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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 18, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Minutes of April 4, 2016 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes  

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolution not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

REMOVE: 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-16-3, 

amending parking regulations to eliminate two parking spaces 29 North Hamilton 

Street.   

ADD: 

 

      VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

7. FROM COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG, Resolution R16-43, waiving the   

    thirty day notice for a Liquor License Application for Pickled & Smoked    

    Inc. d/b/a Morty’s Delicatessen (located at 296 Main Street).  
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

George Bridle-8 Mansion Street 

Constantine Kazolias-47 Noxon Street 

William Dykus- 96 South Hamilton Street 

Arnie Serotsky 188 South Grand Avenue 

Laurie Sandow- 201 South Grand Avenue 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison informed the council that tomorrow he , along with three other members 

of the Fiscal Team are traveling to Albany  for their first meeting with the Financial 

Restructuring Board, and will report back to the council with the information received. 

Thanked Assemblyman Skartados’ Office for securing $300,000.00 in the state budget 

for the stump program. All of our street equipment is out, and as always hats off to DPW 

for all they are doing. Saturday was a citywide cleanup, in the various wards, and you 

can see the results, and hats off to the councilmembers involved in that too. Good thing 

is that we have all of our street cleaning equipment up and running, including the Green 

Machine, and they were out on Saturday and Sunday. The State just released the 

information on the Downtown Revitalization Initiative through the Governor’s Office, 

which is $100 Million Dollars, and was included in the State Budget. Ten cities in the 

ten economic regional councils will be picked by their local councils to receive $10 

Million Dollars. There was a preliminary meeting last week, there is a team in place, and 

it will be growing larger because we are still receiving some of the details, but the city 

will be actively pursuing the $10 Million Dollars for the Downtown Revitalization. You 

can go on the state website and you can see some of the parameters and qualifications 

released, be he will be sure to keep everyone informed as that progresses. That will be 

very aggressive and very competitive, but the city is going to do everything to try to win 

that award.  

 

As far as the Trump event is concerned, this was really sprung on the city very quickly. 

A phone call was received late in the afternoon, Donald Trump was coming on a certain 

date, that being Sunday. Immediately conversations were had with the acting Police 

Chief, Tom Pape, who was the commander of that entire event, from beginning to end. 

This was a City of Poughkeepsie event, and we were assisted by the outside agencies, 

but wanted to give his hats off to Tom Pape, and all of the members of the Police 

Department. They started at 5:00 a.m., on Sunday, he was present in the base, on the 

police apron as the Sergeant and the Command Staff addressed a contingent of officers 

that only grew as the day went on. As far as the city is concerned, and he does not have 

the DPW numbers, because they were out there in force as well at 6:00 a.m. getting 

barricades up, along with other things throughout the day. This event went from 5:00 

a.m. until 6:00 p.m. The City of Poughkeepsie had 37 officers, and one extra police 

dispatcher out on the command post that were deployed for the event. They were also 

assisted by the State Police, the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office, the Town of 

Poughkeepsie PD, and the TSA was involved in screening people as they came through 

the doors. Law Enforcement Personnel in the City that day was over 120, and happy to 

report, there were no arrests, there were no serious incidents of any kind. And there were 
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5000-6000 plus people in the city, and it was handled very well. People came in, and 

they went home, but he assumes and hopes that our restaurants were busy. But it does 

show you what this city can do literally in a moment’s notice. On the payment part of 

this, there is no responsibility for anyone to reimburse the city, or any other agencies for 

the police overtime. Because we had to do it on overtime, during that shift there were 47 

other calls going on in the City of Poughkeepsie, 8 fire, 9 EMS, so the city continues to 

have its own activity in addition to what was going on at Civic Center Plaza. They will 

tally all of the costs, talk to the county as far as what their costs were, and will make the 

appropriate outreach to people to see if some financial assistance can be made.  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas thanked everyone who attended the Kaal Rock Connector Project at 

River Station this past Wednesday. There was a very good turnout, and is an exciting 

proposal, there will be more information and a presentation as it becomes available. 

Tonight there are some appointments to the IDA, Joint Water Board, and the Waterfront 

Advisory Committee, I encourage my colleagues to support the appointments of these 

individuals, should note that these individuals submitted applications and resumes and 

were interviewed by most of us on this council, and the selections are good selections 

for us as a city. Thanked Laurie Sandow and her volunteers, and all of the volunteers, 

including council people who were out there on Earth Day, cleaning up the city. This 

Saturday there is a community service award, luncheon at the Grand Hotel, it is being 

hosted by the Black Heritage Committee of the Exempt Fireman’s Association. They are 

honoring several outstanding individuals, there are some tickets still available, it is from 

noon until 4:00 at the Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel. There are some distinguished 

honorees, including Mr. Bullock, or Social Development Director and Brian Doyle from 

the family Partnership Center. 

 

Two presentations: 

April Business of the Month from Councilmember Lee Klein, honoring Tom Walsh, and 

Son Andy Walsh owners of Poughkeepsie Imported Car Parts, located at 250 South 

Avenue.  

April Citizen of the Month from Chairman Petsas, honoring George Brindle 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-30) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with New York General Municipal Law, the Common Council of 

the City of Poughkeepsie is authorized to make appointments of City residents to serve on the 

board of the City of Poughkeepsie Industrial Development Agency (“CPIDA”); and  
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WHEREAS, the members of the CPIDA serve at the pleasure of the Common Council and 

concurrent to the terms of the Common Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie and its citizens that the 

CPIDA Board have a full complement of members in order to properly conduct the business 

required of the CPIDA; and 

 

WHEREAS, all of the current IDA members term’s have expired; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby appoints 

the following individual to the Board of  the City of Poughkeepsie Industrial Development 

Agency, to serve at the pleasure of the Common Council for a term ending December 31, 2017: 

 

Robert G. Rolison 

Lee Klein  

Felicia Watson 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 
R16-30 

 Accepted 

 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-38) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, there currently exists a vacancy on the Waterfront Advisory Committee which the 

Common Council is desirous of filling; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has solicited members of the community who are interested 

in serving on such board, and has interviewed those who have submitted their names; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie and its citizens that the 

Waterfront Advisory Board should have a full complement of members in order to properly 

conduct the business required of the Board;  
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NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby appoints 

the following individual to the Waterfront Advisory Committee for a two (2) year term: 

 

Harvey Flad (Exp.: March 5, 2017) 

       

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 
R16-38 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION 

(R-16-39) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, the 2016 adopted budget provided for one (1) part-time Parking Control Officer 

(“PCO”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the currently is a vacancy in the part-time PCO position and police department 

does not intend to fill the position within the 2016 fiscal year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the police department has requested an amendment to the budget to provide for a 

part-time Animal Control Officer (“ACO”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment of the budget eliminating the part-time PCO and the addition of a 

part-time ACO will not have a financial impact on the 2016 adopted budget; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2016 Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

From: 01.09.3120.7180 Part-Time Parking Control Officer  $18,034 

 

To: 01.09.3510.7180 Part-Time Animal Control Officer  $18,034 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 
R16-39 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

4.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-40) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie and the Town of Poughkeepsie are parties to an Inter-

Municipal Agreement dated August 3, 1995 concerning the ownership and operation of the 

Joint Water Project; and  
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WHEREAS, said Agreement provides for the administration of the Joint Water Project by a 

Joint Board which is known as the Poughkeepsie Joint Water Project Board (the “Joint Board”); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Agreement provides for the Joint Board to consist of six (6) members, three 

(3) selected by the City of Poughkeepsie, and three (3) selected by the Town of Poughkeepsie; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council adopted a resolution on November 4, 1991 providing for the 

selection of the three members of the Joint Board which was further modified on March 21, 

1996 and May 2, 1996; and 

 

WHEREAS, currently one member of the Joint Board is selected by the Mayor and two 

members are selected by the Common Council of which one selection by the Common Council 

must be a member of the Common Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of further modifying said Resolution for the 

selection of the three (3) members of the Joint Board by removing the requirement that one 

selection be a Common Council member; and 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie that the selection of 

the members of the Joint Board shall be as follows: 

 

1. One (1) member of the Joint Board to be selected by the City of Poughkeepsie shall 

be selected by the Mayor. 

 

2. Two (2) members of the Joint Board shall be selected by the Common Council to be 

determined by a majority vote of the Common Council.  One of the members of the 

Joint Board selected by the Common Council shall be a member of the Legislative 

Branch. 

 

3. The three (3) members of the Joint Board selected by the City of Poughkeepsie shall 

serve for three (3) year terms and until their successors are appointed and qualified. 

 

4. Notwithstanding the three year terms, and for the purpose of providing for staggered 

selections, the first three persons selected as members of the Joint Board shall be 

selected as follows: 

 

a. The member selected by the Common Council, who is a member of the 

Legislative Branch, shall be selected for a two (2) year terms; 

 

b. The second member selected by the Common Council shall be selected for a 

one (1) year term; and 
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c. The member selected by the Mayor shall be selected for a three (3) year term. 

 

5. The members of the Joint Board selected by the City of Poughkeepsie, notwith-

standing their fixed terms, may be removed by this Common Council, with or 

without cause, provided that any such removal shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote 

of this Common Council. 

     

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 
R16-40 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 
R16-41 

 Defeated  
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

6. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 
Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that on March 24, 2016, the Historic 

District and Landmarks Preservation Commission (HDLPC) held a public hearing regarding the 

proposed nomination of the Glebe House located at 635 Main Street as a local historic landmark.  

The Glebe House is owned by the City of Poughkeepsie and has been used as a museum most 

recently which was operated by the Dutchess County Historical Society.  

 

Holly Wahlberg, an expert in design history prepared and submitted the application, which is 

attached to this letter for your review.          

 

The Commission voted in favor of the proposed designation.   

 

Pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances, I am forwarding the approved 

application proposing the designation as a local historic landmark to the Common Council for your 

consideration.   
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The Common Council must hold a public hearing prior to the designation of any landmark.   The 

public hearing must occur within sixty (60) days from the date the approved application is received 

by the Common Council which was April 5, 2016. The Council must approve or disapprove the 

designation within seventy-five (75) days from receipt of the approved application.   

 

Please also find a proposed Resolution setting the public hearing concerning this proposed 

designation for May 2, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.   

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC 

HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF 635 MAIN STREET 

(the GLEBE HOUSE) AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R-16-42) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  
 
 WHEREAS, 635 Main Street in the City of Poughkeepsie is owned by the City of 

Poughkeepsie which has consented to the application for designation as a historic building; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on March 24, 2016 regarding the 

nomination of 635 Main Street as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and approved the 

application on March 24, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council for 

consideration on April 5, 2015; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the 

designation of any historic landmark within sixty (60) days from receipt of the approved 

application from the HDLPC; and  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and 

directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held May 2, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. concerning the 

designation of 635 Main Street as a local historic landmark. 
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

 
R16-42 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

7. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-16-43) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, PICKLED & SMOKED INC. d/b/a MORTY’S DELICATESSEN has notified the 

City of Poughkeepsie of its intent to file an application for an on-premise liquor license for the 

premises known located at 296 Main Street, Poughkeepsie, New York; and    

 

WHEREAS, New York State Alcoholic Beverage Control Law Section 64 requires every 

applicant, whether new or existing, to notify the municipality of their intent to file an application 

or renewal with the State or obtain a waiver from the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the request been reviewed by the administration and has no objection to the 

application of PICKLED & SMOKED INC. d/b/a MORTY’S DELICATESSEN and has had 

sufficient time to investigate the proposed application; and 

 

      NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie by copy of this 

resolution to the New York State Liquor Authority hereby waives the notice requirement pursuant 

to NYS ABC § 64 for PICKLED & SMOKED INC. d/b/a MORTY’S DELICATESSEN and 

acknowledges its intent to renew its liquor license. 

 

 SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG 

 
R16-44 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    
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VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM MILL STREET LOFT, a presentation on a planned street mural on 

Pershing Avenue. 
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2. FROM DOUG NOBELITTI, a presentation regarding the newly formed, 

“Downtown Poughkeepsie Alliance”.  

 

3. FROM MICHELLE ALMEIDA, a notice of intent for Pickled & Smoked Inc, 

d/b/a Morty’s Delicatessen, located at 296 Main Street to obtain a liquor license. 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:00p.m. 

 

Dated: April 27, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, April 18, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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