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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

 NEW YORK 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010            5:30 pm   City Hall 
 
 
Rachel Ruth 100 College Avenue- stated before the Council that she has been a city 
homeowner for 30 years. She stated that she is attracted to the city due to the historic 
character. The new-comers to the city need to develop character in the community; she 
urges the Common Council to invite tax base to preserve the ordinance. 
 
Harvey Flad- 115 Academy Street-  
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Richard Hampster -8 Garfield Place- wanted to thank the Common Council. He 
brought in a petition that he would like to re-submit regarding the proposal being 
discussed. He stated that he owned a historic home for 17 years and it is hard maintaining 
it. The economy is currently in bad shape. He strongly believes that a lot of people will 
have to relocate; there will be drove of new comers. A model will be Stanford, CT he 
completed a lot of research and looked at CLG ordinances. He urges the Common 
Council to take the common sense approach and encourage residents to invest. 
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Maria Amster- 8 Garfield Place- She shared a story of a friend that purchased a home 
on Mill Street. The home was very old and required a lot of work, and money to 
maintain. She expressed that she is very upset about the CLG. She does not want to 
purchase a home; a select few have been singled out to have penalties. She feels that 
people are being forced to leave and abandon their homes. The Council should consider 
the going back to the ordinance. The city should not consider CLG; residents will fight to 
benefit the city. 
 
Virginia Hancock- 26 Lockermann Avenue- she stated that she is a 30 year resident of 
Poughkeepsie, she has been involved in many projects, groups. She stated that there must 
be a misunderstanding regarding the CLG. CLG is used as a resource to assist in 
planning. CLG is the means of helping restructure what we have.  
 
Michael Fitz Morris- 19 Balding Avenue- stated that he has been a resident since 1999 
and has restored 3 houses. The houses that he restored were: 1 on Garden Street, and 2 on 
Balding Avenue. Most of the houses that he has restored were not owned by city 
residents. A few homes are on the tipping point 4 abandoned, 2 family homes, and 
Victorian homes with plumbing issues. He is afraid to invest any further in city of 
Poughkeepsie properties. The Historic Ordinance will help with restoring properties there 
is some hope. He encourages the Common Council to keep historic ordinance. 
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George Lukacs City Historian-Overocker Road- stated that he became a historian to 
revitalize interest, “Queen City” no longer industrial city ethnic influences. The civic 
responsibility is to reserve the identity of the city; a historic structure can not be restored 
once changed. When we succeed the city will be a success, with CLG there will be a 
better opportunity to help historic properties. 
 
Jenn Rubbo- Hyde Park- submitted a letter to the Council 
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Jeanette Peterson- 2 Dwight Street- stated that he was new to the historic ordinance and 
an owner of property on Dwight Street. He stated that the designated historic ordinance 
moved to Poughkeepsie in 1966. Since that time there has been an inevitable decline of 
the City of Poughkeepsie. Prior to residing in Poughkeepsie he resided in Camden, NJ. 
Poughkeepsie is on the point of revitalization for example, the Lucky Platt building, and 
restoring store fronts on Main Street. She wanted to make sure the Council is aware that 
the decline of the City of Poughkeepsie is not due to the historic ordinance. The city of 
Poughkeepsie planning department should revitalize/develop our city. 
 
Dr. Donald H. Gurst Garfield Place- Stated before the Council that he has resided at 
Garfield Place for 30 years. He has raised 2 children and 4 grandchildren 4 generations. 
The historic district has improved. He really believes that the Common Council members 
should repeal the veto! 
 
Russ Johnson 11 Garfield Place- stated that he came to this area 3 years ago looking for 
property in the Hudson River Valley; he chose the city of Poughkeepsie. He stated that he 
restored a home in PA. He bought 4 apartments on Poughkeepsie; he is currently 
restoring it to a single family home. He is attempting to keep the value to a single family 
home.  He recommends the Common Council votes to keep the historic ordinance. 
 
Nancy Cozean 111 Hooker Avenue- There has been 50 events to recapture the history 
of the city of Poughkeepsie. Poughkeepsie is truly a “Queen City” and she is proud of its 
heritage. The city of Poughkeepsie to this day has historic Dutch property. CLG is not 
something that is forced on home owners. The city of Poughkeepsie can not get funding 
without CLG; if repealed there will be no funding give CLG a chance for betterment of 
the “Queen City”. 
 
John Mylod 100 Beechwood Avenue- 
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Holly Wahlberg 35 Garfield Place- stated that historic ordinances have always been 
essential in any city. Visual inspection shows buildings can be inspected and destroyed. 
She wanted to know if the Council contacted legislation, staff members in Poughkeepsie, 
Clinton, New Paltz, and Saugerties. Ordinances are viewed as strengths not weaknesses 
“this place matters”. 
 
John Fisher-149 Academy Street- stated before the Council that the prior historic 
ordinance was in affect for 30 years and the city once had beautiful properties. Older 
properties over the last 100 years craftsmanship can not be replaced. To repair older 
homes will enhance the homes. Dutchess County/the city of Poughkeepsie is losing 
history property should outlast us all. He is greatly disappointed about the historic 
ordinance. The Common Council must vote to oppose desegregation that power does not 
exist. Other changes are renaming, and shortening the appeals process related to 
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hardships. The new ordinance is easier to understand and will assist these properties with 
the necessary checks and balances. These are key benefits. 
 
 
 
Chairman Klein adjourned the Public Hearing at 6:29 p. m.  
 
 
Dated:  April 16, 2010 
 
 
I hereby certify that this a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Public Hearing held 
on Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 5:30 p. m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlet C. Wilks 
Deputy City Chamberlain 
 
 


