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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, March 16, 2015 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL - All Present 

 

  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

ADD 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-

15-3, approving the rezoning of an unnumbered Maple Street parcel (Tax 

Map Number 6161-25-504927) from C-2A/R4 to R-4.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catharine Street: invited everyone in the council, the 

administrator, and the public to come out and help clean up Poughkeepsie because the 

garbage situation is out of control and something needs to be done about it. 

 

Warren Jones 120 Mount Carmel Place: stated that leadership needs to be better, 

the council should be better informed. Believes Wheaton Park is a park, it doesn’t 

take much to figure that out. Said that young people are our responsibility, we need to 

give them somewhere to go, programs for them. Everyone in the leadership should be 

present in the common council meetings.  
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George Bridle 8 Mansion Street: Said that he is embarrassed to be a citizen because 

of the garbage, the city needs to set money aside for that instead of parking and water 

meters, councilmembers should be more aggressive about their wards. 

 

Tanya Pinea 16 Davies Place: Wheaton Park: wonders why she has to wait when 

she has been coming to the meetings for a half a year and the council is clearly 

making up their minds to alienate it. But they won’t comment on whether what 

they’re doing is right, wants to be able to follow the nonexistent logic, why does the 

common council have to vote to alienate the park if it isn’t a park?  She also 

addresses an incorrect letter in the Poughkeepsie Journal that stated that she called it 

inappropriate for the common council to consider investing in the park, she said that 

the council invited an inappropriate presentation. 

 

Damon Crumb 8 Delafield: thanked the police officers for their rapid response to a 

bad situation that involved gunfire. But wants more communication between the 

police and the citizens who were affected 

 

Adam Ichie 28 Terrace Lane: campaign finance resolution: thanked the 

councilmembers who already have spoken to him about it. 

 

Darrett Roberts 148 Franklin Street: supports the campaign finance reform. Stated 

that parks are necessary for everyone, we need more arts. Believes that Central 

Hudson is charging too much. 

 

John Mylod Beechwood Avenue: agrees with Ms. Pinea, unhappy about how they 

keep calling Wheaton Park ’36 N Clover parcel’, in fact it is a park and should be 

treated and called as such. There should have been an environmental impact study 

BEFORE the RFP, the public has been very uninformed about all of the goings on 

with this.  

 

Donald Fox 102 Fiji Lane: worked hard for the city, wanted full time position but 

the city took that option away, asks the city to bring that option back. 

 

Henry Wright 210 South Avenue: going to court to keep a property that he’s paid 

taxes on for more than 30 years. He wishes that the city had let him know that he was 

about to lose his property.  

 

Mae Parker-Harris 16 Allen Place: pleads for the citizens of Poughkeepsie to help 

Mr. Wright keep his home. 

 

Doug Nobiletti 145 Academy Street: garbage: there needs to be proactive solutions, 

dog feces situation is unacceptable – police department funding 

 

Bruce Dooris 31 North Clover Street: thanks the Chairman for the Democratic 

response to the state of the city statement from the mayor – unhappy with how the 

mayor and city administrator both said that they don’t need to pay for sanitation – 
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expresses much unhappiness with what the mayor has done and said – the mayor and 

the administrator have ruined the budget 

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street:  
 

 
 

William Dykus 96 South Hamilton Street: disappointed with the common council 

for their behavior in the last meeting, it was disgusting and he’s ashamed of all of 

them, next time whoever acts out should be kicked out, thinks Chairman Petsas 

should take a stronger stance on their behavior. 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Not Present  
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VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Councilmember Petsas – addresses the garbage concerns along with the snow melt 

and assures that DPW is working hard to get it under control – claims the Wheaton 

Park/36 North Clover St situation is being handled according to the law and there is 

nothing shameful or underhanded – addresses Mr. Wright directly considering his 

situation 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL REGARDING THE SALE OF 36 

NORTH CLOVER STREET, COMMENCING A REVIEW UNDER THE STATE 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW ACT AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC NOTICE 

AND HEARING 
 

(R-15-22) 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council is 

undertaken a project known as “The Sale of City Owned Property Located at 36 North 

Clover Street” and is desirous of engaging the greatest amount of public dialogue during 

the process which will include the alienation of approximately 2.26 acres of parkland; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby appoints and 

declares its intent to be “Lead Agency” for purpose of SEQRA; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed project are 

laid upon the desk of each member of the Council; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on 

said proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 

5:30 o’clock P.M., on April 6, 2015; and 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this introductory local law  shall 

be forwarded by the Clerk to the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals Waterfront 

Advisory Committee and the Dutchess County Planning Department for their comments; 

and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk Shall circulate the attached 

Part 1, Environmental Assessment Form to those potentially interested and involved 

agencies; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Clerk publish or cause to be published 

a public notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing 

at least five (5) days prior thereto 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN  

 
R15-22 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 
 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-15-23) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to the 2015 purchasing policy as adopted, the 

Common Council hereby approves the issuance of the Request for Proposal for the sale 

of two (2) city owned properties located on Pershing Avenue in form and substance as 

attached hereto; and 
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BE IT RESOLVED, the such action is a Type II action pursuant to Section 617.5 as 

such action is administrative in nature and does not commit the agency to commence, 

engage in or approve such action; and  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance and Corporation Counsel is and 

are hereby authorized and empowered to take appropriate sets to give effect to this 

resolution. 

  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
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R15-23 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE DESIGNATING 204 

CHURCH STREET AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R-15-24) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  
 
 WHEREAS, city resident Holly Wahlberg at the request of Councilmember 

Christopher Petsas nominated and applied for a local historic landmark designation with 

the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks Preservation Commission 

(hereinafter “HDLPC”) for property located at 204 Church Street; and 

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC held a public hearing on November 20, 2014 regarding 

the application nominating 204 Church Street as a local historic landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted unanimously in favor of the proposed designation 
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and approved the application on November 20, 2014; and  

WHEREAS, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common 

Council for consideration on January 20, 2015; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council held a public hearing on February 2, 2015 

regarding the nomination of 204 Church Street as a local historic landmark; and 

 WHEREAS, after duly considering the factors specified in Section 19-4.5(4) of the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie, the Common Council hereby finds that 

premises located at 204 Church Street possesses special character, historic and aesthetic 

value as part of the cultural, economic and social history of the City of Poughkeepsie; 

embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style; is identified with historic 

personages; and is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age. 

 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council hereby 

designates 204 Church Street as a local historic landmark.  The City Chamberlain is 

authorized and directed to forward notice of the designation of 204 Church Street to the 

Dutchess County Clerk for recordation. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
 
 
R15-24 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
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1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 

 

(O-15-1) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following deletion: 

 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 

 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 

designated as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose 

set forth in this Article: 

 

Main Street, south side, from a point 105 feet west of South White Street to a 

point 22 feet westerly thereof 
 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 

DELETION denoted by Strikethrough and Bold 
 
O-15-1 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 
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OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 

 

(O-15-2) 

 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition: 

 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 

 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 

designated as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose 

set forth in this Article: 

 

White Street, south side, beginning 324 feet in a northerly direction from its 

intersection with Church Street and continuing therefrom for a distance of 44 

feet, for two parking spaces. 
 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
O-15-2 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER, Inc, a 

presentation regarding Center Revitalization.  
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2. FROM KEN KEARNEY, a presentation regarding the proposed 

development of a property on the corner of Main Street and Bridge Street.  

 

3. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a 

communication regarding the implementation of the vacant property bond 

ordinance. 

 

4. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL AQEEL, a 

communication regarding the requirement of live-in Superintendent for 

apartment buildings of six or more units.  

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of March 16, 2015 

 

 26 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of March 16, 2015 

 

 27 

 

 
 

5. FROM DOUGLAS GOR, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 24, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

6. FROM JAMES L. ALEXANDER, a notice of personal injury sustained. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

7. FROM FREDERICK A. FROST, a notice or property damage sustained 

on February 2, 2015. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

8. FROM HONORIO RODRIGUEZ, a notice of intent for El Bracero, Inc., 

to renew their Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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Councilmember McClinton – wants to reiterate that she wishes to meet with 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman in reference to the supermarket – also wanted a meeting 

about some resolutions, correction: communication 

 

Councilmember Johnson – since the contract with the state is terminated, asked if the 

city now takes control of the green space? 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory – thanked the police department for their handling of a major 

situation on Thompson Street. Is looking forward to Corporation Counsel and the 

Building Department to look into it.  

 

Councilmember Hermann – wished everyone a Happy St Patrick’s Day. 

 

Councilmember McClinton – thanked City Administrator Bunyi for his help with the 

fire hydrant issue. Asked if her SRO is going to be funded. Requested an update on the 

police department vehicles. Congratulated Commissioner of Public Works Gent’s 

employees, and asked about the DPW’s equipment. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – about the foreclosure bond: wants to be sent the letter before 

it’s sent out to the public. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Petsas and Vice Chair Rich to adjourn the meeting at 

9:10 p.m. 

 

Dated:  July 30, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, March 16, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

6:00 pm. Special Informational Meeting  

 

I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

22, introducing and setting public hearing for 36 North Clover Street 

development project. 

 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

23, approving an RFP for Pershing Avenue.  
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3. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

24, approving the designation of 204 Church Street as an historic 

landmark.  

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-

15-1, removing Handicapped Parking at 544 Main Street.  

 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-

15-2, adding two Handicapped Parking Spaces at 13 South White Street.  

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

9. FROM HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER, Inc, a 

presentation regarding Center Revitalization.  

 

10. FROM KEN KEARNEY, a presentation regarding the proposed 

development of a property on the corner of Main Street and Bridge Street.  

 

11. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a 

communication regarding the implementation of the vacant property bond 

ordinance. 

 

12. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL AQEEL, a 

communication regarding the requirement of live-in Superintendant for 

apartment buildings of six or more units.  

 

13. FROM DOUGLAS GOR, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 24, 2015.  

 

14. FROM JAMES L. ALEXANDER, a notice of personal injury sustained.  

 

15. FROM FREDERICK A. FROST, a notice or property damage sustained 

on February 2, 2015.  

 

16. FROM HONORIO RODRIGUEZ, a notice of intent for El Bracero, Inc., 

to renew their Liquor License.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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