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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, March 17, 2014  6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

All Present 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
CCM 1-21-14 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

 

ADD 

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

1. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE SIEGRIST-COYLE, 

Resolution R14-23, amending purchasing policy to allow purchasing off of 

Federal Schedules.  

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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Ken Stickle – 118 Catharine Street – Basically, my complaint is we still have the snow 

down.  I believe it’s between the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Ward on lower Main Street after Civic Center 

Plaza.  Also, on Cannon Street, coming off of North Hamilton, you have a pile of snow 

out in the middle of the road from the curb.  You got a brand new supermarket there.  I 

don’t know how the guy’s surviving because you can’t get anybody up and down on 

Cannon Street…in that area.  So, the Councilperson for that ward should go over and 

check that out and see if she can get the snow removed off of Cannon Street there. But, 

on top of it, we need to pass a resolution or do something to clean up Main Street.  Main 

Street looks natrocious (sic).  I mean, I know we have snow there, but you got garbage 

laying all over Main Street.  And, we’re talking about putting parking meters in because 

we want to bring business in?  I don’t see any way that we’re gonna bring any type of 

business as long as Main Street looks like it does.   Our Main Street actually looks worse 

than the worst areas of Newark, New Jersey and we need it cleaned up – we really do.  I 

know the city workers have been out.  They’ve been out trying to patch the potholes.  

Hopefully, that situation will be calming down a little bit with the weather, but we need 

the street sweepers out – right on down the line. The whole city needs to be cleaned 

up…wherever they can get the street sweeper in.  I mean, it’s been a rough Winter.  Our 

city really does…it looks horrible, and I’m hoping we can get somebody out to start 

cleaning up Main Street especially, because it’s not going to help attract any type of 

business into the City right now.  Thank you very much. 

 

Sheila Blanding – 78 North Bridge Street – This says, “Good evening, Mayor.”  The 

Mayor’s not here.  (Read attached statement).  

 

Darrett Roberts – 148 Franklin Street – I want an answer to the lady that spoke before 

me.  We, as taxpayers…she said only 50% was paying taxes.  Property taxes in this City, 

and we got 50% of the businesses, for some reason is not paying their fair share.  We 

could save the buses and we could also save the taxpayers of this city if they pay their fair 

share.  We cannot afford to pay more taxes.  The property owners have had enough.  

They want to have revenue, but they don’t want to be the people to have to suffer the 

burden.  You talk about a $2.4 million jail?  How’re you gonna bring in revenue that 

way?  That means you’re gonna raise property taxes even more.  The people who are 

getting away with it, are the people who, from getting these tax breaks – the corporations.  

And, we cannot, as the residents of this fair city, cannot afford to do it anymore.  They 

have to pay their fair share or this city is going to go under.  Sorry, I have to say it, but 

that is the way life is.  We have to do something to help the taxpayers and get the revenue 

you need, ‘cause you have the revenue from the businesses.  You wouldn’t have to worry 

about trying to cut people out of their livelihood and their jobs.  You will not have to 

worry about the buses.  You could take care…we would have a surplus.  So, all I’m 

saying is, we cannot pay no more property taxes.  The businesses who make the money, 

like IBM and K-Mart can get down to pay their fair share.  Thank you very much. 

 

Natividad Valencia – 10 Gray Street – No response when called. 

 

Craig Brendli – 110 Hooker Avenue – I’m here to talk about the jail once again that’s 

being slated for Parker Avenue, and the “pods” as well.  This County’s made some very 
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vague promises.  However, you just have to look at the numbers and say it just doesn’t 

make sense.  We budgeted $8.3 million to house monies in the surrounding counties. $7 

to $8 million per year will be spent on these pods and then $2 million for the foundations 

– that comes over budget…over the other, and they’re claiming $1 million in savings.  I 

just don’t see it.  As the numbers show, the pods will cost more.  Apparently, we also had 

claims that we would reduce recidivism but we’re not proving that right now.  In our 

current jail, we have cut the GED Program; we have cut the Youth Bureau, which 

includes Project Return for Juveniles and we also laid off 100+ workers at the County.  

This $200+ million jail, across from the Walkway over the Hudson…the County 

Comptroller estimates that it will raise the debt service from $18 million to $30 million 

per year.  The County, by the way, lost $8 million in revenues last year.  We shouldn’t 

have to learn from what happened to our neighbors over in Ulster County, where their 

property taxes went up 40% for their Taj Mahal jail.  And now, with all that space, 

Michael Hine, their County Executive at the Pattern for Progress Event, basically said 

that they have extra capacity and they have an old jail too, that’s not in use that would be 

able to go online for minimal cost.  We also have a jail, by the way, that just went out of 

commission in Beacon.  As for the promises Mr. Molinaro stated that it would increase 

our property assessments.  No jail has ever done this.  We have been in talks about jail 

expansion and open campus treatment centers.  How can that help our assessments?  We 

have no jobs, and without that, we will be dealing with high rates of crime and 

recidivism.  I am a firm believer in alternatives to incarceration, but it is impossible to 

provide that to 100% of the County’s parolees in such a fragile, crime-filled city.  But, 

doubling the size of the jail, we’ll have more parolees looking for affordable housing.  

When this happens, watch more properties go off the tax rolls in a city where 40-50%  of 

the people pay 100% of the taxes.  If you thought people are fleeing the City like crazy 

now, wait until 10-20% are paying 100% of the taxes.  We need to be talking about this 

jail – whether you guys are for it or against it.  There’s a lot of issues, and we’re going to 

lose a lot of money.  Things are going off the tax rolls, guys.  We’ve gotta talk about this.  

Thank you.  

 

Tyrone Louder – Mansion Street – Thank you for allowing me to come and see you 

and talk in front of you.  I want to ask you about the young generation – the young 

people.  Poughkeepsie really doesn’t have much to offer them.  There’s really not much 

being done about that.  They’ve got programs and that's good and everything, but it’s not 

enough.  When the YMCA was there, it went under because of the lady that stole $9,000.  

There’s no “Y” – we have to think about our young people.  We have to think of some 

way to make things better for them because they are…they’re us.  The gangs…I think it 

would be good if they had someone to come and address that issue with gangs in 

Poughkeepsie; not talk to them in the church, but outside the church.  You have to 

address that outside the church.  You have to do more things concerning that topic in 

order to save the young people, because we’re losing our young people left and right 

before they get grown and that’s not good.   It’s not good for any of us.  We can’t let that 

go on like that.  Because if they’re gonna live, we’re gonna live.  I’ve talked to a lot of 

families that say that the kids have nothing being offered to them.  I see them on the 

streets every night, every month, every year – it’s ridiculous…gone too far.  It’s gotta 

stop; something’s gotta be done about it.  Get some organization together that would steer 
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them in the right direction, or get a former gang leader to come there and address them 

and turn them away from gangs.  Something’s got to be done about that and we need to 

help save the kids and their families so they don’t go through that stuff.  We don’t want 

them to go through that.  We want to try to do the right thing.  Thank you very much. 

 

Constantine Kazolias – 47 Noxon Street – I just want to say one thing.  The demise of 

the City of Poughkeepsie when Dominick (inaudible) was appointed to the YMCA, he 

had the road races…look what’s happened up in Kingston we had these here.  The last 

time he had a presentation about the $12 million renovating Market Street, the county 

offices stretched from Church Street, all the way to Mansion Street across the street.  Let 

the County pick that up if you want to do something.  As far as you talk about 

development, Shop-Rite wants to come in on the corner of North Hamilton, east-west 

arterial.  What’s holding it up?  Same thing goes with Dutton.  Why is Tom O’Neil 

stonewalling the development?  I ask why – I get suspicious.  Why?  This development… 

go forward or get rid of Tom O’Neil; it’s possible.  I just want to say one thing about the 

1980 lease with the east-west arterial highway.  At the time, Tommy Aposporous was the 

Mayor and Alderman Pat Lettieri was running the Council with an iron hand, telling the 

City Manager what to do.  In other words, it tells you what leadership is worth.  But as far 

as the arterial highway, forget about giving it to the County – the State built it, they own 

it, let them do it because you need to do major repairs; 150 feet on both sides of the east-

west arterial; the sidewalks…everything else.  Give it back to ’em.  We don’t need it.  It’s 

the dumbest thing that ever happened, but then again, we had geniuses running the City at 

the time.  I have something very personal to say tonight.  I came home and found my 

father’s wine press was stolen.  It’s been in the family for 70 years.  I’m hurt, because 

that was part of me that that person stole.  I had it on my patio, and everything else.  But, 

I’m gonna say one thing to the person that stole it.  When my father died, we made 5 

bottles of wine.  He said, “This is the last we’re gonna make.”  Then after that, we got 

down to the last one, he passed on.  But the last one’s straps opened up and it became 

vinegar.  I don’t want that person who stole my father’s wine press (which had a lot to do 

with making that wine), I hope all his wine turns to vinegar so he can choke on it.  I know 

it’s funny, but it’s serious and I really mean it.  I got other words for him, but I’m a 

gentleman – not much, but at this point, I have to give deference to the Council.  But, 

they stole it.  If it’s not bolted down in the City, they’re gonna steal it.  Look what 

happened to Mayor Cozean, look what happened to the Potter House…they stole that 

brass whatever it is, I used to play on when I was a kid.  If it’s not nailed down or bolted 

down, it’s gonna get legs.  Go ahead with your whaddaya you call it, you need revenue in 

the City – let’s go ahead with these two projects.  Let’s push them.  If you have to vote 

Tom O’Neil out, get him out of there because he didn’t do me any favors – I wanted to 

put a Gas Station with a Dunkin’ Donuts on the corner of Academy and Church Street, 

and he’s the one that killed it.  OK?  Need I say anymore? 

 

Jere Tierney – 60 Fountain Place – I’m a retired City Police Officer and I’m here to 

speak out against the jail expansion.  I feel that this expansion…estimated cost of $200+ 

million is an albatross around the neck of this City.  I think more things need to be looked 

into before we jump into this agreement, although it’s probably a done deal already, but I 

think there’s some things that can be changed.  Everybody else is going in the opposite 
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direction.  They’re closing facilities; they’re vacating sentences and releasing prisoners to 

alternative sentences, but yet, we’re going the other way here.  We want to build a bigger 

jail.  Well, I was here when we built a bigger jail and the only thing we did was fill it up.  

This is the only county I’ve ever been in, where you can commit multiple felonies and 

plead to a misdemeanor.  I’ve never seen anything like this.  We’re talking about a jail 

population of misdemeanors and violations, where the City of Poughkeepsie average stay 

is 5 days for a violation.  Outside the City of Poughkeepsie, you’re putting people in there 

for 20 to 30 days for a violation.  Procedurally, there’s something wrong there, all right?  

And, we need to look at these things.  As far as the parolees go, there might be 30 to 40 

parolees there per month.  The State used to have a law – I don’t know if it’s still in 

effect.  The reimbursement rate was only $34/day.  If it went to the actual cost of 

incarceration, the State might move a little quicker in getting their parolees out of there.  

So…somebody needs to “bang the drum,” and look at what’s going on throughout the 

county and determine really, do we really need a jail?  I feel that we really don’t…that, 

you know, some things can be done.  We used to have community service…we don’t 

have that anymore.  We used to have drug court…we don’t have that anymore.  That was 

taken away and went over to County Court.  So, these things need to be looked at.  One 

simple way to deal with all this is to make it a unified court system.  Once again, you 

have two state agencies:  The D.O.C. runs the prisons and the Commission of Corrections 

runs the County jails.  Well, just make it the Department of Corrections and let them 

house everybody and then, when you got a jail in Ulster County, that’s 15 miles away, 

you can just move people from one jail to the other – like they do with the prisons.  

There’s things that can be done and if it means vacating everybody’s sentence that’s 

already sentenced to spitting on the sidewalk, then do it.   

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you.  That concludes public participation.  I assume the 

Mayor’s not here for the rest of the evening? All right.       

 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

               

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory:  For myself, for Chairman’s comments, I’d just like to remind those 

in the audience and those that are listening, we will be having a public hearing on March 

20
th

 at 6 o’clock in regards to parking meters.   

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Commissioner of Finance Siegrist-Coyle:  Good evening, Chairman. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Good evening. 
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Rocco German:  Good evening. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Good evening, and your name, sir? 

 

Rocco German:  Rocco German, IT for the City. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Oh – OK.  Please share with us about this amendment; and there 

are questions from Council members.   

 

Mr. German:  Basically, what we’re looking to do is allow the City to buy off a GSA, 

which is a federal, as opposed to just a state contract.  It gives us more of an opportunity 

to look at purchasing equipment on a broader range, hopefully, saving money.   

 

Chairman Mallory:  Corporation Counsel, would you like to add anything before…? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yeah.  Just…the Common Council had adopted a 

purchasing policy as they do every year at the Organizational Meeting.  That policy did 

not provide for the purchasing of equipment off the GSA schedules, just so you 

understand.  The Federal Government, with their agencies, provide its purchasing 

schedule and their departments and agencies can purchase off these schedules for already 

determined price products.  It’s meant to accelerate the time needed to procure certain 

equipment.  So, the City is looking at two schedules to be able to purchase off of.  One is 

Schedule 70, which is specifically for IT equipment and Schedule 84 deals with law 

enforcement, fire services, and equipment that can be purchased off of those.  So, the idea 

is that these products that are being offered on these schedules have already gone through 

a competitive bidding process are of quality and low price and they offer these two 

schedules to local municipalities in the state also to purchase off of, because of a situation 

that has come up with some of the computer systems in the City of Poughkeepsie and 

maybe Rocco can kind of explain things a little bit better where we are and we need to in 

an expeditious manner, purchase certain equipment and there are products offered on 

these schedules that will allow us to save money and to do this in a timely fashion, so the 

Finance Department (through the Purchasing Office) has asked that Counsel amend their 

purchasing policy to allow for the purchase off these two schedules.  Rocco, do you want 

to just explain to them the situation that’s arising?  

 

Mr. German:  Basically, what’s going on is that Microsoft has decided, and they 

published it a while ago that as of April 8 of this year, they will not support Windows XP 

anymore.  There’ll be no security patches, there’ll be no updates.  As far as they’re 

concerned, the software is done and over with.  There’ll be most other businesses that 

write software for Microsoft will not be writing anything for XP.  The biggest problem 

his is gonna pose is after April 8, they’re done with security updates, hackers will have 

another way into your operating system that Microsoft is not going to stop anymore.  So, 

this opens up our network.  This opens up everything we have in the City that’s Windows 

XP, but opens up all the other devices as well.   
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Just in our current policy, because of the dollar 

amount that would be involved in this.  It would require competitive bidding from the 

Board of Contract Supply, and that process would not be accomplished and could not be 

accomplished by April 8 deadline that we need to change out these computer systems.  

And, also that the pricing may not be as would be under the Schedule 70. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you, Chair.  Rocco, what’s your last name? 

 

Mr. German:  German. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you, Mr. German for showing up and Ms. Cohen? 

 

Commissioner Siegrist-Coyle:  Siegrist-Coyle. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  I’m sorry.  Thank you for being here as well and thank you 

for the information, Counsel.  So, there is an immediate need to upgrade the software 

from XP to…what’s the latest version of Windows?   

 

Mr. German:  The latest version of Windows is 8.1; we’re only looking to go up to 

Windows 7 at this point. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  So, why are we in the need of buying new hardware 

equipment, when it’s just a software update that’s just needed? 

 

Mr. German:  Most of the PC’s…I shouldn’t say most.  Half of the PC’s we have that 

are in the City are Windows XP and out of those, most of them, we wouldn’t be able to 

upgrade.  The hardware is not good enough to upgrade or the cost of the upgrade is about 

the same as buying new.  We have to buy licenses for Windows 7 is roughly $200 along 

with adding more memory.  A lot of the processors we have really won’t handle it and it 

will run slower with Windows 7 than they would with Windows XP. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  So, we’re really buying equipment that costs about the 

same as it would cost just to upgrade…? 

 

Mr. German:  To upgrade?  Very close, yes.   

 

Councilmember Hermann:  That must be some strongly discounted equipment. 

 

Mr. German:  Yeah.  I’ve been researching for about a month and found decent prices.  

It won’t replace everything we have, but it will replace a lot of our key components, and 

then hopefully, we’ll be able to upgrade what we have left.  Put some PC’s together – two 

or three to actually make one that’s good enough to run Windows 7 on. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  And the GSA Schedule…is a state schedule?  
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Mr. German:  It’s a federal [schedule]. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  And these are pre-owned systems? 

 

Mr. German:  The ones we’re looking at, yes – these are pre-owned.   

 

Councilmember Hermann:  The schedule itself is not dictating which equipment you 

get, it’s just allowing you the time and it’s negating the time and the resources to 

allowing you the time and resources apart from your standard purchasing schedule, right? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Right now we do buy from the state, but we are not able to 

buy from the Federal Government.   

 

Councilmember Hermann:  OK.  I was just curious…I know a number of non-profit 

organizations within the City use…some of our higher institutions’ friends have some 

discounted hardware sales throughout the year.  I know Vassar has one.  Has that ever 

been something that we’ve looked into? 

 

Mr. German:  I have never personally looked into it.  I will definitely look into it but 9 

out of 10, if they’re passing on equipment at this point, they’re probably passing on stuff 

that we have already or are older, potentially.   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Let me add onto that.  The General Municipal Law 

would not allow us to purchase from not-for-profits or college entities.  We could 

potentially purchase from other municipalities, but there’s no process to purchase directly 

from a not-for-profit or college entity. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Great, well, thank you.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Yes, this was added to the agenda, is that correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  That’s correct. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Why would it, if it’s so important, be added to the agenda and 

we wouldn’t have time to get this early enough to take a look at this in some detail?  It 

seems like we have a minor crisis with our software. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  The issue, as I understand it, when it was brought to 

my attention in the middle of last week was that they were attempting to purchase it 

through other means.  But, for the fact that Rocco has done so much research on this, and 

has found this GSA schedule which, Council could opt to a purchase off of.  Would 

provide for the ability to purchase more computers than would be able to be purchased 

through other mechanisms, so the switch has been made, or is being requested to be made 

in the late game because of the ability to purchase with significant savings. 
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Councilmember Rich:  As a follow-up, why wasn’t this done a while back, if it was 

such a useful way to purchase? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I think that the answer to that question is that, for 

our needs, we did not, at the time have any needs to purchase off the 70 Schedule, but I 

think that because of this upgrade, it’s been determined that it would be useful to do so. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Would it be useful for other purposes, except for this one 

situation we face with computers and software? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Not that I’m aware of at this time… 

 

Mr. German:  From the IT side, there would be other benefits to it for other computer 

equipment that we might need in the future, for sure. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  OK, so, it would give us another way to go out and purchase? 

 

Mr. German:  It would actually give us another venue to actually look and an 

opportunity to purchase possibly, at less cost, yes.   

 

Councilmember Rich:  OK.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  So, Mr. German, Ms. Siegrist-

Coyle and Mr. Ackermann the idea is these products have already been vetted to be 

competitively priced.  Is that correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Correct, yes. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  And the quality is what…there’s vetting is in terms of the 

quality…? 

 

Mr. German:  Yes. 

 

Councilmember Klein: …and applicability to the needs of the City, correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Correct. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  And the need has arisen as a result of this change in the policy 

of Windows? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  That’s correct. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  That’s come up recently, correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yes. 
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Councilmember Klein:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R-14-23) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

adopts the First Amendment to the purchasing policy which was adopted by the Common 

Council by Resolution R-14-8, of which a copy is attached hereto and made a part of this 

resolution.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
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R14-23 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Klein to receive and print. 

 

Assistant Corporation Counsel Valk:  We discussed this when it was introduced and 

we’ve had the public hearing, so I won’t belabor the point by repeating myself.  But, if 

there are any additional questions from the Council members, of course, I’d be happy to 

answer them at this time.    

 

LOCAL LAW AMENDING ARTICLE VII OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE  

TO ALLOW PURCHASING BASED ON BEST VALUE 

(LL-14-2) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
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BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, in regular 

meeting convened a local law amending Article VII of the Administrative Code, to 

provide as follows: 

 

SECTION 1- Legislative Intent:  New York General Municipal Law §103(1) allows the 

City to authorize, by local law, the award of certain purchase contracts (including 

contracts for services) subject to competitive bidding under General Municipal Law §103 

on the basis of “best value” as defined in §163 of the New York State Finance Law.  The 

“best value” option may be used, for example, if it is more cost efficient over time to 

award the good or service to other than the lowest responsible bidder or offerer if factors 

such as lower cost of maintenance, durability, higher qualify and longer product life can 

be documented.  The City hereby determines that it is the best interest of the City of 

Poughkeepsie and its residents for the City of Poughkeepsie to have the authority to 

award purchase contracts on the basis of “best value.” 

 

SECTION 2- Authorization to Accept the Best Value: Article XII of the City of 

Poughkeepsie Administrative Code entitled “FINANCE DEPARTMENT” is hereby 

amended to add a new section 7.08 entitled “Authority to accept best value” to read as 

follows: 

 

On or after the effective date of this law, the City of Poughkeepsie may award purchase 

contracts subject to bidding under General Municipal Law §103, including contracts for 

service work, but excluding any purchase contracts necessary for the completion of a 

public works contract pursuant to Labor Law Article 8, on the basis of “best value,” as 

defined in State Finance Law §163, to a responsive and responsible bidder or offerer. 

 

(a) Where the basis for award is the best value offer, the Commissioner of Finance as 

the purchasing agent shall document, in the procurement record and in advance of 

the initial receipt of offers, the criteria to be used to determine “best value.”  

Whenever possible, the determination shall be made on an objective and 

quantifiable analysis of such criteria.  The criteria may include, but shall not be 

limited to, any or all of the following:  cost of maintenance; proximity to the end 

user if distance and response time is a significant term; durability; availability of 

replacement parts or maintenance contractors; longer product life; product 

performance criteria, quality of craftsmanship 

 

(b) Where appropriate, the solicitation shall identify the relative importance and/or 

weight of each criterion identified within the procurement record to be considered 

by the Board of Contract and Supply in its determination of best value.  

 

(c) Whenever any contract is awarded on the basis of best value instead of lowest 

responsible bidder, the basis for determining best value shall be thoroughly and 

accurately documented.   

 

(d) The election to award any such contract on the basis of best value shall be made 

by the Commissioner of Finance as purchasing agent. In the event that no such 
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election is made, purchase contracts will continue to be awarded to the lowest 

responsible bidder furnishing any required security. 

 

 

 

SECTION 3- Severability: If any provision of this Local Law is determined to be 

unconstitional or invalid, the validity and enforceability of the remainder shall not be 

affected. 

 

 

SECTION 4-Effective Date:  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing 

and acceptance by the New York Secretary of State.   

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

 
LL14-2 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Mr. Garcia had to leave, but Mr. Perez is here as a 

representative of the church.  It was necessarity (sic) for the church members…one’s 

handicapped and one drives a van for them accessibility to their church, so I say, “Thank 

you,” to my colleagues and the City of Poughkeepsie for allowing, and you have your 

parking spaces, Mr. Perez. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Are there any comments or questions directed to Corporation 

Counsel or a Council member? 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  I’d like to thank Mr. Ackerman for a quick and speedy 

attention to the matter.  Thank you very much.       

 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 
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(O-14-1) 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §13-269 is hereby amended by the following addition: 

 

Section 13-269  Handicapped parking areas designated. 

 

Upon the erection of signs giving due notice thereof, the following areas shall be 

designated as handicapped parking areas and are to be utilized only for the purpose 

set forth in this Article: 

 

Cannon Street, south side, beginning 30 feet west of its intersection of South 

Cherry Street and continuing west for a distance of 44 feet, for two parking 

spaces 
 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

 
LL14-2 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM SECTION 8 DIRECTOR PALUMBO, a presentation regarding 

a part time inspector for Section 8. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  What it is, is before us, a request will be coming before us for the 

City to hire another part time inspector.  The Director is here now to give us… 

 

Director Palumbo: …my “spiel.” 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Yeah, why not?  Then we’ll ask our questions. 
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Ms. Palumbo:  Happy St. Paddy’s Day to everyone.   

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Some people are missing green here tonight.  Right now, the Section 8 

Office employs a part time inspector, and he is also a full time Building Inspector in the 

City of Amenia.  He’s advised me that, in May, there’s a huge project that’s beginning in 

Amenia that’s something like, 250 homes are going up and he feels his hours are going to 

decrease with me.  He feels that he will not be able to give me 17 hours, and we’re (Mr. 

Bunyi can tell you), limited as a part time employee, you can’t exceed 17 ½ hours.  So, 

my idea was to employ another part time inspector and combine…you know, probably 

not exceed 30 hours a week.  I can’t, at this time, afford to hire a full time inspector with 

salary and benefits.  Hopefully, in January of the coming year, if things work out with the 

Town of Poughkeepsie Section 8 Program, we will be able to reinstate a full time Section 

8 Inspector position in the budget, but right now unfortunately, I can’t afford a full time 

inspector, so I’m looking to hire another part time person to work 17 ½ hours a week, 

combined with my other part time inspector, who will probably work about 10 hours.  

Parum pum…that’s it. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  We have recently taken over the Section 8 Program in the Town 

of Poughkeepsie, correct? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yes.  

 

Councilmember Rich:  And, how many vouchers are in the Town?  Is it 75 or am I 

wrong? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  70. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  When the Town was doing its Section 8, who did they employ?  

Was it a part time person?  A full time person? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  They used the Town of Poughkeepsie Building Department…did their 

inspections. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  So, it wasn’t a specialist just for Section 8? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  No. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Is that unusual to have…? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I think at one time, they didn’t have a Section 8 Inspector, but with all 

the recent funding cuts last year, we lost $100,000 in admin. fees due to sequestration.  

So, as the cuts came about, every Section 8 Program suffered, and I think they had to let 

some staff go and obviously, things got worse for the Town, which is why we now 
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manage it.  But, in the last year of operation, they used the Town of Poughkeepsie 

Building Department. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Are they responsible for any cost that the City takes on until 

next January, when you said you may be able to hire more? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  We receive all of the disbursements that the Town gets from HUD come 

to the City.  We receive their admin. fees and their housing assistance payments come to 

us.  Yes. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  But no money to be hiring at this time? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Well, you have to take it out of your admin. fees.  That’s how we 

operate.  HUD pays us, pays the City a monthly disbursement. You separate your money 

between rent and admin. fees.  And, out of that admin. fee that we receive, I pay my staff 

and rent and other items, so the Town’s money isn’t a lot of money.  So, at this point, we 

haven’t really restored ourselves from the sequestration.  Little by little…this year the 

admin. fees went up a little bit, but not enough.  A benefit package is sometimes almost 

$20,000 in addition to the salaries, so that’s a hefty bite out of the admin. fees, and right 

now I can’t do it and swing it, so I’m here. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  So, you’re going to be OK until next January, when you make… 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yeah, I think so. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  OK.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  When you mention you can’t afford…I just want to go back to 

the fella that’s gonna go to Amenia more.  Is that the idea, that he’s going to leave 

Section 8 totally?   

 

Ms. Palumbo:  He hasn’t told me that, but I sort of kind of… 

 

Councilmember Klein:  I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to “jump the gun.” 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  …if he’s watching…I know you are, John.  I’m sure that it’s not 

intentional.  He’s been with me for many years.  He’s not just an employee – he’s a 

friend.  You know, when I needed someone to come back and work for me, he did that.  

But, he has another commitment, and I understand that and I cannot be in a position to be 

without an inspector, so…here I am.  Here I am, with hat in hand.   

 

Councilmember Klein: You’re here anticipating that this is going to happen… 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I am. 
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Councilmember Klein:  When you say what you can afford, what you can’t afford, these 

come from the funds from your rental and admin. fees.   

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Correct.  

 

Councilmember Klein:  Do you have a projected start date for this part time person 

you’re looking to hire? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I’m hoping by May 1
st
, because in addition to coming to you kind people, 

there’s five other staff that we have to go through – go to the County, and it’s the Civil 

Service and it’s another whole rigamarole in addition to this. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you, Ms. Palumbo.  Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  You mentioned that the Town used the Building 

Inspector? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yes. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Is that something you’ll be doing here – using our City 

inspector? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I don’t think so. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  So, you’re not. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  That would never be my decision, but I certainly don’t think that that 

would be a possibility.  I think they’re far too busy to do...  

 

Councilmember McClinton:  So, there’d be no more procurement of money coming 

from the City - you’re using the payment from admin. funds, right?  Is that what you’re 

saying?  It’s coming out of that account? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yeah.  Yes. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  So, above and beyond that, if there’s costs over that, 

where would that come from? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I have a budget that I use and I have a fee account together.  We make 

sure that doesn’t happen.  I am pretty good pinching a penny, so I have a reserve account 

that I have money in, but I try to work within the confines of the admin. fees that I 

receive from HUD.  Last year, I took a big beating because the sequestration was a big 

surprise.  No one knew it was coming.  It was just, “Hello, Hi – we’re going to take your 

money.”  So, I lost about $100,000 in admin. fees.  If I didn’t have a reserve account, I 

would’ve been in some trouble, but I’ve been doing this for a pretty long time and I’m 

pretty good at it, so I’m gonna make sure that doesn’t happen.  That’s why I only want to 
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hire a part time inspector.  I don’t want to just jump in and hire someone full time and not 

be able to afford it. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  So, these 70 that were added…that’s why you need 

additional help? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yes, but my fear is more that my inspector that I have now, is going to 

decrease his hours down to maybe 10 and that’s just not enough.  I have much too much 

going on to have an inspector that works 10 hours.  You know, ideally, it will be about 30 

between the two.  I know full time is 35. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  You’re welcome. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I didn’t expect to see you back here 

so soon. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I love coming here, love it. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  ‘Cause when you were here last time and you told us about the 

merging of the Town and the City.  I specifically asked you if there would be additional 

staff needed and then you said, “No,” so you’ve changed your mind? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  This isn’t really a direct result of acquiring the Town of Poughkeepsie 

program.  It’s more of my inspector has another commitment.  The additional vouchers 

isn’t really why I’m asking for an inspector; it’s because the one that I’ve hired, is now 

going to reduce his hours, so I can’t operate on that and I’m confined to that 17 ½ hour 

limit that…I don’t know if it’s a Civil Service…Milo could probably… 

 

City Administrator Bunyi nodded his head in agreement. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  So I can’t go over that.  It’s a part time person.  I wish I could hire one 

part time person to work 25 hours a week, but I can’t.  So, I have to have the two part 

time.  My one regular inspector is going to de…he may be able to work only 5 hours.  I 

sort of think he’s gonna leave, but he doesn’t want to tell me.  So I’m doing this now, 

because I can’t be without an inspector. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  So, you’re getting ready, just in case he leaves? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  No, I believe he’s going to decrease his hours between 5 and 10 hours, 

which is not enough for me.  It’s not enough for 600 inspections.  And my inspector only 

does inspections.  I have a woman who does the scheduling and all the other clerical 

work, so this is really just an on-site inspector that goes out and conducts inspections.  

The addition of the Town of Poughkeepsie isn’t really what’s prompting this.  It’s more 

of my inspector having a commitment. 
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Councilmember Perry:  So the part time inspector is to replace someone you think will 

be leaving? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Correct.  Yes. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Thank you.  Nice to see you again. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  You as well. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  How…so you have one inspector? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I do. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  And, that’s for the City and Town they do inspections for? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Well, yes, now that the Town is with us, yes.  He’s just begun the Town 

inspections because… 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Because you just acquired it? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Right. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  How many hours on average did he work before? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  He worked 17 ½ hours, which is all he can work. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  As a part time employee? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yes. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  And now he’s down to about 10? 

 

Ms. Palumbo: He hasn’t started at that.  He’s advised me that he has a huge project 

that’s starting in Amenia.  That’s his full time job.  This is his part time job.  So he told 

me that when the weather breaks – which could be…I don’t know…tomorrow…there’s a 

huge project that’s going to begin in Amenia.  They’re gonna build 250 single family 

homes out there, and he’s going to be spending most of his time in Amenia and I think 

that at some point, he’s gonna leave. So I can’t let him give me 5 hours or even 10 hours.  

But, …17 ½ is probably not even enough, but I can’t hire a part time person at 25 hours.  

I’m limited to 17 ½.  So between the two positions, it’ll probably be 25 hours. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  So, you’ll probably have more inspections done now that 

you have the two… 
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Ms. Palumbo:  Hopefully, yes. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  OK, thank you. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I just wanted to remind the Common Council that none of 

this money is City money.  It’s all federal money, so what Meg is managing basically, is 

money from HUD and she’s dividing it between the vouchers and the admin. money. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Correct. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  And she has done an excellent job of being able to manage 

that admin. money, establishing a reserve so that when she needs it, she can go back into 

the reserve.  However, we need to understand that that reserve is not City money.  All of 

it is federal money.  So, all of it is spent to further advance the needs of our citizens, or 

we have to return it to the federal government. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Thank you, Mr. Bunyi for the clarity. But that’s what I 

was getting clear from Ms. Palumbo was, is it gonna incur any money from us or not … 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Oh, it’s no City funds – ever. 

 

Councilmember McClinton: …and she explained it’s her money and I would rather see 

her use it than return it for the people who are receiving the vouchers.  So, thank you very 

much.   

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you, Chair.  Director Palumbo, I’m a little dense.  

So, you’re current inspector works approximately 17 hours, as dictated by the part time 

Civil Service requirements? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Yes, correct. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  He is likely…he’s expressed to you that he’s going to be 

whittling his… 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  In a “round about way.” 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Hours down to about 10? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Correct. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  And if we bring someone at 17, that’s gonna bring us up to 

27? 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Correct.  
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Councilmember Hermann:  You have a need for about 30 hours for inspection… 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  You know, it…here’s the thing with Section 8.  Inspections on a monthly 

basis, he’s doing inspections for our rent roll.  We have a huge rent roll.  Our rent roll is 

upwards of $375,000 a month.  So one month, we could have…we call them rollovers – 

folks whose leases are rolling over for that particular month.  One month he could have 

40, and the next month it’s 20.  So it goes up and down.  17 is hard for me.  There are 

also initials for new apartments.  They take a little bit longer.  We have exit inspections 

for people that are leaving apartments.  We have specials – complaints and things like 

that.  So, you never really know how many inspections you’re gonna have.  The woman 

who schedules knows about his (we call them) annuals – those are the people who 

consistently are inspected that month every year, at the same time.  17 hours is really 

tough for me, and the last year they allow you to exceed that 17 hours was for a period of 

time and I used that.  John worked a little bit more during the months of November and 

December, because I needed it.  So, between the two of them, 27 hours would probably 

be perfect for me. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  But if John leaves, sooner… 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  I’ll be back to 17 ½. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:   If this individual leaves sooner than later, are you gonna 

need someone…it sounds like you may need someone likely within…by the end of the 

year. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  Well, we’ll see.  Hopefully, not.  I can do inspections.  I go out there too, 

and do inspections.  So, I’m an all-purpose director.  I do it all.  On occasion, I do go out.  

I’m certified as a qualified housing inspector so I can do it too.  So until January of next 

year, I’m not in a position to hire a full time inspector. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  And, you said if it works out with the Town, 

meaning…what exactly do you mean?  

 

Ms. Palumbo:  We have the option at the end of this year to acquire the Town of 

Poughkeepsie or decide not to do that.  And, that will be a decision I make with the 

administration and Mr. Ackermann and the Town of Poughkeepsie.  It’s quite a bit of 

work. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:   Great.  Thank you. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  You’re welcome. 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Thank you very much. 

 

Ms. Palumbo:  You’re welcome, Bob.  
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2. FROM ALEIA C. SMITH, a notice of intent for Black Heritage Club, 

LLC, to obtain a Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

3. FROM KYLE E. MILTON, SR., a notice of personal injury sustained. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM WEI XIAO, a notice of property damage sustained on February 9, 

2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

5. FROM WATISHA MCKINNEY, a notice of personal injury sustained 

between February 2013-January 27, 2014. Referred to Corporation 

Counsel 

 

6. FROM PAUL DUBOIS, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 27, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

7. FROM KAREN DIXON, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 14, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

8. FROM HELGA CIANCIULLO, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

December 16, 2013. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

9. FROM PATRICIA BARCA, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 23, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you, Chair.  This is in regards to…and I’m going to 

direct this question to the City Manager and Corporation Counsel in lieu of the fact that 

our Mayor is not present tonight.  In regards to the Sanitation Law and the fact that our 

411’s are supposedly afforded the opportunity to consider the City as a viable alternative 

for their recycling pickup.  Is that correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  The 411’s, through our Sanitation Ordinance, have 

the opportunity to partake in municipal services.  So if they decided whether  it was a not 

for profit or 411, instead of going out and getting a private contractor, they wanted  to 

have the opportunity to contract with the City, they could make application to the 

Commissioner of Finance who would review it, set a price on what the City would charge 

and they can partake in the services.  However, what it doesn’t provide, and I think what 

your question is, if they so choose to utilize a private contractor for their garbage, they 

can’t then request the City to pick up their recycling. So, they’re not going to split the 

services, where the City would pick up their recycling and they would be picking up the 

garbage.   
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Councilmember Hermann:  Thanks for the clarification.  Actually, that wasn’t my 

question.  I’m getting to the nature of my question.  My understanding is, not having sat 

on that Council, being vested in the success of our sanitation program and our sanitation 

user fee.  My understanding is that there were some promises made that those 411’s 

would be notified.  How are they currently notified that that is an option?  How are they 

currently and consistently notified?   

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  To my knowledge, we have not notified them other than the 

release of the Sanitation Law.  But, to specifically identify each one of them, and mail 

each one of them marketing tool to come back to the City…no, we have not. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Was that not part of the plan?  Or am I 

completely…mistaken? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I was not aware of that plan.  

 

Councilmember Rich:  Milo, I can tell you, a number of times this Council has asked 

that we notify these folks because when we changed our local law and we changed it in 

light of a court case…garbage case, we thought that these folks would be notified 

because our constituents out there – they have an option.  They have the option of 

privatization of private haulers, or they now have a new option of coming back to the 

City and getting a quote.  If they like the City numbers, they should get a quote.  Now I 

know some people have done that, but it would seem to me advantageous for us, under 

our new local law, to notify people of their new right that they have that they previously 

didn’t have.  Wouldn’t you think that would also help the City if we got some extra 

people to decide the city garbage pickup sanitation system is financially, for example, 

better than the private, or is just better and they’re willing to pay extra?  I think that 

we’ve asked that to be done…(inaudible) times. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We will send them all a letter indicating they could come in 

and meet with the City to determine what to charge them.   

 

Councilmember Rich:  We’ve asked that to be done a number of times.  

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  It will be done at the end of this month, sir. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  And how can we get accountability on that?  Will you 

follow up with us? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Yes. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Can we plan to bring this up in a subsequent meeting, and 

you’ll be able to provide us with the materials that were sent out to the 411’s? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Absolutely. 
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Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Mr. Bunyi, would it also be possible for you to reach out 

to them through perhaps an article in the papers stipulating when they can start contacting 

the City, because a lot of people don’t know.  In lieu of the fact that some people have 

moved from the area and may not be in contact with their properties, maybe public 

announcement or even such things as putting it on our site.  You know, we’ll reach out to 

other people.  I understand you’re doing mailings and the accountability will be there, 

because it’s on record now; that’s not the problem.  My concern is the phone calls I get 

and the concerns I get about can I opt out?  Can I not opt out?  And everybody may not 

be in a position to meet with you, Mr. Bunyi if their schedules don’t allow, so I’m just 

asking, is that possible?  Could you like, do the announcement; say like, in the 

Poughkeepsie Journal and as I said, on the website where they would know like, to come 

from Monday to Friday…you know, what hours? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We will do a press release.    

 

Councilmember McClinton:  Thank you very much, Mr. Bunyi.  Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Yes.  Thank you, Chairman.  I had questions on the removed 

resolution about the Zack’s Way property.  I think at the last City Council meeting, I 

asked, did we ever figure out when the initial easement for that property was. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I’m waiting for a tile search to come back.  Once it 

comes back, I’ll provide you with all the information on it. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  OK, thank you.   

 

Councilmember Klein:  Mr. Chairman, thank you very much.  Mr. Bunyi, do you have 

any up-to-date on the street lights on Academy Street, South Avenue…Columbia Street? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We…I have not checked this evening, but over the 

weekend, they did try to get the lights on Academy Street on.  We checked it out, and 

whatever they did on Friday, did not pan out.  They went back at it again today.  I do not 

know what the result is.  I have not been by that way, but again, they asked me to check 

again tonight to see if it’s working because they’ve identified about two or three spots, 

but they’re not sure which is the main cause.  But, they think that by working on each one 

of them they’ll be able to get the lights on the ramp on South Avenue. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you.  Any steps beyond that, Mr. Bunyi? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  No.  They spent a week on South Avenue, you know, 

digging from the snow, digging from the hard soil and then… 
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Councilmember Klein:  This is DPW? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  This is our own DPW. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Any further word from the state – is the state going to help out 

at all? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  No, we’re not even getting a bite from the state. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you, Mr. Bunyi.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I was wondering, Mr. Bunyi, if the 

411’s were invited back and they came back, would that boost the revenue for the 

sanitation anyway? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  It should, yes.  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, sir.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

 

Councilmember Rich:  I thought this was finished business, but it’s back.  That is, our 

bus system.  I have a new resolution which I was asked to put together by Majority 

Leader, Chris Petsas, who’s not here, so I’ll hold it ’til next time.  But, we voted…the 

Council voted last year, that we did not wish to merge with or combine with, or anything 

between the two of us at that time, and I thought that was a done deal.  But, now I’m 

hearing rumblings from here and there and everywhere that it is, in fact, not a done deal.  

There are those that asked me to pass another resolution reiterating and reaffirming that 

the Common Council is on record, as not in favor of merging or combining with county 

bus system.  We had 100 people here over 3 or 4 nights talk to us about the bus system of 

the City, and asked us…some in very, very strong, emotional language that they need that 

city bus system to carry out their daily activities to have the lifestyle they desperately 

need.  We recently got a letter from the Superintendant of Schools and the President of 

the School Board saying that the county bus system proposal with their new routes was 

inadequate – horribly inadequate.  That was a four page letter that we all got.  I’ve given 

a copy to the Poughkeepsie Journal and I’ve asked them repeatedly to let people know 

that the City of Poughkeepsie School District is adamantly opposed to the county bus 

system proposal, and I am with them on that.  I am adamantly opposed, and I don’t like 

finding things out that it’s still up in the air and there’s possibilities of talking again.  I 

don’t know how many times we, the Council, have to vote on something before it’s a 

done deal.  But it’s a done deal in my eyes and the eyes of a lot of people that sit up here.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  When a resolution is passed at the 

Council, and it’s to be sent to the county, what is the process?  Does it go by…is it hand-

delivered?  Is it e-mailed or is it mailed? 
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Well, the City Clerk/City Chamberlain is 

responsible if the resolution indicates that it’s to be sent to any specific agency 

department person, and she will take that and forward it to the appropriate person.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  So, Mr. Ackermann… 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I mean, you’d have to ask her specifically, how she 

transmits that.  I don’t know. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  I didn’t know.  I was asking a particular procedure…the way 

that it’s done. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I would imagine that it’s done through regular U. S. 

postal mail, but again, you’d have to ask the Chamberlain.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  But if they’re asking for another one, it tells me that they didn’t 

receive the first one. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I don’t know who’s asking for it.  I don’t know 

what you’re referring to. 

 

Councilmember Perry: From what I understand, they’re asking for another one.  

Perhaps they didn’t get the first one. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Who’s asking for it? 

 

Councilmember Perry:  The county. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  The County Executive, in particular. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I guess you can ask the Chamberlain how it was 

sent. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Is there any way we could find out if they did receive it and the 

reason that they would want to have another one? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Sure. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, sir. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  In concurment (sic) with Vice Chair, old Council said, 

“No, we weren’t in agreeance (sic),” new Council…“we’re not in agreeance (sic) to 

crippling our city, either.”  I’m just wondering how long this is going…we’re gonna be 

playing ping-pong with this one issue about bus transportation, which is a detrimentality 

(sic) to our City.  It’s not just that people would lose their employment; it’s the fact that 

our city would be crippled.  It’s a necessity, it’s a vital vein within our community.  There 
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would be so many people affected, and the majority will be students.  To deny children a 

way to eat in the mornings because a schedule not correlate with them to go to school and 

eat.  Often, families who is probably stricken – that’s where they get their breakfast.  This 

is where they eat they lunch.  There are other agencies that are come through for evenings 

for them to have a meal, but our point is, I don’t want to be a process that hinders a child 

to eat or be educated.  And we, as we look at the state of our community right now, and 

we want our students to learn, they can’t learn being hungry; they can’t learn not being 

able to get there.  And that’s the process, so I’m just wondering how long we’re gonna 

play ping-pong with this one issue that was resolved prior.  But, since it needs to be done 

again, I just want to say thank you to Vice Chair Rich for sending another resolution.  

Maybe it will be delivered.  Maybe he’ll get it this time.  But at this point in time, I don’t 

agree with our bus system merging or changing any kind of factor other than improving 

itself to further, as maybe more hours that is operationable; put back the buses that were 

missing.  There was two on each side.  We no longer have that.  The public has given up 

enough, but to ask us or them to give up the right to be transported, it’s too much.  Thank 

you very much, Mr. Chair.  Thank you, Mr. Ackerman, City Counselor. 

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Thank you.  One of my constituents spoke on their loss of 

parking last year.  I just wanted to say, on record, that I will contact my predecessor, will 

research the reasoning and I will address it at the next City Council meeting.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Over and over, the residents come 

to the Council, and they have mentioned about the possible merger of the city bus system 

with the county.  How many times do they have to come to talk about it?  Isn’t anyone 

listening?  Doesn’t anyone hear?  Isn’t there a way to give some kind of answer…provide 

some resolution?  Is it such a difficult decision to make?  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

      

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Rich:  I’ve got two pieces of new business.  The first is…even though 

there’s still got a lot of snow out there, we are thinking of Spring, and there is going to be 

a third annual Make Poughkeepsie Shine litter pickup effort on May 10, Saturday.  And, 

as last year, the River Keeper organization is joining us.  In fact, we’re joining them in a 

sense, because they’re gonna be doing this up and down the river and they’re gonna help 

us with our Waterfront.  We’re gonna target the Waterfront; we’re gonna target our many 

public parks for clean-up.  If we got more volunteers, we could clean-up streets.  But, 

when you only have 100-150 people, you can only do so much in the several hours that 

the people are working.  So, I’m announcing that and more information will be coming. 

I’m in touch with people that want to help us, as they did last year, and that’s all to the 

better.  My other piece of new business, and it’s something I may be remiss in…I thought 

that our County Legislators, of which, we have three in this city, have expressed their 

disagreement with having the City of Poughkeepsie have to have an increase in the size 

of our jail.  This jail is a burden on the City.  There are very few of our City people that 

have jobs there…very, very few.  And, it doesn’t help that Taylor Organization, the 

Taylor public organization is now sold the county its land, and that “for profit” taxable 
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organization is leaving us for a non-taxable organization called the “County,” that has 

more pieces of property in the City of Poughkeepsie off the rolls than you can shake a 

stick at.  And if we could just have a law in Albany to say, “You guys got to pay a pilot, a 

payment in lieu of taxes to the City for all the benefits the county gets from having this as 

their County seat.”  Because frankly, I think it is costing us big bucks to be the County 

seat, and that shouldn’t be on the burden on a poor city like our city – we have a very 

poor city.  And, we should not have to pay extra for the county, who do not wish to have 

that prison in their backyard.  I know that for a fact, because I’ve lived all over this 

county – LaGrange, Town of Poughkeepsie, Wappingers…they don’t want the jail.  

That’s why they’re so interested in having it here.  I think, if our Ccounty Legislators 

can’t do the job, then maybe it’s time for the City Council to get involved and say, “Hey, 

we don’t want your jail.  Put it someplace else.  Enough is enough.”  The City people pay 

County property taxes.  And all I’ve gotten from the County is a $2.3 million reduction in 

sales tax for our city, which is picked up by our City resident property taxpayers because 

they had to do that.  In 2013, if we had that $2.3 million along with our $300,000 surplus, 

we’d have a $2.6 million surplus.  Imagine what we could do with that.  Imagine the new 

police officers, imagine the sanitation folks, imagine the city services, imagine the child 

services – the child programs that we could have for that kind of bucks.  I’m tired of the 

County pushing us and pushing us and hurting this city.  Enough is enough, Mr. 

Chairman, and I think the City Council needs to take up this issue…late though, it is, 

because obviously, it’s not being heard at the County Office Building.  We don’t want 

your jail.  I know of no one that wants that jail in my ward.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  Actually, I’d like to make a few 

response comments.  To my colleague Mr. Rich, if for those for the record, for those who 

might be interested in volunteering for the Make Poughkeepsie Shine, how might they do 

that? 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Well, I’m the contact person for the City of Poughkeepsie, and 

there’s going to be at least one more and that’ll be Ann Perry.  So, they’ll be two.  For the 

moment I’ve been getting the stage set, but soon, Ann and I will together, be asking for 

volunteers.  So far, I’ve been getting…because River Keeper announced this in the 

media, I’ve been getting lots of feedback from people that want to help us again, which I 

find very worthwhile and I hope that more than a few of the wards would participate.  

Last year we had the 2
nd

 Ward, 5
th

 Ward, 7
th

 Ward…if we had all 8 of us, we could do a 

lot more. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  Bravo to you and Councilwoman Perry for orchestrating 

that, and I would encourage all of our constituents to reach out.  Maybe we can get 

enough folks to perhaps, focus some attention on Main Street as well.  That’d be great.  

And also, in response to Mr. Rich’s comments regarding the jail.  He beat me to the 

punch.  I too, am curious…strangely curious as to why the City, the administration has 

been oddly silent about the jail.  It seems to me there’s not been a lot of information 

coming out of the Executive Branch of our City in regards to the thoughts, to listen to the 

County Executive’s State of the County Address.  You would think that it’s a done deal; 

this jail’s gonna happen, come Hell or high water, and quite honestly, I don’t see what the 
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benefit for the City is.  We’re (inaudible) has been stated by Mr. Rich, Mr. Tierney and 

Mr. Brendli, we’re losing money off…we’re losing property taxes off the tax roll; we are 

going in the opposite direction from what the national and regional initiatives are and that 

is to expand alternatives to incarceration.  And I’m really struggling, as are my 

constituents, to find the positives to expanding the jail and its current site.  Can you, Mr. 

Bunyi address what the City’s stance on that is and why we’ve been strangely silent?  

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  No, we have not been strangely silent.  We had expressed 

our opposition to the sale of the property of Taylor Manufacturing.  However, these are 

deals that are done by the county.  And, we basically, have no say in how the county runs 

its government.  Once they own…you know, obtain property through a legal process or 

purchasing it, I’m not so sure we have any option available to us.  I conferred with Mr. 

Ackermann and I think, you know, the county is a government entity unto itself, and as 

long as they function within their own Charter, and it doesn’t cost our Charter, there’s not 

much we can do.  Have we expressed our opposition to the jail expansion?  Yes, we 

have…you know, directly to the county.  We expressed that in more ways than one, but 

have we gone parading and vociferously making a statement?  No, we have not. 

 

Councilmember Hermann:  I too, would advise that maybe it is time for the Council to 

take some action and to resolute or make some kind of a public statement, if we’re all in 

agreement.  I certainly know from my constituency basin, my own public opinion is that 

this jail expansion on its current site does not hold benefit for the City of Poughkeepsie.  

Thank you, Chair. 

 

Councilmember McClinton:  To rewind the wheels back a little while…to respond; on 

Main Street, it had a lighting problem.  It was called in…a constituent called me, and it 

was an underground problem.  It was corrected (from Luckey Platt Building up to North 

Hamilton Street).  Then it was snow removal, and if you’re going down Main Street in 

the last week – which I go down Main Street every day, it was cleaned up.  I say thank 

you to the DPW.  On March 29
th

, we’re gonna have another clean up.  I understand that 

Main Street is a highly traveled area.  There are not a lot of rubbish removers out there, 

because the people who live there were substituting them as garbage cans.  So they were 

removed, and by good reason because if you go past them the garbage bags were all over 

the place, so that gave them one more area to litter.  I’ve also gone into 10 businesses on 

Main Street, and they’re cleaning up in front of the buildings.  Just yesterday I went down 

Main Street and as far as the grocery store, he was not hindered to enter his building for 

his people to come in to buy anything in his grocery store.  There is no snow blocking his 

entrance.  There’s not a problem – yes, there’s snow there, but you can go in and out with 

no interruption at all.  So, that was a misstatement.  Cannon Street, yes it still has snow, 

like a lot of other streets, but when I called it and Mr. Bunyi can verify it, the pushback 

did go out and push it.  As the weather’s gotten warmer, the snow was melting and the 

debris that was hidden in the snow is now being seen.  But, like I said, on March 29
th  

through Hudson River Housing and being sponsored by Lindsey, for the Middle Main 

Project, they’re having volunteers coming out to clean up, which they do every year.  

And each street that I’ve spoken to also are gonna try to do that, so it’s gonna be like a 

collaboration to work with our constituents who live in our ward to come forward and try 
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to keep where you live at cleaner.  But, at this point in time, it’s a battle that goes on 

every day.  Thank you very much, Mr. Bunyi for your quick response.    

 

Councilmember Perry:  I just want to add my saying to the situation with the jail that 

Councilman Rich mentioned.  I live very close to the jail, so I’m definitely not supportive 

of the jail.  I’ve been there when they already did an expansion, and I don’t understand 

how much bigger the jail can be on that acreage.  There’s a lot of things that is going on 

in Poughkeepsie, but we focus on expanding the jail.  It’s no good for the community.  

And I agree with Councilman Rich that if there’s something we could initiate to make a 

resolution or something, even at this late hour – just at least to show that we’re not in 

support of the expansion, I would be willing to go ahead with a resolution to accomplish 

that.  Because as long as we sit quietly, and don’t say anything, it looks like we agree 

with anything that’s happening. So, it’s time for us to speak up and say something about 

it so that the community will know that we don’t agree with a new jail expansion.  I don’t 

see the purpose that it’s gonna serve, because we just closed a jail in Beacon.  And, as far 

as the pilot – asking for a pilot to help the city in the situation that we have, working with 

our city, I think that should not be so hard to accomplish even though the county 

government is different from the city government.  We are the seat of the county 

government.  And, why should they not be paying attention to us, and the needs that we 

have?  Why can’t they take some time to pay attention to what is going on in our city, 

since they own so many places in the city?  We are the seat of the county government so 

we have an important role to play.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

                            

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Mallory and seconded by Councilmember McClinton   

to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Dated:  April 15, 2014 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, March 17, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, March 17, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 

6:00 Special Informational Meeting  

 

I.      ROLL CALL  
 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Minutes of the Common Council of January 21, 2014 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL VALK, Local Law 

LL-14-2, amending §7.08 of the Administrative Code to allow for 

purchasing based on best value. 
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2. FROM COUNCILMEMBER McCLINTON, Ordinance O-14-1, 

amending parking regulations by adding two handicapped spaces on 

Cannon Street.  

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

10. FROM SECTION 8 DIRECTOR PALUMBO, a presentation regarding 

a part time inspector for Section 8.  

 

11. FROM ALEIA C. SMITH, a notice of intent for Black Heritage Club, 

LLC, to obtain a Liquor License.  

 

12. FROM KYLE E. MILTON, SR., a notice of personal injury sustained.  

 

13. FROM WEI XIAO, a notice of property damage sustained on February 9, 

2014.  

 

14. FROM WATISHA MCKINNEY, a notice of personal injury sustained 

between February 2013-January 27, 2014.  

 

15. FROM PAUL DUBOIS, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 27, 2014.  

 

16. FROM KAREN DIXON, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 14, 2014.  

 

17. FROM HELGA CIANCIULLO, a notice of personal injury sustained on 

December 16, 2013.  

 

18. FROM PATRICIA BARCA, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 23, 2014.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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