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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 4, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Special Common Council Meeting Minutes of March 21, 2016 

Common Council Minutes of March 21, 2016 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes  

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

REMOVE: 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, Resolution R16-30, approving appointments to 

the Industrial Development Agency.  

 

 

5. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, Resolution R16-38, approving an appointment 

to the Waterfront Advisory Committee (WAC). 
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison meetings coordinated last week: There was a meeting with the Office of 

the State Comptroller, three representatives from the Newburgh office came here on 

Thursday and met with the Fiscal Advisory Group on some next step that we will be 
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doing with the OSC as it relates to our finances, and budgeting procedures as we move 

towards the process of the 2017 budget. Also, there was a very encouraging and good 

meeting the new region director of the New York State Department of Transportation. 

He was here to talk about the coordination between the City of Poughkeepsie and DOT 

about the Market Street, Complete Street project with PACE. Also discussed was that 

we are hoping to have DOT play an active role in the arterial highways and state 

highways throughout the city. The next day, the DOT street sweeping operations was in 

the city. In Partnership with what we are doing on our streets is really making a cleaner 

city. A couple internal things in city hall, there is the contractors on site, working on the 

control system for heating and ventilation, which has not been able to be independently 

controlled for quite some time. DPW is still working on clean-ups and will be. They are 

in the process of cleaning up a very large home on North Hamilton Street. Waiting for 

bids to come back for the second half of the roof here at city hall, which still needs to be 

done, and is over the court room and the Police Department. Also, in working with 

Corporation Counsel is working with the County Attorney and has started discussion 

about the MOA’s as it relates to the Justice and Transition Center Project, and we will 

be communicating with you as there is more information on that project. Mr. Stickle’s 

point, “thank you for that compliment on First Friday, it was a success”. Thanked many 

of the city employees who participated in that. There were at least 300 people there, 

because there were 300 “First Friday” buttons, which are gone, and there were people 

asking for them who were there. It was a great night, and will be looking to that 

throughout the remainder of the year. But the first night was a great night. Turned it over 

to the City Administrator who is going to do a follow up on Earth Day.  

 

City Administrator Knapp informed the council that 505 Main Street, both the Police 

Department and the Fire Department will be at that building. Dutchess County Traffic 

Safery will have a bike rodeo there for the kids. That site is kinda set up the younger 

people up there. For the clean-up, there are a lot of groups who will be out there 

conducting these, all volunteers. The city will be facilitating them by bringing in DPW 

with equipment, with the Sanitation people to pick up the debris so it’s immediately 

removed. This will be treated like a snow day, so the money we saved on snow, will be 

putting back into cleaning up that central part of the city. Also hoping so have some of 

the equipment out there like the street sweeper, and the elephant. Hope to have the first 

burst on it on the city website this Friday. There will be a meeting tomorrow just to get 

everyone in the same room to find out what we need to do to support them, and thanks 

Lori Sandow to be the first one in the door, and for helping us coordinate all of this.  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Vice Chair Cherry thanked Ms. Sandow, and stated that the sixth ward is also 

participating in Earth Day. They will be meeting at Bartlett Park at 10:00. She stated that 

this is in concert with Ms. Sandow’s Earth Day. They had a ward meeting on March 

31st, thanked Councilwoman Johnson and Chairman Petsas for joining, along with all 

other Councilmembers for reaching out. They wanted to clean up some of the areas 

outside of Main Street. She in particular will be going to the areas of Edgar, Grey, May 

with a small team. They also reached out to Beth-El Church, which is right across the 

street from Bartlett Park, and they will have representation joining them to clean up the 

sixth ward. Thanked DPW for cleaning up the snow expeditiously today, it was snowing 
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very profusely and the roads were clear. First Friday, Kudos Mayor Rolison. 

Unfortunately, she couldn’t attend, but will be in attendance the next “Frist Friday”, and 

every “First Friday” after that. The city has a new City Court Judge, congratulated City 

Court Judge Tom O’Neil.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION ACCEPTING GRANT UNDER THE DUTCHESS COUNTY 

MUNICIPAL CONSOLIDATION AND SHARED SERVICES GRANT PROGRAM 

 

(R-16-33) 

 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie submitted an application for funding under the 

Dutchess County Municipal Consolidation & Shared Services Grant Program in order to (1) 

provide Crisis Intervention Training to police agencies in Dutchess County and (2) develop a 

Fiscal Improvement Plan in anticipation of a review of the City’s financial position by the State 

Financial Restructuring Board (FRB); and 

 WHEREAS, the County of Dutchess has notified the City that they have been awarded 

$286,340 in order to fund both initiatives as requested by the City; and  

 WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of accepting 

such grant and authorizing the execution of the Grant Agreement; and 

NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby accepts the 

grant from Dutchess County under its Municipal Consolidation & Shared Services Grant Program 

and authorizes the Mayor to execute a Grant Agreement and any and all other contracts, 

documents and instruments necessary to bring about the Projects and to fulfill the City’s 

obligations under the Agreement; and be it further  

RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby determines that the proposed programs, 
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as described in the Grant Agreement, are a Type II action in accordance with 6 NYCRR Section 

617.5(c).    

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  
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R16-33 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC 

HEARING FOR PROPOSED LOCAL LAW LL-16-01, TO PROHIBIT AGGRESSIVE 

PANHANDLING 

 

(R16-34) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
 
 WHEREAS, aggressive panhandling and aggressive solicitation includes following or 

stopping motorists or pedestrians after they have indicated a negative response or physical contact 

or use of intimidation or threatening remarks; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Police Department has received numerous 
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complaints of aggressive panhandling and aggressive solicitation of the nature described above; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has an interest in protecting persons from 

intimidating or harassing behavior and maintaining peace in public places and ensuring the free 

flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and promoting tourism and the general public welfare; 

and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council is desirous of holding a public 

hearing in order to gather public input and comment regarding a proposed local law to prohibit 

aggressive panhandling; and  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

 BE IT RESOLVED, that an introductory Local Law, entitled “Local Law to Prohibit 

Aggressive Panhandling” be and it hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City 

of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and 

directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held Monday, April 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 

concerning the proposed local law. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 

 

LOCAL LAW TO PROHIBIT AGGRESSIVE PANHANDLING 

 

(LL-16-01) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER______________________________________: 

 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows: 

 

A. Legislative intent. This legislation is adopted in order to protect persons from threatening, 

intimidating or harassing behavior, to keep public places safe for use by the general public. This 

legislation is also intended to provide for the free flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic on 

streets and sidewalks in the City, to promote tourism and business and preserve the quality of 

urban life. The Council finds that aggressive acts associated with solicitation interfere with the 

free flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and intimidate persons in public places, and can 
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lead to disruption and disorder in public places. Aggressive acts can also cause persons to avoid 

public places and lead to declining patronage of commercial establishments and tourism. The 

Council further finds that solicitation in certain public places is inconsistent with the use of 

those places, is inherently intimidating, targets persons who are captive audiences or constitutes 

an invasion of privacy as persons are not able to simply move on if they do not wish to speak to 

the person soliciting. Solicitation in proximity to bank entrances or check-cashing businesses or 

automated teller machines is inherently intimidating and should be restricted. By this 

legislation, the Council intends to promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and 

visitors to the City. 

 

B. Definitions. Whenever the following words and phrases are used in this section, they shall 

have the following meanings: 

 

AGGRESSIVE MANNER 

 

(1) Intentionally or recklessly making any physical contact with or touching another person in 

the course of the solicitation, or approaching within an arm's length of the person, except with 

the person's consent; 

 

(2) Following the person being solicited, if that conduct is: 

 

(a) Intended to or is likely to cause a reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the 

commission of a criminal act upon property in the person's possession; or 

 

(b) Is intended to or is reasonably likely to intimidate the person being solicited into responding 

affirmatively to the solicitation; 

 

(3) Continuing to solicit within five feet of the person being solicited after the person has made 

a negative response, if continuing the solicitation is: 

 

(a) Intended to or is likely to cause a reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the 

commission of a criminal act upon property in the person's possession; or 

 

(b) Is intended to or is likely to intimidate the person being solicited into responding 

affirmatively to the solicitation; 

 

(4) Intentionally or recklessly blocking the safe or free passage of the person being solicited or 

requiring the person, or the driver of a vehicle, to take evasive action to avoid physical contact 

with the person making the solicitation; 

 

(5)        Intentionally or recklessly using words: 

 

(a) Intended to or likely to cause a reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the 

commission of a criminal act upon property in the person's possession; or 

 

(b) Intended or likely to intimidate the person into responding affirmatively to the solicitation; 

or 
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(6)        Approaching the person being solicited in a manner that is: 

 

(a) Intended to or is likely to cause a reasonable person to fear imminent bodily harm or the 

commission of a criminal act upon property in the person's possession; or 

 

(b) Intended to or is likely to intimidate the person being solicited into responding affirmatively 

to the solicitation. 

 

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE  — A device, linked to a financial institution's account 

records, which is able to carry out transactions, including but not limited to account transfers, 

deposits, cash withdrawals, balance inquiries, and mortgage and loan payments. 

 

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINE FACILITY —The area comprised of one or more 

automated teller machines, and any adjacent space which is made available to banking 

customers after regular banking hours. 

 

BANKING ORGANIZATION  — All banks, trust companies, private bankers, savings banks, 

industrial banks, safe deposit companies, savings and loan associations, credit unions and 

investment companies as defined in § 2 of the New York State Banking Law. 

 

LICENSED CASHER OF CHECKS  — Any individual, partnership, unincorporated 

association or corporation duly licensed by the New York State Superintendent of Banks to 

engage in business pursuant to the provisions of Article IX-A of the New York State Banking 

Law. 

 

PARKING LOT  — Any public parking garage, parking deck and parking lot, including, but 

not limited to those public parking garages and public parking spaces included in §13-317 of the 

Municipal Code. 

 

PUBLIC PLACE  — Any area or building owned, leased, operated or controlled by or on behalf 

of any government, municipality, public authority or public corporation in the City which is 

generally accessible by the public, including but not limited to any street, including the sidewalk 

portion thereof, bridge, park, playground, recreation area, cemetery, school or school grounds, 

building, facility, driveway, parking lot or parking garage, and the doorways and entrances to 

buildings and dwellings. 

 

SOLICIT — Shall include, without limitation, the spoken, written, or printed word or such other 

acts or bodily gestures as are conducted in furtherance of the purposes of immediately obtaining 

money or any other thing of value. 

 

C. No person shall solicit in an aggressive manner in a public place. 

 

D. No person shall solicit within 20 feet of an automated teller machine or an entrance or exit of 

an automated teller machine facility; or within 20 feet of an entrance or exit to a banking 

organization or a licensed casher of checks during its business hours. 

 

E. No person shall solicit when either the person soliciting or the person being solicited is in a 

bus shelter or at a bus stop. 
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F. No person shall solicit in a parking lot as defined in this section. 

 

H. No person on a sidewalk or alongside a roadway shall solicit from any occupant of a motor 

vehicle that is on a street or other public place. 

 

I. Penalties. A person convicted of violating this section shall be fined not less than $25 nor 

more than $250 or by imprisonment of up to 15 days, or both.  

 

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its passage. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER____________________________ 
R16-34 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE BENJAMIN CENTER 

FOR CONSULTATION FOR THE CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION  

 

(R-16-35) 

 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie established a commission to review the City of 

Poughkeepsie Charter (Charter Review Commission); and 

 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission seeks the consultation services of the 

Benjamin Center, for which The Research Foundation for the State University of New York is 

acting on their behalf; and  

 WHEREAS, The Benjamin Center, shall conduct a comprehensive and detailed review 

of the City of Poughkeepsie Charter and conduct professional analyses and draft reports and 

recommendations for the benefit of the City of Poughkeepsie Charter Review Commission so that 
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they may consider the studies, reports and presentations created by The Benjamin Center, for the 

purpose of proposing any changes or amendments to the current City of Poughkeepsie Charter to 

the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council; and   

 WHEREAS, the Dyson Foundation has agreed to provide a grant in the amount of 

$37,892, which will fund the entire cost for consultation services, and which cost will be paid 

directly to The Research Foundation for the State University of New York, acting on behalf of 

SUNY New Paltz and The Benjamin Center; and 

NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby authorizes 

the Mayor to execute an agreement between The Research Foundation for the State University of 

New York and City of Poughkeepsie and any and all other ancillary agreements and documents 

necessary to fulfill the City’s obligations under the Agreement. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 
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R16-35 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-175 OF THE  

 CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES  

ENTITLED “STOP SIGNS; LOCATIONS DESIGNATED” 

(O-16-2) 
 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PERRY: 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: Section13-175 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled “Stop 

Signs; Locations Designated” is amended by the ADDITION of the following language: 

 

On Weed Street at its intersection with Hudson Avenue and Hudson Avenue 

Extension.  

 

On Hudson Avenue Extension with its intersection with Weed Street and Hudson 

Avenue.  

 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

 

 

BOLD and UNDERLINING INDICATE ADDITION 

BRACKETS [] AND STRIKETHROUGH INDICATE DELETION 
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O-16-2 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Young and Councilmember Klein to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:15p.m. 

 

Dated: April 12, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, April 4, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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