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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

 NEW YORK 

 

                                           PUBLIC HEARING 
(PROPOSED 2013 BUDGET)  

                                                 MINUTES 
 

Monday, NOVEMBER 19, 2012 5:30 pm   City Hall 

 

Chairwoman Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Frank Clark – 50 Rinaldi Blvd. – One way or another, the City of Poughkeepsie 

residents will have to start paying for trash pickup.  There has to be a better way than 

adopting the Waste Zero Plan.  According to Waste Zero, the cost of a bag is $3.00 and 

will use 1.5 which comes to $4.50 according to them per week, minimum.  An alternative 

would be the City charging $.65 per family, or $4.55 per week.  That extra nickel means 

no going to the store for special bags, no sharing revenues with Waste Zero, no worries if 

Waste Zero goes out of business.  Then what’ll we do?  Most importantly, no layoffs.  I 

wrote down two proposals that I’d like the Council to consider.  I’ll hand them out later, 

after I talk. First, is to charge $.65 per day or $19.50 per month. Total revenues by doing 

that would be  $1,952,730.  Second proposal is to charge less than $.02 more or $20.00 

per month, which would increase the revenues to $2,003,800.  That’s $50,000 extra 

which could be used to hire a Sanitation Recycling Coordinator, which we’re going to 

need in order to change people’s minds on how to get rid of garbage.  I know there will 

be some greedy landlords out there who’ll pass that expense on to their tenants, even 

though the landlords can deduct it from their income tax.  If I were the Mayor of the City. 

and with the Councils,  I would work up a plan to approve a better budget to save the 

thirteen jobs.  Then I’d sit down with the CSEA Union and ask for their help.  I would 

ask them to amend their contract, so that one person would work on Saturday, another 

would work on Sunday and have a day off during the week to alleviate any overtime pay.  

The reason I say this is because of complaints that the trash cans are not emptied on 

weekends.  Their job would make the city cleaner for the visitors and if I were a person 

looking to open a business in the city, I would think that the City didn’t care about 

cleaning their trash bins and would think twice.  Since the residents would be paying for 

trash pickup, they should be allowed one bulk pickup per year, free; between April 1
st
 to 

September 30
th

.  They would call the coordinator and make a detailed list of what is to be 
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put on the curb.  A bright sticker would be put on each item.  If more items were put out 

by the homeowner, the coordinator would revisit and advise the owner if it’s not removed 

within 48 hours, they would risk a fine.  What works in other cities, a lot of times doesn’t 

work here.  Case in point; Main Mall idea, and we knew what a failure that was.  I’m 

afraid if the City of Poughkeepsie adopts the Waste Zero Plan, the name, “Waste Zero,” 

would be a waste of time and money with zero results.  Submitted handouts for 

distribution to the Council. 

 

Sean Harden – 36 Glenwood Avenue – Heard rumors that the Fire Department is going 

to be cut, not unsubstantiated, but from what I’ve heard is that you either want to 

eliminate two positions or close down the Hooker Avenue Fire House.  First, think about 

all the residents in that vicinity (Cedar Avenue, Fox Hill and everyone on the Southside) 

that pay most of the taxes in the City stand to have their firehouse eliminated.  The 

closest emergency response vehicle would be on Main Street?  Doesn’t seem practical.  

The City would still have to maintain the building, keep the heat and water on and do 

lawn upkeep. The second thing is, eliminating two positions.  I re-looked over the budget 

when Chief Johnson was here and went over why he hired two new positions.  One was a 

new hire, for which we spent thousands and thousands of dollars training him for months 

at the Academy in Westchester.  We simply want to get rid of him?  Doesn’t make sense.  

The other was a transfer, which didn’t cost any money.  These two guys were hired as 

relief workers.  They fill in for those firefighters who are out on vacation and other times 

eliminating the need for overtime.  We have the highest number of fires in Dutchess 

County.  We can’t afford to have our trucks replaced.  Repairs are constant.  One 

business they use to use is no longer in business.  The trucks are 12 yrs. and 5 yrs. old.  

It’s difficult to obtain parts.  We really need a new truck.  The Mayor stated that the City 

Fire Department has a 98% response time within 5 minutes.  The only reason it wouldn’t 

be within 5 mins. is if they were at a structure fire and no one was able to respond  

mutually from Arlington, etc.  His father works for the city for 26 years.  There used to 

be more firefighters back then.  There were more stations too.  Regulations state that 

there should be minimum of 15 men at a house fire.  We only have 12-14 depending upon 

if we have a Lieutenant on Hooker Avenue or extra relief guys.  Our Fire Department 

can’t afford any cuts.  The next thing I want to talk about is cutting the Sanitation 

Department.  We cannot afford to cut DPW.  They pickup all the garbage while dealing 

with broken down trucks.  Property is being maintained by the sanitation workers.  That’s 

why there is trash build-up.  It’s not their fault.  We want to attract businesses.  Tourists 

go to the Walkway.  People can come and see garbage everywhere and then could end up 

bringing their business to the Town of Lloyd, and that makes no sense.  Let’s just take a 

second look at this budget and not make cuts to the Sanitation or the Fire Department.  

The City cannot afford it. 

 

Constantine Kazolias – 47 Noxon Street – I want to preface my remarks that I’m 

against outsourcing our community development, which doesn’t cost the City anything 

and I’m against giving the County our buses.  They can’t even maintain their own buses 

and you’re going to give them our buses?  That was a something I made reference to last 

time, but this time I want to read this statement: 
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Walter Scott wrote over two hundred years ago, “OH WHAT A WEB WE WEAVE, 

WHEN FIRST WE PRACTICE TO DECEIVE.” In the City of Poughkeepsie as well as 

throughout the state, the pension plans related to public safety’s two major unions which 

are the police and fire, are not exempt from the state mandated 2% tax cap.  FYI, 

individuals loading on the last three years with overtime, not the best ten as in Social 

Security, for max benefits.  This pension inclusion with salaries is devouring 70% of the 

Poughkeepsie budget, forcing it and other state municipalities cutting services to the 

bone.  Contrary, the Teachers’ Union contract pension contributions which is 93% tax 

funded is exempt from the 2% tax cap.  Why the duplicity?  Poughkeepsie is a prelude to 

a police state!!!  Comparing Poughkeepsie’s number of cops per population to Newburgh 

and Town of Poughkeepsie.  Both cities have less cops per thousand.  Why?  The Town 

of Poughkeepsie is laying off three cops this year and three cops next year.  How can 

Tancredi from the Town of Poughkeepsie delete cops from the budget and Tkayzik 

cannot?  In Mayor Tkayzik’s budget message, the police are like the sac resent, Holy 

Grail, to cut the top heavy police bureaucracy.  In my opinion, Chief Knapp and the PBA 

attorney wrote the contract that Mayor Tkayzik and administration rubber stamped it.  It’s 

obvious that the police department is top heavy, as is the City School system.  Why?  

Protecting their buddies for whatever reasons by contract!  The teachers in the classroom 

as the police foot patrols are the soldiers in the trenches who win the war!!!  Not the 

pencil pushing bureaucratic desk warmers.  And I hate to see a Veteran cut, so you know 

where I’m coming from.  In India, they had the Caste System; the untouchables.  They 

were the people who did all the dirty work.  Seems like we have the reverse system here 

in the City of Poughkeepsie.  Call them garbage men, call them whatever you want, but 

IBM called them Sanitation Engineers for a purpose.  This city can become Tree City to 

Rat City, and these guys are cleaning up the City as far as I’m concerned.  I’m willing to 

pay extra money keep these guys, rather than going to privatization.  It seems like the 

Caste System is inverted in the City of Poughkeepsie.  The higher-ups are the 

untouchables and these guys that clean up the city are, as they say in Greek, “Skupedia,” 

in other words, “garbage.”  No, I have to speak Greek sometimes, because that’s how I 

think.  With all the pilots we have, pilots of this and that, and we got a pile of nothing 

now.  What gives Molinaro the authority?  What is he, a little dictator?  He says, you get 

this and I get that.  Where’s the checks and balances?  To me, it’s a rape of our taxes.  I 

can’t get any more blunter.  If you have to add taxes, like Fishkill is, let’s keep the 

garbage men, keep the maintenance guy, keep the buses; let’s keep everything in the City 

because that’s all that’s left of the City.  You give them up, you know what you’re going 

to have?  Trouble.  Thank you. 

 

Betty Chapland – Fox Hill – Doesn’t like taxes just like anyone else, but is willing to 

pay more in taxes than to have the Sanitation, Police and Fire Departments cut.  It seems 

that whenever the situation gets tight, Sanitation is the first to get targeted.  The Fire and 

Police are on duty 24/7.  We need them.  Most of these fellas are young with families.  

You need to leave them alone.  Maybe consolidation with the County and Town with 

services.  Maybe we can all work it out; they’re hurting too. 

 

Russell Limbo – 4 Springside Avenue – Affiliated with Occupy Poughkeepsie.  

Interested in the community.  Has picked up garbage from the parks, especially since 



 Official Minutes of Public Hearing held Monday, November 19, 2012 

4 

 

children play there.  Doesn’t blame business owners for not sweeping up outside their 

businesses.  The City selectively enforces their Ordinances.  The Sanitation workers 

should not be cut.  There is an article on the City of Poughkeepsie’s website by Forbes, 

which states that City of Poughkeepsie is the #6 in places to raise a family.  Wells Fargo 

and Bank of America are foreclosing on the properties here in the City.  NYS budget cuts 

have hurt Poughkeepsie and Dutchess County.  Maybe the City of Poughkeepsie should 

be worried about the people in these communities, instead of worrying about 15 year 

projects to bring in more tourism.   They don’t make up the communities; they just come 

and go.  If the City of Poughkeepsie doesn’t care about its’ residents, then there’s only 

one way we could save our city, and that is being a grassroot community building, which 

has been going on for one year now, following the Occupy Poughkeepsie.  It stands by 

the community and respects its’ existence.  We can’t be at the park, but you can’t evict an 

idea, because existence is resistance. 

 

Mayor Nancy Cozean – 115 Hooker Avenue – Just a couple of things.  I wasn’t 

prepared to speak tonight, rather just came for some fact finding.  Just hearing from some 

of the comments tonight, that I’m sure there is a way that this hearing can provide 

perhaps some opportunities.  Throughout the Nation now, every state is facing a crisis 

like you are.  Lack of revenues, entire costs and some of that has been exaggerated by the 

Governor of New York by adding that 2% cap.  There are very unhappy voices in 

municipalities all over the state; you’re hearing it loud and clear.   So, it may provide an 

opportunity, for example on the sanitation workers.  Know this, the City of Poughkeepsie 

has to have attractions to bring new people into the City.  Because I suspect you’ll see 

new people wanting to come in spite of the damage from Hurricane Sandy; many people 

wanting to get out of harm’s way now.  You have to be attractive…I’ve been invited to 

three conferences.  They’re all in Newburgh.  Not one of them is on this side of the river, 

nor in the City of Poughkeepsie.  That’s a loss for our businesses.  You have to think 

about how you’re going to attract new couples.  Sanitation and your security are two of 

the key things that are going to attract new people.  Can there be job arrangements, job 

sharing, different types of time allowances (flex time) for different occupations?  That’s a 

possibility.  But certainly, having the people who work in this City, pay taxes to the City 

– not the County.  Remember, the County has no Fire Department; we have to take care 

of these guys.  Our Police have to take care of the County Police, because they are 

understaffed.  So, it’s a boomerang if we don’t continue to maintain our security forces.  

That is what the people are coming up from New York City, from Long Island, from New 

Jersey are going to be looking at, and they’re going to compare you to Newburgh, 

Beacon and everyplace else – including Ulster County, which is showing a growth, in 

terms of how you’re going to get those extra taxpayers.  Buses are very important to 

those people because they are going to be working.  They will be working in New York 

City, but they’ll want to live up here.  So, keeping our buses and making them available 

to people is important in terms of job creation.  Jobs were the issue in the last election.  

Getting our workers to pay for food and provide for their families is very important.  

Transportation is everything, and taxis do not do it.  CDBG’s are your gift from the 

government.  The County gets their own CDGB’s.  When I was in office, President 

Bush’s office would call and tell me to give up the CDGB’s.  I would say, “Not on your 

life!”  Because we have in the City of Poughkeepsie, an “at risk” population.  The County 
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doesn’t provide 2,000 housing units for public housing.  We do.  We take care of the 

people from Red Hook, we take care of the people from Tivoli, we take care of the 

people from Dover.  We’re taking care of that population, providing the services.  Your 

CDBG’s need to stay in this city to take care of your parks, overtime needed in terms of 

different services, children’s programs because I’m going to tell you – you won’t get 

them anywhere else.  The County needs to realize that.  You need to be firm on some of 

these things you cannot give up.  The truth of the matter is that that grant usually pays for 

the grant writer.  How many grant writers are you going to have?  Do you guys have time 

to write grants?  I’m sure you don’t, Mayor.  That’s your grant writer, and you’re going 

to have a whole new team coming in to Congress?  Please, let’s get real.  You’re going to 

need to introduce yourself to other grants that will be coming down, including jobs, food, 

health care.  All those things are going to be happening.  You’re going to need people 

who can talk the talk and walk the walk.  Simply put.  The last thing is, you have some 

very good people in this community.  Two things happened to me today.  One is, I was 

invited to a constitutional convention in Albany.  This has to do with redistricting and 

gambling.  I’m going, it’s going to affect our state.  But, isn’t it interesting that the 

building where the very first Constitution was held in Poughkeepsie, NY was just torn 

down and you’re paying for it.  When people find out that that Historic Site was torn 

down, they’d say, “Why would you do that?”  The second thing is, do you recognize this 

guy – [holds up a picture] this building is being torn down right now.  Why are you 

paying for that?  This guy is being recognized world-wide, and you’re tearing down his 

building?  How are you going to attract tourists?  How are you going to make that up?  

That’s a big bill.  I can tell you now, there’s no money to pay for a new building.  I’m 

merely asking you, and this is an off the cuff thing, think about how you can work 

together, how you can protect your interests as well, you have to think about that.   

Getting rid of some of these important people you will need for tomorrow is not what’s 

going to make you better today.   

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Just for the record, the County is tearing down the Nelson 

House, we don’t have any money.  Is there anyone else who would like to speak 

regarding the 2013 Budget?   

 

Dated:  February 20, 2013 

 

I hereby certify that this a true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Public Hearing held 

on Monday, November 19, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 


