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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, July 5, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

7 Present, 1 Absent (Councilmember Randall Johnson) 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Minutes of June 20, 2016 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes  

 Accepted  
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Brian Turner CPPD 

Jeff Aman- 90 Prestwick Circle 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 
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Darrett Roberts 148 Franklin Street 

Damon Crumb 73 Mansion Street 

Laurie Sandow 201 South Grand Avenue 
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IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison wanted to go over a few things that have taken place between the last 

meeting and tonight. Obviously a lot has happened, but he is not going to go through the 

entire list. First wanted to bring attention to, we in city hall, and city government are 

participating with the county in the backpack supplies and more initiative for school 

children for the coming school year. We have been asked to collect 850 black and white 

composition note books. They are going to go into the backpacks, and the county and the 

city are doing that. We would like to get them by the 12th of next week, and you can put 

them in Kelsey Bradley, Administrative Assistant to the Mayor’s office. They will be given 

to Christ Church, that it the group that stuffs the backpacks. Also, since last meeting, he, 

along with Councilman Young, and eight other people spent eighteen hours in a van 

together, going to Pittsburgh. That was a really great experience being in a van for eighteen 

hours with a group of people, many who did not know each other all that well, and now 

have established relationships. They went to a youth educational center called, Manchester 

Bidwell in the City of Pittsburgh, and looked at what they’re doing there. There were 

members of County government, City Government, the School District, Non-Profits, 

himself, the County Executive. It was very enlightening and very empowering. There will 

be some follow-up meeting, Manchester Bidwell may try and come to the City of 

Poughkeepsie and do a study of the services here. At this point no decisions have been 

made. Good news, the interviews that have been ongoing for Finance Commissioner and 

City Administrator are in their final stages where there are candidates, who are now 

discussion a little more of the details as far as compensation goes. Will keep you all posted 

on that, and we would like to have that wrapped up by the end of the week, and then we can 

start the other process with the City Council.  There was another budget meeting with 

Department Heads where we focused on revenue projects for both 2016 and 2017. The 

budget process has started early and it’s starting to develop. Our budget people now have it 

what they call “initialized in our system” where Department Heads can go into their 

terminals, and input data. As far as the Arts Commission is concerned, knows that members 

of the committee are at the council meeting tonight. They have been working with 

Councilmember McNamara and the Arts Commission, and Corporation Counsel to develop 

language and criteria for an Arts Commission. They have agreed to that, and he is ready to 

create an Arts Commission by Executive Order, which will establish that. The storm, at 

3:41p.m. it was raining here at City Hall, and at 3:41 p.m., the phones starting ringing 

downstairs in the 911 Center. Statistically, we are very lucky there were no injuries in the 

storm. There was one individual that was stuck in his car at the intersection of Arnold and 

Kingston, in about four feet of water. The Fire Department was able to get that person out of 

there. During the storm there were approximately one hundred calls to the 911 Center in 

about a two hour period. They responded to forty-four fire calls during the storm, thirty-six 

which were storm related, and eight which were normal activity. Bartlett Park was 

especially hit hard. We lost a lot of limbs and trees there. Commissioner Gent has indicated 

that they will start clearing there tomorrow morning, approximately at 6:00 a.m.  
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V. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas wanted to reiterate that the National Night Out is Tuesday, August 2nd 

between 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Waryas Park. It is lots of events for children and families, and 

thanks them for hosting this, and encourages his colleagues and everyone from the 

community to come out. Briefly, how resolutions get to a vote in this city council, 

generally, 98% of them go on as a communication, so that the council and the 

community has the ability to discuss it and communicate about it. It is then brought up 

on the agenda for a vote. There are rare instances, out of many votes taken by this 

council that there are walk-ons, things that have deadlines, time sensitive, or things that 

simply make sense, such as we believe the Family Partnership Center is a vital asset to 

our community, and we should back it up. So that is how these things get on, tonight it is 

simply a communication to talk about the possibility of having a prayer blessing before 

our council meetings, like other communities do. If there is enough votes, we will bring 

it to a vote of the city council. That is how resolutions get voted on by this council.  

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Klein to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION  
R16-62 

EXTRACT OF MINUTES 
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A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New 
York was convened in public session at the Council Chambers, City Hall, Poughkeepsie, New 
York on July 5, 2016 at 6:30 o'clock p.m., local time. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Petsas, and, upon roll being called, the following 
members were: 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councilmember Natasha Cherry 
Councilmember Lee David Klein 
Councilmember Lorraine Johnson 
Councilmember Matthew McNamara 
Councilmember Ann Perry 
Councilmember Christopher D. Petsas 
Councilmember Mike Young 
 
ABSENT: 
 
Councilmember Randall A. Johnson II 
 
 
The following persons were ALSO PRESENT: 
 
William Brady, Commissioner of Finance 
 
 
The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Cherry, seconded by Councilmember 
Klein, to wit; 
 

RESOLUTION DATED JULY 5, 2016 

 

AN AMENDED AND RESTATED RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

 INTERFUND BORROWING REGARDING THE 

 EFC SEWER PROJECT FOR REPLACEMENT OF  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ROOF 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance is hereby 

authorized to make a short term non-interest bearing interfund loan from the Sewer Fund, in an 
amount currently estimated not to exceed $450,000, to provide sufficient cash to proceed with the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant roof replacement portion of the capital project authorized by Bond 
Resolution No. R15-16 dated February 17, 2015, as amended by Supplemental Bond Resolution 
No. R15-70 dated September 8, 2015, authorizing the improvement of pump stations including 
Meyer Avenue Pump Station, Pine Street Pump Station and Cedar Avenue Pump Stations, the 
improvements to the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the completion of storm sewer line separation 
to eliminate the Riverview Combined Sewer Overflow, and the relining of sewer pipes at various 
locations in the City to address sanitary sewer overflows to the receiving waters at an estimated 
maximum cost of $11,256,000, until obligations authorized by such resolution are sold pursuant 
to such resolution.  
 
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll call, which 
resulted as follows: 
 
Councilmember Natasha Cherry  VOTING Aye 
Councilmember Lee David Klein    VOTING Aye 
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Councilmember Lorraine Johnson  VOTING Aye 
Councilmember Randall A. Johnson II    VOTING Absent 
Councilmember Matthew McNamara VOTING Aye 
Councilmember Ann Perry    VOTING Aye 
Councilmember Christopher D. Petsas    VOTING Aye 
Councilmember Mike Young   VOTING Aye 
 
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 
 
Approved:  July 5, 2016 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Rob Rolison 
Mayor 
 
CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER 
 
 
 The undersigned hereby certifies that: 
 
 (1) He/She is the duly qualified and acting Chamberlain of the City of Poughkeepsie, 
Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter called the "City") and the custodian of the records of 
the City, including the minutes of the proceedings of the Common Council, and is duly authorized 
to execute this certificate. 
 
 (2) Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted at a meeting 
of the Common Council held on the 5th day of July, 2016 and entitled: 
 

RESOLUTION DATED JULY 5, 2016 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING INTERFUND BORROWING REGARDING THE 

 EFC SEWER PROJECT FOR REPLACEMENT OF  

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT ROOF 
 
 (3) Said meeting was duly convened and held and said resolution was duly adopted in 
all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the City.  To the extent required by law 
or said regulations, due and proper notice of said meeting was given.  A legal quorum of members 
of the Common Council was present throughout said meeting, and a legally sufficient number of 
members (majority of the Common Council) voted in the proper manner for the adoption of the 
resolution.  All other requirements and proceedings under law, said regulations or otherwise 
incident to said meeting and the adoption of the resolution, including any publication, if required 
by law, have been duly fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed. 
 
 (4) The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the City and was duly 
affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set her hand this ___ day of 
___________, 2016. 
 
 
-SEAL- ____________________________________ 
 Deanne Flynn 
 City Chamberlain 
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R16-62 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Klein to receive and print. 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE DESIGNATING 11 DAVIES 

PLACE AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R16-63) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
 
 WHEREAS, the 11 Davies Place is owned by Holy Comforter Church and which 

property has been nominated for a local historic landmark designation with the City of 

Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation Commission (hereinafter 

“HDLPC”); and 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC held a public hearing on May 12, 2016 regarding the application 

as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted unanimously in favor of the proposed designation and 

approved the application on May 12, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council 

for consideration on June 1, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing on June 20, 2016 regarding the 

nomination as a local historic landmark; and 

 WHEREAS, after duly considering the factors specified in Section 19-4.5(4) of the Code 



 Official Minutes of the Council Meeting of Tuesday, July 5, 2016  

15 

 

of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie, the Common Council hereby finds that the property 

located at 11 Davies Place possesses special character, historic and aesthetic value as part of the 

cultural, economic and social history of the City of Poughkeepsie; embodies distinguishing 

characteristics of an architectural style; is identified with historic personages; and is the work of 

a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age.  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby designates 

the 11 Davies Place as a local historic landmark.  The City Chamberlain is authorized and directed 

to forward notice of the designation of 11 Davies Place to the Dutchess County Clerk for 

recordation. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 

 

 
R16-63 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE DESIGNATING 18 DAVIES 

PLACE AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R16-64) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
 
 WHEREAS, the 18 Davies Place is owned by Holy Comforter Church and which 

property has been nominated for a local historic landmark designation with the City of 

Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation Commission (hereinafter 
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“HDLPC”); and 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC held a public hearing on May 12, 2016 regarding the application 

as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted unanimously in favor of the proposed designation and 

approved the application on May 12, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council 

for consideration on June 1, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing on June 20, 2016 regarding the 

nomination as a local historic landmark; and 

 WHEREAS, after duly considering the factors specified in Section 19-4.5(4) of the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie, the Common Council hereby finds that the property 

located at 18 Davies Place possesses special character, historic and aesthetic value as part of the 

cultural, economic and social history of the City of Poughkeepsie; embodies distinguishing 

characteristics of an architectural style; is identified with historic personages; and is the work of 

a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age.  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby designates 

the 18 Davies Place as a local historic landmark.  The City Chamberlain is authorized and directed 

to forward notice of the designation of 18 Davies Place to the Dutchess County Clerk for 

recordation. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 
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R16-64 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE DESIGNATING 85 SOUTH 

HAMILTON STREET AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R16-65) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the 85 South Hamilton Street is owned by Marion Rutherford and Barbara 

Rutherford-Kutschbach and which property has been nominated for a local historic landmark 

designation with the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”); and 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC held a public hearing on May 12, 2016 regarding the application 

as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted unanimously in favor of the proposed designation and 

approved the application on May 12, 2016; and  

WHEREAS, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common Council 

for consideration on June 1, 2016; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing on June 20, 2016 regarding the 

nomination as a local historic landmark; and 

 WHEREAS, after duly considering the factors specified in Section 19-4.5(4) of the Code 

of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie, the Common Council hereby finds that the property 
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located at 85 South Hamilton Street possesses special character, historic and aesthetic value as 

part of the cultural, economic and social history of the City of Poughkeepsie; embodies 

distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style; is identified with historic personages; and 

is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age.  

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby designates 

the 85 South Hamilton Street as a local historic landmark.  The City Chamberlain is authorized 

and directed to forward notice of the designation of 85 South Hamilton Street to the Dutchess 

County Clerk for recordation. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER KLEIN 

 

      
R16-65 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG, a communication on proposed changes to 

the “Rules of Conduct and Procedure”, By-Laws of the Common Council.  
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2. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, a communication on having an “Open Prayer” 

during Common Council Meetings.   
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3. FROM MARQUE GREENE, a notice of personal injury sustained on October 15, 

2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel 
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4. FROM BECKY TECK, a notice of personal injuries sustained on April 2, 2016. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Hermann and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

Dated: August 16, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday, July 5, 2016  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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