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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, June 3, 2013 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

         ROLL CALL- 7 Present, 1 Absent (Councilmember Herman) 

  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
 
PH Minutes 4-3-13 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 
CCM 4-3-13 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed 

on the printed agenda.  
 

REMOVE: 

 

VII.  MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, Resolution R13-52, approving the 

financing for the upgrade of the water meters.  
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ADD: 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

3.  FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 1st Quarter Quarterly Report (January – April,  

     2013) 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Ken Stickle - 118 Catherine Street – I went down Main Street again over the weekend.  

I hate to say, from Market Street up, Main Street looks like war torn Beirut, with the 

garbage.  I watched a person, I believe it was on Wednesday evening, (I was going to the 

school for the “Meet and Greet” the new School Superintendant) take a broken cue stick 

out of the garbage, proceed to beat the Hell out of the garbage receptacle by the City 

Drug building and pull the garbage out of the can with the cue stick, and threw it all over 

the street.  I don’t know if the young lady was responsible for over the weekend 

(Saturday and Sunday), Main Street, but it was pretty horrible.  We had a lot of things 

going on.  We had the Maplewood Yard Sale, with people coming throughout the City 

for that; different things going on.  We need somebody desperately and I don’t care how 

you guys figure you’re going to do it, but we need the elephant on Saturday and Sunday 

or the council people affected by those areas, to get out and clean up those wards, those 

sections of Main Street, because I’m telling you – It’s a horrible way to represent your 

ward.  You’ve got to get out and take a look at how bad the City looks.  We’re never 

going to get business to come into mid-town Poughkeepsie at this rate.  Have a little pride 

in the City.  Get up there.  Take a look around.  Do whatever you have to.  College Hill 

had its second meeting on revitalizing that area; Councilmember Perry, myself and 

[former Mayor], Nancy Cozean and a lot of people from the Poughkeepsie Garden 

Association were there.  We were there for almost 1 ½ hours for a meeting to look at the 

rock garden area and we’re trying to clean up the City park.  So I’m asking, “Get out and 

try to clean your Main Street area.”  Thank you very much.    

 

Sean Harden - 36 Glenwood Avenue -  When are the double yellow lines going to be 

repainted?  Also wondered how garbage can be kept in an airtight container without a 

lid…?  Unregistered and abandoned vehicles sitting on the property adjacent to his.  

Unfortunately, his Councilman is absent tonight.  Numerous complaints to the Building 

Department were made…nothing gets done.  This is at 38 Glenwood Avenue – alleges 

that it is an illegally “sub-divided” home.  There are two people living there – they pay 

for garbage as a single family dwelling.  One man “flicks” beer can caps to his side of the 

street.  Another gentleman comes along the street with a bag and pick up tongs and picks 

up the garbage.  Unsafe – fire hazard due to having one entrance and one exit in the back.  

There’s probably four or five gentlemen living back there.  Please make sure that the 

Building Department goes there – I’ve seen pictures being taken, but nothing seems to be 

getting done about that property.      
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Candace Lewis - 2 Loockerman Avenue – Representing the Dutchess County 

Historical Society.  Thank you for the new roof at the Glebe House.  Also, you have 

removed the foliage that had been holding in moisture according to the building 

inspector.  That has made a difference.  However, there was water damage and am here to 

let you know that there will be a delay in opening. There is damage to the inside and 

upon inspection, peeling paint and a wall on the North side is spongy.  Is in the process of 

making an appointment to meet with Mr. Bunyi.  Just wanted to give a status report. 

 

Susan Berger - 303 Main Street – Wants to have benches and sustainable plantings at 

Garden and Liberty Streets.  Will have a horticulturist and some interns from Vassar  

College who will help us to create a beautiful and successful pedestrian walkway.  Would 

also reach out to the City’s youth to work alongside the Vassar students.  Two days ago, 

it was learned that this area is to be a parking lot with valet parking for two restaurants.  

Is opposed to it.  It will eliminate the walkways to those who live and work in the area.  

Trees will be uprooted, destroying any opportunities for relaxation and landscaping for 

these two alleyways.  By not allowing this to be utilized as a sitting area for pedestrians 

and workers in nearby buildings, and opening up these two streets as through streets, it 

will only add to the danger for pedestrians and to the noise and congestion.  Residents 

opposed this two years ago and still oppose it now.   Don’t want a destruction of the 

Urban Community.  Instead, think about enhancing the urban environment, not cutting it 

off.  Appreciate your time.  Brought petitions if anyone wants to sign.   

 

Jason Fox - 20 Academy Street – My wife and I bought 20 Academy Street (Lady 

Washington Street Firehouse).  We are excited about restoring and maintaining this old 

building.  I also want to add to what Susan was saying.  I’ve lived in Poughkeepsie for 10 

years.  That area between Garden and Liberty is like a beautiful Oasis there.  Cutting 

down those trees would be a disgrace.  There’s no proof that it would improve those 

restaurants.  I think it would only scar the neighborhood and actually increase crime.  

People come here at night and engage in illicit activities. You’re basically creating 

another alleyway for people to get off the arterial, cut through, engage in criminal activity 

and leave the city.  I can’t see any real reason for this.  It would scar the neighborhood, 

deprive the people that live and work there for a place to walk through and relax.  My 

assumption is that the people who are pushing for it, don’t live there.  This seems to be a 

theme that happens again and again.  Things are being done in the interest of things that 

pertain to people who don’t live in the City of Poughkeepsie.  This catering to people that 

don’t live in the City, doesn’t prove to work very well.  Absentee landlords who don’t 

care about their properties causes problems.  If the restaurants don’t succeed, it would not 

be due to the lack of additional parking, so then the City is left with empty businesses and 

a parking lot.  I wrote a letter in the Poughkeepsie Journal  a couple of years ago and 

stated, “What do you want to model the City on…Route 9 or Rhinebeck?”  Trees, bushes, 

cleanliness is what attracts people; it helps business; it attracts people to the 

neighborhoods.  But, if you continue to pave over everything for car access would only 

be another Route 9, and everyone I talk to is completely against this.  I really think this 

would be a huge step backward for the neighborhood.  As I’ve said, I’ve been living in 

this area for 10 years.  It’s finally starting to change.   I think that it would be a disaster.   

Thank you. 
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Constantine Kazolias - 47 Noxon Street – The previous speaker opened up an old 

wound.  The East-West [Arterial] brochure says that the arterial was to be tree-lined.  

Where are the trees?  Promises, promises, promises.  Like my buddy said to me, maybe 

I’ve lived too long.  But I’m here, I’m not ready to go.  But I’ll say this, the State audit 

companies from January 1, 2011 to July 31
st
 which is a Republican controlled Mayorship 

and Common Council and Administration.  It was a cheap shot in the Poughkeepsie 

Editorial when they threw in sanitation, because sanitation is probably the only thing 

that’s going to survive if it’s administered properly.  Another thing is, we have a new 

Superintendant of Schools.  President Coates admitted he didn’t acknowledge the people 

that were there, the City Administrator and several Council people, so at the meeting the 

following night…I have a lot of hopes for this new superintendant; if he can build the 

school system up, then he’ll rise.  If not, we can all say goodbye.  As of June 1
st
 of this 

year, how many compensation C-2 claims have been filed but not awarded?  A final 

claim is not an award.  But, the $300,000 for the sanitation line is a guesstimate.  Will it 

be removed or transferred as a credit in the next year’s budget, or is it a $300,000 loan as 

it was a $500,000 loan to the water and sewer, which was never returned?  The State 

ought to pinpoint this discrepancy.  To me, this is Bunyi economics, the accounting 

economics when there is…also when there is zero monies for vacation and sick days, and 

to extrapolate $10,000 when you have only one line for $100,000 for pre-conditions.  

Conditions were all grouped together, especially when you have 12 cops and 4 firemen 

out on sick leave.  How can you extrapolate just one when you group them all together?  

Something to me, smells and it isn’t cheese.  I’m also concerned about the time sheets 

being charged to the proper account with the income generator to the same accounts, 

because in the past, all expenses were charged to the DPW.  That’s about it.  I think I’ve 

said enough.  Audit doesn’t speak too highly for the City.  I call it Beam 

economics…remember Mayor Beam down in New York?  He    his operating expenses.  

Let’s hope this Council comes together.  We’ve got a long way to go.  But remember, 

hope blooms eternal – even here.  Forget about Washington.   

 

Chairman Mallory:  It does, thank you.       

 

Mike Grande - 43 Manitou Avenue – I’ve come here time after time talking about drug 

problems in the neighborhood.  I was reading the Sunday paper and there were 13 arrests 

in the Town of Lloyd.  Everybody was from the City of Poughkeepsie.  How come the 

City can’t do this?  I don’t know, maybe you guys have your hands tied or something…I 

don’t know what’s going on in our neighborhood; Councilmember Gwen Johnson lives 

there as well.  It’s not a nice thing.  Property values are going to drop – I already got an 

estimate for my property; it’s dropped.  There are a couple of empty buildings on the 

street.  Others are not being taken care of.  I saw old photographs of the neighborhood.  It 

was beautiful back then.  I took a ride by Social Services on my way home from work the 

other night.  It was a zoo.  People hanging out…I don’t get it.  Anyhow, I hope you guys 

are working on it, getting something done.  It’s been two years; I haven’t seen anything.   

 

Frank Clark - 50 Rinaldi Blvd – Wanted to speak on two things.  First, when he owned 

the “Green Grocer” on the corner of Main and Liberty Street, he personally hung 20 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 5 

hanging plants on the light poles every single morning and took them back in every 

single night.  All the tree beds there were beautifully landscaped.  It has not been done.  

Just doing those little things would make that area very, very nice.  Second, is expressing 

his opposition to the non-premise liquor license that you Council people may approve.  

He spoke of his experience two Sundays ago while standing at the foot of Main Street at 

the traffic circle for the Veteran’s Celebration at Waryas Park.  Two individuals came up 

to him and asked him to sit in the bleachers because they were friends of some of the 

band players and wanted more people in front of the band.  Both individuals had plastic 

cups in their hands.  When asked what they were drinking, they replied, “Chardonnay.”  

If you allow the Ice House to have a non-premise liquor license, there’s no way they’re 

going to control people on that patio from going into the park.  An inside liquor license 

only, allows them to have better control over it.  Not only was I standing at the foot of 

Main Street, I was standing directly under the sign that says, “Alcoholic Beverages 

Prohibited,” and here they are, drinking wine in the park.  Please don’t pass this non-

premise liquor license.  Thank you.   

 

Lit Tomelnik - 303 Main Street – I’m a child and adolescent psychiatry fellow at New 

York Presbyterian, at Columbia and one thing I specialize in over the years is, 

Community Psychiatry.  I want to talk a little bit about what it means to have public 

spaces for families and individuals.  When I think about Urban planning, I also think 

about success of individuals.  We think about what it means to be able to get your 

education, a job, raise a family – all essential things to become a successful human being.  

To have that, you need to have a support - a family network, community, having a park, a 

tree-lined street with benches; that’s the foundation.  People need somewhere to go.  

Whether it’s their church, whether it’s that “block” I just mentioned, public pool…these 

are the essence that builds community.  I know people are talking about taking out 

Garden Street.  People are going to lose that space, that little bit on that block that allows 

them to come together.  Research extends just beyond these positive things of an 

individual or community rising.  Without centers for the community, we see a rise in 

HIV, drug use, etc.  Cuba was one of the first to overhaul this by taking everyone out of 

the community, tore down these areas built with no public areas and rebuilt it, basically 

as squares and brought everyone back in.  There was an entire change in the people being 

able to feel that they were part of the community.  I hope Poughkeepsie takes the same 

approach and helps to build families and support for these people.  

 

William Dykus - 96 South Hamilton Street – I remember when we used to have 

Poughkeepsie pride.  I agree with Mr. Stickle.  I was on Main Street the other day and it 

was disgusting between Catharine, Academy, North Hamilton – a pig sty.  Everybody can 

blame the City…and it is partially the City’s fault, but a lot of people live on that block.  

A lot of businesses are on that block.  Take a little responsibility to keep the place clean, 

in front of your place.  Send some of your people out there or have some of those people 

you allow to sit in front of your place clean it up – give them a couple of bucks.  It’s 

disgusting; Mr. Stickle is absolutely right about that.  But, it’s not only the City’s 

responsibility, it’s everybody’s responsibility to keep the City clean.  One more thing, 

about the premise - no alcohol outside, keep it inside.   
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Sondra Sing - 303 Main Street – I’m one of the artists that moved here 6 years ago, 

looking for a large space to live and work that was actually affordable.  I’ve been quite 

successful since moving to Poughkeepsie and I often tell the galleries I work with around 

the world, how Poughkeepsie is kind of a rough place.  I don’t go out at night.  I just use 

it for the large space.  After 8 o’clock at night, I can’t walk on the streets.  Then we come 

and I park in the parking garages across from the Civic Center area and we walk out and 

we walk onto Garden Street.  The moment we walk out, they come to visit my studio, 

they say, “This doesn’t look bad, this is a beautiful space.”  I always say, “This is it…this 

is the one moment it’s beautiful.  You can’t go to your left too far…walk to your left and 

you can maybe walk to the river.”  And, to think that somebody is contemplating 

knocking down those trees in this little bit of historic area, the sensitive artists actually 

see and want to move into and want to change – it’s kind of heartbreaking.  I’m here to 

testify to that and know that many artists like myself, will not come to the neighborhood.  

If they find they have no street to walk on, no people to talk to, no gallery to invite, look 

in their space to find a through traffic going back and forth.  So, I just wanted to give my 

two cents to that. 

 

Steven Planck - 81 Carroll Street – I’ve prepared a series of brief statements.  Each 

shall have its own citation to fact checking if anyone wants to do that later and then a 

question or two for the Administration.   

 

John Adams teaches us that Liberty cannot be preserved without general knowledge 

among the people.  I believe the people of the City have the equitable right to expect 

something other than due diligence from their elected officials and that we have a God 

given right to transparency, accountability and fiscal responsibility.  Nothing should ever 

be shoved down the throats of the taxpayers, as Mayor John Tkazyik put it.  There’s no 

legitimate excuse for saying that nobody wanted to do this, that we didn’t have a choice, 

as Councilmember Rich put it.  Because I used to teach media analysis techniques for 10 

years, I recognize the scare tactics employed by this Administration to deceive the public:  

Rat City, fuel costs would skyrocket out of control, there would be no one to pick up 

leaves, there would be no one to snow plow, no one to pick up garbage in the parks and 

rightfully angry.  My question for the Administration is, “Where did you get those facts 

from?  Why were we told that Poughkeepsie would become Rat City?  Why were we told 

that if we closed down the Sanitation Department and were allowed to hire our own 

haulers, that fuel costs would skyrocket out of control?  Where is the evidence and where 

are the studies to suggest your claims?  How many licensed and experienced drivers for 

snowplowing exist in the DPW that are not actually part of the Sanitation Department?”  

I think many people don’t recognize that fact.  The City is on an unsustainable path and 

perhaps it’s time for all of us to rethink our positions come election time; this year and 

the next.  I don’t believe we need diversity in leadership; we need results, and this 

Administration has been too dysfunctional for too long.  The simple truth for us to keep 

in mind is that when we stop accepting excuses, people will stop giving them and will 

start creating real solutions.  On December 17
th

, when this body approved the user fee, 

my garbage collection fees went from zero dollars to over $2,000 per year, and I’ve been 

studying, researching and fighting it ever since.  The creation of the user fee is a direct 

result from an economic crisis caused by skyrocketing healthcare costs, higher pension 
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costs, lower assessment values, the Common Council’s inability to effectively manage 

the City’s financial affairs, the Common Council now obtaining a review of monthly 

financial reports for the City, the Common Council not adopting good financial policies, 

lost inter-fund balance transfers and Dutchess County’s decision to shortchange the City 

by $2 Million in sales tax revenue.  All of which, except one, are self-inflicted wounds, 

according to “Napoli’s” recent audit.   According to Open Book, New York in 2012, the 

City spent well over $12 Million on employee benefits vs. $10 Million in 2010.    

According to Open Book, New York in 2012, the City spent $12,792,000 on employee 

benefits.  In 2010, this number was $10 Million.  According to See Through New York, 

for that same period, we spent $12,340,000 compared to $22 Million on employee 

paychecks.  My question is, “How is the City planning to curb these out-of-control costs?  

Is it true that all City employees – Fire, Police and general employees are working 

without contracts, that expired in 2011?  What, if anything are the Firemen’s Union, 

Police PBA and CSEA Vice President Bruce Dooris doing to help save the City money?  

Are they being pleasant to negotiate with?  Or should we expect more of the same in the 

future?  

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Councilmember Boyd and I have a Special Presentation this evening.  

The Mayor and Councilmember Boyd walked to the front of the dais and summoned a 

young lady to come forward and join them 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Thank you, Councilmember Boyd. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  You’re welcome.  

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  First, I’d like to start off by thanking everyone who attended the 

American Legion Post #37’s Memorial Day Ceremony at the New Poughkeepsie 

Commons Project.  It was a great afternoon.  We got to check out the new home of the 

American Legion Post, as well as the Poughkeepsie Commons, both Veteran’s and Senior 

Complex in the 5
th

 Ward of the City.  I want to thank Councilmembers Rich, Perry and 

Johnson for attending that event and a big, “Thank you,” to Sean and Ken Kearney from 

Poughkeepsie Commons who also hosted a luncheon for all the veterans and all those 

who attended the event, to check out the new space up at the Poughkeepsie Commons.  If 

you haven’t checked it out, please get up there, it is simply beautiful – in fact, fantastic.  

We’re looking forward to Phase II of the project and the Council will be reviewing that 

upcoming and other pilot arrangement between the Poughkeepsie Commons and the City, 

and it’s something we’re really excited about in the heart of the 5
th

 Ward on the upper 

North side.  Also, I’d like to encourage everyone to attend the Annual Father’s Day 

Parade on Saturday, June 15
th

 starting at 12:00 noon beginning on Main Street to Waryas 

Park for a day of activities with John Flowers and his elves and we’ll look forward to 

participate in those activities.  Please mark your calendars for the Annual July 4
th

 

Fireworks Spectacular which will be held in conjunction with the Walkway Over the 

Hudson and various sponsors for that event.  There will be entertainment in the park 

towards the evening hours, and a fireworks display taking place at 9:20 p.m.  For 
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information regarding Walkway, you’ll be able to purchase tickets through the Walkway 

to be permitted to go on there in the evening hours; with that, you’ll have to go separately 

to the Walkway, of course coming in to Waryas Park and the areas around it, is all free.  

It’s a great day for all in the City to come out and that will take place on July 4
th

 itself.   

The Common Council has a full agenda tonight, of course with the designation of 20 

Academy Street and the financing of the Centrifuge Project for the Joint Water Plant, 

which is the first stage in overall efforts to a major upgrade that will be taking place at the 

Water Plant, that the EPA of course, is mandating on us to upgrade the disinfection by-

products that will be used at the plant that Water Plant Administrator Alstadt will be here 

tonight to discuss all of that.  I’ll simply touch on the Comptroller’s response.  The 

Comptroller’s audit on the City, and set a few points to that regard.  The one thing I say 

we concur with the findings is that communities all across New York State are dealing 

with increased fiscal stress.  I will also point out that, in 2008, upon myself taking office, 

there was zero fund balance.  The total debt of the City combined long-term and short-

term was over $80 Million.  I will point to the efforts that the Administration has made 

over that time.  By taking significant steps forward in reducing the overall debt of the 

City by $27 Million.  The Comptroller, of course, failed to recognize the efforts the 

Administration made.  And, the City had made great attempts over this time, over the 

years, to take aggressive action in dealing with the debt.  We decreased annual 

commitments and capital expenditures, looked for new ways to participate in the EFC 

funding programs to reduce interest expenses, the overall…reduced the total debt bonds 

and bands together from $76 Million down to $63.9 Million.  The City reduced 

outstanding short-term debt from a high of $25.1 Million down to $9.9 Million.  

Certainly, we face enormous challenges.  The City has over 300 vacant and abandoned 

properties.  The assessment values have dropped over $573 Million or 24.5% from 2008 

– a direct result of the recession and the sluggish response of the State of New York to 

deal with it.  We do the best we can, estimating revenues.  It’s not easy, because it’s hard 

to predict the number of homeowners, businesses and taxpayers who will abandon New 

York in any one given year, because they simply cannot find opportunity here.  The City 

of Poughkeepsie was already facing financial challenges before the start of the Great 

Recession.  I’ll point out, the country’s economic condition compounded upon challenges 

such as dramatic losses in property tax collection, sales tax and mortgage tax.  The 

expenditures that were highlighted even by speakers earlier with increased benefits 

primarily with rising healthcare costs, workers’ compensation and retirement costs.  

Collectively, both the Administration and the Common Council will work together to 

reduce the General Fund deficit with of course, operational surpluses are what’s key.  

Administration and Council will have to continue to impose cost cutting measures, as 

well as identify new revenue enhancing opportunities to enable reduction in General 

Fund deficits.  I wanted to clarify the situation.  Basically, it’s as simple as comparing 

your savings and your mortgage.  Debt service payments in 2008 were well over $9 

Million.  We reduced that debt service payment to under $5 Million.  We had no fund 

balance walking in in 2008.  We’ve reduced the overall debt of the City by close to $27 

Million.  We’re making great strides with the resources that we have, by not imposing 

large tax increases on the public that would simply drive taxpayers and businesses out of 

the City further.  We will respond to the Comptroller’s report as I did in my response to 

him and submit an action plan within 90 days collectively working with the Common 
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Council on doing that…such…along with the City Administrator and Finance 

Commissioner.  Of course, we would also hope that State of New York and Albany will 

assist us and take their own actions to help local municipalities, town, counties and cities 

across this state with much needed reform and much needed mandate relief.  You’re 

going to hear of a project coming forth of this City which is going to be a mandated 

expense.  The EPA is going to require us to now bring about new disinfection by-

products to the Joint Water Facility.  This project is going to cost the City total between 

the City and the Town a total of $19 Million.  The approximate cost to the City is over 

$10 Million.  These are the types of mandates with no support coming out of Albany or 

the Feds that local municipalities have to deal with each and every day.  So, we are 

committed to meeting the challenge.  We are committed to an aggressive approach going 

forward and I’ll look forward to working with members of the Common Council, 

Commissioner of Finance and City Administrator as pull ahead, dealing with this path, 

and of course, responding to the Comptroller’s overall audit with the 90 day action plan.   

But I wanted to give a sense to the community of where we were at, where we’ve come 

to and which directions we’re going to be going in submitting that 90 day action plan.   

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you.  To share a little bit on what the Comptroller had 

shared with the State, and this community as a whole as well.  Earlier this year, I shared 

that this Council would look to work with the City, but we want transparency.  We would 

have to do with oversight and we have done that with Council on a level of asking 

questions, holding Committee of the Whole Meetings, viewing monthly and quarterly 

reports and approving or not approving resolutions that are in the best interest of the City.  

You will see or hear resolutions coming before us from those members of the Council 

here, to follow through with the advice, guidance, recommendations from the 

Comptroller’s office.  So, we are continuing to do what our responsibilities are and to 

continue riding this ship, getting us out of this tough, difficult situation.  But what I 

shared with you beforehand with the best interest of the City, also holds true with inter-

municipal agreements – particularly, long-term agreements.  Again, light was shined on 

the financial difficulties of this City.  This Council must make every effort to insure that 

all inter-municipal agreements are in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie.  This 

should be our first concern.  So ends my comments.   

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE DESIGNATING 20 

ACADEMY STREET AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

(R13-50) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SOLOMON 
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 WHEREAS, 20 Academy Street is a mixed-use commercial building owned by 

Jason Fox who nominated the property and applied for a local historic landmark 

designation with the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation 

Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC held a public hearing on April 24, 2013 regarding the 

application 20 Academy Street as a local historic landmark; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted unanimously in favor of the proposed designation 

and approved the application on April 24, 2013; and  

 

WHEREAS, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common 

Council for consideration on April 26, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing on May 20, 2013 

regarding the nomination of 20 Academy Street as a local historic landmark; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after duly considering the factors specified in Section 19-4.5(4) of 

the Code of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie, the Common Council hereby finds 

that premises located at 20 Academy Street possesses special character, historic and 

aesthetic value as part of the cultural, economic and social history of the City of 

Poughkeepsie; embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style; is 

identified with historic personages; and is the work of a designer whose work has 

significantly influenced an age.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby 

designates 20 Academy Street as a local historic landmark.  The City Chamberlain is 

authorized and directed to forward notice of the designation of 20 Academy Street to the 

Dutchess County Clerk for recordation. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 
R13-50 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print.  
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RESOLUTION 

R13-42 

 

EXTRACT OF MINUTES 

(Poughkeepsie Water Treatment Facility—Centrifuge Upgrade Project 

 

A regular meeting of the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, Dutchess 

County, New York was convened in public session at the Council Chambers, City Hall, 

Poughkeepsie, New York on May 20, 2013 at 6:30 o'clock p.m., local time. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Mallory, and, upon roll being called, the 

following members were: 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Councilmember Thomas E. Parise 

Councilmember Joseph Rich   

Councilmember Robert L. Mallory, Jr. 

Councilmember Nina Boyd   

Councilmember Ann E. Perry   

Councilmember Mary Solomon  

Councilmember Gwen C. Johnson  

 

ABSENT:  

 

Councilmember Paul T. Herman  

 

The following persons were ALSO PRESENT: 

 

The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Solomon, seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd, to wit; 

 

 BOND RESOLUTION DATED MAY 20, 2013 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK IN AN 

AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,300,000 PURSUANT 

TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW TO FINANCE THE CITY’S SHARE OF THE 

COST OF THE POUGHKEEPSIE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY CENTRIFUGE 

UPGRADE PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE COST THEREOF, AND 

DELEGATING CERTAIN POWERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH TO THE 

COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE. 

 

WHEREAS, the Poughkeepsies’ Water Treatment Facility is owned and operated as a 

joint project of the City of Poughkeepsie and Town of Poughkeepsie pursuant to an inter-

municipal agreement dated August 3, 1995, as amended (the “Inter-municipal 
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Agreement”), entered into pursuant to Article 5-G of the General Municipal Law, and the 

Poughkeepsies’ Joint Water Board has recommended certain improvements to the 

Poughkeepsie Water Treatment Facility including a Centrifuge Upgrade Project, the cost 

of which is to be allocated pursuant to the Inter-municipal Agreement between the City of 

Poughkeepsie and the Town of Poughkeepsie;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Common Council of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (the "City") (by the favorable vote of not less 

than two-thirds of all of the members of the Common Council) as follows:  

 

SECTION 1. The improvement of the Poughkeepsies’ Water Treatment Facility, 

consisting of the Centrifuge Upgrade Project, including replacement and installation of 

equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental site and other 

improvements and expenses in connection therewith, is hereby authorized at an estimated 

maximum joint project cost of $2,350,000.  The estimated maximum joint cost of the 

Centrifuge Upgrade Project is $2,350,000, of which the City’s share has been determined 

to be $1,300,000, hereby appropriated for such purpose.  It is hereby determined that said 

purpose is an object or purpose described in subdivision 1 of paragraph a of Section 11 of 

the Local Finance Law, and that the period of probable usefulness of said purpose is forty 

years.   

 

SECTION 2. It has been determined that the aforesaid purpose constitutes a Type II 

action as defined under the State Environmental Quality Review Regulations, 6 NYCRR 

Part 617, which has been determined under SEQRA not to have a significant impact on 

the environment.  

  

SECTION 3.  The City plans to finance the City’s share of the cost of said purpose by the 

issuance of the serial bonds in an amount not to exceed $1,300,000, hereby authorized to 

be issued therefor pursuant to the Local Finance Law.  The City plans to provide for 

amounts equal to annual debt service costs with respect to obligations issued hereunder 

from its Water Fund revenues.  The remaining $1,050,000 of such total project cost is to 

be paid by the Town of Poughkeepsie.   

 

SECTION 4.  Current funds are not required to be provided prior to the issuance of the 

bonds authorized by this resolution or any notes issued in anticipation of said bonds. 

 

SECTION 5.  The proceeds of the bonds herein authorized and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of said bonds may be applied to reimburse the City for 

expenditures made after the effective date of this resolution for the purpose for which 

said bonds are authorized.  This resolution shall constitute a statement of official intent 

for purposes of Section 1.150-2 of the Treasury Regulations.   

 

SECTION 6.  Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution and any bond anticipation 

notes issued in anticipation of said bonds, shall contain the recital of validity prescribed 

by Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law.  The faith and credit of the City are hereby 

irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on said bonds as the 
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same respectively become due and payable.  An annual appropriation shall be made in 

each year sufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds becoming due and 

payable in such year.  To the extent not paid from other sources, there shall annually be 

levied on all the taxable real property of the City a tax sufficient to pay the principal of 

and interest on said bonds as the same become due and payable. 

 

SECTION 7.  Subject to the terms and contents of this resolution and the Local Finance 

Law, and pursuant to the provisions of Sections 30.00, 50.00 and 56.00 to 63.00, 

inclusive, of said Law, the power to authorize bond anticipation notes in anticipation of 

the issuance of the serial bonds authorized by this resolution and the renewals of said 

notes and the power to prescribe the terms, form and contents of said serial bonds and 

said bond anticipation notes (including without limitation the date, denominations, 

maturities, interest payment dates, consolidation with other issues, and redemption 

rights), the power to determine to issue said bonds providing for substantially level or 

declining debt service, and the power to sell and deliver said serial bonds and any bond 

anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the issuance of such bonds, is hereby 

delegated to the Commissioner of Finance, the Chief Fiscal Officer of the City.  The 

Commissioner of Finance is hereby authorized to sign any serial bonds issued pursuant to 

this resolution and any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the issuance of 

said serial bonds, and the Chamberlain is hereby authorized to affix the corporate seal of 

the City to any of said serial bonds or any bond anticipation notes and to attest such seal. 

 

SECTION 8.  The Commissioner of Finance is further authorized to take such actions 

and execute such documents as may be necessary to ensure the continued status of the 

interest on the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any notes issued in anticipation 

thereof, as excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes pursuant to 

Section 103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code") and, to the 

extent applicable, to designate the bonds authorized by this resolution and any notes 

issued in anticipation thereof as "qualified tax-exempt bonds" for purposes of Section 

265(b)(3)(B)(i) of the Code. 

 

SECTION 9.  The Commissioner of Finance is further authorized, in his discretion, to 

execute a project financing and loan agreement and any other agreements with the New 

York State Environmental Facilities Corporation and/or the New York State Department 

of Environmental Conservation and/or the New York State Department of Health, and 

amendments thereto, and to take such actions and execute such documents as may be 

necessary to provide for the financing or refinancing of the specific object or purpose set 

forth herein, or a portion thereof, by one or more notes or bond issues of the City and the 

sale of such issues to the New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation or its 

designee pursuant to the New York State Revolving Fund Program.  

 

SECTION 10.  The validity of said serial bonds or of any bond anticipation notes issued 

in anticipation of the sale of said serial bonds may be contested only if: 

 

 (1) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the City 

is not authorized to expend money; or 
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 (2) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of the 

publication of this resolution are not substantially complied with;  

and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty 

days after the date of such publication; or 

 (3) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the 

Constitution of New York. 

 

SECTION 11. The Chamberlain is hereby authorized and directed to publish this 

resolution, or a summary thereof, together with a notice in substantially the form 

provided by Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law, in the Poughkeepsie Journal, a 

newspaper having a general circulation in the City and hereby designated as the official 

newspaper of the City for such publication. 

 

SECTION 12.  This resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to vote on a roll 

call, which resulted as follows: 

 

Councilmember Thomas E. Parise   VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Joseph Rich    VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Robert L. Mallory, Jr.  VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Nina Boyd    VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Ann E. Perry    VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Mary Solomon   VOTING ___ 

Councilmember Gwen C. Johnson   VOTING ___ 

 

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

 

Approved:  June 3, 2013 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

John C. Tkazyik 

Mayor 

 

CERTIFICATE OF RECORDING OFFICER 

 

 The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

 

 (1) She is the duly qualified and acting Chamberlain of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, New York (hereinafter called the "City") and the 

custodian of the records of the City, including the minutes of the proceedings of the 

Common Council, and is duly authorized to execute this certificate. 

 

 (2) Attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted at a 

meeting of the Common Council held on the 20th of May, 2013 and entitled: 
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BOND RESOLUTION DATED MAY 20, 2013 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE 

CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, DUTCHESS COUNTY, NEW YORK IN AN 

AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,300,000 PURSUANT 

TO THE LOCAL FINANCE LAW TO FINANCE THE CITY’S SHARE OF THE 

COST OF THE POUGHKEEPSIE WATER TREATMENT FACILITY CENTRIFUGE 

UPGRADE PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE COST THEREOF, AND 

DELEGATING CERTAIN POWERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH TO THE 

COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE. 

  

 (3) Said meeting was duly convened and held and said resolution was duly 

adopted in all respects in accordance with law and the regulations of the City.  To the 

extent required by law or said regulations, due and proper notice of said meeting was 

given.  A legal quorum of members of the Common Council was present throughout said 

meeting, and a legally sufficient number of members (two-thirds of the Common 

Council) voted in the proper manner for the adoption of the resolution.  All other 

requirements and proceedings under law, said regulations or otherwise incident to said 

meeting and the adoption of the resolution, including any publication, if required by law, 

have been duly fulfilled, carried out and otherwise observed. 

 

 (4) The seal appearing below constitutes the official seal of the City and was 

duly affixed by the undersigned at the time this certificate was signed. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has hereunto set her hand this ___ 

day of May, 2013. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

 Deanne Flynn 

 City Chamberlain 

 

 

Executive Summary–Not a part of the Resolution 

 

This New Resolution for the Poughkeepsies' Water Treatment Facility—Centrifuge 

Upgrade includes: 

 

 

Purpose Capital 

Budget Items 

PPU (Max. 

Period for 

Financing) 

Total 

Project 

Cost 

Other Funds 

(Town of 

Poughkeepsie’s 

share) 

Bonds 

Authorized 
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Section 1: 

City’s share of the 

Poughkeepsies’ 

Water Treatment 

Facility Centrifuge 

Upgrade Project  

WTP 

Centrifuge 

Upgrade 0 

40 years $2,350,000 $1,050,000 

 

$1,300,000 

Grand Total   $2,350,000 $1,050,000 $1,300,000 

 

 
R13-42 

 Accepted 

 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

3. A motion was made by Vice Chair Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print.  

 

RESOLUTION 

(R-13-43) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SOLOMON 

 

WHEREAS, both the City of Poughkeepsie and Town of Poughkeepsie entered into joint 

ownership of the Poughkeepsie Water Treatment Plant in 1995; and  

WHEREAS, as part of the normal maintenance of the Water Treatment Plant the City and 

Town of Poughkeepsie are desirous of upgrading and modifying Centrifuge at the plant; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Joint Water Board has approved certain improvements including the 

Centrifuge Upgrade Project which will include the replacement and installation of 

equipment and machinery; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of ensuring the Joint Water Treatment 

Plant has the appropriate equipment to perform all necessary functions; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

approves the Centrifuge Upgrade Project as recommended by the Joint Water Treatment 

Board; and be it further  
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RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the City Administrator are hereby authorized to execute 

this Agreement and to do all things necessary and convenient to give full effect to this 

Resolution.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 
R13-43 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print.  

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-13-51) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SOLOMON  

 

Amended Sales Tax Agreement between the City of Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County have previously entered into 

an agreement for the distribution of sales tax to the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, said agreement was executed in November of 1994 and provided for a five 

(5) year term, which agreement was extended by amended agreements in 2000, and 2003; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the term of the said agreement has expired; and 

 

WHEREAS, after discussions between the parties, the City of Poughkeepsie and 

Dutchess County desire to enter into a new ten year agreement for the distribution of 

sales tax to the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, by Resolution R-13-49 the Common Council agreed to a new ten year 

agreement which provided for a guaranteed distribution of  $9,566,212 and the 

distribution of future growth of sales and use tax based on population; and 

 

WHEREAS, after review of the proposed agreement by the New York State Comptroller 

Office, the agreement has been amended but which amendments do not change the 

substantive terms of the previous agreement; and 
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NOW THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor, the City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel 

are hereby authorized to execute this amended sales tax agreement annexed hereto and do 

all other things necessary and convenient to give full effect to this Resolution.    

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 
R13-51 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 None. 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1.  FROM ROBERT LEVINE, a notice of intent for Soul Dog Café to renew its  

                 Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

2.  FROM EL MOLINO, INC., a notice of intent for to obtain a Liquor License.    

     Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

3.  FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 1st Quarter Quarterly Report (January-April   

     2013). 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 19 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 20 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 21 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 22 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 23 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 24 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 25 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 26 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 27 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 28 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 29 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 30 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 31 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 32 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 33 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 34 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 35 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 36 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 37 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 38 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 39 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 40 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 41 

 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 42 

 

 
 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 43 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 44 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 45 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 46 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 47 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 48 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 49 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 50 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 51 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 52 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 53 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 54 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 55 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 56 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 57 

 
 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 58 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of June 3, 2013 

 

 59 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  I’ve had my Block Captain come here time and time again.  

We’re trying to get help with the drug dealer on our block.  I don’t know what it will 

take.  We’ve done everything that we can do, yet the problem persists.  I don’t know what 

else we can do.  We’ve been begging for help from everyone.  So, I’m appealing to the 

Mayor, Corporation Counsel and City Administrator.  Please, is there something you can 

do to rid us of our drug dealer on our block? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  All the departments in relation to this property are involved in the 

overall complaint and is handled accordingly.   

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Two years in business is two years too long.  We’ve done 

everything that the City requires Block Captains to do…we don’t have a badge or gun.  

We can’t arrest them, but all they have to do is sit there a do surveillance and watch the 

traffic going in and out.    

 

Councilmember Rich:  This involves the user fee and 81 North Hamilton Street.  This 

individual is in a building that has three separate living quarters and they ask that they not 

pay for a three family dwelling for garbage pick-up.  The building has been occupied as a 

single family for years.  The owner was told that in order to be considered as a single 

family dwelling, the additional two dwellings need to have the utilities disconnected (i.e. 

plumbing capped off, stove disconnected and capped).  He doesn’t feel that the Building 

Department is supposed to require that.  He stated that the user fee agreement stated that 

if you feel that you are a single unit which is designated as a two or three family 

dwelling, all you have to do is to apply to the Building Department on a yearly basis and 

would be approved or disapproved – the added burden of removing appliances makes this 

application unreasonable. What are they going to do with those appliances?  Where are 

they going to put them and how much will it cost to store them?  I’ve asked Corporation 

Counsel to look into this matter, but haven’t received a formal reply yet.  I’m sure there 

are others affected by this. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik: The Building Department and Corporation Counsel are reviewing your 

request and will be back in touch with you regarding the matter between… 

 

Councilmember Rich:  It’s just that it’s taking so darn long. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  It’s complicated.  It’s a complicated process in relation to the New 

York State Building Code and how properties are legally designated and assessed, and 

what may or may not be in compliance in relation to that function.  That is what the 

particulars of this property “Legal” is looking into and will be getting back with you on 

it.  I do hear what you’re saying, yes. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  OK, thank you.     
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XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I’d like to make a resolution to enhance the contract to reserve 

the right for a two year time period to review the Sales Tax agreement. 

 

Chairman Mallory requested a vote.   

 

All voted in favor. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  From what I understand, this contract has been left dormant; no 

one paid any attention to it.  Is that correct? 

 

Chairman Mallory:  For a number of years, yes.  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Does anyone know how many years it was?  

 

Chairman Mallory:’96?  97?   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  It’s here in my cover letter. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  They say here, in November, 1994 it provided for a 5 year 

term which the agreement was extended by amended agreements in 2003. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  2000, for a period of 5 years.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  So, in a normal process, how often were these contracts 

reviewed, so someone would pay attention so it doesn’t expire and years pass by? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe that it would have been in the City’s disadvantage to raise the 

issue that it expired, and the previous Executive Administration chose to…what’s the 

word to use?  Chose to live by the carryover of it.  As you see, what the results of 

bringing up the topic brought about and it becomes quite a…let’s be realistic…political 

hot potato.  It really affects municipalities in a variety of ways, so I would say maybe it 

was a good thing at that point, that the City was receiving the revenue share that it did, up 

until this point.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  So who has the advantage here? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Well, we definitely have the advantage, because out of the agreement 

that is now going to be approved before the County Legislature.  If you review the chart 

and percentage, the City receives the greater share of sales tax revenue that is distributed 

amongst the cities, towns and villages of the county.  And, next to the growth, next to the 

Town of Poughkeepsie population growth, we receive the second greatest share of 

monies to be received in growth.  Is it what we really wanted?  No, but we cannot control 

the amount that is chosen to be distributed out from Dutchess County.  I mentioned it at 
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the last meeting because of Rockland County’s tough, financial situation.  They chose not 

even to distribute sales tax revenues across to the villages and towns. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  So, the contracts have no value… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  They have a value, because this is protecting the City’s interest for 10 

years that we will receive over $9.5 Million and the growth will then be disseminated 

amongst a population should the County reach sales tax growth.  So, at no time can that 

loss of $9.5 Million take place again, unless it’s after that 10 year period of time, and I 

will not be Mayor then, so it’s the next guy’s job…or girl’s… 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  It will go through three Mayors. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Three Mayors. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  OK, we’ll get to you Councilmember Johnson.  Continue, 

Councilmember Perry.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  Prior to that, there was a 6 year period where we had none.  So 

who benefitted during that time? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We did.   

 

Councilmember Johnson:  We did.  When there was none. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Don’t think that my friends in the towns and villages didn’t complain 

about that, because we still receive the greatest share.  We have the County Seat.  We 

have all central services here; we have parts of the poorest populations of Dutchess 

County.  We do not have retail base that is sustained on Route 9 and other parts of the 

County.  I think that this agreement is what will be adopted by the County Legislature, 

which is fair and equitable and I think it’s something that the towns and villages will see 

is fair disseminating sales tax growth, based on population to their regard.  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I hope that helps. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  $11.6 Million, reduced to $9 Million.  We’d lose $2 Million  

and that’s a bargain?  When the County’s share is $144.9 Million and now they have a 

cap of $25 Million, and they decided to balance their budget off the backs of the City of 

Poughkeepsie when we have all…how many County buildings do they have here?  30?  

40?  60?  Here, free…not paying taxes, sewer or water…that’s draining this city.  We 

already have a $12 Million deficit.  We have public housing; they don’t pay taxes.  We 

have all the hospitals, all the non-profits. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We concur. 
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Councilmember Johnson:  The other towns and villages don’t have all of these 

problems.  We get the brunt of all of it and they feel we deserve to be cut $2 Million and 

top of all of that, our residents now have to pay a sanitation user fee.  I don’t think that’s 

fair.  I don’t think that it’s a good deal.  I really don’t.  I mean, it’s a good deal if you 

look at it from their point of view – not from mine and it’s the taxpayers in the City of 

Poughkeepsie who are suffering.  We have everybody living here for free.  Maybe if 

they’re so concerned, maybe they ought to pay us some taxes, or maybe they could move 

somewhere else, and then we can have all of Market Street and build us a mall.  They 

took up all of Market Street.  They have all the buildings, for free.  We have to upgrade 

the water; they’re not paying into that.  That’s another bill we have to pay.  We have to 

pay for the library – remember that?   The library that’s not even going to be located in 

the City (in the Town).  We’re still footing the bill for that.  We’re footing the bill for 

everybody.         

 

Councilmember Rich:  Maybe it is time that we begin to think anew, as Yonkers and 

New York City did, that all the folks that come into the City for their jobs, but do not live 

here, place a burden upon us.  County workers, because we don’t get any tax money; 

property tax.  Also, most people of the people that work for the County, don’t live in the 

City.  Maybe it’s time that we had a tax placed on people, as Yonkers and New York City 

has on commuters.  We are a City and Yonkers and New York City has done it, I’ll bet 

there are other cities around this state that are wondering the same thing.  If folks 

consider to attack our cities, we’ve got to find out what our rights are and what our 

Legislators can do for us to give us a new revenue source that we sorely deserve, because 

as Mrs. Johnson said, “It’s a very unfair sales tax agreement,” but it’s the best we could 

do.  Maybe we could do something else that’s better for us.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We hear many of your concerns and concur with many of your 

comments, but we also have to look at – it is a double edged sword, to an extent because 

the City does have an economic benefit overall, by being the County seat.  Where the 

County does employ hundreds of people throughout those buildings who do shop in 

shops, who do eat in restaurants, who do park in our parking lots and produce revenue 

throughout the City. So, those are some of the other concerns that we have to take into 

account.  If they were in other areas of the County, would we benefit from those 

resources as well? 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  We were charging $.50 per half hour for parking.  At 4:00 

p.m. they’d get in their car and dash out of town, like they’re scared of Poughkeepsie.  

They probably bring their own bag lunch, really?  I used to work for the County.  

 

Chairman Mallory:  Councilwoman Perry, do you have something to share?  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I agree wholeheartedly with what 

Councilwoman Johnson said.  I was wondering if somewhere down the road, to there was 

a way to make up for the losses the City has suffered, would the County consider paying 

a little of the water bills and sewage bills that they use…just a thought.  If someone 

would present that to them and also, the many not-for-profit buildings and the housing 
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authority buildings and all of those places, that they would see the situation the City’s in 

and everyone contributes something to make up for the losses we’re suffering.  Thank 

you, Mr. Chairman.   

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Mr. Chairman, the County does pay water and sewer bills. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  For what building? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:   For all their buildings. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  On Market Street?  Every single one? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Yes.  Every one of them.  They all have meters. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Excuse me.  Thank you. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Yes.  Any building that has a water meter, we harge them.  

The only way you can avoid paying is if you don’t have a water meter.   

 

Councilmember Johnson:  The Mayor said they didn’t. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Who didn’t ? 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  You did.  You said that in your comments earlier today.  

You said they don’t pay water and sewer and neither did the Housing Authority. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I didn’t say that.  You said that in your comments.  Not me.  You did. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  You told me that. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  So, do the not-for-profit… 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Property taxes. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  …property…  

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Taxes. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  …do they pay water and sewer and all of that?  I’m just asking.  

I’m new to this Council and a lot of things that I hear that goes on, things that I am 

amazed at that no one’s keeping track of. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  No, they do pay. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, sir.  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  
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Councilmember Boyd:  We have to remember that just recently, the City had given our 

parking away to the County employees.  Granted, the County employees are paying for 

some of the parking, but also, the City employees now have to park all the way down on 

the bottom and we’re giving the County employees carte blanche over the City 

employees and we own the parking lot. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I think that is a false statement, because if you look at the 

parking assignments, the City employees get to park on P-2 West, they get to park on P-3 

completely.  The only thing that’s been given…would not be given…the people from the 

County are paying $45 apiece per month for the P-2 East, so I’m not sure where the 

guidance is coming from in terms of the “freebies” that the County is getting, and I can 

tell you that we have listened to the Union in terms of their suggestions and how we can 

make it easier…we just granted them… 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Please direct it to the Council. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  If I’m not mistaken, there’s like 20 spots for oversized 

vehicles, so that it does not conflict with the parking of the City employees. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you.    

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Mr. Chairman, City employees get paid; City employees get benefits.  

The City is the employer.  The employee does not tell the employer where they’re going 

to park.  They have the luxury of parking indoors.  Years ago, City employees would 

park out in the street, they weren’t even allowed to park in here.  So, we thank the 

employees for working with the Administration, we thank them that they work for the 

City of Poughkeepsie, we thank them for all that they do, but they don’t tell the employer 

where they’re going to park.   

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I have a couple of things for new business.  

Will the City be responding to the comments that came before to the people in the crowd 

and are still here about the elephant? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Yes, we’ll try to work with the Union in terms of allowing 

us to have a staggered schedule, so that we could use the elephant on the weekends.  As 

of right now, the Union is refusing to work with us in terms of staggered schedules.  

 

Chairman Mallory:  So, we’ll look into that one. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We’re still waiting for a staggered workweek.  MOU.  We were 

promised it in 2013 Budget.  We were promised. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you.  My other question is, striping on Main Street?  It was 

brought up as well.  Are we able to look into that situation as well? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Definitely.  We will look into that as well. 
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Chairman Mallory:  I thought I’d take care of the easier ones, first.  I have this one 

thing that was brought before us from Corporation Counsel on the collection of sanitation 

user fee.  I should have brought this up under Petitions and Communications. Can you 

explain this to us, please? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  At the last meeting, Common Council asked for an 

opinion with regard to the collection of user fees with regard to the sanitation fund.  

Basically, the question was, “If the sanitation user fee went unpaid, and it was therefore, 

relevied into the annual tax, whether or not there would be a corresponding credit to the 

sanitation fee once it is collected?”  Obviously, pursuant to Article 5, Section 9, the Local 

Law which created the sanitation management allowed for unpaid user fees to become a 

lien on the property and to be collected either by assignment or sale.  That is, to the extent 

that the City is permitted by law – we do lien sales in the City, so we are able to sell those 

or assign those liens.  The General Municipal Law allows us to relevy sanitation fees into 

the annual tax.  So, the issue is that it comes down to is, if it’s a user fee, solely to support 

the operation of the sanitation fund, and therefore, there needs to be a corresponding 

accounting for those unpaid taxes.  There may be many ways to do this, but I laid out two 

ways to do this.  Either the sanitation…either the operating fund at the end of the year 

makes the sanitation whole fund for those warrants that are unpaid, then that would get 

relevied into the annual tax.  When that is collected, it would go back into the General 

Fund because there’s already been a corresponding accounting to the sanitation fund.  Or, 

the alternative would be to make an accounting of those that are unpaid. So, when it is 

relevied into the general tax and then finally paid, there would be a corresponding credit 

back to the sanitation fund.  I think that’s a little more difficult to do but either one of 

those systems would work.  But, ultimately, the sanitation user fee, whether collected or 

uncollected; and when it is ultimately collected, has to be for the operation of sanitation 

use.  

 

Councilmember Boyd and Chairman Mallory:  For the operation of sanitation use. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  And not for the General Fund? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Correct. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  OK.  I have one question regarding this.  Would it be useful for 

the Common Counsel to make a resolution for this user fee, starting January of next year, 

to be put on the tax bill? Would that make it…so this way, every quarter, when we have 

our taxpayers come to pay their tax bill, they would have to pay the user fee, because it 

would be on their tax bill?  So we wouldn’t be behind the eight-ball. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I would discourage… 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I mean, that’s how we requested it in the beginning and the 

Commissioner of Finance we had at that time, told us that it would be best if we just sent 

out a separate bill.  But this separate bill, from what I understand, is causing all kinds of 
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havoc and that the taxpayers are not paying it, so then we’re behind the user fee regarding 

our sanitation department.  Am I correct? 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Can Corporation Counsel answer as far as putting it on the taxes? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I would discourage the collection of a user fee – 

whether it be water, sewer or sanitation in the same manner and the same time as the 

property taxes, for the sole purpose is that it gets confusing and it gives the appearance of 

it as a tax, and not a user fee created solely for a specific function.  For years, that’s why 

the water and sewer have been billed on a different cycle and it’s billed quarterly.  So, I 

would discourage any collection of a user fee at the same time and in the same manner as 

the general taxes are. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  So this for us today, sets a foundation for what we could possibly 

build on, as far as what the questions we asked you beforehand and possibly moving 

forward? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I don’t think there’s any inconsistency of what’s 

been occurring or what’s been happening.  This is the first year that this is in place and if 

there’s kinks, we could work it out. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you.  Lastly, for my sake, for the new business for the City 

Administrator… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Mr. Chairman?  This is great, but it doesn’t answer the question of 

how do you pay the bills? My collection isn’t there. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  My question has moved on…I understand what you’re saying. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That’s the underlying question.  That’s the question the Common 

Council is going to be dealing with very shortly… 

 

Chairman Mallory:  I was just about to say… 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Well, if you put it on the tax bill, you have to pay that fee, 

because it’s a quarterly fee. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You don’t have to pay… 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  And you don’t take a portion of that tax bill.  Schenectady has it 

on their tax bill, Newburgh has it on their tax bill.  I don’t see why the City of 

Poughkeepsie can’t do it. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  So, what I was going to say, was, “Yes, that’s…hold on.  I was 

going to answer the Mayor with the fact of the matter, is…and the Council has to address 

that situation.  Meaning when you do something, the Council has to address… 
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Mayor Tkazyik:  The part should be here if I understand it correctly.  The Council 

would inevitably have to levy the uncollectible amount of taxes, which is what this 

Council didn’t do with the uncollectible amount of property taxes, that we were going to 

budget for in the 2013 Budget.  So, if you think we’re out over $400,000 now short and 

we end up a million or $800,000 at the end of the year, and now you’re going to budget 

for uncollectibles in the 2014 Budget, you’re at at 12% tax increase right off the bat, just 

in sanitation.  You’d have to budget for the uncollectible amount. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  What you know now could lead to a million dollars at the end of the 

year. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Yes, I’ve had conversations with the CSEA folks, Mr. Mayor 

and also with Mr. Ackermann and, amazingly enough, they agree on one point.  And that 

is, at the end of the day, when all of the user fees and sanitation bills are paid, some will 

be on the property tax and paid.  People, for many years have literally taken their water 

and sewer bill, setting them aside and paying them later, even with the fine.  They can get 

a tax deduction when they add it onto their tax bill.  You do agree, Mr. Ackermann that it 

won’t be a disaster at the end of the year and that we will have a balance there? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Let me clarify the process.  Any uncollected user 

fee at this point, would be relevied into the annual tax next year.  So, if there’s a balance 

of an unpaid water, that will…you will have to budget for that next year like you do with 

the unpaid water and then the homeowner’s tax bill next year and may not get paid until 

the end of next year.  Ultimately, that lien will get sold.  At some point, yes, we are going 

to collect the money – and we will get it, as we do with the water but there has to be a 

corresponding budgeting for those unpaid.  So, for instance from 2012 to 2013, (I’m not 

sure of the numbers) but it’s something like $900,000 this year that the Council budgeted 

for unpaid water.  At the end of the year, we will get money, but that’s always for the 

preceeding year. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Right.  The money comes in. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  You will eventually collect the money and depends 

on how long you’re willing to collect it and then the corresponding budgeting for that 

collection. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  I’m just saying that the enterprise zone, the so-called sanitation 

zone is in fact, revenues vs. expenditures are going to be pretty close to balance in the 

long run.  We have a cash flow situation for our city for a long time.  We’ve paid our 

current bills on a month-by-month basis.  That’s a different issue…that saying that the 

enterprise zone is going to be a defunct, out of balance, broke situation, because it’s not 

going to happen that way in the long run.  Neither has the water or sewer fund been 

defunct or broke in the long run.  You got to look at it like the money is going to come in.  

When is the question. 
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City Administrator Bunyi:  The thing that’s not being discussed here right now is this.  

First of all, we are not having very good luck in selling our tax liens.  The only way to get 

the so-called 100% two years down the road, and we will always be two years behind is if 

we sell all the tax liens.  We would be lucky to sell 50% right now.  The City has 

basically, unofficially had to carry that load.  That’s number one.  Number two, is you 

can, in theory say that, but the water and sewer is able to carry that load because the 

general fund subsidizes the water and sewer fund.  Right now, the sanitation is not being 

subsidized by the General Fund.  It is not in the budget for the General Fund to subsidize  

sanitation at all.  The Sanitation Fund was designed to be an independent fund and no 

money goes in or goes out from the General Fund.   

 

Councilmember Johnson:  I find it ironic that in Schenectady, you have a Mayor and 

Administration that’s on board and is successful.  It’s successful in New Orleans, it’s 

successful in a lot of cities around the nation that have a sanitation user fee, rather than 

going private.  The days of free garbage pick-up are over because of the $2 Million loss 

in the sales tax revenue, so the residents will have to pay for garbage pick-up.  In the 

Town, a private hauler fee is $65.00 and we’re still below that.  So, I don’t understand.  

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, I haven’t seen the recyclable posters, brochures…I haven’t 

seen anything that’s buying into this program.  Which, to me…I don’t know if it’s being 

sabotaged for failure, I don’t know.  The Comptroller gave us a “Thumbs Up.”  The only 

thing he gave us a “Thumbs Up” on, was this new revenue stream.  I find it ironic, that 

here we are…we should be getting business, taxes…bringing in businesses, but yet, the 

Mayor’s office got rid of the Economic Development Director.  So, where’s the 

comprehensive plan to build businesses and bring new life into the City? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik: Mr. Chairman, that’s all well and good, but at the end of the day there’s 

one thing we can’t control.  That’s people paying their bills.  Obvious it’s short by 

$450,000 in the second quarter.  We can do ads, we can do newspaper articles…at the 

end of the day, we can’t control people paying their bills and whether those tax liens are 

bouhght.  And, we chose not to fill a $90,000 Department Head position to save and 

consolidate in the Building Department.  We sold off all the City Owned properties.  We 

eliminated the Property Development Specialist, because we sold off the City Owned 

properties. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  I’m talking about bringing in businesses. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Well, economic development, we’re working in-house as a team, 

through the Building Department, through the Law Department, through my office 

collectively.  We chose not to fill the Development Director position and save money… 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  I don’t want to touch a “touchy” subject, which is we 

could’ve gradually been raising taxes in the last 5 years, and we chose not to. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  …and we see over 300 vacant… 
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Councilmember Johnson:  And I don’t see the rainy day.  I don’t want to touch on that 

“touchy” subject. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You’d have over 500 vacant and abandoned properties. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  No.  No. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Can I just finish on my topic?  I was just going to bring up… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  The Comptroller of the State of New York failed to recognize… 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Oh, he failed? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes. 

 

Chairman Mallory: Mr. Mayor and Councilwoman Johnson.  Excuse me.  Just my last 

one for unfinished business and… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Property taxes… 

 

Chairman Mallory:  John. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  …was short. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Excuse me.  No, no, no. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Mr. Chair, you will address me as Mr. Mayor. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Oh God. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  He’s disrespecting you too. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Oh, my God. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  No.  City Administrator, where do we stand with the signs down by 

the patio? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We put in a request to the sign maker and will check on this 

tomorrow. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you very much.  Now, is there anybody that has any new 

business? 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 
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Councilmember Boyd:  The weekend of May 4
th

 and May 5
th

, the Fire Department had 

to put a rig out of service.  Can you tell me how safe that is for our City?  

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We will find out from Chief Johnson on your request. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Also, I got a couple of complaints about a party at 38 Barnard 

and was told that it was zoned Zone 1 and shouldn’t be rented out property.  Is that true? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Is that a student house? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  It’s a residence. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Then it’s an R-1, R-2, R-2A Zone, student housing is not permitted, so 

that would be a zoning violation, which I believe, Mr. Beck was aware of the complaint. 

 

Councilmember Boyd: Oh, OK, so he did do something regarding that? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe a notice would have to be sent…a zoning violation relative to 

that being a student residence in an R-1 Zone.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  OK, so that is a violation then.  I’ll look into it with Mr. Beck, 

then.    

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I have a question and I hope that you can follow up on it.  A 

large green building, I believe it’s 30 South Hamilton Street.  I don’t know what it is, but 

it looks like a homeless shelter, but the complaints are that they’re smoking crack in the 

driveway.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:   Was that a Marist residence?  The old Camaris Brothers? 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I believe so.  It used to be a clerical residence, and the 

neighbors are in an uproar. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes.  We’re familiar with this complaint.  I believe the tenant is 

attempting to seek a variance to allow it to be a religious rooming…I don’t believe an 

application has been made. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Dear Lord, do they have a Certificate of Occupancy? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe not. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Well then, please…let’s protect our neighborhood.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe the Building Department is aware of this issue and 

complaint……in relation to this site.  I will bring this up before the Nuisance Committee. 
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Councilmember Solomon:  Yes.  That’s a fragile neighborhood and right now, it’s a 

lovely place to live.  But we do have a number of residences in the neighborhood with 

recovering people from any number of substances. This is not an addition to the 

neighboorhood… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik: We will follow up with the Building Department and will let you know 

if an application was made to the ZBA or not. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I would like to speak against it, should it come before it. 

  

Councilmember Johnson:  I want to talk about the litter.  We have businesses on Main 

Street (gave some examples) I would like to have the Sanitation Inspector make sure that 

they’re kept…they have employees.  They should have them go out every half hour or 

hour to clean up – we have to keep our city clean from litter.  I don’t want it to be, again, 

my part time job.  Also, from Smith School going up to Worrall, we should put the 

Eastbound property of the City property on a two week schedule to get the grass cut...in 

the public parking lots also.  I mean, the bushes and the grass and the weeds – this is the 

artery to the City.  It looks really terrible when you have grass up to your knees.     

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We stay up on these properties the best that we can. 

 

Councilmember Johnson: The City properties. I mean as far as the weeds and the grass. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We have to clean up on those, but remember, manpower does get 

diverted to dealing with the abatements of the vacant and abandonments.   Sometimes 

manpower has to be redeployed to other locations, and yes, some of those locations do 

suffer but we will make sure that the request of the arterial weeds get to the 

Commissioner of Public Works. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  It’s a short…short area.  It should be maintained at all times.  

This is the only part of the Eastbound Arterial that really doesn’t have residential 

housing.  As far as the supermarket and Family Dollar on the side…it’s atrocious.  Rite-

Aid sometimes in the bushes.  Is anybody driving up Main Street just doing a check?  

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  There is enforcement with the Sanitation Inspector and then of course 

there is Zoning enforcement in relation to banners and signs that are illegally displayed.    

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I don’t think this is actually a new 

business and our Corporation Counsel knows exactly what I’m talking about – our 

famous building on North Hamilton Street that I have complained about over and over 

and over again.  I see him over there with a nice smile, and I want to know, is there any 

progress? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I spoke to the property owner on Friday.  It is their 

intention to get a Demo Permit today, on Monday.  I will follow up with the Building 

Department to see if that was taken care of.   
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Councilmember Perry:  Sir, so at Christmas this time we could probably have 

something done, or is that too much to expect? 

  

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I hope by Christmas it’ll be done.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you very much.  Mr. Chairman, may I say something 

else?   

 

Chairman Mallory:  By all means. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Sir.  I know that Mr. Stickle said that the 

Councilmembers should be out cleaning Main Street if we can’t get anyone else to do it.  

I dare say that I have been up to College Hill myself ever since I got elected and have 

been diligently working up there to clean that up.  I’ve cleaned up the monument there of 

Mr. Columbus Stanley who served on this Council and it was left to be overgrown for 

years.  I went up there myself with a few of my friends and volunteers and cleaned it up.  

We bought mulch with our own money to put around it, and fixed it up so you could go 

up there and even be able to read the name on that stone right now.  I have personally, 

along with some of my friends painted the benches and tables.  Mr. Stickle, give me a 

break here.  I am doing a lot.  I might as well go back to my old job that I worked at for 

38 years. I am working hard.  So, I’m still going to continue working but I just wanted to 

point that out to you, Sir, that I am working.  And I’ve done all those things and the proof 

is right there.  Go up there and look yourself.  I was at College Hill today, before I came 

to the Council.  Also, Mr. Mayor, I would like to give you a very important report from 

the City of Poughkeepsie School District that they have selected in choosing a new 

Superintendant to Schools, a young lady…I believe her name is Dr. Nicole Williams, and 

I would like to say to her, if she’s listening somewhere, “Welcome to the City of 

Poughkeepsie,” and thank you, Mr. Mayor for appointing me as one of the liaisons along 

with Councilmember Boyd to have been consistently going to the meetings.  I don’t 

know if they’re giving you an attendance record, but I would say, it’s up to par, if I may 

speak for myself.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Mallory and Vice Chair Solomon to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Dated:  July 18, 2013 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, June 3, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, June 3, 2013 

6:30 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. public hearing regarding the proposed  

amendment to the Ice House’s Liquor License 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL   
  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Public Hearing of April 3, 2013 

Common Council Meeting of April 3, 2013 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL BRADY, 

Resolution R13-50, approving the designation of 20 Academy Street as a 

local historic landmark.  

 

2. FROM WATER PLANT ADMINISTRATOR ALSTADT, Resolution 

R13-42, approving the financing of the Centrifuge project,  
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3. FROM WATER PLANT ADMINISTRATOR ALSTADT, Resolution 

R13-43, approving the Centrifuge project.  

 

4. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, Resolution R13-52, 

approving the financing for the upgrade of the water meters.  

 

5. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution 

R13-51, approving a Sales Tax Agreement with Dutchess County.  

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM ROBERT LEVINE, a notice of intent for Soul Dog Café to renew 

its Liquor License.  

 

2. FROM EL MOLINO, INC., a notice of intent for to obtain a Liquor 

License.  

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 


