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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, March 2, 2015 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL - All Present 

 

  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 
CCM Minutes of 10-6-14 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

 

 

REMOVE 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-18, 

regarding the redevelopment of vacant properties located at 21 Hooker Avenue, 

36 Gifford Avenue and 263 Church Street.  

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM BUILDING INSPECTOR BECK, a communication regarding the 

implementation of the vacant property bond ordinance. 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of March 2, 2015 

 

 2 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Charles Davenport 35H Alpine Drive 
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Adam Ichen 28 Terrace Lane: thanks the council for putting his resolution on the 

agenda – advocates for campaign finance reform. 

 

Darrett Roberts 148 Franklin Street: thinks that anyone should be able to run for 

council despite not having the funds to do so – Wheaton Park should be kept for the 

people, it’s a public park. 

 

Mark Marinoff Miller Road:  
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Ivy Green 124 Raymond Avenue: as someone who came from outside of the city she 

thinks Wheaton Park should remain a park and the Pelton Mansion should be preserved, 

it’s a valuable resource to bring tourists and interest to Poughkeepsie – the vacant and 

abandoned property bond is not enforced and it should be. 

 

Suzanne Gillespie 9 Arnold Boulevard: thanks Councilmember Hermann for arranging 

the 8th ward meetings – arts initiative is important, helps make areas more pleasant, wants 

the common council and mayor to look favorably on it. 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catharine Street: congratulates the DPW for cleaning up Catharine St 

– unopened drains which should be opened due to weather – thinks the city has handled 

snow removal and street clearing well this year – why didn’t we buy a snow melter, it 

would have been easier and more cost effective. 

 

Peter Van Aiken 94 Wilbur Boulevard: comments on Wheaton Park: understands that 

the city wants more residents but not supportive of selling public parkland which 

Wheaton Park is – campaign finance reform doesn’t cost any money, so we should go 

with that instead. 

 

Harvey Fladd 115 Academy Street: supports R-15-21 – snow removal, the real problem 

is Main St: it’s horrible and impassable. 

 

Tanya Pinea 16 Davies Place: endorses the campaign finance reform. Stated that 

Wheaton Park is an actual park, despite any misinformation given to you, both the Park 

and Pelton Mansion are important – talks need to be had about the jail within the 

chamber. 

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street:  
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Sheila Blanding 89 Cannon Street: doesn’t think the city should jump right in with the 

Enterprise proposal – let some of the young people looking for jobs remove snow in front 

of vacant properties to give them a job and something to do 

 

Carol Elkins 80 North Water Street: stated that she supports the campaign finance 

reform.  
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Collette Van Douzen 37 Delano Street: major parking issues near her, the city should 

offer some sort of deal 

 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Not Present  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas – assures everyone in the room that the council is in unanimous 

support of the vacant and abandoned property bond, but the administration has not 

implemented or enforced as it should be, and he doesn’t know why it hasn’t been – the 

council is all about saving and preserving parkland, there are plans to invest a lot of 

money into our parks, his opinion is that the Wheaton property is not a park 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R-15-17) 

 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
WHEREAS, there are now pending in Dutchess County Supreme Court tax review 
proceedings commenced in the years 2013 & 2014 by River Valley Realty Co., Inc. 
concerning certain parcels of real property in the City of Poughkeepsie seeking a reduction 
in the tax assessment rolls for those assessment years; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Assessor and Corporation Counsel recommend that settlement of 
these tax review proceedings on the terms and conditions set forth herein below;  
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 
approves the settlement on behalf of the City of Poughkeepsie of the tax review proceedings 
by River Valley Realty Co., Inc. bearing Dutchess County Index Nos. 2013-004002 & 2014-
050470 by reducing the assessments as set forth in the proposed Stipulation of Settlement 
annexed to this Resolution; and be it further  
 
RESOLVED, that the Mayor, the City Administrator, the Commissioner of Finance, the 
City Assessor and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized to take all action necessary 
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and appropriate to effectuate the terms of this Resolution including but not limited to the 
execution of a Stipulation, the obtaining of an Order from the Dutchess County Supreme 
Court embodying the above settlement and a refund or crediting of tax payments all in 
accordance with the above authorized settlement.  
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN  
 
R15-17 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the council that said resolution and draft 

agreement are between the City of Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County Office for the 

Aging, for Dial-A-Ride services, for the City of Poughkeepsie. It has been reviewed and 

found satisfactory by Corporation Counsel’s Office and the Transit Division. A provision 

has been made in the 2015 budget for the funding required by this Agreement. Dial-A-

Ride is a joint service transportation system for Senior Citizens and Handicapped 

individuals residing in the City of Poughkeepsie, Hyde Park, Fishkill, East Fishkill 

Wappingers Falls, Town of Poughkeepsie, and the Town of Northeast. Currently, Dial-A-

Ride takes elderly and disabled residents to any medical facility in the City and Town of 

Poughkeepsie, South Road shopping areas, Route 44 plazas and Adam’s Fairacre Farms, 

Walmart in Fishkill, and two medical facilities in LaGrange and East Fishkill.  

 

RESOLUTION  

(R-15-20) 
 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, Article 5G of the General Municipal Law encourages cooperation between 

municipalities and allows for contributory funding; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Department of Office for the Aging has run a joint 

service transportation system for various municipalities which service provides free door 

to door transportation for Senior Citizens and Handicapped individuals to a number of 

locations through Dutchess County; and  
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WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of entering into an agreement in order 

to continue the transportation service to those eligible in the City; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the terms of the Inter-municipal Agreement providing for the 

delivery of Dial-A-Ride services attached hereto are hereby approved; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the City Administrator are hereby authorized to execute 

this Agreement and to do all things necessary and convenient to give full effect to this 

Resolution.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN  

 
R15-20 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Hermann to receive and print. 
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RESOLUTION 

(R15-21) 
 

 INTRODUCED BY: COUNCILMEMBERS HERMANN AND PETSAS  

WHEREAS the City of Poughkeepsie has established over the course of its history 
numerous standing and ad-hoc boards, committees, and commissions to aid and 
advise in its mission of providing good governance, and, further, continues to enact 
such boards, committees, and commissions; and  

WHEREAS the City of Poughkeepsie has, under Chapter 2, Article VIII of its Code of 
Ordinances, codified the public’s access to records, mandating under section 2-101 
of the aforementioned Chapter that “access to such information should not be 
thwarted by shrouding it with the cloak of secrecy or confidentiality”; and  

WHEREAS the City of Poughkeepsie’s sovereign state of New York further fosters 
open government and free access to information under the state’s Freedom of 
Information Law (Public Officers Law §§ 84-90); and WHEREAS the City of 
Poughkeepsie maintains a website for the purposes of promoting the City and 
providing its citizenry with access to information;  

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 
determines that in accordance with the existing local and state access and open 
government laws that supporting documents relative to each of the aforementioned 
committees, boards, and commissions be readily accessible to the public for the 
purposes of open and transparent governance, including, but not limited to: 
 

● Meeting dates  
● Meeting locations 
● Meeting agendas 
● Meeting minutes  
● Member list 
● Dates of member terms 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that each committee, board, and commission, in 
further support of existing open government laws, will also make available to the 
public, the phone number and email address of its chairperson and a list of its 
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members and a generic city e-mail address with which each individual member may 
receive electronic mail; and,  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a resolution entitled “Publication of Committee, 
Board, and Commission Directory” be and is hereby introduced to the Common 
Council of the City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; 
and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution mandates the aforementioned 

information be posted to the City’s Websites in a timely and uniform manner as 

outlined below:  

● Documents are to be published in a subdirectory of the website created for 
each active committee, board, and commission;   

● Each sub-directory is to be accessible through a link on the home page’s 
navigation menu;  

● New documents such as timely agendas and minutes are to be posted within 
two days of their availability; changes to existing documents such as member 
lists/directories are to be posted within five days of their amending action.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor, City Administrator, Chamberlain, and 
Web manager are hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give 
effect to the terms of this resolution.  
 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
 
R15-21 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 
 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM BUILDING INSPECTOR BECK, a communication regarding 

the implementation of the vacant property bond ordinance. 

 

2. FROM CARDINAL ASSETS, a presentation on rehabilitation projects 

undertaken in the City of Poughkeepsie. 
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3. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, March 2015 Annual Financial Report.  
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4. FROM KLEIN VARBLE & ASSOCIATES, P.C., a notice of personal 

injury sustained on November 12, 2014.  

 

5. FROM DARLENE SALINAS, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 10, 2015.  

 

6. FROM COUNCILMEMBER MALLORY AND COUNCILMEMBER 

HERMANN, a communication regarding the Council’s support of the 

State Campaign Finance Reform Bill.  
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember McClinton – asked Corporation Counsel Ackerman about the 

supermarket – asked about Hooker Ave –wonders what is going on with everything in the 

city. Inquired about the resolution about the city taking the properties in auction. Wanted 

to know about police department cars, and mentions sanitation fee issues. Expressed 
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annoyance that things keep getting removed from the agendas and at certain department 

heads not being in attendance.  

 

Councilmember Perry – asked to be included in the weekly meeting that Chairman 

Petsas offered to set up with Councilmember McClinton and Corporation Counsel 

Ackerman 

 

Councilmember Johnson – RFP drafts 

 

Councilmember Ackerman – RFP drafts 

 

Councilmember Mallory – asked council leadership to set up a meeting of the whole 

 

Councilmember Rich – snow: emergencies, spending, removal – decide how the council 

is going to handle old and new business  

 

Councilmembers McClinton and Rich – Councilmember McClinton accuses 

Councilmember Rich of (verbally) attacking her, Councilmember Rich tells her to be 

quiet multiple times and that she is out of order and disrespectful, Councilmember 

McClinton tells him no he is, Chairman Petsas tries to get the meeting back on track, 

Councilmembers McClinton and Rich both tell the other to leave 

 

Councilmember Rich (con’t) – thinks that the unfinished business portion needs to be 

fixed – snow emergency is very important – thinks no one should scream at each other 

 

Councilmember Petsas – expresses sympathy that this is a tough job no matter how long 

any of them has been at it, extends the invitation of the weekly meeting to every 

councilmember who feels they aren’t heard – stop signs at Delafield and Spruce – 400 

cited homes last snow storm – report on number of police cars that are out of service 

 

Councilmember Hermann Inquired about sanitation billing.  

 

Councilmember Klein wanted to know the status of the charter review commission, and 

inquired about youth program reform. 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Johnson – asked Commissioner of Public Works Gent about road 

repair. 

 

Councilmember Perry – asked Commissioner of Public Works Gent about police 

department vehicles, and the status of their repairs, and the fire department equipment. 

 

Councilmember Johnson – asked Commissioner of Public Works Gent about BIDS 
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Councilmember McClinton –asked Commissioner of Public Works Gent about LED 

lights – police cars – sidewalk issues – thanked Commissioner of Public Works Gent for 

his hard work – asked about removal of two handicap signs. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Petsas and Vice Chair Rich to adjourn the meeting at 

9:10 p.m. 

 

Dated:  July 30, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, March 2, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 

 

 

 

 
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, March 2, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

 

I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of October 6, 2014 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
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V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

17, approving the settlement of a Tax Certiorari proceeding for 140 Main 

Street.  

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

18, regarding the redevelopment of vacant properties located at 21 Hooker 

Avenue, 36 Gifford Avenue, and 263 Church Street.  

 

3. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

20, authorizing the Mayor to enter into an agreement with Dutchess 

County Loop for Dial a ride Transportation Services. 

 

4. FROM COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN AND CHAIRMAN 

PETSAS, Resolution R15-21, requiring the publication of information 

with regard to boards and committees. 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

7. FROM BUILDING INSPECTOR BECK, a communication regarding 

the implementation of the vacant property bond ordinance. 

 

8. FROM CARDINAL ASSETS, a presentation on rehabilitation projects 

undertaken in the City of Poughkeepsie. 
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9. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, March 2015 Annual Financial Report.  

 

10. FROM KLEIN VARBLE & ASSOCIATES, P.C., a notice of personal 

injury sustained on November 12, 2014.  

 

11. FROM DARLENE SALINAS, a notice of property damage sustained on 

February 10, 2015.  

 

12. FROM COUNCILMEMBER MALLORY AND COUNCILMEMBER 

HERMANN,  a communication regarding the Council’s support of the 

State Campaign Finance Reform Bill.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. EXECUTIVE SESSION: The Council anticipates a motion to adjourn to 

Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the medical, financial, 

credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation. 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


