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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, August 24, 2015 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL - All Present 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Minutes of February 17, 2015 

Common Council Minutes March 2, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of March 16, 2015 

Common Council Meeting of April 6, 2015 

 
Approving Minutes 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

RESOLUTION  

 

 REMOVE: 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-64, consenting 

to the assignment of an Agreement with IBM for the sale of water.  

ADD: 

IX. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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4. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a communication regarding 

consenting to the assignment of an Agreement with IBM for the sale of water.  

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Paul Herman 17 Spoor Avenue: has concerns about the Ice House looking to get their liquor 

license – thinks the contract should be reopened and the rent adjusted, has concerns about the 

redo of the charter – has issue with the City Administrator’s conduct 

 

Damon Crumb 73 Mansion Street: talks about his plan for Solarize Poughkeepsie 

 

Seth Decroce 7 Reservoir Street:  
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Doug Nobiletti 145 Academy Street: announces that he is not actually moving, but his wife is 

with his parents to a safer environment, concerned about the gunshots in front of his commercial 

building on Main Street, says that Main Street has been beautified and attempts and efforts have 

been made to do more, announces that one of his tenants would like to open an art gallery and he 

wants to give the building a face lift but he has issue with what Lucky Platt did with their iron 

beams that ruined the sidewalks and have made this work hard 

 

Laurie Sandow (doesn’t give address): mentions the charter review and how many members of 

the public who wants to know what’s going on with that committee, mentions the transportation 

survey, says that transportation and education are the city’s worst issues, talks about the 

superintendent ordinance 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catharine Street: says that he puts his information on all of his buildings now, 

thinks the North Hamilton wall should be addressed, addresses the impropriety of the council at 

times – plugging their own agendas and having screaming matches while in the middle of a 

meeting, berates them for acting like children when they are supposed to be our government 

officials 

 

Constantine Kazolias  47 Noxon Street: talks about the charter, talks about signs on buildings, 

talks about how poor the city is, talks about the Ice House, talks about the proposed gas station, 

thanks ‘brother’ Johnson and ‘brother’ Klein about the minimum wage. 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Not Present  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas – addresses the camera orientation, expresses condolences on behalf of the 

council to the family of John Flowers for their loss, talks about the liquor license at the Ice 

House, addresses the charter review commission concerns, takes offense when people come to 

the mic and accuse the council of doing things in the dark or illegally 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION  

 

(R-15-65) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized and directed to 

publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held September 21, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. concerning the 

adoption of the 2016 to 2020 capital plan as submitted to the Common Council on August 24, 

2015. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 

 
R15-65 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that said Resolutions are proposed 

SEQRA Resolution and Sales Resolution for 47 West Arnold Road authorizing the sale of the 

property to New York Property Management and Development Company for consideration in 

the amount of $5,500.00. Pursuant to the Resolution before you, transfer of the property shall 

reflect a deed restriction such that the property will be used solely as a single-family residence. 
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 The subject property was damaged by fire and requires extensive rehabilitation. In the 

purchase offer, Carl B. Immich, as purchaser, indicated that he plans to install “all new electrical, 

plumbing, sheetrock, flooring, paint, roof, kitchen, bathrooms and replace the landscaping.” 

Further, the purchaser of said property indicates that construction will commence immediately 

upon approval of this sale and all work is to be completed within 120 days.   

 

 Given the current dilapidated condition of the subject property and all the work that will 

be required to restore this home to a habitable state, the Administration believes the sale, if 

approved, is in the best interests of the City of Poughkeepsie.   

 

Councilwoman Ann Perry, whose ward the property resides, has indicated her support.  

 

NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 

 ACT (SEQRA) RESOLUTION REGARDING A SALE OF 

 CERTAIN CITY OWNED PROPERTIES 

(R-15-66) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is considering the sale of certain 

property in which the City of Poughkeepsie now has a possessory interest known by its Tax Map 

No.: 6162-73-608169, and more commonly known as, 47 West Arnold Road; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers the proposed sale to be an Unlisted Action under 

Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.2 of the SEQRA regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers itself to be the only "involved agency" with respect 

to this proposed sale of properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has reviewed the proposed sale of properties in accordance 

with Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has considered the hereto attached Short Environmental 

Assessment Form (EAF) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

 

1. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(1) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action is subject to SEQRA; and 

 

2. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(2) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the action does not involve a federal agency; and 

 

3. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(3) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action does not involve any other agencies; and 

 

4. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(4) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

classifies the above described action as an unlisted action.  The Common Council 
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in making such classification considered Section 617.12 of Title 6 NYCRR and 

determined that the above action did not fall into any of the categories listed under 

Type I, and also considered Section 617.13 of NYCRR and determined that the 

above described action did not fit under any of the categories listed under Type II 

Actions, thus reaching the conclusion that it is to be considered an unlisted action; 

and 

 

5. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(5) the Common Council determines that the 

above described project will not require a long EAF since the short EAF provides 

sufficient information; and  

 

6. The Common Council officially makes a determination of non-significance in that 

the proposed sale of properties are not expected to result in a significant adverse 

impact on the environment and, therefore, the preparation of a draft environmental 

impact statement is not necessary; and 

 

7. This determination shall be considered a Negative Declaration for the purposes of 

Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

 

8. The City Chamberlain shall maintain a file of this determination as well as the 

attached EAF which is hereby made a part of this resolution. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
 
R15-66 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-15-67) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has previously taken title to real property located at 47 

West Arnold Road, known as Tax Map No.: 6161-30-155870 in the City of Poughkeepsie by 

reason of unpaid taxes, all of which is hereinafter referred to as the “Property”; and 
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WHEREAS, the above mentioned Property has been offered for sale by the City in compliance 

with the policy for the sale of City owned property and the City has received one offer to purchase 

such property; and  

 

WHEREAS, an offer has been received to purchase the Property under certain circumstances from 

New York Property Management & Development for the sum of $5,500.00; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Administration of the City of Poughkeepsie, after consideration of the City’s 

policy for the sale of City owned property, has recommended that the City of Poughkeepsie accept 

this offer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council hereby finds that the offer from New York Property 

Management & Development is the most favorable of the offers presented and that it is in the best 

interests of the City of Poughkeepsie to approve such offer; 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby makes the following determinations:  (a) 

that there is no existing municipal purpose or need for the Property, and (b) that the sale price and 

conditions imposed herein represent fair and adequate consideration for the conveyance; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that the offer from New York Property Management & Development to purchase 

the parcels in the City of Poughkeepsie and known as Grid #(s) 6161-30-155870 for the sum of 

$5,500.00 is hereby approved subject to the hereinafter mentioned conditions and subject to such 

other and further conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate; and be it 

further  

 

RESOLVED, that this sale is approved subject to the following conditions: 

 

A. the conveyance of title and the payment of the purchase price shall take place within 

thirty (30) days of the date of this resolution, unless the Corporation Counsel shall 

grant such extension as he deems appropriate;  

B. The transfer of title and Purchaser’s use of the Property shall be subject to all state, 

federal and local regulations including the City of Poughkeepsie and New York State 

Building Codes and the City of Poughkeepsie Zoning Ordinance and real property 

taxes coming due pursuant to law on and after the date of transfer of title; 

C. Purchaser shall accept such title to the real property as the City of Poughkeepsie is 

possessed of and agrees to accept such title by quitclaim deed subject to any defects 

or encumbrances as are of record; 

D. Purchaser agrees that he shall not use the agreed upon purchase price as a reason to 

grieve or otherwise contest the assessed value of the premises for purposes of real 

property taxation; and 

E. Transfer of the property shall reflect a deed restriction that such property shall be 

used solely as a single-family residential unit.  
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RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for the above mentioned 

transaction provided such contract contains the terms contained herein together with such other 

terms and conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the Mayor, the 

City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-67 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Assistant Corporation Counsel Aqeel informed the Council that this resolution is to set a 

public hearing, and introducing the proposed ordinance which will require a live-in 

superintendent in dwellings having nine or more units. This resolution will set a public hearing 

for September 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
RESOLUTION INTRODUCING LOCAL LAW 

AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC 
NOTICE AND HEARING 

(R15-68) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that an introductory Ordinance, entitled “Live-in Superintendent 

Required,” be and it hereby is introduced before the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie 

in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed ordinance is laid 

upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said 

proposed ordinance at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 5:30 o’clock 

P.M., on September 8, 2015; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public 
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notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five (5) 

days prior thereto. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-68 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

VII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

 O-R-D-I-N-A-N-C-E 
(O-15-6) 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §19-3.23 OF CHAPTER 19 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE ENTITLED “ZONING 

AND LAND USE REGULATIONS” 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows: 
 
Section 1: §19-3.23 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code is hereby amended by the 
following additions: 

 
Section 19-3.23 Central Commercial District (C2) 

 
(4)  Lot and bulk requirements. Lot and bulk requirements shall be as follows:  
 

(a) Minimum required lot area: none.  
 
(b) Maximum lot coverage of principal and accessory buildings: 100%, except, 

where applicable, the following minimum yards and setbacks shall apply:  
 

1.  Front yard. Where the block frontage is located partly in the C-2 District and 
partly in an R-1 through R-6 or O-R District, the front yard requirement of 
the R or O-R District shall apply in the C-2 District.  
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2. Side yard. Where the side of a lot in the C-2 District abuts upon the side of a 
lot in an R or O-R District, there shall be a side yard of not less than the side 
yard required in the abutting R or O-R District. In all other cases a side yard 
for a commercial building shall not be required but, if provided, shall not be 
less than six feet in width.  

3.  Rear yard. Where the C-2 District abuts upon an R or O-R District, there shall 
be a rear yard of not less than 15% of the depth of the lot, but such a rear 
yard need not exceed 20 feet. In all other cases a rear yard is not required, 
except that if one is provided it shall not be less than eight feet in depth. In 
the case of a corner lot abutting a nonresidential district on both streets, both 
interior property lines shall 
be considered to be side lot lines. (Note: This avoids the need for a rear 
yard on a corner lot in a C-2 District which would disrupt the continuity of 
frontage.)  
 

(c) Maximum floor area ratio (FAR).  
 

1. For building on lots containing 5,000 square feet or less, a maximum FAR of 
4.0 is allowed.  

2. For each 1,000 square feet of lot area in excess of 5,000 square feet, an 
additional FAR of 1.0 may be added to the basic FAR of 4.0, to a maximum 
FAR of nine and 9.0.  

3. Upon approval by the Planning Board, a bonus FAR of 1.0 may be added if 
the proposed use or occupancy of 75% or more of the leasable floor area of 
the ground floor of a building is for retail, restaurant or banking activity.  

4. In no instance shall the maximum FAR allowed exceed 10.0.  
 

(d) Height limitation. The maximum height of a building shall be 100 feet, 
measured from the street, road or driveway providing access for fire-fighting 
equipment, to the roof line. Except as provided below, no building shall exceed 
10 stories in height.  
 
1. Waiver of height limitation. In the site plan review process, the Planning 

Board may approve an application for construction of a building in excess of 
the one-hundred-foot height limitation, but not in excess of 120 feet, or in 
excess of 10 stories but not exceeding 12 stories, conditioned upon the 
review and approval by the Fire Chief of detailed construction drawings 
which incorporate all fire safety elements as mandated by the State Building 
Construction Code, Pamphlet No. 14 of the National Fire Codes entitled 
"Standpipe and Hose Systems," and any other requirements as specified by 
the Fire Chief or Fire Inspector which shall ensure the maximum protection 
of life and property against fire hazards.  

 
(e) Upper Story Setbacks on Principal Buildings: In order to ensure that 

building height extensions or the construction of new principal buildings 
on infill lots do not create new nonconformities to pre-existing adjacent 
structures with regard to wall openings and other requirements of the 
Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code; or create functionally obsolete 
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wall openings for the purposes of light and ventilation; or obstruct access 
of emergency service vehicles to upper floors of existing adjacent 
structures, the following setback requirements shall apply: 

1. Where a height extension is proposed on an existing principal building, 
said extension shall be setback a minimum of 5 feet from any pre-
existing, legal exterior wall openings, such as windows, of an adjacent 
principal building located on an abutting lot.  

2. The construction of a new principal building on a lot that abuts a lot with 
a pre-existing principal building with a side yard setback of zero is 
permitted to be constructed with a side yard setback of zero on the first 
floor. However, for all additional floors above the first floor, a setback of 
at least 5 feet shall be required from any existing exterior wall openings, 
such as windows, of the adjacent pre-existing principal building. The 
setback shall be measured from the lot line.  

 
Section 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
Additions denoted by Bold and Underlining 
 

 
O-15-6 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

VIII. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, six month financial report.  
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2. FROM DANIEL DORN, a notice of claim from April 6, 2014. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel.  
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3. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN an executive session to 

discuss the proposed sale of real property which if disclosed would affect the value 

of the real property. 

 

4. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a communication 

regarding consenting to the assignment of an Agreement with IBM for the sale of 

water.  
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember McClinton – thanked Commissioner of Public Works Gent for 

addressing Hooker Ave, and also thanked him for emailing her about the Bartlett Park 

equipment. Brought up the illegal dumping and the evictions, and how everything is out 

on the lawn, and when did it become the city’s job to clean that up.  

 

Councilmember Perry – thanked Commissioner of Public Works Gent, Violation 

Inspector/Recycling Coordinator Johnson, and City Administrator Bunyi for their quick 

action of cleaning up on S Clinton/Reservoir St, hopes that the people who are doing the 

dumping stop so that the neighborhood can be kept cleaner 

 

Councilmember Johnson – announces his King Street Park/Back to School Bash again 

 

Councilmember Klein – asks about the status of the sale of 204 Church St, asks about 

notifying the Historical Preservation Committee, addresses the Ice House issue 

 

Councilmember Hermann – also comments on 204 Church St, mentions possibly using 

Mr. Decroce’s abilities, thanks everyone involved in the service drive in the 8th ward, 

asks City Administrator Bunyi about appointing a permanent Commissioner of Finance 

 

Councilmember Rich – appreciates the camera angle adjustment 

 

Councilmember Petsas – asks Commissioner of Public Works Gent about the list of 

park improvements 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Hermann – goes back into old business: addresses City Administrator 

Bunyi about a public participant’s frustration with the website and event postings, and 

asks about adjusting parts of the new website, announces a fundraiser at Spratt Park 

 

Councilmember Klein – addresses the shots that were fired near the social security 

building and says that this is one of the most critical issues the city has to deal with right 

now, expresses concerns about the environment that children are growing up in in this 

city and that we need to address these issues, says that he would be happy to participate 
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in a discussion about these issues in the community and thinks that they need to be talked 

about and addressed rather than blame being placed 

 

Councilmember Perry – would also be willing to participate in Councilmember Klein’s 

proposed discussion 

 

Councilmember McClinton – asks City Administrator Bunyi about the city’s position 

on Pop Warner, thanks Commissioner of Public Works Gent for his help in cleaning up in 

her ward, asks City Administrator about the parking meters on upper Main St 

 

Councilmember Petsas – says that he would also like to be involved in any discussions 

about handling the violence in the city but that they also need the mayor and the 

executive branch to participate as well 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Petsas and Councilmember Mallory to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:30 p.m.  

 

Dated:  October 28, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, August 24, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 

 

 

 


