
 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of April 6, 2015 

 

 1 

 

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, April 6, 2015 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL - All Present 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catharine Street: happy that the council has the dog clean up law 

on the agenda, thinks it should be more strongly enforced, also with dogs not being 

on leashes. Wants for the city council to grow a backbone and tell the police 

department that if they see a dog out on the street that they should make sure the 

person has a plastic bag to clean up after them, keeps seeing people throwing their 

personal trash into the city garbage cans 

 

Warren Jones 20 Mount Carmel: equates the taking of Wheaton Park to rape, that 

the council would be stealing this property from the residents of city, Wheaton Park is 

a park. 

 

Steven Planck 81 Carroll Street: this is a big year for Poughkeepsie because it’s an 

election year and we need everyone to come out and help rejuvenate the city of 

Poughkeepsie, poverty is the biggest problem in the city of Poughkeepsie, and we still 

have no union contracts after five years, redevelopment of the waterfront is a 

bittersweet thing, wants to know that whoever takes over does not support City 

Administrator Milo Bunyi. 

 

Martha Knapp South Clinton Street: Log Cabin concerns – does not want it to 

reopen, also broken sidewalk. 
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Frank Clark 608 Second Mile Drive: an election year: it’s unfortunate that these 

meetings are not on TWC, hopes that it’s not the Republican administration putting 

roadblocks in front of the Democratic council, it will help people pick who to vote in 

or back in to office, suggests that the Chamberlain is disrespecting the Chairman by 

not calling him Chairman (Chairman informs him that she was asked by himself to 

call him Councilmember and not Chairman). 

 

Robert Scores 248 Smith Street: St Patrick’s Day three alarm fire, he had tried to 

get the building he had been deeded insured and it burned the day before they showed 

up, his truck that burned was uninsured, 56 recalls on the truck, wants everyone to 

know that the PFD and Mark Johnson did one heck of a job maintaining and saving 

the building from burning to the ground, wants to know about the $85 mark with 

towing. 

 

Bill Dykus (no address given): shows appreciation for Chairman Petsas’ acting as 

master of ceremonies at the Black Heritage Rewards at the Grand, promises to talk 

about the park next time after he’s had more time to think about how he feels about it. 

 

Melvin Forshaw 16 Livingston Street: snow removal on Main St this past winter: 

the sidewalks were embarrassing and dangerous. 

 

Sheila Blanding 89 Cannon Street: it takes everyone to do something for their 

community, it takes everyone to make it a better community, doesn’t understand why 

everyone is complaining and not trying to do something themselves, stop giving non-

profit’s land, everyone needs to pitch in to help the city otherwise it’ll be lost forever, 

everyone needs to pitch in and non-profits need to stop being helped. 

 

Carol Madrid 40 Manitou Avenue: homeless advocate: who is supposed to help 

them, homeless people keep getting turned away, asks the council to consider using 

one of the many abandoned buildings as a 24-hour homeless refuge/shelter. 

 

Brandon Walker (Culinary grad): there needs to be a cohesive understanding 

between the community and the developers, the city needs to be made safe for 

everyone – not just visitors, if it was a safer place to be and visit then people would 

come out to shop and dine and the economy will be stabilized, if people felt safe it 

would be better, no one feels safe in the 300 block: he would love to open a restaurant 

there but he won’t because people don’t feel safe at night because it isn’t. 

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street: thinks that other people should be more 

aware of speaking into the mic (since there are people who have a hard time hearing 

them), also congratulates Chairman Petsas for his role as master of ceremonies, 

what’s going on about the money and zombie properties, Poughkeepsie is a dumping 

ground for all sorts of disreputable things, let’s not use our park or we’ll go down the 

tubes. 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Not Present  

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas – claims that the council is going through all the legal channels in 

alienating Wheaton Park, also claims that they’re listening openly to both sides, 

thanks John Flowers for the Easter egg hunt, reminds the audience that the public 

hearing will be continued for Wheaton Park, claims they are determined to hear any 

and all voices, claims he’s not into titles or suits and ties and claims that he’s into 

getting the job done and titles aren’t his style 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that said Resolution is 

introducing an ordinance that would rezone 110 South Grand Avenue from an R-2 

(medium density residence district) to an R-4 (medium high –density residential 

district). The request comes before you from the property owners Hudson Valley 

Community which made a presentation at your last meeting.  

 

This resolution would commence the review process required of zoning amendments, 

mainly: introducing the zoning change, declaring the Common Council’s intention to 

be lead agency, circulation to involved or interested agencies and stetting a public 

hearing. The public hearing has tentatively been scheduled for April 20, 2015 at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

Councilmember Hermann made a motion to suspend the rules to allow for the Rabi, 

and Richard Cantor from Teahan & Constantino to speak, Councilmember 

McClinton seconded the motion.  

 

Councilmember Hermann made a motion to resume the rules, Councilmember 

McClinton seconded the motion.  

 

Councilmember Hermann made a motion to amend the resolution for the public 

hearing to be held at 5:45 p.m., rather than 6:00 p.m., Councilmember McClinton 

seconded the motion.  

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING ORDINANCE 

AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE AND HEARING 
 

(R-15-25) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that an introductory ordinance, entitled “The 2015 Zoning 

Map Amendment for 110 South Grand Avenue” and  be and it hereby is introduced before 

the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of 

New York; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby appoints and 

declares its intent to be “Lead Agency” for purpose of SEQRA; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed ordinance 

are laid upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on 

said proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 

5:45 o’clock P.M., on April 20, 2015; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this introductory local law  shall 

be forwarded by the Clerk to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Dutchess 

County Planning Department, Town of Poughkeepsie and any other interested agencies for 

their comments; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk publish or cause to be published 

a public notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing 

at least five (5) days prior thereto. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN  

R15-25 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Mallory made a motion to amend the resolution to correct errors, 

Councilmember Johnson seconded the motion.  

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-15-18) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is currently working to address the rehabilitation 

of several vacant and abandoned properties so of which have been vacant for years, and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is concerned that continued vacancy will draw 

criminal activity and other nuisances to the properties and there is a overwhelming need 

to return such properties to the useful life; and  

 

WHEREAS, that the Common Council has determined there is an overwhelming support 

for returning vacant and abandoned properties back to useful life and accumulated fines 

attributable to a private owner often make it financially impossible, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has negotiated a settlement with one developer to return one property 

back to useful life and such proposal would require the city waiving fines and penalties 

that are attributable to the private owner some of which may have been relieved into tax, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, after due deliberation, the Common Council concurs, and is desirous of 

authorizing the Commissioner of Finance to waive any penalties and fines for the 

property located at 21 Hooker Avenue for the purpose of redevelopment, and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby authorizes the Commissioner of 

Finance to waive and remove any non-tax, fines and penalty attributable to a previous 

owner on property located at 21 Hooker Avenue; be it further 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance and Corporation Counsel is and 

are hereby authorized and empowered to take appropriate sets to give effect to this 

resolution. 

  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
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R15-18 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-15-26) 

 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRMAN PETSAS AND COUNCILMEMBER PERRY 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Assessment Review are appointed by 
the Common Council pursuant to the Administrative Code of the City of 
Poughkeepsie §5.02(1) and the Section 523 of the New York Real Property Tax 
Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council solicited candidates for the appointment and 
the interviewed the same; and  
 
WHEREAS, members of the Common Council, and the City Assessor, have 
recommended the appointment of Blair Fahey and Regina Strohman as 
members of the Board of Assessment Review; and 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE,  

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie does 
hereby appoint the following member to the Board of Assessment Review for a 
term of five (5) years commencing and expiring on the following dates; 
 

Blair Fahey, whose term shall commence on October 1, 2014 
and expire on September 30, 2019; 

   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie does hereby appoint the following two members to the Board of 
Assessment Review to fill the unexpired terms of two recently vacated positions 
who shall serve for the remainder of those unexpired terms; 
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Regina Strohman, whose term shall commence on October 1, 
2012 and expire on September 30, 2017;  

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
 
R15-26 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §4-9 

OF CHAPTER 4 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “ANIMALS AND FOWL” 

 

(O-15-4) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §4-9 is hereby amended by the following addition(s) and deletion(s): 

 

Section 4-9  Removal of Canine Wastes; Violation, Penalty, Exemption. 

 

(a) It shall be the duty of each dog owner or each person in possession, custody or 

control of a dog to remove any feces left by his dog on any sidewalk, gutter, street or 

other public area in the City of Poughkeepsie. 

(b) Any such person found guilty of violating this section, by refusing or failing to 

comply with the provisions hereof, shall be subject to a fine or civil penalty in an 

amount not to exceed $100 $250 per occurrence for the 1st occurrence, up to $500 

for the second occurrence and up to $1,000 for each occurrence thereafter. 

(c) The Sanitation Inspector and the Animal Control Officer shall each have the 

authority to issue appearance tickets for violations of this provision, which ticket shall 

be returnable in the City Court of the City of Poughkeepsie, which Court shall have 

the power to impose the fine or penalty set forth herein. 

(d) The provisions of this section shall not apply to a guide dog accompanying any 

blind person. 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

http://ecode360.com/27006297#27006297
http://ecode360.com/27006298#27006298
http://ecode360.com/27006299#27006299
http://ecode360.com/27006300#27006300
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 

ADDITION(S) denoted by Underlining and Bold 

 

DELETION(S) denoted by Strikethrough 

 
O-15-4 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

a Financial Restructuring Board.  
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2. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

the proposed Enterprise Vehicle Fleet Management.  
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3. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL AQEEL, 

communication regarding the proposed Safe House Ordinance.  
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4. FROM ANTHONY DALLEO, a notice of property damage sustained on 

March 18, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

5. FROM LUCINA LOPEZ, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

January 1, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

6. FROM SOCRATES ALICEA, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 2, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

7. FROM RONALD C. KING, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 11, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

8. FROM JAMES J. RANIERI, III, a notice of property damage sustained 

on February 17, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

9. FROM TODD SACKETT AND LOUIS ROSSI, a notice of intent for 

167 Cedar Avenue to obtain a Liquor License. Referred to Corporation 

Counsel. 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory – asks the chamberlain about TWC, also asks City 

Administrator Bunyi if Albany used a financial advisor 

  

Councilmember Hermann – wants the walking signs put back up, announces the 

second Poughkeepsie Youth Expo 

 

Councilmember Klein – mentions the fire mentioned earlier by an audience 

member, also thanks people for bringing up TWC, asks about the charter review 

commission 
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Councilmember Johnson – inquires about the LED lights 

 

Councilmember McClinton – asks Commissioner of Public Works Gent for a hard 

copy of the CBGD break down, also announces a public forum and the Spring Bring 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember McClinton – has the stats for the police department 

 

Councilmember Perry – looking forward to the parks getting refreshed 

 

Councilmember Rich – announces Make Poughkeepsie Shine clean up 

 

Councilmember Petsas – asks about the notices for abandoned buildings being sent 

out, asks for a break down for how many properties that are off the tax rolls and for 

what reasons, city hall roof concerns 

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Petsas and Vice Chair Rich to adjourn the meeting at 

9:10 p.m. 

 

Dated:  September 9, 2015 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 

 

 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, April 6, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

5:00 Public Hearing regarding a project 

to sell city owned property located at 

36 North Clover Street including the potential 

alienation of parkland commonly known as “Wheaton Park”. 
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I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

25, introducing ordinance to amend zoning for 110 South Grand Avenue, 

declaring Lead Agency and setting a Public Hearing.  

 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

18, regarding the redevelopment of vacant property located at 21 Hooker 

Avenue.  

 

3. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS AND COUNCILMEMBER PERRY, 

Resolution R15-26, approving two appointments to the BAR (Assessment 

Review Board). 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
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1. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL AQEEL, Ordinance 

O-15-4, amending Section 4-9 entitled “Removal of canine wastes; 

violation, penalty, exemption”, to increase the fine.   

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

10. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

a Financial Restructuring Board.  

 

11. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

the proposed Enterprise Vehicle Fleet Management.  

 

12. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL AQEEL, 

communication regarding the proposed Safe House Ordinance.  

 

13. FROM ANTHONY DALLEO, a notice of property damage sustained on 

March 18, 2015.  

 

14. FROM LUCINA LOPEZ, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

January 1, 2015.  

 

15. FROM SOCRATES ALICEA, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 2, 2015.  

 

16. FROM RONALD C. KING, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 11, 2015.  

 

17. FROM JAMES J. RANIERI, III, a notice of property damage sustained 

on February 17, 2015.  

 

18. FROM TODD SACKETT AND LOUIS ROSSI, a notice of intent for 

167 Cedar Avenue to obtain a Liquor License.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 

 


