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ORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE  

COMMON COUNCIL  
Common Council Chambers 

11:00 a.m. 

Friday, January 2, 2015 

 
I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

All present 

 

III. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS: 

 

1.  A motion was made by Councilmember Hermann and seconded by 

Councilmember Rich to nominate Councilmember Petsas as Council Chair.  

 
Council Chair Nominee 

 Accepted 

 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Hermann and seconded by Chairman  

    Petsas to nominate Councilmember Rich as Council Vice-Chair. 

 
Council Vice Chair Nominee 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
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3. Majority Leader:  The Democratic Caucus has selected and appointed Tracy 

Hermann as 1st Ward Majority Leader. 

 

4. Minority Leader:  Request to self-nominate Lee David Klein, by reason of 

default. 

 
IV. RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-1) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council adopts for use during the year 2015 the 

Rules of Conduct and Procedure of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, a 

copy of which is attached hereto and made a part of this Resolution.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 

RULES OF CONDUCT AND PROCEDURE:  BY-LAWS OF THE  

COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE FOR THE YEAR 2015 

 

RULE I. Regular meetings of the Common Council shall be held on the first and 

third Mondays of each month at six thirty in the evening at the City Hall, or at such other 

place as the Chairperson shall appoint.  The first regular meeting of January shall be held 

on January 2, 2015 at eleven thirty in the morning at City Hall.  In case of a holiday on 

any such day, the regular meeting shall be held on the Tuesday following at six thirty in 

the evening.  The Common Council may adjourn when convened, to any other day or 

place, every such stated or adjourned meeting of the Council.  In addition, there shall be 

informational meetings and special meetings held as provided in the Charter.  

 

RULE II. The Common Council shall elect its Chairperson and Vice Chairperson in 

the manner provided for in the Charter.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of 

Chairperson, the Vice Chairperson shall become Chairperson and the Council, at its next 

regular meeting and within thirty (30) days of the vacancy in Chairperson, shall elect, by 

majority vote, a new Vice Chairperson.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of Vice 

Chairperson, the Council shall, by majority vote, elect a Vice Chairperson, at its next 

regular meeting and within thirty (30) days of vacancy of the office. 

 

RULE III. Committee of the Whole, as so directed by the Chairperson of the Council, 

shall meet on either the 2nd Monday or the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  The 

purpose of such meetings is for discussion, oversight, and strategic planning to those 
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matters associated with Finance (tax/revenue, accounting, purchasing, payroll, risk 

management, human resources, budget management, data processing, debt management, 

treasury, assessor), Public Safety/Public Works (police department, neighborhood 

recovery, animal control, juvenile, communications, support services, fire department, 

fire suppression and prevention, code inspections, hydrant management, department of 

public works, engineering, building and grounds, garage, street maintenance, snow 

removal, street lighting, sanitation, transit, parking, water, sewer, trees, parks, and 

recreation), Economic/Physical Planning/Development (planning and zoning, property 

development, community development, Section 8 housing) and Social/Community 

Issues (senior citizens, youth programs, arts, schools, use of technology). 

 

In order to promote community participation, the rules may be suspended at 

meetings of the Committee of the Whole to allow members of the public to speak on 

matters before the Committee. 

  

The City Chamberlain will be responsible for maintaining the minutes of each 

meeting.   

 

RULE IV. The City Chamberlain shall record the attendance at meetings.  The order 

of business at regular meetings shall be as follows:  

 

 1. Pledge of allegiance and Roll Call. 

 2. Review of the minutes of the previous meeting. 

 3. Reading by City Chamberlain of any resolution or other item not listed on the          

printed agenda. 

 4. Public participation for a period not to exceed 45 minutes. At the outset of each      

meeting, individuals will be asked to register their intent to speak, providing their 

name and address. Each speaker may speak for up to three minutes on an agenda 

item or any aspect of City government or legislation. When the number of persons 

who have registered to speak requires that the allotted 45 minutes will be 

exceeded, an additional 15 minutes will be allotted for registered speakers, 

following all other business of the Council. Suspension of the rules will, as 

needed, be considered for those matters where further public participation may be 

warranted.  

5.      Mayor’s comments 

6.      Chairperson’s comments and presentations 

 7.   Motions and resolutions. 

 8.   Ordinances and local laws. 

 9. Presentation of petitions and communications. 

10. Unfinished business. 

11. New business. 

12.   Adjournment. 

 

RULE V. The order of business may be departed from by majority vote of the 

members present.   
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RULE VI. The presiding officer shall preserve order and decorum, and shall decide 

questions of order, subject to an appeal to the Common Council; the appeal to be taken 

without debate.  The presiding officer shall designate the seating arrangement for 

Councilmembers and staff at Council meetings and the order of voting of 

Councilmembers on all matters coming before the Council for vote.  The presiding 

officer may, if (s)he so desires, present motions and resolutions to the Common Council, 

and (s)he may debate on any question which is being considered by it.  The presiding 

officer, if (s)he deems it appropriate, may allow Councilmembers or the Mayor to 

respond to or comment upon public comments made at each regular meeting during 

public participation (Item 4 of the Agenda set forth in Rule IV above), prior to the 

adjournment of the meeting. 

 

RULE VII. When a question is under debate, no new motion shall be received, unless 

for the previous question, to amend it, to lay on the table, to commit it, to postpone it, or 

to adjourn. 

 

RULE VIII. A motion to lay a question on the table shall be decided without 

amendment or debate, and a motion to postpone shall be decided without debate. 

 

RULE IX. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order; and shall be decided without 

debate. 

 

RULE X. Every member who shall be present when a question is put, shall vote for 

or against the same, or abstain with reasons for the abstention stated upon the record. 

 

RULE XI. No question or motion, once put, or lost, shall again be put unless 

reconsidered; and a motion for reconsidering must be made not later than the next regular 

meeting after that on which the decision proposed to be reconsidered took place, and 

shall be made by a member who voted with the prevailing side.  All motions for 

reconsidering must be passed by the affirmative vote of a majority of the voting power of 

the Common Council. 

 

RULE XII. On the demand of any member, a roll call vote on any question shall be 

taken by ayes and nays; and it shall be the duty of the City Chamberlain to enter on the 

minutes the names of the members voting for or against the question, and also the name 

of the member demanding the roll call vote.  

 

RULE XIII. All appointments of officers and fixing of salaries shall be by ayes and 

nays. 

 

RULE XIV. The legislation described below shall be read and laid over until the next 

meeting of the Common Council unless a majority of the Common Council consent for 

immediate action.  This rule shall apply to: 

 

 (a) The adoption of the budget 

 (b) Ordinances 
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 (c) Resolutions amending the Rules and By-Laws of the Council 

 (d) Resolutions appropriating money, amending the budget, or approving the  

 execution of contracts. 

 

RULE XV. In order to hear persons other than members of the Common Council, the 

Mayor, and members of City staff, it shall be necessary to pass a motion suspending the 

rules of order.  A motion to suspend the rules may be made at any time during the 

meeting and shall be decided without debate.  Any such person speaking shall confine 

himself-herself to the subject and not longer than three (3) minutes, unless the time is 

extended by the Chairperson.  This rule shall not apply to public hearings. 

 

RULE XVI. All meetings of the Common Council shall be recorded by means of a 

mechanical recording device.  The taped results of the meetings shall be kept in the 

Office of the City Chamberlain, and shall be under his/her jurisdiction and control.  A 

record of the proceedings shall be printed as soon as possible after each meeting and 

presented to the Common Council at its next meeting for its approval or correction.  

Twenty copies shall be bound annually in a volume to be preserved in the Office of the 

City Chamberlain.  The minutes shall be available for public review in the Office of the 

City Chamberlain, and the City Chamberlain shall give a copy of the minutes to persons 

requesting the same to the extent that they are available.  When a request is made for an 

annual record of the minutes, an annual fee of thirty ($30.00) Dollars shall be made to 

cover the expenses of the handling and recording and mailing if the record is on paper. A 

Ten ($10.00) Dollar fee shall be paid if the record is digital. 

 

RULE XVII. An executive session is that portion of the meeting not open to the public 

because of the consideration of matters authorized for Executive Session pursuant to the 

New York State Open Meetings Law.  Proposals, discussions, statements and transactions 

in executive session are intended to be and shall be held and maintained in confidence 

and shall not be disclosed.  

 

RULE XVIII.  Members of the public shall be prohibited from approaching any 

Councilmember or the Council dais and seating area in Council chambers during any 

regular, committee, or special meeting of the Common Council. 

 

RULE XIX.   The Mayor may be invited to comment to and address the Council and the 

public on any issues of public concern raised by Councilmembers at the Council’s regular 

meetings each month, prior to motions and resolutions being heard and at any time 

thereafter at the discretion of the Council chairperson. 

 

RULE XX. All legislation, including local laws, motions, resolutions, and ordinances 

presented to the Common Council, except for procedural motions, such as motions to 

amend and motions to refer, shall be numbered to simplify the tracking of such 

legislation, with the number clearly marked below the title of each piece of legislation 

and on Common Council agendas, as follows:   

Local Laws:  LL-Year- Sequential Number (LL01-1; LL01-2; etc.) 

 Motions:  M-Year-Sequential Number (M01-1; etc.) 
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 Resolutions:  R-Year- Sequential Number (R01-1; etc.) 

 Ordinances:  O-Year- Sequential Number (O01-1; etc.) 

 

RULE XXI. The Chairperson of the Common Council shall give an address in response 

to the Mayor’s annual state of the City address presented pursuant to section 3.02 of the 

City Charter at the next regular meeting of the Common Council following the Mayor’s 

address.  

 

RULE XXII. The Chairperson, or Vice Chairperson in the Chairperson’s absence, is 

authorized to excuse a Councilmember from attending up to three (3) consecutive regular 

meetings of the Common Council because of a medical injury or illness which physically 

prevents the Councilmember from attending the meeting(s), if the medical injury or 

illness and physical inability to attend the meeting(s) is documented by a physician’s 

note.  Absences beyond three (3) consecutive regular meetings, for no more than an 

additional three (3) consecutive regular meetings, may be excused by a majority vote of 

the entire Council, based upon a written physician’s note documenting the medical injury 

or illness which physically prevents the Councilmember from attending the meeting(s). 

 

RULE XXIII. The following rules shall apply to a legally required public hearing held 

before the Common Council: 

 

(a) Speakers shall register in writing prior to the beginning of the hearing by 

providing their name, address, and organization, if any.  Individuals arriving after 

the commencement of the hearing shall be permitted to register upon arrival as 

long as the Chairperson has not closed the hearing.   

 

(b) The Chairperson shall recognize each speaker, in the order registered, 

when the hearing is commenced.  Speakers shall identify themselves, their 

address and organization, if any, prior to the remarks.  

 

(c) Speakers must limit their remarks to five (5) minutes. Remarks shall be 

addressed only to the hearing issues.  Speakers may not yield any remaining time 

they may have to another speaker.  

 

(d) All remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body and not to any 

individual member thereof.   

 

(e) Speakers shall observe the commonly accepted rules of courtesy, decency, 

dignity and good taste.  Any loud, boisterous individual shall be asked to leave 

Council chambers by the Chairperson and may be removed at the request of the 

Chairperson.  Speakers addressing issues outside the scope of the hearing shall be 

asked to cease their comments.  

 

(f) Interested parties may address the Council by written communication.  

The statements shall not be read at the hearing, but shall be provided to all 

Councilmembers and entered in the minutes of the hearing by the Chamberlain.  
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(g) The Chamberlain shall include in the minutes of the hearing the name, 

address and organization, if any, of each speaker, a summary of the remarks, and 

written statements submitted to the Council.   

 

Adopted by the Common Council; January 2, 2015 

 

Resolution R15-01 

 
R15-1 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-2) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Robert’s Rules of Order be and the same hereby are adopted as 

the Parliamentary Rules of the Common Council for the year 2015.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-3 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 

(R-15-3) 
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the amount of the faithful performance duty bond, to be 

executed by the Commissioner of Finance as City Treasurer, and filed in the Dutchess 

County Clerk’s Office, pursuant to Section 2.12 of the Administrative Code of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, be and the same hereby is fixed at the sum of Five Thousand ($5,000) 

Dollars; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the amount of the faithful performance duty bond, to be executed by 

the City Chamberlain and filed in the Dutchess County Clerk’s Office, pursuant to 

Section 2.12 of the Administrative Code of the City of Poughkeepsie be and the same 

hereby is fixed at the sum of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED, that the amount of the faithful performance duty bond to be executed by 

the Clerk of the City Court and filed in the Dutchess County Clerk’s Office pursuant to 

Section 5 of the Act Creating a City Court in and for the City of Poughkeepsie, 

New York, be and the same hereby is fixed at the sum of Five Thousand ($5,000) 

Dollars; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance be and s/he hereby is empowered and 

directed to procure a public employee’s faithful performance blanket position bond in the 

sum of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars covering every officer and employee of the City, 

with excess coverage in the amount set opposite the following office and position: 

 

 Collection in Department of Finance, 

 Treasury Division………………………………….$20,000;  

and it is further 

 

RESOLVED, that all the premiums which may become due on said bonds during the 

year 2015 shall be paid by the City as a proper City expense.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-3 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION 
(R15-4) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance be and s/he hereby is authorized 

and directed to draw warrants in favor of Chase Bank, Key Bank of New York, M & T 

Bank, Riverside Bank, Bank of America, TD Bank, Chase Manhattan Bank and 

Depository Trust Co., Rhinebeck Bank and Ulster Savings Bank for principal and interest 

on the public debt as it becomes due from time to time during the year 2015, and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, the Commissioner of Finance, upon presentation to her or him of properly 

approved payrolls, be and s/he hereby is authorized and directed to pay the monthly and 

bi-weekly salaries and wages to the officers and employee of the City who shall be 

entitled to receive the same during the year 2015.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-4 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-5) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

RESOLVED, that Chase Bank, Bank of America, Key Bank of New York, Riverside 

Bank, a division Salisbury Bank, TD Bank, Rhinebeck Bank and M & T Bank, all of 

which are located in the City of Poughkeepsie, be and they hereby are designated as the 

banks in which the Commissioner of Finance is empowered and directed to deposit all 

monies of the City of Poughkeepsie; subject to such rules and regulations as the Common 

Council may from time to time prescribe and subject to such laws and regulations as may 

be prescribed by the State and Federal Governments from time to time hereafter in 

relation hereto; and be it further  
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RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance be authorized to invest idle cash 

balances in her or his custody with any bank or trust company authorized to do business 

in New York State and to otherwise make investments pursuant to the investment policy, 

as adopted and amended from time to time by the Common Council and subject to such 

laws and regulations in relation thereto as may from time to time be prescribed by the 

State and Federal governments; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be and hereby is directed to mail a copy of this 

resolution to each such depositories.   

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-5 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

6. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-6) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the “Poughkeepsie Journal” a newspaper published in the City 

of Poughkeepsie, be and is hereby designated as the official newspaper of the City of 

Poughkeepsie for the year 2015.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-6 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
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7. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-7) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

appoints the City Chamberlain and the Deputy City Chamberlain as Marriage Officers in 

accordance with and subject to the provisions of Domestic Relations Law §11-c; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Marriage Officers are hereby appointed for a term of one year, 

subject to the pleasure of the Common Council. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
R15-7 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

8. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R15-8) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

adopts the purchasing policy of which a copy is attached hereto and made a part of this 

resolution.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any Request for Proposal or Qualification which 

shall ultimately need Common Council approval shall be approved by the Common 

Council in advance to its release.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
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R15-8 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

    V. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and Councilmember Hermann moved to 

adjourn meeting at 1:48 P.m. 

 

Dated: July 20, 2015 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Organizational 

Meeting held on Monday, January 2, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 

 

 

 
ORGANIZATION MEETING OF THE 

COMMON COUNCIL 
Common Council Chambers 

11:00 a.m. 

Friday, January 2, 2015 

 
V. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

VI. ROLL CALL 

 

VII. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 

 

1. Chairman 

2. Vice – Chairman 
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3. Majority Leader 

4. Minority Leader 

 
VIII. RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. Resolution R15-01 adopting the 2015 Rules of Conduct and Procedure:  By- 

    Laws of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie. 

 

2.   Resolution R15-02 adopting Robert’s Rules of Order. 

 

3. Resolution R15-03 setting bonds for Commissioner of Finance and City 

Chamberlain. 

 

4. Resolution R15-04 authorizing the Commissioner of Finance to pay public 

debt, salary and wages for 2015. 

 

5. Resolution R15-05 approving designation of banks for deposits. 

 

6. Resolution R15-06 approving The Poughkeepsie Journal as the official 

newspaper. 

 

7. Resolution R15-07 appointing the City Chamberlain and Deputy City 

Chamberlain as a Marriage Officers for the City of Poughkeepsie. 

 

8. Resolution R15-08 Adoption of City's purchasing policy. 

 

    V.        ADJOURNMENT: 

 


