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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
Monday, February 1, 2010 6:30 pm     City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 
A Presentation from City Engineer DuPilka regarding an update on the Hoffman 
Street Bridge 
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     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
 
         ROLL CALL 
7 Present 1 Absent (Councilmember Coates) 
 
  
 
  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
 

Common Council Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2009 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 
listed on the printed agenda.  

 
 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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Ken Stickle Catherine Street- He thanked the Mayor for the budget. He stated before 
the Common Council that during the last snow storm a car almost ran into his house. He 
stated that he contacted DPW and a city staff responded that they will have to take care of 
the roads first. That day he also spoke to the Mayor’s assistant. He stated that there has 
been another incident with vehicles almost crashing into his house; Catherine Street is a 
very bad corner. Mr. Stickle stated that by 9 am on the day of the last storm the salt 
trucks did not come through by that time. He stated that the city of Poughkeepsie staff 
was not prepared for that storm. He is concerned with city streets he even witnessed city 
buses/trucks stuck on the roads. Mr. Stickle recommends that the city listens to the 
weather. 
 
Gus Kozalias- 47 Noxon Street- He stated before Council that he is concerned with the 
couple from Columbia Street; he would like for the city to assist them in any way 
possible with parking issues.  
 
Dorothy Steeber- 42 Columbia Street- She stated before the Common Council that 
Ralph Coates is the new ward council member. She stated that she has a stressed quality 
of life. She has issues with parking on her street; there are no handicap parking spots 
available. The valet parking at Vassar Brothers Medical Center has a great effect on the 
handicap parking availability on a daily basis. Mrs. Steeber stated before the Common 
Council that she needs help please! 
 
Andy Irk- 46 Albany Street- he stated before the Common Council that his neighbor put 
a fence up around his property. Mr. Irk stated that he was told be the building inspector to 
chain his dog up on his property. Mr. Irk is wondering why he isn’t able to put a fence up 
to keep his dog on his property.  
He also wanted to state on record that plowing on Albany Street is beautiful. He stated 
that he strongly feels that plowing is great on that street due to the Mayor. The Mayor’s 
family restaurant is on that particular street. He stated that there also are a lot of parking 
issues on Albany Street; cars are parked hours and hours at a time. He would like the city 
to address his issue with the fence on his property. 
 
 
     

 
 

 
V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 
Mayor Tkazyik- Stated that concerning the parking issues on Columbia 
Street; Corporation Counsel Ackermann, Councilmember Coates, and Captain 
Pape have been working diligently for handicap measures to be put in place. 

 
 

 



 Official Minutes Common Council Meeting of February 1, 2010 

 25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS : 
 
Council Chairman Klein stated before Council that he takes pride in the city 
staff in the department of public works. He stated that the storm was 
spontaneous and not expected; the staff work very hard. 

 
 

 
VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 
1. A motion was made by Councilmember Herman and seconded by 

Councilmember Flowers to receive and print.  
 
Assistant Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Common Council of 
the resolution before them approving the re-appointment of Edwin J. McNiff to 
the board of assessment review.  
 
The following resolution was not passed. 
 
 
 

 Vote Record – R- 10- 26 

 Accepted 

 Accepted as Amended 

X Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Johnson Voter   X  
Councilmember Solomon Voter   X  
Councilmember Flowers Voter X    
Councilmember Coates Voter X    
Councilmember Mallory Voter   X  
Councilmember Parise Voter X    
Councilmember Herman Voter X    
Councilmember Klein Voter    X 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
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 NONE 

      
IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 
 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR LONG, a communication 
regarding broadcasting of meetings over FIOS.  
 
City Administrator Long submitted a memo to the Common Council. 
He stated that the equipment is all mounted and installed. FIOS will be 
up and running soon. He wanted to take the time to thank city staff for 
working so diligently on this particular project. 
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

Councilmember Solomon- requested a tour of the ground field clean up. She 
stated that the project was scheduled to be accomplished 2008 and 2009. 
 
City Administrator Long- responded that he is putting a time and date 
together for the tour. He stated that his administrative assistant will reach out 
to the Common Council members when it is finalized. He stated that currently 
the area is a muddy construction site. City Administrator Long stated all 
Common Council members interested please contact him. 
 
Councilmember Solomon- was concerned with the Vassar Hospital 
Expansion; she wanted to know if we will be lead in the seqra review. She 
wanted to know who the lead is.  
 
Assistant Corporation Counsel- stated that prematurely the Common 
Council passed a resolution to be a lead agency. 
 
City Administrator Long- responded that there will be a meeting tomorrow 
night with the planning review on 2/2/10. 
 
Councilmember Solomon- asked what about garbage cans for businesses on 
Main Street. She stated that she received many calls/emails from her 
constituents. Is it possible that the Common Council make changes to the 
Ordinance; making exemptions for businesses. 
 
City Administrator Long- also responded that he has also received calls and 
complaints concerning the garbage can ordinance from commercial property 
areas.  
 
Councilmember Mallory- asked if contracted services from 2010 carried 
from 2009. He also requested the information pertaining to the criteria for 
CDBG. He wanted to take time to Welcome back Lynn Dicerbo; he is looking 
forward to working with her. 
 
Councilmember Flowers- wanted to take the time to thank Deputy City 
Chamberlain Wilks for including the affidavit of publication. 
 
 
Councilmember Johnson- wanted to know the status of the money for 
cameras in the downtown area. 
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City Administrator Long- responded that Chief Knapp is the primary contact 
with that project.   
 
Councilmember Mallory- stated before the Common Council that he is glad 
that there is documentation; without public notice the city is susceptible to 
court action. Councilmember Mallory was also concerned with last year’s 
feasibility study for Hoffman House.  
 
Mayor Tkazyik- responded that concerning the Hoffman House there are 
several things going on in that area. The city submitted a tiger grant in 
collaboration with Bergmann & Associates. 
 
City Administrator Long- stated that there is interest in the property; an RFP 
was drafted up for this particular property. The city applied for funds to 
restore the Hoffman House; possibly not until next October/November. 
 
   

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Councilmember Mallory- stated that city police stopped a jumper on the 
Walkway. He was concerned where the state park police were. 
 
City Administrator Long- stated that he was on the bridge at that time. He 
stated that every one worked hard and handled the situation. He stated that 
park police are not always on the Walkway. He stated that the Walkway Over 
the Hudson now has lights on it.  
 
Assistant Corporation Counsel- responded that the police do not have a 24/7 
presence on the Walkway.  
 
Councilmember Solomon- stated that she is glad that there will be police 
there. 
 
Councilmember Mallory- asked if the Common Council can schedule a time 
where various boards share with the committee what they do; generate 
interest. Is that possible? 
 
Mayor Tkazyik- responded that boards are independent bodies; the Common 
Council can invite them. 
 
Councilmember Mallory- wanted to take the time and thank the city police 
department for addressing the issue on 82 Garden Street. 
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Councilmember Coates- asked City Administrator Long regarding the skate 
park in the annual report. Councilmember Coates requested a report on how 
many residents use this park. 
 
City Administrator Long- responded that a report was given previously; 
however he will get some numbers. The skate park was not put in a specific 
item in the budget. 
 
Councilmember Coates- asked if there is any kind of time line. He stated that 
Councilmember Coates and he requested to meet with the Board of Education 
and Dr. Wilson and still has not heard anything; there will be a possible 
official meeting. 
 
Councilmember Johnson- asked if CDBG support swimming at Pulaski; if 
so can it possibly cover the skate park. She stated that various organizations 
are not receiving funding. She strongly feels that the city has to support the 
children and arts. 
 
Councilmember Coates- wanted to take the time to ditto Councilmember 
Flowers and thank Deputy City Chamberlain Wilks for providing the affidavit 
of publication to the Common Council. 

 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
A motion was made by Chairman Klein and seconded by Councilmember Herman moved 
to adjourn meeting at 8:20 p. m. 
 
Dated:  June 10, 2010 
 
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 
Meeting held on Monday, February 1, 2010.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlet C. Wilks 
Deputy City Chamberlain 
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