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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Thursday, March 7, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Minutes of February 16, 2016 

 
Common Council Meeting Minutes  

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING IF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not lisyen on 

the printed agenda.  

REMOVE: 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

6. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS, Resolution R16-26, approving 

appointments to the Waterfront Advisory Committee.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison as many of you know, the city saw senseless acts of violence last night 

at 104 Winnikee Avenue and the surrounding neighborhood. Two individuals were shot 

there last night, one who was attending a party, and another one who was in the 

neighborhood. The young man who was shot in front of 104 Winnikee Avenue was a 

Senior of Poughkeepsie High School, who played in his last basketball game last night, 

and received MVP honors. That young man has died this afternoon as a result of that 

shooting. He was not the intended target of that shooting, as was the other individual 

who was shot on Beamont and Harrison by the same acts of gun fire. At this time I 

would like to have members of the chamber please join me in a moment of silence for 

that young man and his family. Stated that all resources of City of Poughkeepsie Police 

Department are being used in this investigation. Stated that he was at the scene this 

morning, as well as at the hospital where he met with this young man’s family, his 

mother and father, along with Chief Pape, and we they have pledged together to find the 

individuals responsible and bring them to justice. There was some discussion earlier 

about litter and garbage, in the city and is happy to report that since the first of the year 

the Sanitation Department has done 17 abatements of vacant property throughout the 

city, and they are cleaning the City of Poughkeepsie street by street, block by block, 

every day. Also, they have seen an increased in interest for people coming into the City 

of Poughkeepsie to hold events. We meet regularly with individuals, we have an event 

team that meets in the City Administrators Office to help them in the process. This 

weekend in the City of Poughkeepsie for the first time ever, we are having an Irish 

Festival, called “Paddy on the Hudson”, its Saturday between 12:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

at Waryas Park. It was in the City of Beacon, and was relocated to the City of 

Poughkeepsie. The Chamberlain has advised me that a record number of vendors, with 

24 vendors at the event. And just one more thing, State of the City, on March 22nd, at the 

Caneen Hacket Arts Center at 5:30 p.m. 

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas thanked everyone who has supported the family and friends of Mr. 

Hermann during this difficult time. Obviously this has been a very difficult week for the 

City of Poughkeepsie. Within the last week we have lost two shining stars, promising 

individuals for the City of Poughkeepsie. They were holding some of our best promises 

in front of them, just asking that you pray for them, and keep them in your prayers.  

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-16-27) 

 

AMENDING THE PURCHASING POLICY TO ENCOURAGE LOCAL 

EMPLOYMENT  
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INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY: 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie recognizes the importance of 

using local businesses, contractors and employees to work on City of Poughkeepsie funded 

projects; and 

 

WHEREAS,  the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of improving the 

employment opportunities for City of Poughkeepsie residents by amending the purchasing 

policy of the City of Poughkeepsie to provide an incentive to those businesses that employ City 

of Poughkeepsie residents; and 

 

WHEREAS, General Municipal Law Section 104-b allows a municipality to formulate their 

own procedures and policies for the award of contracts not subject to competitive bidding when 

such policies are in the “best interests” of the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, the employment of City of Poughkeepsie residents on City funded projects will 

result in the public benefit of an employed citizenry, reduced costs and a more stabilized local 

economy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the purchasing officer of the City of Poughkeepsie shall consider as a 

weighted factor the percentage of City of Poughkeepsie residents employed by a business when 

considering the award of a contract not subject to competitive bidding if such bidder is 

otherwise deemed responsive and responsible; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

 

 
R16-27 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Young made a motion to table Resolution R16-22, Councilmember Johnson 

seconded the motion.  
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  Motion to Table R16-22 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 
(R-16-23) 

 

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT  
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WITH NEIGHBORHOOD ECONOMIC and CULTURAL ACTIVITY PROGRAM FOR 

AN AFTER-SCHOOL BASKETBALL PROGRAM  

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie recognizes the importance of 

after-school programs and activities that will provide a positive outlet for the youth of the City 

of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Neighborhood Economic and Cultural Activity Program (NECAP), a non-

profit entity organized by the Poughkeepsie Housing Authority, provides an after-school 

basketball program for children of low income and residents of the City of Poughkeepsie; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of providing financial support to NECAP in the 

amount of $3,000.00, for the operation of the after-school basketball program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie wishes to enter into a written 

agreement with the Neighborhood Economic and Cultural Activity Program to formalize the 

terms of their partnership in the operation of an After-School Basketball Program for 2016; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the Agreement, in the same form and substance as annexed hereto be, and 

the same hereby is authorized and approved; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City; and 

be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
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R16-23 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-24) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
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WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie owns two municipal golf courses for the use and 

enjoyment of the citizens of the City and the public in general located at Spratt Park and at 

College Hill Park respectively; and  

 

WHEREAS, these golf courses are operated on behalf of the City by McCann-Caven Golf 

Courses, Inc. under an agreement with the City; and  

 

WHEREAS, the said agreement provides that the schedule of fees charged for the use of the 

golf courses and related amenities must be approved by the Common Council of the City of 

Poughkeepsie; and 

  

WHEREAS, in order to preserve and maintain the recreational opportunity that these golf 

courses provide to the citizens of the City and the public in general, McCann-Caven Golf 

Courses, Inc. has requested that the Common Council consider a revision to the current fee 

schedule which was last revised in 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, McCann-Caven Golf Courses, Inc. has provided good and sufficient justification 

for the requested revision; and 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the schedule of fees annexed hereto to be charged for the use of the 

golf courses located in Spratt Park and in College Hill Park and for the use of the facilities and 

amenities related thereto is hereby approved by the Common Council; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the annexed schedule of fees shall take effect no sooner than March 14, 

2016; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor, the City Administrator and McCann-Caven Golf Courses Inc. be 

and they hereby are authorized to take all steps necessary to give full effect to this resolution. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER 
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R16-24 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 
R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-25) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Assessment Review are appointed by the 
Common Council pursuant to the City Charter §5.02(1) and the Section 523 of the New 
York Real Property Tax Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, member Ken Stickle has previously served on the Board of Assessment 
Review and has expressed an interest in continued service; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Commissioner of Assessment has recommended the reappointment of 
Ken Stickle as a member of the Board of Assessment Review; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie does hereby 
re-appoint Ken Stickle to the Board of Assessment Review for a term of five (5) years 
commencing on October 1, 2015 and expiring September 30, 2020. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
 
R16-25 

 Accepted as Amended 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson  Voter    

Chairman Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
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1. FROM ALTAGRACIA GONZALES, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

November 11, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Dated: March 15, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Thursday, March 10, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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