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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, March 4, 2013 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL  

 

  All Present 

  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:  

 
CCM 9-19-12 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Chairman Mallory Voter    

     
 

 
PH 11-19-12 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Chairman Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Bernard Daisley - 6 High Street – I have two items I’d like to address.  Dutchess 

County is having its 300
th

 Year Anniversary and has asked schools in Dutchess County to 
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submit an essay for the essay competition in Dutchess County.  So far, since February 

27
th

 (I think it is), there have been 500 responses came in.  Not one was from the City of 

Poughkeepsie.  This is the second time I’m dealing with an issue in education of our 

young people.  We want to build jails for them, but we are missing in educating them.  

Are our teachers not qualified or not willing to go to After School programs?    This is a 

question I’d like to see addressed urgently.  The deadline is March 18
th

.  We are two 

weeks away; not a response…we have [responses] from Stissing, Spackenkill, Ketchum, 

Webatuck, Pawling, Brinkerhoff, Fishkill Plains, Kinney Road and Eugene Brooks – not 

one from the City of Poughkeepsie.  The City is not educating our children.  Second issue 

is that on March 7
th

, Dutchess County is planning to pass a resolution saying that 

Dutchess County does not support the New York Safe Act.  As a resident of the City of 

Poughkeepsie, and one year after the death of our City Police Detective and when the 

residents are not interested in the protection of our peoples, probably because of some 

ulterior motives, the NRA trying to make sure that they get their guns sold.  We are 

putting our security forces at risk, because if you want to put guns that can destroy a 

“vest,”  destroy armored vehicles and put them in the hands of ordinary citizens, 

something is wrong in the way we are thinking.  Our Common Council must lend or 

should encourage our representatives at the County to refrain from going along with that 

vote and I will be there petitioning them on Thursday.  Thank you. 

 

Nathaniel Almeida - 186 Union Street – Member of the Board of Trustees for the 

Poughkeepsie Public Library District, representing the City of Poughkeepsie.  I want to 

thank the Council for using their “Common sense in voting appropriately for the 

appropriations necessary for ‘our’ library district.”  I would say though, next time, in the 

future, you should get yourselves more familiar with the library district and how it 

functions; how it’s operated. Meetings are held every 4
th

 Wednesday.  It’s open to the 

public.  You’re more than welcome to come join us, get a little education on the process.  

If you have questions, we’re always willing to answer any questions that the public has, 

although nobody ever comes to our meetings, which is a problem.  I would encourage 

you, as elected officials (it is your responsibility) to make sure that you know all areas of 

government; direct or indirect, so I would like to introduce you all to our meetings. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  What time? 

 

Nathaniel Almeida:  7:00p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Kind of long, but it’s necessary. 

 

Ken Stickle - 118 Catherine Street – I noticed that the City of Poughkeepsie got a little 

wake-up call from Forbes Magazine, about being a miserable place.  I don’t care what 

anybody on this Council says, Poughkeepsie is miserable.  Take a ride on Main Street on 

the weekend.  The streets are littered with garbage.  You don’t call that miserable?  You 

don’t call that misery?  Take a ride over [to] Academy Street on Fridays.  We have no 

parking 9-12.  I haven’t seen a street sweeper over on Academy in I don’t know how 

long…I still got leaves on the front of some of the properties.  Take a ride over [to] 

Catharine Street.  I have a section of Catharine Street [where] there’s no alternate side of 

the street parking.  I don’t know the last time a saw a street sweeper come down my 

street, but the section between Mansion and the highway, they never get the left side 

when they do come through, because we don’t have alternate side of the street 
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parking…come to think of it, there’s none on Conklin Street, on a section of Garden 

Street…right on down the line.  So this is misery; this is miserable.  We have a filthy city.  

Let’s get the street sweeper out.  We had some nice weather.  I raked and swept the front 

of my yard and house.  You couldn’t believe all the garbage I picked up from the curb 

out.  It would be nice for everyone to come out and clean up their front yard on nice days.  

Goes along with Forbes that it’s miserable.  Add Clinton Street to the list and some of the 

storm drains have weeds growing out of them, come on, guys.  Start going around and 

looking at your wards.  Contact the new City Administrator, Commissioner of Public 

Works and ask Mr. DuPilka for the equipment to come out.  We have the equipment – 

let’s clean the City up.  Who wants to put a business on Main Street if you think about it.  

As nasty as it looks, I can’t blame anybody for not wanting to come into the City, and we 

keep seeing we’re bringing business in.  Where?  What are we putting in here?  Another 

haircutting place, another beauty parlor, another nail place, another bodega?  Let’s get 

something that really will bring jobs into the area.  You’re never going to get a company 

to come in here unless you clean the City up.  If you want to start cleaning it up, instead 

of sending people to the Dutchess County Jail, put ’em out on the street, cleaning and 

sweeping up for their fines.  Stop sending them to the jail, costing the taxpayers more and 

more money.  Let’s use the help that we have [available to us].  Thank you.   

 

Constantine Kazolias - 47 Noxon Street – First, I want to apologize for the way I took 

Milo across the coals when he was Finance Commissioner, and I hope we get a CPA in 

his place, but then again, like everybody else in society, we’re living from hand to mouth.  

So was the City when they were doing the finances.  I can’t fault them on that, but then 

again…as  Stickle was saying, ‘you can’t cut 40 people from DPW.  You’re cutting 

manpower’ so that’s what’s happening.  Also, you cut a man from the Water Treatment 

Plant, which is something else, that you’re probably aware of.  Asked what was 

happening with the roof leak at City Hall since a $100,000 bond was supposed to fix it.  

Also stated that the Sanitation fee in Beacon cut its fees in half – if not better, by 

recycling.  This library bonding is inequitable.  We have to take it on our rating, and the 

Town has 60/40 – they have the “Lion’s Share.”  More importantly, I had an epiphany 

today.  After reading about the Rhinebeck IDA, it was very informative.  I thought we 

had one here, but the County took over.  The County comes in…they can do what they 

want to do…like pilots.  They can be like a dictator.  They can cut out the library, the 

City, the water districts, etc.  Pilots are killing the City and we don’t need any more pilots 

as far as I’m concerned.  That’s why we’re under such financial stress – a financially 

distressed City.  I don’t want to go on and on.  I know you’ve got your hands full.  By the 

way, that IDA meeting is at 8:00 a.m., but you people probably don’t want to get up that 

early, or some of you have to go to work, but I’m going and will present the City’s case 

as far as I’m concerned.  I hear it’s still negotiating but the point is, we should get some 

of the action; if not, then we should do away with pilots completely.  I feel very strongly 

about that.  You know where I’m coming from John, Mr. Mayor – whatever you want me 

to call you, but I feel very strongly about it because pilots have killed the City.  We’re 

looking for help…and financial aid is…we have to look into ourselves instead of looking 

for the outside to come in.  No more pilots!  Tell them to take the plane and go 

somewhere else as far as I’m concerned.  Thank you for your time. 
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Doug Nobiletti - 145 Academy Street – I missed the public hearing for the nomination 

of 87 South Hamilton [Street], but I did want to encourage you to look at it favorably.  

Look at the willingness of a property owner to take their property and put in on the 

Historic listings, which does have some future limitations in what they can do with the 

exterior of that property.  But, look at the willingness to commit to doing so on behalf of 

the City.  Because some people’s first reaction is that it’s restrictive, it’s problematic, etc.  

The truth is, it’s actually the opposite.  It gives the City its value.  It helps show that the 

city cares about its assets.  It wants to preserve and protect them, as this Ordinance which 

we forged by fire…it took a while, but it has good intent, good purpose and, if we can 

find the mechanism to encourage the City as a whole to find the means to improve its 

look, along with what Mr. Stickle said.  Obviously, trash is a major issue.  Many of you 

know that from a Main Street perspective, that before you, is a point of attention that is 

sorely needed.  But, the whole look of the City, if we lift it, we all gain.  Since you’re all 

City residents, you all gain as well.  Thank you for your time. 

   

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Thank you Mr. Chairman, members of the Council, good evening all 

members of the public.  Thank you for coming out tonight, for tonight’s meeting.  First of 

all, I’d like to remind everyone that the Annual Easter Egg Hunt is fast approaching and 

that will be on Saturday, March 30th, down at Waryas Park.  John Flowers and his 

“elves” do a tremendous job.  Each year, it kicks off bright and early at 8:00 a.m. and 

goes to 2:00 p.m. from ages 8 to 80…I think that’s what the poster says.  So, come on 

down and enjoy a great day of Easter Egg hunting down in Waryas Park on March 30th.   

I have to disagree with Poughkeepsie being a miserable city.  In fact, Forbes Magazine, a 

few months back rated us No. 6 as being one of the best cities to raise a family.  When 

they make these ratings, they tie you all into alliance numbers, which include Newburgh 

and Middletown numbers.  If you really went on to read it, it talked about the weather 

and it talked about getting from one end of town to the other.  In fact, when they rated us 

10 months ago as being one of the best cities…the top 6 cities.  They talked about the 

crime rate is one of the lowest in the nation.  Now, that doesn’t mean that Poughkeepsie 

or other cities don’t have challenges, because we all have challenges, and I must say that, 

the minute our new City Administrator was appointed, he dived right in to some of these 

key issues:  Quality of life, sanitation concerns raised at the meetings, meeting with 

Department Heads right in the first week, meeting with the Commissioner of Public 

Works on the issues and needs and challenges of that department.  Those issues will be 

tackled head on, so I don’t want anyone to think that their concern(s) is not being noticed.  

We hear you and we will aggressively dealing with those issues and the office of 

Corporation Counsel is working diligently with the members of the Union to negotiate 

the opportunity of providing a staggered work week schedule, that would be able to assist 

us to collectively work together to address the cleanliness in areas – particularly on 

weekends, where we see a lot of the activity take place in our central business district or 

in our parks.  That’s a positive step in the right direction and again, we’ll continue to 

work with everyone and the members of the Council as we deal with a variety of issues 

that are before us.  Also in your agenda tonight is 87 South Hamilton Street which I fully 

support the nomination and designation of a Historic home that graces its street.  Now, as 

Mr. Horner said, “You will have bookends on both ends of the block.”  That is a true 
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testament to the neighbors and residents along South Hamilton Street.  I have one more 

thing.  On your desks this evening, I did provide a letter from the Deputy Secretary of 

HUD [Dept. of Housing and Urban Development] informing all elected leaders about the 

$85 Billion and possible budgetary cuts due to sequestration going into effect.  As you 

can see, they’re anticipating a 5% or more reduction for 2013; that includes CDBG, 

HOME, HOPWA and ESG, and you see the impacts on those who depend on the subsidy 

the most – in those areas of need.  So again, I just wanted to make the Council aware of 

that.  Of course, that also hinders timetables in relation to when we receive funds.  If you 

remember last year’s cycle, we did not receive 2012 CDBG funds until August.  The 

season’s almost over when it comes to certain projects that you’re trying to get done 

within that fiscal year and HUD requires you to meet a timeliness portion, because they 

want you to spend and draw down all the money within a particular time, and it becomes 

very challenging in that, but this letter is at least making us aware of what challenges face 

us in relation to these federal programs that we desperately depend on. 

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Good evening.  Since the beginning of this year, the Council has 

pursued very effort to monitor our finances in a more thorough way.  First, we will be 

receiving monthly reports on revenues and expenditures, and now with the resolution 

presented by Councilman, Joe Rich later this evening, on informing the Council, prior to 

transferring any unencumbered, appropriated funds.  We are working with the Mayor and 

his staff to provide the proper checks and balances.  Also before this Council is a 

resolution appointing the nominees to the Waterfront Advisory Committee. This Council 

would like to thank Majority Leader Boyd, Minority Leader Parise and Common 

Councilmember Rich for taking on additional responsibilities of interviewing and making 

the selection.  For those that expressed an interest to serve on the WAC and weren’t 

selected, thank you for your interest and please apply again for other volunteering 

positions, when they become available and it is something you’re interested in.  For those 

that served as Council appointees, who will no longer be serving, the Council would like 

to expresses their gratitude for the time and their effort.  In addition, this Council is 

accepting letters of interest for those wanting to sit on the Board of Assessors Review.  

Notices have been posted on the City’s website for over two weeks.  The deadline is this 

Friday, March 8
th

.  You can drop off the letter at the Chamberlain’s office, or you can 

email her at dflynn@cityofpoughkeepsie.com.  Finally, in reference to our schools, I had 

a conversation with the president of the School Board, Ralph Coates and now know that 

the school district is pursuing a School Superintendant.  During that conversation, I was 

pleased to hear our liaisons, Majority Leader Boyd and 5
th

 Ward Councilwoman Perry to 

be a part of that process, and I acknowledge and thank them for being part of that 

process.  I also want to thank President Coates for including us in that process. 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print.  

 

mailto:dflynn@cityofpoughkeepsie.com


 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of March 4, 2013  

 

 6 

Councilmember Mallory: Before us today, as I shared earlier, is through two weeks of 

work from the members of the Council that I’ve shared beforehand.  Before us is Arnie 

Serotsky, Harvey Flad and Lynn Spens as the selection before the Council, as our 

appointees.  With what Nina Boyd had presented before us two weeks ago, as far as 

limiting the selections by the Mayor and this Council, we should hope to have a more 

productive Waterfront Advisory Committee that could meet the needs of our 

development and our community’s concerns.  Also, with this resolution of the Council 

selection of Chairperson, who is Arnie Serotsky.  We look forward with the Mayor and 

his nominees and selections when they come on.  Again, I’d like to thank Council 

members Boyd, Parise and Rich for their effort and time.  Are there any comments to be 

made? 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Yes, we did meet and got to talk with all of the applicants, save 

one and we did that by phone.  We had 8 great applicants, which is wonderful.  The 

problem is, we only had 3 openings.  So, I appreciate all of you folks that applied and I 

especially, the 3 of you that will be appointed and I hope that you will be starting your 

work very soon. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I just want to thank all the applicants for applying.  Everyone 

was well qualified in this responsibility and it was a very tough decision to make.  I think 

we’ll have a great committee, and we’ll get some definite answers as to exactly what’s 

going on with the Waterfront. 

 

Councilmember Parise:  Yes, I just want to echo the words from Chairman Rich and 

Majority Leader Boyd.  I want to thank all 8 applicants were so well, well...it was so hard 

for us…they answered all of our questions; their heart was in the City.  They were very 

dedicated and it was a very tough decision.  I want to thank all 8.  The 3 that were picked, 

I know will do a great job.  I know their heart and souls were in this, which made our 

selection a little easier.  So, thank you and good luck.   

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-13-26) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER SOLOMON 

 

WHEREAS, there currently exists vacancies on the Waterfront Advisory Committee 

which the Common Council is desirous of filling; and  

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Section 18 ½-5(b) the Common Council shall 

appoint three members to the Waterfront Advisory Committee and shall further appoint 

the committee chair; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has solicited members of the community who are 

interested in serving on such board, and has interviewed those who have submitted their 

names; and  
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WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Poughkeepsie and its citizens that the 

Waterfront Advisory Board should have a full complement of members in order to 

properly conduct the business required of the Board;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

appoints the following individuals to the Waterfront Advisory Committee for a two (2) 

year term: 

   Arnie Serotsky 

   Harvey Flad 

   Lynn Spens  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby appoints the 

following member as Chair: 

 

   Arnie Serotsky 

     

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD  

 
R13-26 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Chairman Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Solomon and seconded by 

Councilmember Boyd to receive and print. 

 

Councilmember Rich:   In making up this resolution, I relied upon our Chairman and 

our Corporation Counsel, Paul Ackermann in doing some research and coming to a 

conclusion as to what we could do under our Charter.  Basically, what we’re trying to do 

with this resolution and other activities is to become more of an overseer, an ombudsman 

– a person who looks at the budget, while it’s being formulated, of course, because that’s 

our job.  But, also, after we have our final budget to see that everything is working 

appropriately, and that things are going well.  The budget is a plan of action for an entire 

year.  Therefore, we should be careful to know that things were going the way we would 

like, and if they’re not, then we should know that too. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I agree with this resolution, in excess of $25,000 but I wish it 

was less.  Like $15,000 and I wish there was a time limit on it.  Say you can’t transfer 

funds in excess of $25,000 in 15 or 20 days, by the time the end of the month occurs, and 

we allow this transfer of funds, we could have $100,000 at some point (if you take 4 
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times $25,000).  So, I just wish it was a lesser amount and that there was some sort of 

time limit on it. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We, the Administration wholeheartedly supports the resolution that is 

before you.  We thank leadership and Councilmember Rich for bringing us forward.  This 

strengthens the case of the City Administrator and Commissioner of Finance, as we 

proceed and work through the budget year and working with our Department Heads and 

Division Heads in making those departments aware of those monetary actions of over 

$25,000.  So, we do support this resolution and it strengthens the Administration’s case to 

the workforce.             

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-13-27) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of having a 

better understanding of the fiscal condition of the City of Poughkeepsie through regular 

reporting of the fiscal year budget; and  

 

WHEREAS, while Section 7.05 (g) permits the Commissioner of Finance to transfer 

unencumbered funds from one general classification of expenditure to another general 

classification of expenditure within the same department, the Council desires to be timely 

notified of such transfer in order to sufficiently understand the exact financial condition 

of the City ; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

request that Commissioner of Finance notify the Common Council prior to transferring 

any unencumbered appropriation balance from one general classification of expenditure 

to another general classification of expenditure where such expenditure is in excess of 

$25,000; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that such notification shall appear as a communication 

from the Commissioner of Finance on the agenda of a regular meeting of the Common 

Council. 

     

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER SOLOMON 
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R13-27 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Rich Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Chairman Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

NONE 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM BLATT & KOPPELMAN, P.C., a notice of intent for The Last 

Train Stop, Inc. d/b/a Mahoney’s Irish Pub & Steakhouse to obtain a 

Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

2. FROM ERNESTINE BROWN, a notice of property damage sustained 

on January 10, 2013. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

3. FROM JAMES AND THERESA NEAL, a notice of intent to renew 

Slim’s Lounge Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, the March 1
st
 Financial Report. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. As placed on your desk, as by Code due to 

you, is the March 1
st
 Annual Financial Report which consists of both this narrative and 

both the highlighted graphs that accompany it.  This detailed report highlights the annual 

overview that supports the General Fund, The Water Fund, Sewer and Transit, Debt 

Service, GASB 45, the Tax Cap.  The next item as well the Quarterly Reports which 

dates from October 1
st
 until December 31, 2012 from all departments is received.  Please 

review the Fourth Quarterly report for 2012.  Again, any questions or concerns, please 

bring those to myself or the City Administrator in relation to both of these reports.  See 

attached Financial Report dated March 1, 2013. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Asked where the negative fund balance amounts are 

depicted in the report (Sedore Report).  She was unable to find any of this information in 

the graphs contained in the 2013 Financial Report.  She is worried because it comes to 

many millions of dollars.  Unlike our bonded debt, we don’t hear how we’re paying this 

negative balance back.  Asked who we owe all this money to.  I’m speaking from the 

2011 Sedore Report showing that the City is at a negative $8.3 Million.  Who are our 

creditors?  
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Mayor Tkazyik:  That is in relation to the assets that was explained to you in relation to 

the fund balance amount.  You will see that General Overview explanation in this report.  

City Administrator Bunyi, if you want to elaborate on that. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  The question, I guess is, “Who do we owe money to?”  Our 

single biggest debt is obviously…which is part of the whole assets of the City, is our 

outstanding debt.   We have Accounts Payable.  When we do the year-end financials, it’s 

a picture…it’s December 31
st
 of whatever the end of the year is.  There are vendors there 

that we owe money to who will be paid, the first of the month, the first of the following 

month, or at least no later than March.  The due to’s and the due from’s, I think is what 

you’re asking, is the due to’s and the due from’s which are basically, monies that are 

between funds of the city.  

 

Councilmember Solomon:  No, I’m not.  I’m asking about the negative fund balance.  

They said that we had overspent by $8.3 Million and I want to know who we owe the 

money to. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I’m not sure, but if you want, I will get you a list of all the 

vendors that we owe money to as of December 31, 2011, which the audit is for. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You’re talking about Debt Service payments, Pensions, Health 

Insurance Costs… 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  No I’m not talking about bonded debt.  I’m talking about 

what Sedore was mentioning; that we are “In the Hole”…now I’m wondering, other than 

the New York State Pension System, I can’t imagine any place where we could borrow 

all that money. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We haven’t borrowed any money, Ma’m.  It’s 

basically…again, I go back…when you’re working with a Balance Sheet, which is the 

basis for a fund balance, what you’re working out of, is assets and liabilities.  When 

you’re working with assets and liabilities, I guess the best way I can give it to you is; 

you’ve got your Cash, Investments, Accounts Receivables and everything owed to you 

(by other governments, other vendors, etc.), and at the bottom end, what you have is your 

liabilities; which is, your Accounts Payables and a depreciation of your assets and your 

debt service.  What it comes down to is; if you want me to, I can get you a list of our 

Accounts Payable. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I’m confused here.  I’m quite sure that the Sedore Company 

to us that we overspent by $2 million dollars.  How can they say that?  It doesn’t seem to 

square with what you’re telling me. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Basically we’re looking at 2 or 3 different statements.  On 

the one hand, they were discussing the Operating results of the City.  That is, revenue 

minus expenses.  The City has been spending more that its revenues – not only in the last 

4 years; if you remember, this City had over $10 Million over in fund balance going back 

to 2004 and 2005, and it’s been a continuing challenge to the City - that’s one report.  
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Then you’ve got the Balance Sheet, which is where you pull your fund balance report 

from, and the fund balance is basically a statement of your assets.  Assets are combined 

with both liquid and non-liquid assets vs. liquid and non-liquid liabilities. So what it 

comes down to is, your assets now are basically about $8 Million less than it was 4 years 

ago.  That’s why you have a negative fund balance.  The third financial report you have is 

your Cash Flow, which the City has cash.  So we are paying our day to day vendors, our 

bills, insurance, pensions.  But, at the end of the day, you go back to the balance sheet, it 

is your assets that have deteriorated by over $8 Million because you continually run a 

deficit operation. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  That is very discouraging.  So, how do we change that?    

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  We had a meeting with the Department Heads the other 

day, as part of the introduction into my coming in (as City Administrator).  We are in the 

process of trying to get everybody, like the Common Council to review their finances on 

a monthly basis so they can see where the expenses are coming from.  The second thing 

we’re doing is having a follow-up meeting.  Our goal, depending on the size of the 

department is to look at a 5 -10% savings from every department from now to the end of 

the year.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Another big component is to look for new sources of revenue.  There 

will be two big issues coming forward, that we will discuss with Council leadership in 

relation to looking for new ways for revenue sources as we proceed to prepare for the 

2014 Budget process.  We’ll be lining up revenues with expenses.  That’s something we 

did with the 2013 Budget.  It represents the real numbers. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I think Sedore explained it emphatically a couple of times:  

The way you turn around a fund balance is very simple – It is making sure that your 

revenues minus the expenses has a surplus.  It starts off with a realistic budget, then 

finding the revenues and then finding savings in the expenses.  Our goal for the rest of 

this year is to see a 5-10% surplus in terms of the revenue vs. expenses. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  You expect at the end of the year that negative fund balance 

will be… 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Part of it. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Part of it will be taken care of? 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Yes, Ma’am. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Also, you have to take into account, the opportunity in relation to new 

revenue sources. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  …and no snow. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  No, snow, right. 
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Councilmember Rich:  I have read the 2010 – 2011 Audit by Sedore Co. of our City.   I 

also got a copy of the Moody’s Report – which is more for people interested in buying 

our bonds, I guess (one of the things).  One of the problems we’ve had for the last 5 

years, our revenues were below our expenditures.  Then the question is, “Why?”  One 

thing was pretty obvious was that we’ve kept property tax rate stable; hasn’t been raised 

by much, if at all.  However, if you think in terms of people who don’t get pay raises for 

5 years and have to pay for the same things, causing an increase in expenses and a 

decrease in revenue, inflation occurs.  This is what happens when people don’t get raises 

in their job – if they have a job.  So we have to decide what we want to do.  Do we want 

to cut services, even more than we have [already]?  For example, Police Chief Ron 

Knapp stated that in 2007 there were 107 authorized (uniformed) police – we now have 

96 in 2013.  The same thing goes for Firefighters and DPW.  Our services have been 

reduced.  Despite that, we have been unable to balance our End of Year Report that 

Sedore gives us, simply due to a lack of revenue for the expenditures that we said were in 

the budget.  That’s why, in all honesty, we had to go to some kind of revenue 

enhancement this year.  A lot of people don’t like it, but there was no choice without 

getting rid of our Sanitation Department totally.  We had to get new revenue.  We could 

do it in the General Fund, by raising property taxes; the Mayor suggested that it would be 

a 16% tax increase if we kept Sanitation on board, instead of laying them off – everybody 

on their own; privatization for the whole city.  We didn’t do that.  We didn’t have enough 

people in support of a property tax increase on this Council or in the Mayor’s office.  We 

had to do something.  Sedore and Moody’s said we did a good thing.  We had to raise 

revenues or services would have to be drastically cut. We call that the Sanitation User 

Fee.  Some people complained to me, “Why didn’t you just raise taxes?”  Property taxes, 

sure, but you got to have the Mayor’s support, or if you don’t have the Mayor’s support, 

you’ve got to have 6  votes on the Council.  We didn’t have 6 votes, so we couldn’t raise 

your property taxes, but we did not want to leave this City without any garbage program.  

We’re called, “Tree City, or Queen City,” and I don’t want it to be called, “Rat City.”  

We’re in dire straits and we’re not alone.  Many other cities – from small to medium are 

also going through the same thing.  They’re in deep trouble.  We’re trying to stave off a 

receivership, where the State takes over.  We have to raise property taxes.  It’s the only 

way we have to raise revenue.  The sales tax was reduced by the County by $2.3 Million.  

We’ve got a big time, severe problem.  Both Moody’s and Sedore congratulated us for 

having the “guts” to make the decision to charge a user fee for sanitation.  That we would 

not allow this vital service to go “down the drain, 100%.”  Our other vital services, Police 

and Fire are also being “hit,” although no one talks about those.  You’ve got to make a 

choice:  How much service do you want, how much are you willing to pay?  And, how 

vital is it to have quality services.  I say, “If you want to have a decent place to live, 

you’ve got to have quality services. 
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5. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 4th Quarter, Quarterly Report of 

2012.  
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I have a couple of questions.  First, I asked for a list monthly 

invoices.  Got a list of expenses – that’s not what I asked for.  When you have a P-Card in 

Building and Grounds, you start off with “X” amount (in dollars) per month.  Those are 

the invoices that I wanted to see, not a list of expenses because I cannot figure out how 

much they had per month on their P-Card or how much was allowed on their P-Card and 

then subtract these expenses.  That’s what I need to see.  That’s number one.  Number 

two is, overtime in Fire.  Do not understand the list I was given.  I had asked how 
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$43,293.32 in overtime was paid to the Fire Department for the month of January.  I 

wanted it “Spelled out” to let the Council know how it was spent.  Asked for clarification 

on how it was spent. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Stated the answer was on page 2.  If you look at  2012, it’s 

$38,394.  The primary reason for that is that there is a two-day differential between the 

start of the year.  But, the answer to your question is on the last line:  January Actual 

Earned in December is $29,392 – if you want a true picture of the $43,293.32, you have 

to subtract the $29,392 which was earned all the way up to New Year’s Eve.  The reason 

that you have $43,393.32 is our reports, or our payroll is not based on December 31
st
.  

Payroll is based bi-weekly.  So you have 5 days of January, or 7 days of December that 

fall into January. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  That still doesn’t answer my question.  I wanted it “Spelled 

Out,” to know what that $43,293.32 was used for, besides overtime.     There couldn’t be 

enough fires in the month of January, for us to pay our firefighters over $43,000.   

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  I will ask the Fire Chief to spell out how the overtime was 

spent, Ma’am. 

 

 Councilmember Boyd:  Also, CDBG funds.  I believe that Paul Ackermann had an 

extension until March 7
th

…does anybody know anything about that? 

 

Chairman Mallory:  The filing time. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  The filing time…? Was it March 7
th

? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I don’t have the paperwork in front of me, but I know it was in 

March…and that will be on your next Council Agenda, the address. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Do we have any idea what we’re planning on doing about that? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We’re going to adopt an inter-municipal agreement with Dutchess 

County. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Why is that?  What would be the reason for that? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We already went through this.  The County is going to administer… 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  No, what would be a good reason for the City of Poughkeepsie 

to do that?  That’s the question.  Give me one good reason why the City of Poughkeepsie 

should give that to the County. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  The Administration is choosing to have the County administer the 

program. 
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Councilmember Boyd:  When it doesn’t cost the City any money whatsoever…in the 

budget. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I’m not going to have a debate. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Well, you still didn’t answer my question. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  I would like to have this inter-municipal agreement in my hands, 

well before the vote so that I could look it over.  This is an important step for us to do this 

and we need to think about it carefully.  As of yet, I have no idea what is in the inter-

municipal agreement, and I don’t want it on my desk that night.  I want it well before, so 

I can have time to think, and review and talk to people both in the Legislative and 

Executive Branch so we make the right choice of a possibility of an inter-municipal 

agreement with the County.  I’m not opposed to an inter-municipal agreement, it’s just 

the opposite…but I want to know if it’s in our best interest.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Johnson: At the last meeting, I believe I requested a presentation by 

Chris Reardon, of the Youth Division.  I would like an update especially concerning 

missing children and adults.  This is a nation issue of concern, and we have missing 

children in the City of Poughkeepsie.  I would also like to know…get an update of Youth 

Crime Gangs’ victims.  So, if that’s possible, I’m requesting a small presentation by 

Chris Reardon giving us an update on the Youth Division.  I believe that’s why…well, I 

made a point of getting him back into the budget, so now I would like to get an update. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Got a phone call about a rumor that was passed around and 

would like to know why it was passed and whether it was true or not?  The Sanitation 

workers are afraid of losing their jobs again.  Is Royal taking over the Transfer Station?  

If so, does that mean that we will be prioritizing [sic] and having our sanitation guys 

working for Royal?  Have you heard of any such rumor? Can we put our sanitation 

workers at ease if that’s not true? And, wherever they’re getting their information from, it 

should be stopped. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I have not heard of any rumor of that nature.  The Union should know, 

because in order to privatize, you need to bargain.  If they’re starting their own rumors, 

they know that to privatize, you need to bargain.  If you eliminate, you don’t need to 

bargain, which is what we proposed last budget.  That will never happen because we’ll 

never get to the table with it, so it’s all moot. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  So that rumor is false? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I’ve never heard it, I can’t speak to it. 
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XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  I’d just like to share for New Business, one item I shared 

earlier, that we are accepting letters of interest for those wanting to serve on the Board of 

Assessment Review.  Vice Chair Solomon has accepted the invitation to be one of the 

people interviewing.  If Minority Leader Parise, or other members of the minority would 

like to sit on that, you’re more than welcome.  I’ll keep you posted.  We’ll be doing the 

process with City Assessor, Gene DeMarco.  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairman Mallory and Councilmember Solomon seconded the 

motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Dated:  May 9, 2013 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, March 4, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, March 4, 2013 

6:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. Public Hearing regarding the proposed designation  

of 87 South Hamilton Street as a Local Historic Landmark 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL   
 

  

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of September 19, 2012 

Public Hearing of November 19, 2012 

Common Council Minutes of November 19, 2012 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

2. FROM CHAIRMAN MALLORY, Resolution R13-26, appointing 

members to the Waterfront Advisory Committee. 
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3. FROM COUNCILMEMBER RICH, Resolution R13-27, requesting 

notification by the Commissioner of Finance of the transfer of funds in 

excess of $25,000. 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM BLATT & KOPPELMAN, P.C., a notice of intent for The Last 

Train Stop, Inc. d/b/a Mahoney’s Irish Pub & Steakhouse to obtain a 

Liquor License.  

 

2. FROM ERNESTINE BROWN, a notice of property damage sustained 

on January 10, 2013.  

 

3. FROM JAMES AND THERESA NEAL, a notice of intent to renew 

Slim’s Lounge Liquor License.  

 

4. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, the March 1
st
 financial report.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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