
 

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, November 17, 2014  6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

 All Present  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

REMOVE 

  

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

4. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL VALK, Resolution R14-74, 

introducing a Local Law amending the sign ordinance to allow the Building Inspector to 

approve certain signs. 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

3. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Local Law LL-14-5, approving 

to over-ride the tax cap.  

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

2.  FROM SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT RALPH COATES, YVONNE FLOWERS 

AND TYRELL BENNERMON, a communication regarding the Student Athlete 

Basketball Program.  



IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Darrett Roberts 148 Franklin Street 

 

Mae Parker-Harris 16 Allen Place 

 

Mike Butts 7 Lown Court  

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catherine Street  

 

Penny Lewis 28 Harrison Street 

 

Randall Johnson 52 Manitou Avenue  

 

Arnie Serotsky 188 South Grand Avenue  

 

Sheila Blanding 89 Cannon Street 

 

Gwen Johnson 52 Manitou Avenue  



 



 
Holly Whalberg 35 Garfield Place 

 

Peter Bernard 110 Mill Street 

 



 
 

Lou Strippoli 145 Mill Street 

 



Harvey Flad 115 Academy Street 

 

Doug Nobiletti 145 Academy Street 

 

Mark Pasterich 1 Civic Center Plaza 

 

Debbie Gamiel 72 College Avenue 

 

Tanya Pinea 16 Davies Place 

 

Roger Christenfield 103 South Hamilton Street 

 

Mike Young 28 Barcley Street 

 

Denise   10 Rinaldi Blvd 

 

Ms. Squire Corlies Avenue 

 

Tron Melton Morgan Avenue  

 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  

 

Not Present  

           

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory  

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that said resolutions are SEQRA and 

Sale resolutions authorizing the sale on an unnumbered lot on Church Street to Ethan Allen 

Personnel Group and another resolution accepting a gift of real property from Ethan Allen for 

204 Church Street. This is an in-kind swap of property. This request comes from Councilmember 

Petsas who is desirous of preserving 204 Church Street. It should be noted that as a condition of 

the swap, Ethan Allen will put a restrictive covenant in the deed limiting the use of the property 

to commercial and not residential. This City has been unable, at this time, to find a buyer willing 

to accept the property and rehabilitate.   

 

NEW YORK STATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW 



ACT (SEQRA) RESOLUTION REGARDING A SALE OF 

CERTAIN CITY OWNED PROPERTIES 

(R-14-70) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie is considering the sale of certain 

property in which the City of Poughkeepsie now has a possessory interest in known by its Tax 

Map No.: 6161-21-101984, an unnumbered parcel located on Church Street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers the proposed sale to be an Unlisted Action under 

Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.2 of the SEQRA regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council considers itself to be the only "involved agency" with respect 

to this proposed sale of properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has reviewed the proposed sale of properties in accordance 

with Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.11; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has considered the hereto attached Short Environmental 

Assessment Form (EAF) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: 

 

1. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(1) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action is subject to SEQRA; and 

 

2. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(2) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the action does not involve a federal agency; and 

 

3. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(3) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

determines that the above described action does not involve any other agencies; and 

 

4. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(4) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common Council 

classifies the above described action as an unlisted action.  The Common Council 

in making such classification considered Section 617.12 of Title 6 NYCRR and 

determined that the above action did not fall into any of the categories listed under 

Type I, and also considered Section 617.13 of NYCRR and determined that the 

above described action did not fit under any of the categories listed under Type II 

Actions, thus reaching the conclusion that it is to be considered an unlisted action; 

and 

 

5. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(5) the Common Council determines that the 

above described project will not require a long EAF since the short EAF provides 

sufficient information; and  

 



6. The Common Council officially makes a determination of non-significance in that 

the proposed sale of properties are not expected to result in a significant adverse 

impact on the environment and, therefore, the preparation of a draft environmental 

impact statement is not necessary; and 

 

7. This determination shall be considered a Negative Declaration for the purposes of 

Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

 

8. The City Chamberlain shall maintain a file of this determination as well as the 

attached EAF which is hereby made a part of this resolution. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 
R14-70 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 
 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-14-71) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has a possessory interest in real property known as Tax 

Map No.: 6161-21-101984 and located at unnumbered Church Street in the City of Poughkeepsie 

by reason of unpaid taxes, all of which is hereinafter referred to as the “Property”; and  

 

WHEREAS, the above mentioned Property has been offered for sale by the City in compliance 

with the policy for the sale of City owned property; and  

 

WHEREAS, an offer has been received to purchase the Property under certain circumstances from 

Ethan Allen Personnel Group for the sum of $10.00 with the condition that Ethan Allen gift to the 

city property located at 204 Church Street with certain conditions; and  

 



WHEREAS, the Administration of the City of Poughkeepsie, after consideration of the City’s 

policy for the sale of City owned property, has recommended that the City of Poughkeepsie accept 

this offer; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council hereby finds that the offer from Ethan Allen Personnel Group 

is the most favorable of the offers presented and that it is in the best interests of the City of 

Poughkeepsie to approve such offer; 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby makes the following determinations:  (a) 

that there is no existing municipal purpose or need for the Property, and (b) that the sale price and 

conditions imposed herein represent fair and adequate consideration for the conveyance; and be it 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that the offer from Ethan Allen Personnel Group to purchase the parcel located at 

unnumbered Church Street in the City of Poughkeepsie known as Grid #(s) 6161-21-101984 for 

the sum of $10.00 is hereby approved subject to the hereinafter mentioned conditions and subject 

to such other and further conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate; and 

be it further  

 

 

 

 

RESOLVED, that this sale is approved subject to the following conditions: 

 

A. the conveyance of title and the payment of the purchase price shall take place within 

ninety days of the date of this resolution, unless the Corporation Counsel shall grant 

such extension as he deems appropriate; 

B. Purchaser shall obtain a site plan approval and a building permit for the proposed 

redevelopment of the property into a parking lot within six (6) months of the date of 

closing of title;  

C. Purchaser shall obtain a valid Certificate of Occupancy for the Property within one 

(1) year after obtaining the building permit, unless the Corporation Counsel shall 

grant an extension as he/she deems appropriate;  

D. The transfer of title and Purchaser’s use of the Property shall be subject to all state, 

federal and local regulations including the City of Poughkeepsie and New York State 

Building Codes and the City of Poughkeepsie Zoning Ordinance and real property 

taxes coming due pursuant to law on and after the date of transfer of title; 

E. Purchaser shall accept such title to the real property as the City of Poughkeepsie is 

possessed of and agrees to accept such title by quitclaim deed subject to any defects 

or encumbrances as are of record; 

F. Purchaser agrees that he shall not use the agreed upon purchase price as a reason to 

grieve or otherwise contest the assessed value of the premises for purposes of real 

property taxation; and 



G. This sale shall be contingent upon Purchaser gifting to the City property commonly 

known as 204 Church Street in form and manner acceptable to Corporation Counsel; 

and 

G. Prior to the closing of title, Purchaser shall apply for and obtain the approval from 

the Planning Board and/or the Zoning Board of Appeals of any site plan approval or 

zoning variances required by law 

 

RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract for the above mentioned 

transaction provided such contract contains the terms contained herein together with such other 

terms and conditions which the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the Mayor, the 

City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 
R14-71 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-14-72) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  

 

WHEREAS, Ethan Allen Personnel Group have offered to convey title to a parcel of real 

property located at 204 Church Street in the City of Poughkeepsie and know as Grid No. 6161-

21-098986 as a gift to the City; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is interested in preserving the building which has be 

determined to have significant historical value to the Common Council and is presently pending 

confirmation as a local Historic Landmark; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has found it to be in the best interest of the City and the 

residents thereof to accept the offer; 

 



 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Poughkeepsie hereby accepts the gift from Ethan Allen 

Personnel Group of title to the real property known as Grid No. 6161-21-098986 and further 

described in a certain deed to them and recorded in the Dutchess County Clerk’s Office as 

Document No.: 02 2014 1626 on or about March 3, 2014; and be it further  

 

RESOLVED that the Mayor and the City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel be and 

they hereby are authorized and empowered to execute all documents and to take any steps 

necessary and convenient to give full effect to this Resolution.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 

 
R14-72 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 
R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-14-73) 
(amended 11/14/14) 

 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with CFR 24 Part 91, Consolidated Submission for Community 
Planning and Development Programs, the City of Poughkeepsie submitted a one year Action Plan in 
2007 which outlined proposed uses of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for 
that year; and 
 
WHEREAS, that plan allocated certain monies for the “Scattered Sidewalks” project; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Social Development Director has determined that the “Scattered Sidewalks” 
project came in under budget and a balance of $6,988.31 remains in such project and now 



recommends that this money be re-allocated to the “Hudson River Housing in-take facility” project 
and 2014 “Scattered Sidewalks”; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie desires to amend the 2007 Action 
Plan as approved by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and in accordance 
with the Social Development Director’s recommendation; and 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 
amendment of the 2007 Consolidated Action Plan to re-allocate the sum of $6,000 from the “Scatter 
Sidewalks (2007)” project to the “Hudson River Housing in-take facility” project and $988.31 to the 
“Scattered Sidewalks (2014)” project; and 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Hudson River Housing shall, include monies need to cover additional 
cost for the in-take center in future CDBG applications and no future reallocations will be made for 
this project; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 
authorizes the submission of the amendment to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 
R14-72 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

5. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that said resolution is adopting 

a Notice of Declaration of non-significance for the proposed amendments to the zoning 

code. By Resolution R14-65, the Common Council declared themselves lead agency for 

the purpose of SEQRA. This requires the Council to review the action for any potential 

adverse environmental conditions that might be a result of the underlying action. The action 

of rezoning is a Type I action under SEQRA because it involves the rezoning of property 

in excess of 25 acres. A review indicates that the rezoning is consistent with the City of 



Poughkeepsie’s Comprehensive Plan and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan. The 

rezoning will increase usable parkland and access to the waterfront. Additionally, the 

proposed zoning will result in a net decrease in density, protect scenic views and allow for 

less intense land uses.  

 

Based on the review, it is suggested that the Council adopt a Notice of Determinations: 

Negative Declaration as any impacts will be minimal.  

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-14-75) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council prepared and is in the process of adopting amendments to its 

Zoning Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council prepared and accepted Parts 1, 2 & 3 of the Full 

Environmental Assessment form, reviewed City Code and SEQRA regulations, and made the 

determination that the Proposed Action is a “Type I” Action under the State Environmental 

Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council by resolution R-14-65 made the determination that they wish 

to serve as Lead Agency and there are no other involved agencies under SEQRA for the purpose 

of this Action; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council, according to SEQRA, completed and accepted a Full 

Environmental Assessment form for Type I Actions of this kind that will serve as the basis of the 

Common Council’s determination of the environmental significance of this Action; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council reviewed and considered the “Poughkeepsie Waterfront 

Development Strategy” a public study undertook to analyze ways to strengthen its waterfront and 

link other key projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has reviewed and considered verbal and written comments 

from the public, Dutchess County Planning, Scenic Hudson, the Waterfront Advisory Committee 

and key stakeholders; and  

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to SEQRA Regulation 617.7, the Common Council of the 

City of Poughkeepsie has made a Determination of Significance of the Action and by this 

resolution issues a Negative Declaration. In coming to this determination, the Common Council 

considered areas of environmental concern, such as: topography/soils; vegetation, wildlife, and 

wetlands; surface and groundwater/hydrology and drainage; utilities; transportation; historical 

and archeological; municipal services; presences of an agricultural District; and land use and 



zoning. Based on the information available, and in consultation with the City of Poughkeepise’s 

Comprehensive Plan, and the Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan, the Common Council has 

determined that a Negative Declaration is hereby adopted because the impacts of the Action are 

individually and collectively minor in scale and scope and not environmentally significant; and 

be it further, 

 

RESOLVED that the City of Poughkeepsie will circulate its Notice of Determination of 

Significance, and Negative Declaration (attached), and supporting Full EAF to interested 

agencies pursuant to the regulations. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 

 
R14-75 

 Accepted 
 Accepted 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

VII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER XIX, ARTICLE III OF  

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED DISTRICT REGULATIONS AND MAP 

(L-14-4) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  

 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: The official Map of the City of Poughkeepsie as adopted by the Common Council 

on February 20, 1979 and as amended thereof is further amended by the addition of Section 19-

3.25 entitled “Waterfront Transit-Oriented Development” district was is attached in is entirety 

hereto.  

 

SECTION 2: Section 19-3.1 of Chapter 19 entitled “List of Districts” is amended by the 

insertion of “Waterfront Transit-Oriented Development” to the list following “W-G Walkway-

Gateway District”. 



 

SECTION 3:  Section 19-3.1 of Chapter 19 entitled “List of Districts” is amended by the 

deletion of “Transportation District”.  

 

SECTION 4:  by separate resolution the Common Council has previously determined that the 

action is found not to have a significant impact on the environment as stated in the Declaration of 

Significance, for the reasons stated therein; pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617. 

 

SECTION 5:  that the City Chamberlain be and she hereby is directed to amend the official 

Zoning Map in accordance with this Ordinance. 

 

SECTION 6:  This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon compliance with all provisions 

of the law, including but not limited to the requirement of filing this Local law with the New 

York State Secretary of State. 

. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  
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LL14-4 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-175 OF THE  

 CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF ORDINANCES  

ENTITLED “STOP SIGNS; LOCATIONS DESIGNATED” 

(O-14-22) 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1: Section13-175 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled “Stop 

Signs; Locations Designated” is amended by the ADDITION of the following language: 

 

On Delafield Street, at its intersection with Spruce Street, both directions.  

 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

BOLD and UNDERLINING INDICATE ADDITION 

BRACKETS [] AND STRIKETHROUGH INDICATE DELETION 

 
O-14-22 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
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VIII. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 

1. FROM NATHANIEL ALMEIDA, a communication regarding The Ambassador 

Program.  

 

2. FROM SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT RALPH COATES, YVONNE 

FLOWERS AND TYRELL BENNERMON, a communication regarding the 

Student Athlete Basketball Program. Removed 

 

3. FROM ROCCO FUNICIELLO, a notice of property damage sustained on 

October 22, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM RAYMOND GLASGOW, a notice of property damage sustained on July 

13, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember McClinton  

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Petsas 

 

Councilmember Klein  

 

Councilmember Johnson  

 

Councilmember Perry  

 

Councilmember Hermann  

 

Councilmember McClinton  

 

                         

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Petsas and seconded by Councilmember Hermann to 

adjourn the meeting at  p.m. 

 

Dated:  
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I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, November 17, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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