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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 2, 2012 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

7 present, 1 absent (Councilmember Boyd)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Councilman Rich made a motion and seconded by Councilman Boyd to accept the 

minutes of the Common Council Meeting of February 6, 2012 

 
CCM 2-6-12 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

Councilman Rich made a motion and seconded by Councilman Boyd to accept the 

minutes of the Common Council meeting of February 21, 2012  
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CCM 2-21-12 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Mark Pasterich- 1 Civic Center Plaza part of the group that purchased 112 

Little Market Street they have spent a lot of time to bring it back to be used in 

a proper way in the city. They were approached by a group called Exodus 

Transitional Community which also founded to bring people back to being 

productive in the City. Mark Pasterich submitted the following information 

about 112 Little Market Street and Exodus Transitional Community for the 

record:  
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Anna Marie 1 Civic Center Plaza this house that they bought together is a 

beautiful old house in the City of Poughkeepsie which she will handle with 

the City of Poughkeepsie through obtaining all the permits. She will be the 

project manager doing all of the work. She stated that she has always wanted 

to help people in the neighborhood, she has helped drug addicts, all kinds of 
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people in her life which she is very proud of. She stated that now she would 

be very proud of putting these people in her home that she owns with Mark 

Pasterich.  

 

Ernest Henry 30 Hudson Heights Drive stated that he is the employment 

specialist for Dutchess Reentry which is located at 25 Market Street. Part of 

his responsibilities is to assist men and women who were formerly 

incarcerated and reintegrate back into society and obtain jobs and connect 

with services and programs that will assist them to reintegrate back into 

society. Stated that on many occasions men and women have come to him and 

stated that they do not have a place to live which means that they were maybe 

paroled to the Department of Social Services or somewhere else and they were 

instructed to go into the Hillcrest House or other shelters. These men and 

women have special needs other than those who are homeless just on the 

strength of being homeless. They are coming out of the penitentiary and they 

need to connect with services and people that would cater to their specific 

needs such as employment or connections with the Department of Social 

Services and those Social Services that will assist them in debriefing the 

prison experience. He came to explain the need of this particular program 

being placed up here in Dutchess County. The gentleman who is coming up 

after him will talk more about the program, but there is definitely a need for 

this. He thinks that we can all agree that there is an issue with crime with 

people going into the system but there is also an issue with the men and 

women who are coming out of the prison system. They have special needs and 

if they aren’t addressed then we support recidivism because these people are 

going to come out and if we don’t connect them and we don’t address their 

special needs then we are letting them fall through the cracks and that is 

something that shouldn’t be done and thinks that this city is progressive 

enough to understand that and see the need for this particular organization to 

come to Poughkeepsie and assist with this special needs group.  

 

Jamel Massey 2271 3
rd

 Avenue Harlem, NY(representing Exodus 

Transitional Community)- wanted to share some statics that set the 

groundwork for the request here today. Nearly 57,000 individuals are now 

incarcerated in prisons throughout the State of New York, 95% of them will 

return to their communities. Current statistics suggest that 2 out of every 3 of 

these individuals will return to incarceration after 3 years if they don’t receive 

the necessary services that will allow them to rebuild their lives in a positive 

and productive way. Of course high rates of recidivism which leads to more 

crimes, more victims and more burden on our already overburdened criminal 

justice system. We can see reentry in a sense as a public safety issue and we 

say that because with high rates of recidivism we now understand that there is 

more need for effective purposes. He came today to offer those services in a 

form of Exodus Transitional Community. We he says effective organization 

he is talking about an agency that has been proven over time to provide 

services that would help individuals transform, rebuild and live a crime free 
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life. Because of their work they were invited to the White House in 2004 by 

the President to serve at a signature program with his faith based initiative. 

We were the first program to the beneficiary of funds of the Second Chance 

Act. They were highlighted because their motto is rooted in faith, not 

necessarily faith with their science but faith that says fundamentally a person 

has to see themselves differently in order to begin to rebuild their lives. Their 

program emphasizes two key points, 1) Case Management and 2) Mentorship. 

Through their case management and mentorship guide they are able to link 

individuals to the resources that are identified in their communities to help 

transform their lives and provide them with the on hand support that they will 

need throughout that entire process. Exodus opened their doors in 1999, so 

they have been in existence over 13 years now doing this work. They have 

become recognized nationally as an agency that can provide effective services 

for the population. One of the major requests when they go into facilities is 

why their services aren’t offered in their area and why are they only located in 

New York City. For far too long they have had this request and been unable to 

provide services because they didn’t have an efficient partner. Thank god they 

have found a partner that is willing to provide a housing outlet and allow for 

them to house a program that they know.  

 

Mae Parker Harris 16 Allen Place- wanted to thank Councilmember 

Mallory on such short notice for stepping up to the plate and supporting she 

and Joel Tyner on making the program possible on Saturday and for making a 

few phone calls. Also thanked Mayor Tkazyik for giving them that support 

and making it ok when they called because it was a spur of the moment 

decision that they made. Wanted to apologize to Councilmember Mallory for 

having his name on the flyer without personally calling to make sure it was 

ok. It was in support of Justice that was what the entire thing was about, no 

opinion on the entire situation with Trevon, just about justice for all. The last 

words that were said was “Justice for All”, no personal, no nothing. If she gets 

approved she will have another one this Saturday. The people at the rally 

asked if they could have another one this Saturday due to the weather. The 

people of the City of Poughkeepsie want to get together and talk about the 

violence in the City of Poughkeepsie. We need to get together, talk to the 

young people and stop the violence and make this city a better place for all of 

us to live.  

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 
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Norma Vizcarrondo 91 Fiji Lane (Town of Poughkeepsie)- Volunteer 

Service as an advocate for the youth and the Latinos in our community. Over 

the last years she has been working on programs like the State Recreation 

Department, Catherine Street Community Center, Grey Smith House. In 1995 

she started the first Hispanic organization and last summer as the Chair of the 

Latino Committee at the Exempt Firemen’s Association they began a project 

called “Unity and Hope, Yes We Can” at Earline Patrice Park at Mansion 

Square in the month of August.  There admission is to use existing programs 

along with develop new programs to break the barriers of bullying, racism and 

nutrition. The purpose is to bring back the recreation activities to our local 

community parks using the performing arts for the inner city children. Current 

supporters of this project are: Exempt Firemen’s Association, Mental Health 

America of Dutchess County, Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club, Nubian 

Directions, Manpower Central Cultural Fitness, Rural Micro-Ministry Youth 

Art Group,   Dutchess Community College Start Freedom Player, Joan 
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Hendry Native American Music, Mill Street Loft, Music Project with Mrs. 

Vicky. The committee working on this project is in need of additional funds. 

As the organizer, she is here to help the Common Council for support and 

advice for this youth project. She submitted the following for the record:  

 

 
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
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Mayor Tkazyik started by commending our police department for fine police 

work for the robbery that took place at the 7-Eleven off of Hooker Avenue. In 

not even 12 hours after that activity took place, Officer Fenichel saw the 

suspect and arrested him on Market Street here in the City. He commended 

Officer Fenichel, the Police Department and the detectives that worked on this 

and the swift response and arrest that was made in relation to that robbery of 

the 7-Eleven on Hooker Avenue.  

 

Remind all members of the public that this Saturday is the annual John 

Flowers Easter Egg Hunt in Waryas Park. That will take place all day, the 

weather looks like it is going to be promising so it looks like it should be a 

great morning and early afternoon down at Waryas Park from all ages, even 

up to 82 you can find your Easter Eggs and he will be down there and looking 

forward to seeing all of our young people and families at this event.  

 

Before the Council tonight is the sale of 14 Jewett Avenue, one that has been 

abandoned by fire damage since February of 2008. This has been a nuisance 

property that has been ongoing with the city and we marketed this property. 

We received 4 proposals and  strongly encourage the council to sell this 

property tonight and get in back on the tax rolls and to again it will enhance 

the neighborhood up on Jewett Avenue which is in the 5
th

 ward of the city.  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chair Johnson- Good Evening. First, I would like to commend the State 

Department of Health on banning the sale of the synthetic marijuana. And to 

Governor Cuomo, on prohibiting the sale of this alternative to real marijuana 

in all convenience store and smoke shops.  

 

I spoke about these dangerous synthetic drugs in 2010, and now I am happy to 

report that the fine for those convicted of selling these products is up to 

$500.00  

 

These products go by various names such as Spice, K2, Mr. Nice Guy and 

Galaxy Gold have been linked to severe and adverse reactions, such as kidney 

failure, increased heart rates and in a few cases death. 

Under the new order issued by the Health Department, all stores selling these 

products must cease immediately.  

 

Secondly, I would like to thank our new NYS Assemblyman Frank Skartados 

for securing discretionary funds of $200,000.00 for the City of Poughkeepsie 

School District. This funding hopefully will bring back the Junior Varsity 

programs at the Middle School for our students. Thank you Assemblyman 

Skartados.  
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I would also like to congratulate Miss Samantha Apa, a resident of the 7
th

 

Ward for winning the “Best Photo Contest” in the International Prince and 

Princess Pageant” in White Plains. What a little beauty.  

 

Now on a more serious note..we recently had an incident at our local 7-11 

store with a masked gunman who allegedly shot and injured an employee 

doing an early morning robbery.  

 

Well as we all know, our Poughkeepsie Finest Officer Edward Fenichel 

caught the alleged perpetrator within 24 hours of the incident. What great 

police work.  

 

And this concludes Chairwoman Comments.  

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that on February 15, 

2008 14 Jewett Avenue was damaged by a fire. At that time the building 

department determined that the structure was inhabitable and it was vacated. 

Notices of violations were sent to the building owner ordering him to fix the 

damage from the fire. Since that time, nothing has been done and the building has 

been deteriorated to the pint that it has become a safety hazard.  

 

In November of 2011 I brought an action in order for the City to take title to the 

property and put it into the hands of someone who would return it to a useful life. 

The court granted my application the same month. Since that time, the City has 

been actively marketing the property in order to find a potential buyer. The 

property was listed on the City’s website, a sign was placed at the property and 

information bulletins were distributed.  

 

It is the recommendation of the administration that the Council authorize the sale 

of 14 Jewett Avenue to Clint and Troy Elmendorf. The City feels, despite the 

slightly lower offer, Clint and Troy are in the best position to rehabilitate the 

structure and put it back to use in a timely manner. They have a proven track 

record of rehabilitating properties as is evident by the development of 10 Hooker 

Avenue. They undertook this project and created a beautiful single family house. 

While Kevin Lund and James Sullivan also have a track record in the City, there 

is concern that their other projects took a considerable amount of time to 

complete. This project is somewhat time sensitive in that the property is a public 

nuisance and that it has been setting vacant for some time. That is why the City is 

careful to pick a developer that will be able to complete the project in a timely 

manner.  
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Councilmember Perry added that anything that can be done to improve the 5
th

 

ward, she would support.  

 

 

NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 

ACT (SEQRA) RESOLUTION REGARDING A SALE OF 

CERTAIN CITY OWNED PROPERTIES 

(R-12-29) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is considering the sale of 

certain properties now owned by the City of Poughkeepsie known as 14 Jewett Avenue 

known as Tax Map No.: 6161-24-460945; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers the proposed sale to be a Type I Action 

under Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.2 of the SEQRA regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.6 specified that an agency will be the lead 

agency when it proposes to undertake or receives an application for funding or approval 

of a Type I Action that does not involve another agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers itself to be the only "involved agency" with 

respect to this proposed sale of properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has reviewed the proposed sale of properties in 

accordance with Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has considered the hereto attached long 

Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

 

1. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(1) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the above described action is subject to SEQRA; 

and 

 

2. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(2) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the action does not involve a federal agency; and 

 

3. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(3) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the above described action does not involve any 

other agencies; and 
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4. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(4) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council classifies the above described action as an unlisted action.  The 

Common Council in making such classification considered Section 617.12 

of Title 6 NYCRR and determined that the above action did not fall into 

any of the categories listed under Type I, and also considered Section 

617.13 of NYCRR and determined that the above described action did not 

fit under any of the categories listed under Type II Actions, thus reaching 

the conclusion that it is to be considered an unlisted action; and 

 

 

5. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(5) the Common Council determines 

that the above described project will not require a long EAF since the 

short EAF provides sufficient information; and  

 

6. The Common Council officially makes a determination of non-

significance in that the proposed sale of properties are not expected to 

result in a significant adverse impact on the environment and, therefore, 

the preparation of a draft environmental impact statement is not necessary; 

and 

 

 

7. This determination shall be considered a Negative Declaration for the 

purposes of Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

 

8. The City Chamberlain shall maintain a file of this determination as well as 

the attached EAF which is hereby made a part of this resolution. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE 

 

 
R12-29 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Paris Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  

 

R E S O L U T I O N 
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(R-12-30) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has previously taken title to real property located 

at 14 Jewett Avenue, known as Tax Map No.: 6161-24-460945 in the City of 

Poughkeepsie pursuant to Article 19-a of the New York State Real Property Action and 

Proceeding Law, all of which is hereinafter referred to as the “Property”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the above mentioned Property has been offered for sale by the City in 

compliance with the policy for the sale of City owned property; and  

 

WHEREAS, an offer has been received to purchase the Property under certain 

circumstances from Clinton Elmendorf for the sum of $7,000.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Administration of the City of Poughkeepsie, after consideration of the 

City’s policy for the sale of City owned property, has recommended that the City of 

Poughkeepsie accept this offer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council hereby finds that the offer from Clinton Elmendorf is 

the most favorable of the offers presented and that it is in the best interests of the City of 

Poughkeepsie to approve such offer; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby makes the following 

determinations:  (a) that there is no existing municipal purpose or need for the Property, 

and (b) that the sale price and conditions imposed herein represent fair and adequate 

consideration for the conveyance; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the offer from Clinton Elmendorf, LLC to purchase the parcel located 

at 14 Jewett Avenue in the City of Poughkeepsie known as Grid #(s) 6161-24-460945 for 

the sum of $7,000.00 is hereby approved subject to the hereinafter mentioned conditions 

and subject to such other and further conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall 

deem appropriate; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that this sale is approved subject to the following conditions: 

 

A. the conveyance of title and the payment of the purchase price shall take place 

within ninety days of the date of this resolution, unless the Corporation 

Counsel shall grant such extension as he deems appropriate; 

B. Purchaser shall obtain a building permit for the proposed redevelopment 

within six (6) months of the date of closing of title;  

C. Purchaser shall obtain a valid Certificate of Occupancy for a maximum of 

three (3) single family homes within one (1) year after obtaining the building 
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permit, unless the Director of Property Development shall grant an extension 

as she deems appropriate;  

D. The transfer of title and Purchaser’s use of the Property shall be subject to 

all state, federal and local regulations including the City of Poughkeepsie and 

New York State Building Codes and the City of Poughkeepsie Zoning 

Ordinance and real property taxes coming due pursuant to law on and after 

the date of transfer of title; 

E. Purchaser shall accept such title to the real property as the City of 

Poughkeepsie is possessed of and agrees to accept such title by quitclaim deed 

subject to any defects or encumbrances as are of record; 

F. Purchaser agrees that he shall not use the agreed upon purchase price as a 

reason to grieve or otherwise contest the assessed value of the premises for 

purposes of real property taxation; and 

G. Prior to the closing of title, Purchaser shall apply for and obtain the approval 

from the Planning Board and/or the Zoning Board of Appeals of any site 

plan approval or zoning variances required by law 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for the above 

mentioned transaction provided such contract contains the terms contained herein 

together with such other terms and conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem 

appropriate, and the Mayor, the City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are 

hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the terms of this 

resolution. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE 

 
R12-30 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Paris Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that for the last four 

years, the Land Use Law Center at Pace University has hosted a Mayor’s 

Redevelopment Roundtable. The purpose of the roundtable is to give a forum for 

the Hudson Valley’s Mayor’s and their staff to explore efficient ways to be 

development ready with the goal of spurring economic development and expand 

the tax-base. The City of Poughkeepsie has been a participant since its initiation 

and the Mayor has signed a Memorandum of Agreement formalizing the City’s 

participation.  
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The forum has been a productive way for the City to better understand how other 

communities are dealing with problems that are not unique to the City. Once of 

the positive things that has come from the roundtable is the City’s partnership 

with Pace in the latest Vacant Property program which is scheduled to be held 

soon.  

 

The Roundtable has lost its funding and now is applying to the State of New 

York’s Local Government Efficiency Grant Program for a $200,000 grant that 

would allow the program to continue. This resolution is in support of the 

application which is actually being made by the City of Peekskill as the primary 

application and the City of Poughkeepsie as its alternate. If the grant is approved, 

the City has agreed to split the 10% local chare with other participating 

municipalities, a commitment of approximately $1,120 a year. However, Pace is 

also looking for alternate funding to cover the local share.  

 

R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 
(R-12- 31) 

 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF AN APPLICATION BEING 
SUBMITTED BY THE CITY OF PEEKSKILL FOR A 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY GRANT SUPPORTING THE 
SHARED REDEVELOPMENT SERVICES PROGRAM OF THE 

MAYORS REDEVELOPMENT ROUNDTABLE 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie and its redevelopment staff and 
corporation counsel have been participating in the Mayors’ Redevelopment 
Roundtable (Roundtable) for four years to develop strategies for making the 
participating cities redevelopment-ready in order to increase its tax base and to 
stimulate sustainable economic development;  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayors’ Redevelopment Roundtable creates a vehicle for and 
implements a program for sharing expert development staff and professional 
services among the cities participating, the staff of the Land Use Law Center, and 
experts on the strategies being developed;  
 
WHEREAS, this shared services approach to developing redevelopment 
strategies realized significant cost benefits through the essential services 
provided and the addition of development attracted by the strategies to the tax 
base; 
 
WHEREAS, the Roundtable has been effective in working with the Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Development Council to create an urban redevelopment 
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policy in its five year strategy so that projects for state funding from Roundtable 
communities are as competitive as possible; 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie benefits from the redevelopment 
strategies developed through the Roundtable, through the urban policy adopted, 
and by participating and indicates that the City is cooperating in a regional 
redevelopment strategy in furtherance of several state policies; 
 
WHEREAS, the cooperation of the nine communities in the Roundtable is 
memorialized by a Memorandum of Agreement signed by each of the mayors of 
the cooperating communities, constituting an intermunicipal agreement to 
cooperate in developing redevelopment strategies that respond to the critical 
issues faced by Roundtable communities;  
 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Peekskill has agreed to submit a grant to the State of 
New York under the Local Government Efficiency Grant Program for a two-year 
$200,000 grant to continue the shared services initiative of the Roundtable and to 
act as the fiscal agent for the Roundtable in administering the grant on behalf of 
the participating cities which include Yonkers, Mt. Vernon, New Rochelle, White 
Plains, Port Chester (a village), Beacon, Poughkeepsie, and Newburgh;  
 
WHEREAS, the Grant requires a 10 percent local share, which can be 
contributed by any of the cooperating communities in the Roundtable through 
any projects that it funds that are part of the Shared Redevelopment Services 
Program: representing an average yearly local commitment of approximately 
$1,000 per Roundtable community; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Peekskill, through Mayor Mary Foster is 
authorized on behalf of the City of Poughkeepsie to submit an application for  
$180,000, two year grant for the $200,000 Shared Redevelopment Services 
Program of the Mayors’ Redevelopment Council and to execute all financial and 
administrative processes related to the implementation of the program;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie supports this Shared Development Services initiative and pledges, 
if needed, to provide its share of the required $20,000 local share required, an 
average of $1,120 per year, in conjunction with the other co-applicants: the cities 
of Beacon, Mount Vernon, Peekskill, New Rochelle, Newburgh, Yonkers, New 
Rochelle, and the village of Port Chester; 
 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE 
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R12-31 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Paris Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 
 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

 

Councilmember Rich made a motion to go into Executive Session regarding 

ongoing litigation against the City of Poughkeepsie, Councilmember Parise, 

seconded the motion.  

Councilmember Rich made a motion to resume the regular meeting, 

Councilmember Parise, seconded the motion.  

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. A presentation from, POP WARNER FOOTBALL AND COMMUNITY 

FOUNDATION OF DUTCHESS COUNTY.  

 

 

Ray Marsh representative from Pop-Warner Little Scholars was present and came to talk 

about Pop-Warner. He stated that he passed out a presentation which is below.  

 

Andrea Reynolds, President and CEO from Community Foundation of Dutchess County 

is also present. She stated that they are providing Pop-Warner with their 501c3 status 

along with monitoring their financial activities.   

 

Councilmember Rich asked when they weren’t filing the forms, for about 5 years.,that is 

a serious breach of board responsibility, did we have the right to give them money when 

they weren’t filing?  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann responded that the bigger liability is with Pop-

Warner, their organization and their filing. They were receiving money and it would be 

their obligation to file the necessary paperwork with the IRS. Whether or not the city has 

an obligation, is something that he is not prepared to answer at this time but the bigger 

issue proper reporting requirements for Pop-Warner that was accepting the money.  
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Councilmember Rich stated that his concern is that the Comptroller’s Office audits us, 

will they be interested in that we were giving them money and they were not property 

filing.  

 

Mayor Tkazyik added that a “Risk Management Audit” has nothing to do with this 

topic. Please let the Commissioner and Mrs. Reynolds speak and you will get the facts. A 

Risk Management Audit is done selectively every five years and the Common Council 

will be a part of that audit.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi added that we are not giving money to Pop-Warner 

because they are a 501C3. A municipality or any government entity that is supported by 

taxes cannot give a donation to a 501C3. We have been supporting the Pop-Warner 

program as a summer program of the city. It is not a grant, it is not a donation, it is a 

program that at one point that the city had more involvement in it then it does now. All 

the city does now is helping pay for the funds needed to run the Pop-Warner. We are not 

supporting a 501C3, we are not allowed to support a 501C3 because the City of 

Poughkeepsie is supported by tax payers.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson asked if he is saying that Pop-Warner does not need to be a 

501C3 in order to receive funding.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi responded, that is correct.  

 

Councilmember Rich asked what was the issue was that was brought up last year.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi responded that the 501C3 was taken away last year from 

the IRS but the bigger issue that the city had was the inability for Pop-Warner’s previous 

administration to account for all of the money that we had given them.  

 

Councilmember Rich asked if the IRS told us not to give them money, because he 

thought that we received a letter stating that.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi responded that we received a letter stating that they were 

no longer a 501C3, our job is to find out why they are no longer a 501C3. The main 

reason they were no longer a 501C3, they had not filed their IRS requirements for some 

time. What we opted for was to pursue why they had not filed. The rationale behind that 

was their inability to account for all of the money.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson asked why would we be responsible to find out whether any 

organization 501C3 if what you are saying is that we can give money to any organization 

regardless if they have a 501C3.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi added that we are not allowed as a municipality to make 

a donation to any 501C3. We fund the Pop-Warner program, regardless of whether or not 

if they are a 501C3.  
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Chairwoman Johnson stated just for clarification, we can fund any program and they 

don’t have to have any 501C3 they can just be any program and we can just have a a 

budget line for the program.  

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi responded yes.  

 

Councilmember Rich stated that it was his understanding that the Community 

Foundation came into this because you have a 501C3 and Pop-Warner Poughkeepsie can 

use your 501C3 for filing purposes, is that true?  

 

Andrea Reynolds responded; by saying let me put the entire issue into a little more 

context. The IRS a few years ago decided that they were going out and asking all non-

profits to show their status. So non-profits that actually didn’t have to file were now 

required to file and believes that is what happened with Pop-Warner to some extent. 

There were thousands of organizations that lost their tax exempt status because they did 

not realize that they had to file because they hadn’t had to file historically. The 

Community Foundation from her understanding was brought in by Pop-Warner and the 

City of Poughkeepsie also talked with them, 1) 51C3 status can actually help Pop-Warner 

bring in more charitable contributions so that they can provide the tax deduction to 

people who want to support Pop-Warner and they also see it as a charitable activity 

because the IRS at some point says it was and it still is in other jurisdictions. The other 

piece that they also bring to this is the extra accountability that the funds are actually 

being used for the purposes for which they were given.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson asked Ray Marsh when he came on board with Pop-Warner and 

when their non-profit ID was revoked.  

 

Ray Marsh responded that he started with them 2 years ago and they were made aware 

of it in their last filing.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson asked when the season begins and ends. Also asked how many 

children and if scholarships are given and if so, how many kids are given scholarships. 

 

Ray Marsh responded the season begins on August 1
st
 and goes until early December 

which concludes with their football banquet. 209 boys and girls, 184 football players, 25 

are cheerleaders. Scholarships are given, last year about 25 kids received scholarships 

and the fee for kids who don’t receive it is $75.00 total per child.  
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2. FROM JFG & ASSOCIATES, INC., a notice of intent for the Poughkeepsie 

Ice House to obtain a Liquor License.  Referred to Corporation Counsel 

with a statement from Councilmember Rich stating that we have a 

application for a Liquor License by the new lessees of the Ice House. But it 

was the understanding that it was agreed to that the Liquor License would 

only allow for Beer and Wine and not hard liquor. On this particular form 

before us says liquor and it also refers to a disco. What exactly did we agree to 

because he stated that he knows it wasn’t hard liquor and the park wasn’t to be 

open past 9:00 p.m. when the park closes.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann responded that those issues have been 

raised with regard to the application that is before the State Liquor Authority. 

If the Council would refer that matter to our office what they will do is 

respond to the liquor authority with their objection. Based on the it is 

inconsistent with the license agreement that was approved by this council and 

signed which provides that the establishment cannot serve alcoholic beverages 

other then beer and wine. Additionally the hours of operation are restricted so 

that the establishment cannot open prior to 6:00 a.m. or close after 9:00 p.m. 

 

3. FROM METOHI, INC., a notice of intent for Alex’s Restaurant to renew its 

Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM MARCELO GONZALEZ, a notice of property damage sustained on 

March 16, 2012. Referred to Corporation Counsel  



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 2, 2012 

 

 25 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Perry wanted to bring to the attention of the council that in 

the 5
th

 ward there was an 8 year old child that was bitten by a pit-bull. She 

wanted to ask if there was any news about a dog warden coming any time 

soon.   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann responded that the County gave the civil 

service test about a week or two ago. We are currently waiting for the results 

to that test which will be sent from civil service to the City of Poughkeepsie. 

Once that is done the Chief of Police will canvas the list and hopefully in a 

quick manner will be able to come up with a candidate that is acceptable to 

the city.  

 

Councilmember Rich asked about Dial-a-Ride status is in the City of 

Poughkeepsie. He also asked if he can bring a resolution to the next council 

meeting for a clean-up-day for the City of Poughkeepsie to clean up the litter.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann responded that contracts have not been 

signed, there has been no lapse in service but is not sure when the contract 

will be signed.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory wanted echo his constituent and to thank the 

Mayor and staff for on such short notice for helping them address a cause that 

was important to them.  

 

Mayor Tkazyik thanked Councilmember Mallory for thanking the staff that 

the constituents request was made. That was a Freedom of Speech public 

demonstration so the 30 day notice does not apply.  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chair Johnson and Councilmember Herman seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 p.m. 

 

Dated:  May 16, 2012 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, April 2, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, April 2, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

6:00 Public Hearing regarding proposed  

zone change for 1 Dutchess Avenue 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  

 

         ROLL CALL   
 

5. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of February 6, 2012 

Common Council Meeting of February 21, 2012 

 

6. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

7. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

8. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

9. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

10. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

a. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, SEQRA 

Resolution R12-29 and Sale Resolution R12-30 for 14 Jewett Avenue.  

 

b. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R12-

31, supporting an application under the Local Government Efficiency 

Grant Program for Pace University Mayor’s Redevelopment Roundtable.  
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11. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

12. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

a. A presentation from, POP WARNER FOOTBALL AND 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF DUTCHESS COUNTY. 

 

b. FROM JFG & ASSOCIATES, INC., a notice of intent for the 

Poughkeepsie Ice House to obtain a Liquor License.   

 

c. FROM METOHI, INC., a notice of intent for Alex’s Restaurant to renew 

its Liquor License.  

 

d. FROM MARCELO GONZALEZ, a notice of property damage sustained 

on March 16, 2012.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 

 


