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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, August 22, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes 7-5-16 and 7-11-16 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 

Penny Lewis 28 Harrison Street 

Laurie Sandow South Grand Avenue 
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Ruth Weinmann 270 Hull Avenue, Clintondale  

Sean Harden 36 Glenwood Avenue  

Ken Stickle 118 Catherine Street 

Damon Crumb 73 Mansion Street 
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Kyle Moreau 24 Styvestandt Street 

Mark Pagano 12 Marian Avenue 

Sandera Clark 25 Roosevelt Avenue 

IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison since last meeting, the city received an additional $2.3 Million in direct 

aide as in relates to our storm water and pump station upgrades. Recently he represented 

the city and the Joint Water Board at a press conference in Beacon, about the concerns 

about the possible anchorage spots in the Hudson Valley. There as a lot of activity 

related to that. As far as the City of Poughkeepsie, and the Joint Water Board are 

concerned, it is our water supply, and we have serious concerns as far as environmental 

contamination. Which could in essence effect the city’s and the towns water supply. 

Tonight you will hear about the Capital Plan, which is a five year plan, on capital 

infrastructure needs for the city. He just wanted to let you know, it is just a plan, all of 

those numbers are just numbers that were put together in priority number by the Capital 

Plan Committee. Any of those expenditures for those infrastructures, and capital costs, 

have to come back to the council for approval. As you accept the plan that does not 

mean that you are accepting any one of those particular items for funding, without your 

approval. Thanked the Chairman, he had asked the Chairman to consider creating a 

Finance Committee, which is in the Charter, the City Council has the ability to have a 

Finance Committee, felt it was appropriate, and significant, so that this Finance 

Committee can work with the Administration, and Finance on the 2017 budget, as well 

as other financial aspects of the city. Wanted to have members of the council who would 

be able to attend all of the budget meetings, as they wished. This way there would be 

good and accurate information, and give and take on the 2017 budget. There are two 

new interns that are currently working on the third floor. The first one is Chris Cassidy, 

who is working in the Corporation Counsel Office. Chris is going to be a senior at 

Poughkeepsie High School this fall. And he is working on updating our Vacant Property 

registry list and he is doing a great job. The second is Annemarie Wheeler, she just 

graduated from Poughkeepsie High School, and is working in the Mayor’s Office in 

media related outreach. There was a meeting today with the City Administrator and the 

individuals who ran the pools for the 2016 season. This summer, the pools ran 14, 000 

people attended the pool as Pulaski, both swimmers and family members, and close to 

10,000 were at Spratt. Thanked the Poughkeepsie City School District who supplied free 

lunches at both pools this summer, 250 a day at Pulaski, and at least 30 a day at Spratt. 

There was a very successful weekend here in the city, Jazz in the Valley at the 

waterfront, and was the largest attended to date. We are in the beginning stages of 

working on an anti-littering initiative with the Downtown Poughkeepsie Partnership. 

Wanted to invite all councilmembers, members of the public, to the 911 Ceremony, 

which will be held Friday, September 9th at 10:00 at City Hall.  

 

V. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Vice-Chair Cherry congratulated to the high school seniors who are volunteering in 

city hall, Chris Cassidy, and Annemarie Wheeler. Congratulated all of the Police 

Officers who received awards tonight, especially Karen Zirbel, who couldn’t be at the 

meeting tonight, but is a very good friend, and does a lot of phenomenal things in the 



 Official Minutes of the Council Meeting of Monday, August 22, 2016 

6 

 

community. The skate park, we thank all of you so much for your efforts, we’re 

compelled, Ms. Ruth to try to meet that fifteen day deadline, can’t promise, but will try, 

the Shred Foundation, Danny Harrison is also a good friend, and she is going to donate 

out of her own pocket to that cause. Understand that there will be another event coming 

up, and please let the council know, so that they can help out. As far as the parking lot at 

Ebenezer, stated that she is not aware of it coming back on the agenda anytime soon, so 

to those of you who have concerns, there will be ample notice if it does come back on 

the agenda. As far as Nubian Directions, Resolution R16-72, “we are in a compromised 

situation in the city, it’s through no fault of any of us up here, the Administration of the 

Council. But the way that the city is currently set up, it is not set up for people to be 

successful. We have no first time home buyer program, we do not have enough public 

housing, we do not have enough jobs, and the median income in Poughkeepsie is 

$50,000. So it is very easy to say, let’s sell it, get it owner occupied, but if the owners 

can’t afford to buy in Poughkeepsie, right now we are at a 55/42 split, with homestead 

and non-homestead properties. The ultimate goal for all of us is to sell more property, to 

generate more tax base, to generate more revenue, but we have to put certain things into 

place, so that can happen. We need to establish jobs, we need to attract businesses, we 

need to work with our non-profits, and kind of guide them a little more. There was not a 

lot of oversight in the past with the non-profits. When Mr. Bullock presents later on, she 

will be bringing up some of these questions. It’s not enough to just take homeless people 

off the street. What are we doing to help them live a better quality of life, what are we 

giving them that will last longer than a night. We need to start thinking long term. With 

that said, some of the decisions that we will make may not be popular, may not be liked 

by everyone, but can honestly say that anything attached to her name, she is looking at 

the long-term goal of the City of Poughkeepsie, the strategic plan, and sticking to the 

vision and mission that she set out to do when she was elected to the council. As far as 

the drug dealing, that is a problem throughout the City of Poughkeepsie. Thank you for 

having more patrol in the 3rd and the 5th ward, there has been an issue in the 6th ward, on 

South Clinton Street, where a resident contacting the tip line, has a picture of the car. 

Right now drug dealing is rampant in the city. Mr. Crumb, you have my sympathy, you 

should not have to live in those conditions. She knows that on “their end’ they are doing 

everything they can, may not be moving fast enough, and can attest they are working, 

and are on their side. Please if there is anything specific that can be done, just let them 

know. Stated that she doesn’t think that any of them have faced this type of 

circumstance before. Please guide them if there is anything else that can be done for 

them to support you. Lastly, as far as Recreation, brought up the Mayor, they are 

working behind the scenes to try to ramp up the City of Poughkeepsie Recreation 

Department. That is an important goal of both the Mayor and the Council. Mr. Harding, 

she asked Mr. Knapp to please follow up with him, just to talk, believes everyone needs 

closure. She apologized that he had to attend a Council Meeting to get that closure, but 

you will get it. Lastly, the concerts in the Park, Jazz in the Park was a big success. 

Contacting Senator Skartados as far as the vacant property, we s should follow up on 

that. Ms. Penny said we can call him, and he can do the research for us.  
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VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember 

Klein to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R 16-69) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached certificates of Base Percentages, Current Percentage, 

Base Proportions and Certificate of Adjusted Base Proportions for the levy of taxes on the 2016 

Assessment roll are hereby approved in accordance with Article 19 of the Real Property Tax 

Law.    

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN  

 

 
R16-69 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION  

 

(R-16-71) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and directed to 

publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held August 29, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. concerning the 

adoption of the 2017 to 2021 capital plan as submitted to the Common Council. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 

 
R16-71 

 Accepted  

 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Johnson and seconded by Councilmember  

     Klein to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-72) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON  

 

WHEREAS, Nubian Direction II, Inc. (‘Nubian Direction”) is the owner of 23 Hooker Avenue 

in the City of Poughkeepsie having purchased same from the City by deed dated July 24, 2015; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, said sale was approved with conditions including the condition, that the premise be 

owner-occupied for a period of ten (10) years from the date of transfer; and  

 

WHEREAS, Nubian has requested that the City waive the requirement that the property be 

owner-occupied as Nubian Direction is now desirous of maintaining the property as a rental unit 

as opposed to rehabilitating the property for sale which was their initial desire; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is agreeable to waiving the requirement provided that other 

conditions are maintained; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby waives the condition precedent that the 

premise located at 23 Hooker Avenue in the City of Poughkeepsie be owner occupied provided 

such condition is replaced with the following conditions precedent: 
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a.  If at any-time in the first ten (10) years from the date of this deed, Grantee transfers 

said property, said property shall be sold with the condition that the premises be 

owner-occupied. 

 

b. Grantee agrees that should the premise be tax-exempt pursuant to the Real Property 

Tax Law Grantee agrees to enter into an agreement with the City of Poughkeepsie in 

which Grantee shall agree to make a payment in-lieu of taxes in an amount which shall 

be equal to the property’s assessed value multiplied by the amount of the budget of 

the City of Poughkeepsie which comprise Police, Fire and the Department of Public 

Works excluding capital projects (but never more than 45%) which shall then be 

multiplied by the tax rate: e.g. ((assessed value X % of the city budget that comprise 

police, fire and DPW but no more than 45%) x tax rate). 

 

c. If Grantee maintains the property for as a rental, it shall restrict rental to low-income 

families/individuals, veterans or the disabled whose income does not exceed 30% of 

the area median income (AMI) as determined by HUD.  

 

 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for the above mentioned 

transaction provided such contract contains the terms contained herein together with such other 

terms and conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the Mayor, the 

City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to do all 

things necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 

 

 
R16-72 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRADY, a communication 

regarding the 2017-2021 Capital Plan.  
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2. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE BRADY, a communication 

regarding the authorization of a Grant Agreement with NYS Environmental 

Facilities Corp., regarding Engineering Planning Grant Agreement for the City of 

Poughkeepsie Wastewater Improvement Project.  
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3. FROM COUNCILMEMBER RANDALL JOHNSON, a communication 

regarding the proposed the parking amendments on Grubb Street.  
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4. FROM SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR BULLOCK, a 

communication regarding the approval of the 2016 CDBG Draft Action Plan. 
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5. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, a communication regarding an additional stop sign 

at Henderson and Clark Streets. 
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6. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, a communication regarding the support of the 

Joint Water Board’s opposition to propose anchorage sites.  
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7. FROM SCOTT L. JOHNSON, a notice of property damage sustained on July 

15, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel. 

 

8. FROM VALARIE PETERKIN, a notice of property damage sustained on July 

1, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

9. FROM KARLISSA STROMAN, a notice of property damage sustained on July 

26, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

10. FROM WHITE AND WILLIAMS, LLP, a notice of property damage 

sustained on May 4, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

11. FROM CAPT’N CLIFFY’S RIVER STATION RESTAURANT AND 

CATERING, a notice of intent to renew their Liquor License. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel.  

 

X. UNFINISHED: 

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 10:08 p.m. 

 

Dated: September 14, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, August 22, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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