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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, August 29, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 
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Damon Crumb 73 Mansion Street 

Penny Lewis 20 Harrison Street 

Ken Stickle 118 Catherine Street 

Laurie Sandow 201 South Grand Avenue 
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Bruce Dooris 31 North Clover Street 

 

IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison was not present during “Mayor’s Comments”. 

 

V. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas wanted to bring clarity on the Charter Review Commission, they are 

having a meeting tomorrow meeting in the Council Chambers at 6:15 p.m. and at 7:00 

p.m. there will be a public comment period for the public to make comments on the 

Charter Review Commission, and at 8:00 they will be answering questions. And that 

will be followed a final vote on that Thursday at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R16-74) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 5.02 of the Charter of the City of Poughkeepsie, the 

City Administrator has presented the 2017-2021 Capital Projects Program to the Common 

Council; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council held its public hearing concerning the 2017-2021 Capital 

Projects Program on August 29, 2016; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Capital Projects Program is considered a planning document for the City’s 

anticipated Capital Projects needs for the ensuing five-year period, and as such, the Program may 

be amended from time to time before a particular Capital Project is implemented and final project 

approval will be made as sources of funds are identified; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 2017-2021 Capital Projects Program budget annexed hereto is 

hereby approved by the Common Council subject to such amendments as may be deemed 

necessary and/or advisable, and also subject to such further approvals as may be required by law. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 

 
R16-74 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION  

(R-16-75) 
 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

 

WHEREAS, both the County of Dutchess and the City of Poughkeepsie operate separate public 

transit systems; and  

 

WHEREAS, because of the proximity of both systems, certain efficiencies of scale can be gained 

by both systems if limited aspects of the transit systems are shared; and  

 

WHEREAS, the County of Dutchess and the City of Poughkeepsie are authorized by law to enter 

into agreements to provide jointly any services or facility each may provide separately  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that the terms of the Intermunicipal Agreement providing for the delivery 

of paratransit services attached hereto are hereby approved; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the City Administrator are hereby authorized to execute this 

Agreement and to do all things necessary and convenient to give full effect to this Resolution.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON   

 

 
R16-75 

 Accepted  

 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-76) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHAIRMAN PETSAS 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is considering establishing new anchorage grounds 

in the Hudson River from Yonkers, New York to Kingston, New York, suggesting that anchorage 

grounds may improve navigation safety along portions of the Hudson River, allowing for a safer 

and more efficient flow of vessel traffic; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Poughkeepsie Joint Water Project is the single biggest water project drawing 

water from the Hudson River and supplying more than 80,000 residents with drinking water; and  

 

WHEREAS, The Poughkeepsie Joint Water Project Board met to discuss and consider said 

United States Coast Guard’s plan of the new anchorage grounds; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsie Joint Water Board, in summary, opposes said new additional 

anchorage grounds, for the safety of the entire areas drinking water should there be any spills 

from said barges at these newly established anchorage grounds;  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council concurs with the Poughkeepsie Joint Water 

Board opposition to the United States Coast Guard’s proposed new additional anchorage grounds; 

and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council does hereby authorize the Mayor or 

his designee to forward this resolution to the United States Coast Guard, our local U.S. Senators 

and U.S. Representatives. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
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R16-76 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

R16-77 

 

CALLING UPON THE COAST GUARD TO HOLD A PUBLIC MEETING IN 

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED NEW 

ANCHORAGE GROUND IN THE HUDSON RIVER 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCNAMARA 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is considering establishing new anchorage 

grounds in the Hudson River from Yonkers, NY to Kingston, NY as it has received requests 

from industry associations that suggest additional anchorage grounds may improve navigation 

safety along an extended portion of the Hudson River, which currently has no anchorage 

grounds; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Coast Guard is required to considering such request, but is seeking 

comment and information about the operational needs for new anchorage grounds and what 

form possible regulations should take; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Coast Guard’s notice advises that it is considering proposing that an 

anchorage ground covering approximately 75 acres for up to two vessels be established as a 

Milton anchorage ground as just south of the City’s waterfront on the west bank of the Hudson 

River; and 

 

WHEREAS, a map is attached to this Resolution depicting the proposed Hudson River 

Anchorage proposal, specifically such anchorage area in Milton which would directly impact 

the City’s Southern Waterfront where the City has spent considerable  time, energy and money 

developing; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed Milton Anchorage Site’s proximity to the Southern 

Waterfront will have a direct impact on the City’s view shed, quality of life and tourist 

economy; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

requests that the Coast Guard hold a public meeting to be hosted by the City of Poughkeepsie 

and held at City Hall for the purpose of the receiving public comment and to allow the Coast 

Guard to explain the proposed Milton Anchorage Ground which proximity to the City of 

Poughkeepsie’s Southern Waterfront will have a direct impact on the City’s view shed, quality 

of life and impact its tourist economy; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, the City Council requests further information be provided including, but 

not limited, to the following: 

 

a) Whether in considering adopting proposed rules 

permitting new anchorage grounds, will the Coast Guard 

comply with the National Environmental Protection Act 

(“NEPA”)? 

 

b) On average, how many ships per year would use such 

anchorage positions? 

 

c) On average how long would a ship be anchored? 

 

d) What are the potential impacts associated with noise 

from the ships? 

 

a) What are the potential impacts associated with lights on the ship? 

 

b) What are the potential impacts to the view shed when 

considered from all points in the City of 

Poughkeepsie? 

 

c) What is the potential economic impact on tourism in 

the City of Poughkeepsie from locating such 

anchorage points opposite the City’s Southern 

Waterfront? 

 

d) Are the proposed anchorage points consistent with the 

City of Poughkeepsie’s Local Waterfront 
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Revitalization Plan? 

 

e) Details as to the height, length and width of the ships 

that would be expected to anchor at the Poughkeepsie 

anchorage ground. 

 

f) Types of materials that ships would be hauling that 

would be potentially anchored at the Poughkeepsie 

anchorage ground. 

 

g) Safety measures in place to protect the City of 

Poughkeepsie’s drinking water which draws water 

directly from the Hudson River. 

 

And be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be and hereby is directed to send a copy of this 

resolution to the United States Coast Guard and our federal representatives.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  

 
R16-77 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

    Johnson to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION 

R16-78 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT: 

WHEREAS the City has been selected to receive up to $30,000 for the Engineering Planning 

Grant through the New York Clean Water State Revolving Fund program. Further this grant 

will be utilized for conceptual design for a Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 

project. Award of the CWSRF project is expected in October 2016.  The proposed project is 

divided into 6 sub projects. Sub project 1 is Riverview CSO Elimination. Sub project 2 is a City 

wide, Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP) rehabilitation of VCT sewer pipe. Sub project 3 is the Meyer 

Avenue Pump Station Rehabilitation. Sub project 4 is the Pine Street Pump Station 

Rehabilitation. Sub project 5 is WPCP Improvements. Sub Project 6 is the Cedar Avenue Pump 

Station. 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Administrator OR Mayor is authorized to execute a 

Grant Agreement with the NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation and any and all other 

contracts, documents and instruments necessary to bring about the Project and to fulfill the City 

of Poughkeepsie obligations under the Engineering Planning Grant Agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Poughkeepsie authorizes and appropriates a 

minimum of 20% local match as required by the Engineering Planning Grant Program for the 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.  Under the 

Engineering Planning Grant Program, this local match must be at least 20% of the total project 

cost.  The maximum local share appropriated subject to any changes agreed to by the 

Commissioner of Finance shall not exceed $20,000 based upon a total estimated maximum 

project cost of $50,000. The Commissioner of Finance may increase this local match through 

the use of in kind services without further approval from the City of Poughkeepsie. 

SEQR Type II Determination Resolution 

Whereas, 6 NYCRR Section 617.5 (Title 6 of the New York Code of Rules and Regulations) 

under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQR) provides that certain actions 

identified in subdivision (c) of that section are not subject to environmental review under the 

Environmental Conservation Law;  



 Official Minutes of the Council Meeting of Monday, August 29, 2016 

31 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Poughkeepsie hereby determines that the proposed 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE WASTEWATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT can be classified 

as a Type II action under Environmental Conservation Law 6 NY CRR 61 7. 5 ( c )(2) as a 

"replacement, rehabilitation or reconstruction of a structure or facility, in kind, on the same site, 

including upgrading building to meet building or fire codes ... " A "facility" by definition is 

"something that is built, installed, or established to serve a particular purpose" (Merriam-

Webster) which would include all sewer piping and appurtenances. Furthermore, 6 NYCRR 

617.5(c)(l) includes "maintenance or repair involving no substantial changes in an existing 

structure or facility" as a Type II action as well. As a Type II, no environmental review is 

required and no further action is required by the applicant under SEQRA. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

R16-78 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

 
O-16-6 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 
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O-16-7 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM FIRE CHIEF JOHNSON, a presentation regarding Fire Department 

Equipment.  

 

2. FROM COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON, a communication 

regarding the proposed sale of a portion the Smith Street parking lot.  

 

3. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS AND COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY, a 

communication regarding a proposed Resolution requesting Mayor Rolison and 

County Executive Molinaro renegotiate the County’s sales tax formula.  

 

4. FROM MOLLY JENKINS, a notice of property damage sustained on June 12, 

2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

5. FROM WHITE AND WILLIAMS, LLP, a notice of property damage 

sustained by Timothy Lang on May 4, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

6. FROM STEVEN TREJOS, a notice or property damage sustained in August, 

2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

7. FROM ROYAL CARTING SERVICE, a notice of property damage sustained 

on August 2, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

8. FROM DEVON JONES, a notice of property sustained on July 28, 2016. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

9. FROM VIRGINIA PATTERSON, a notice of intent for Karma One, LLC 

(located at 369 Main Street), to obtain a Liquor License. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel.  

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Klein asked that the attached be entered into the minutes, with 

reference to R16-76: 
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XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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XII. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 10:00 p.m. 

 

Dated: September 14, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, August 29, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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