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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, February 1, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Minutes of November 4, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of November 16, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of December 7, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of December 21, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of the Special Meeting of December 14, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of the Special Meeting of December 28, 2015 

Common Council Minutes of the Organizational Meeting of January 2, 2016 

Common Council Minutes of January 2, 2016 

Common Council Minutes of January 19, 2016 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes  

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison stated that he wanted to brief the council on a few things that they have 

been doing since the last council meeting. After the last council meeting, he attended the 

Mayor’s Redevelopment Roundtable at PACE University in White Plains, and then 

came back that morning, had a meeting with city planning staff, County Planning Staff, 

Scenic Hudson, the MTA, and Metro North on the redevelopment of the waterfront, that 

strategy, which is moving forward. There will be a Memorandum of Agreement that 
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Metro North is working on right now through their legal department, and will be 

presented to this council. We are going to go out for “Expressions for Interest” in the 

Waterfront Development. They also did a city wide tour with the search firm that was in 

Poughkeepsie for the City Administrator and Commissioner of Finance positions. Also 

had a meeting with the individuals for the Walkway and Scenic Hudson on the “Greater 

Walkway Experience Initiative”, which is going to be bringing signage and other 

advertising into the various neighborhoods in the City of Poughkeepsie for both the 

walkway and various neighborhoods. Then there was an additional follow-up meeting 

with the Walkway regarding the marathon, which will be taking place on the weekend of 

June 12th. The marathon, the Walkway, in conjunction with the county and the city is 

going to be having a disabilities race for people with disabilities on Saturday before the 

marathon, and we think it will be on Main Street, and it will be called “Think Differently 

Dash” for people with disabilities and special needs to have their own walk. Met with 

the principles of the Dutton Lumber Project, which is moving forward, but there are still 

some things that need to be done. The PACE Land use Center will be back in 

Poughkeepsie. They were reallocated money through the Dyson Foundation for the 

“Central Business District Plan”. The city will be identifying three aspects of that plan 

that PACE is going to help the city in implementing. Thanked the DPW Staff, and the 

City of Poughkeepsie Police Department for their coverage of the State of the County 

remarks at the Bardavon. He and the Acting City Administrator had a tour of city court 

with both city judges and the staff on the conditions in the court facility, and there are 

some conditions that need to be rectified, and that is being worked on. They also went 

up to DPW las week and celebrated the retirement of Marc Vandewater, who had 

33years of service. He gave a report to the Annual Family Services Meeting of the first 

28 days in office, which was well received. Ended last week with meeting with 

Councilmember Ann Perry at 194 Cottage Street because there is a new company that is 

locating there. They bought all of the buildings at 194 Cottage Street, and it’s called 

“Fourth State, LLC’, and they are a metal manufacturing company that has relocated 

here from Brooklyn. Mentioned the handout that he put on the desks about the 

“Neighborhood Stabilization Team”.  
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V. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas informed the council that this Saturday from 12:00-4:00 at the 

Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, The Poughkeepsie Neighborhood Club will be having their 

annual luncheon honoring several distinguished individuals for their contributions to the 

community, one is Councilmember Lorraine Johnson. Encourages people to attend, and 

support both Lorraine Johnson, and the other honorees. Tonight before the council are 

three different resolutions. One is dealing with a youth program, the second is dealing 

with a plan to revitalize a large structure in downtown Poughkeepsie, and the third is 

what will be “the biggest construction project in the history of the City of 

Poughkeepsie”, and the start of that, and that is the new Vassar Brothers Medical Center. 

He implores and encourages his colleagues to support these resolutions.   

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-13) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO AN INTER-MUNICIPAL AGREEMENT  
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WITH CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE CITY 

RECREATIONAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie wishes to enter into a written 

agreement with the City of Poughkeepsie School District, Dutchess County, New York, to 

formalize the terms of their partnership in the operation of the City Recreation Basketball 

League and for the 2016 fall season; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the Agreement, in the same form and substance as annexed hereto be, and 

the same hereby is authorized and approved; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City; and 

be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  
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R16-13 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

The City of Poughkeepsie 
New York 

Paul Ackermann 
 Corporation Counsel 
packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com  

 

 

62 Civic Center Plaza 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 
TEL:  (845) 451-4065   FAX: (845) 451-4070 

 

 

        CC 2/1/16 

        Item VII-2 

 
February 1, 2016 

 

 

COMMON COUNCIL 

City of Poughkeepsie 

 

RE: Resolution Supporting the Application of Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC to the 

Dutchess County IDA 

 

Dear Chairman Petsas and Councilmembers: 

 

Attached please find Resolution R-16-14 formalizing the council’s approval and endorsement of 

an application to the Dutchess County Industrial Development Agency from Cardinal Court 

Apartments, LLC. This is in reference to the rehabilitation and revitalization of 40 Cannon Street, 

also known as Kings Court Apartment Complex. The structures at this location were destroyed 

by fire in 2011. In 2013 Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC purchased the property and has already 

spend over $1 million stabilizing the structures. The project will revitalize the facility, create 

approximately 49 residential units, 6 commercial spaces and approximately 750 square feet of 

“public space”. They have also partnered with Hudson River Housing and intend to provide some 

affordable housing at this location.  Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC has applied to the Dutchess 

County Industrial Development Agency for financial assistance in the form of relief from sales 

tax and mortgage recording tax. Any dollar saved from this relief will be used for the development 

of this project. The proposed resolution memorializes the council’s support of the application 

before the IDA.    

mailto:packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com
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Please consider this matter at your February 1st Council meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

PAUL ACKERMANN 

Corporation Counsel 

    

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-14) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY  

 

WHEREAS, Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC has applied to the Dutchess County Industrial 

Development Agency for financial assistance in the form of relief from sales tax and mortgage 

recording tax for a project which will repurpose the former Kings Court Apartment Complex 

that was destroyed by fire in 2011; and  

 

WHEREAS, the project calls for the reconstruction and renovation of the facility, that consists 

of two buildings, into a mixed-use development of approximately 49 residential units, 6 

commercial spaces and 750 square feet of public space; and 

 

WHEREAS, the downtown location of Kings Court is in a critical area for redevelopment, and 

is an important project for the community, as it will have an immediate economic impact on the 

area by increasing neighboring property values; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project has recently been awarded a $500,000 grant through the 2015 CFA 

application process; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is in full support of Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC and 

wishes to formally recognize its support of the application now pending before the Dutchess 

County Industrial Development Agency ; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby does 

approve and endorse the application of Cardinal Court Apartments, LLC to the Dutchess 

County Industrial Development Agency for financial assistance in the form of relief from sales 

tax and mortgage recording tax; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain is and shall be directed to send a copy of this 

resolution to the Chairman of the Dutchess County Industrial Development Agency. 

   

      

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  
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R16-14 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

The City of Poughkeepsie 
New York 

Paul Ackermann 
Corporation Counsel 
packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com  

 

 

62 Civic Center Plaza 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 
TEL:  (845) 451-4065    FAX:(845) 451-4070 

 

 

 

        CC 2/1/16 

        Item VII-3 
February 1, 2016 

 

 

COMMON COUNCIL 

City of Poughkeepsie 

 

RE: Resolution Setting a Public Hearing for the Abandonment of Livingston Street 

between Lincoln Avenue and Fox Street 

 

Dear Chairman Petsas and Councilmembers: 

 

Attached is a resolution setting a public hearing for the abandonment of Livingston Street between 

Lincoln Avenue and Fox Street. The New York State Department of Transportation has an interest 

in the former Fox Street entrance ramp, however, the City may continue to have an interest in the 

underlying roadbed and as such, the abandonment will include that portion of Livingston Street 

to Fox Street.  

 

General City Law §29 authorizes and empowers the city to close streets as it may deem in the 

interest of the public. When a City Street is abandoned, pursuant to the General City Law, those 

lands from the center line of the street revert to the abutting property owner. In this case, Vassar 

Brothers Hospital is the abutting property owner of all the lands and as such will acquire same.  

 

mailto:packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com
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The action here is simply to set the public hearing pursuant to GCL §29. A formal vote of 

abandonment and the corresponding environmental determination will come after the public 

hearing.  

 

I have also included a proposed site plan so you can see Vassars proposed use of the former street. 

   

Please consider this matter at your February 1st Council meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

PAUL ACKERMANN 

Corporation Counsel 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-15) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, Vassar Brothers Hospital (“Vassar Brothers”) is the sole owner of those properties 

abutting Livingston Street between Lincoln Avenue and its intersection with the New York State 

DOT right-of-way at Route 9,  in the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, Vassar Brothers intends to construct a seven level, 696,000± square-foot pavilion 

for in-patients along with the re-construction and renovation of approximately 13,800 square feet 

of its existing hospital; and  

 

WHEREAS, Vassar Brothers application requests the City formally abandon Livingston Street 

from its intersection with Lincoln Avenue and continuing to its intersection with Fox Street 

(including any ownership the City may have in the lands subject to a New York State Department 

of Transportation Right-of-Way) which by operation of law would revert to Vassar Brothers as 

the adjoining property owners; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of taking up the consideration of this proposal and 

the closing of Livingston Street between Lincoln Avenue and Fox Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Corporation Counsel has advised that General City Law §29 requires that a 

public hearing be held to consider this matter and that at least five (5) days notice of this hearing 

be published at least once in the official publication of the City; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Common Council hereby sets March 7, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Common Council Chambers, City Hall, Third Floor, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New 

York as the date, time and place of a public hearing to consider the proposal to abandon and close 

Livingston Street in the City of Poughkeepsie from Lincoln Avenue to Fox Street (including any 
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ownership the City may have in the lands subject to a New York State Department of 

Transportation Right-of-Way); and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain is hereby authorized and directed to publish notice of 

this public hearing at least once in an official newspaper of the City at least five (5) days before 

such date. 

  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

 
R16-15 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

1.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

      Johnson to receive and print. 

 

The City of Poughkeepsie 
New York 

Paul Ackermann 
 Corporation Counsel 
packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com  

 

 

62 Civic Center Plaza 
Poughkeepsie, New York 12601 
TEL:  (845) 451-4065    FAX: (845) 451-4070 

 

 

 

          CC 2/1/16 

          Item VIII-1 

 
February 1, 2016 

 

COMMON COUNCIL 

City of Poughkeepsie 

 

RE: ORDINANCE AMENDING PARKING REGULATIONS ON ZIMMER AVENUE 

 

Dear Chairman Petsas and Councilmembers: 

 

At the request of Councilwoman Lorraine Johnson, I have prepared the annexed Ordinance to 

amend §13-180 of the Code of Ordinances to eliminate a no parking zone on Zimmer Avenue. 

The change would result in the removal of two no parking signs that are currently situated in front 

mailto:packermann@cityofpoughkeepsie.com
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of 11 Zimmer Avenue. The no parking signs were installed in 2011 at the request of the previous 

owner of the property.  The property at 11 Zimmer Avenue is now under new ownership, and is 

occupied by two separate families who are desirous of increasing the amount of on street parking 

in front of the residence. The police department was consulted on this matter and has no objections 

to the removal of the no parking signs.  

 

Please consider this matter at your February 1st Council meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

PAUL ACKERMANN 

Corporation Counsel 

 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-180 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 

 

(O-16-01) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: §13-180 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by 

the following additions and deletions: 

 

 Section 13-180 Parking prohibited at all times. 

 

 When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking upon the following 

streets or parts of streets shall be prohibited at all times:  

 

[Zimmer Avenue, north side, from a point 115 feet from its intersection with Elm Place 

to a point 57 feet westerly therefrom.]  

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
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O-16-1 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM JPOD, a presentation.  
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SECAUCUS, REGARDING PERFORMANCE 

STANDARDS FOR GRANTING RIGHT-OF-WAY ACCESS FOR TRANSPORTATION 

INNOVATIONS 

     

WHEREAS, returning communication infrastructure to a free market in 1982 resulted in vast 

innovation, better service at lower costs and millions of jobs; and June 24, 2014 

 

WHEREAS, privately funded freight railroads average over 400 ton-miles per gallon efficiency; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, establishing performance standards based on economic work accomplished  per 

unit of energy consumed may allow free market solutions that repeat communication  

infrastructure success in transportation infrastructure; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Congressional Office of Technology Assessment Study PB- 244854(1975) 

identified Automated Guideways and Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) networks  as a solution of 

the 1973 Oil Embargo and the PRT network at Morgantown, WV has  delivered 100 million oil-

free, injury-free passenger-miles since starting service in  1975;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, non-exclusive assess to City rights-of-way may be  

granted to transportation systems providers meeting the following free market  principles:  

 

 (1) Privately funded construction;  

 (2) Privately operated without government subsidies;  

 (3) Exceed 120 passenger-miles per gallon, or equivalent efficiency;  and  

 (4) Exceed safety performance of transportation modes already  approved for use. 

 

AND THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, regulation of free market innovations  

shall be based on:  

 

 (1) System design, fabrication, installation, safety, insurance,  inspection practices 

consistent with the ASTM International,  Committee F24 on Amusement Rides and Devices;  

 

 (2) Environmental approvals will be granted based on a ratio of energy  consumed per 

passenger-mile of the innovation versus transport  modes approved to operate in the rights-of-

way; and  

 

 (3) All taxes and fees assessed on the transport systems providers,  passengers and 

cargo shall be limited to 5% of gross revenues and  paid to the aggregate rights-of-way holders 

by  transportation systems providers; and  

 

AND THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any individual projects shall be  

process and considered in accordance with all relevant municipal and state  regulations.  

 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and  publication in accordance 

with law. June 24, 2014 
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2. FROM DEBORAH GAMIEL, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

November 2, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

3. FROM THE ARTIST’S PALATE, a notice of intent to renew their Liquor 

License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM THYME 3 FOOD, INC., a notice of intent for Canvas Restaurant to 

renew their Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hermann and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

Dated: February 8, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, February 1, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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