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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, November 5, 2012 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

        ROLL CALL 

 

  All Present 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

ADD 

 

IX.   PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

4. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, Quarterly Report (3
rd

 Quarter 2012 July 1
st  -

September 30
th

). 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We will now have a presentation from Waste Zero 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

Constantine (Gus) Kazolias – 47 Noxon Street – Understood the Waste Zero 

presentation.   It works in Tampa [FL].  The City should look into once per week 

garbage pickup.  Why isn’t recycling enforced at the Board of Education or the 

Housing Authority?  It’s a County law.  The County had a 4% increase in sales tax 
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and they want to cut us back to 2%.  Doesn’t add up.  There’s something radically 

wrong there.  The Republican controlled legislators  is protecting their own “fanny” – 

they’re trying to make up a $40 Million gap that Steinhaus left behind.  Meanwhile, 

let’s try something here, maybe once per week pickup.  The burn plant requires 150 

tons per day.  If you get $60 per ton to dump it elsewhere, that’s $150,000 per year.  

We have to save these guys’ jobs.  When Urban Renewal came in, they removed a lot 

of neighborhoods, communities, etc.   All we have left is the garbage guys and the 

buses.  If you want to destroy the last vestige, just get rid of these guys.  Everyone 

knows that if you privatize, it costs more when it gets added to your taxes.  Another 

thing is that the teachers’ pension doesn’t have to go into the 2%, but ours does.  In 

other words, our politicians are giving us the shaft.  I see these guys more than I see 

the cops, because they’re my friends and I live in the community.   

 

Ken Stickle – 118 Catharine Street – The idea of $3.00 bags sounds fantastic, but 

the problem is we have an unknown number of people in the City that should be on 

welfare, food stamps and/or medical programs.  When the price of bags goes up to 

$4.50 to $6.00 per bag, people are going to have to decide if they need to pay for gas, 

diapers, - milk pretty soon should be up to about $6.00 per gallon.  I don’t care if you 

want to use a program like this, but you have to put it into the tax base.   The mayor 

should have brought the tax up 2.9% five years ago.  The federal and state 

governments are no longer giving us any money.  I tried to tell you this years ago, 

start tightening the belts.   We have renters who barely are able to pay their rent.  

People are in City Court on a weekly basis for evictions, because they are behind on 

their rent.  Local area colleges are building dorms, taking away rentals from owners.  

These people don’t have the money to spend on bags.  Bite the bullet, raise the taxes.  

There’s a sewer on Main and Clinton that I called 2 councilmembers about.  It’s jam 

packed.  If we got hit worse by the last tropical storm, this city was not going to be 

prepared.   

 

Marc Griffith – 33 Salt Point Tpke. – The city can make money from their 

“garbage” by selling the paper, plastic, metal, leaves (for composting) and bring 

money into the city, rather that spending it for someone to haul it away.  I’m a 

veteran.  I was in Viet Nam.  There are so many products now made in China, and 

Viet Name.   Put people to work here.  There are homeless people walking the streets, 

veterans like myself can work.  We need to find ways to recycle out garbage and open 

up some vacant buildings to do the recycling, instead of giving jobs overseas, create 

them right here in America.   Garbage is not a problem, it’s a solution if you just do it 

the right way.   

 

Nancy Fedorashenko – 46 Fallkill Avenue – I object to the budget.  I’m here to 

encourage all to vote no on the $6.5 Million bond library.  How can you fire men, and 

support this proposed country club library?  Those with limited incomes can’t afford 

this extra tax.  The mayor says to hold the line on taxes.  This proposed library is 

going to raise taxes.  The plan is to build it on 6.5 acres of land at a cost of $700,000.  

The existing building has to be torn down and renovated.  Why can’t this be put into 

another building, such as on Raymond Avenue? Why not buy a building located on a 
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bus route.  We don’t need 6 acres of land.  The one we have here isn’t on 6 acres and 

that’s doing just fine.  If it gets built in Spackenkill, it’s inaccessible.  In 2 years, we’d 

be asked to spend more money on taxes for sidewalks and buses to transport those 

people with no cars to the area by walking to it or any other way.  In these hard 

economic times, when people are standing on the streets looking for food or clothing, 

how can we in our hearts, look to spend $5 Million?!  The City of Poughkeepsie must 

refuse this project.  It would make use of the manpower for those folks who are jailed, 

those programs for the homeless that  provide people who can work for us, Social 

Services Workfair folks, etc.  to clean up the city and to clean up the City’s vacant 

properties, thereby making those properties more usable, desirable, more saleable.   I 

think it’s time to hold the line on taxes by firing or lowering the wages in government 

that are not doing their jobs, rather than to fire those in Sanitation, who are. 

 

Frank Clark – 50 Rinaldi Blvd. – This city is very lucky to have a Common 

Council that works very, very hard to scrutinize this administration’s proposed 

budget.  Doesn’t agree that people should buy plastic bags and find a private hauler to 

pickup their garbage.  The City themselves, should educate the public in recycling.  

Perhaps going to the schools to teach the kids the importance of recycling.  They can 

then go home and teach their parents about recycling.  Thought of 2 slogans for the 

education process:  “Become great – Learn to Separate.”  The other one is, “Don’t be 

a Has Been – Use Your Bin.”  There used to be a slogan in the city years ago, “People 

, Pride and Progress.”  Most people have pride in the work that they do, but none of 

them have as much pride as the workers for the Sanitation Department.  Urged the 

Council, Administration and the Union to come up with a solution to save our 

excellent sanitation department’s workers’ jobs. 

 

Harvey Flad – 115 Academy Street – As a member of the Waterfront Advisory 

Committee, I’d like to make a comment about two resolutions coming up.  Item #4 on 

the Motions and Resolutions and #1 on Local Ordinance and Laws.  Both of which 

have to do with expanding the hours of operation for the Ice House restaurant, and/or 

amending the park hours for Waryas Park.  I’d like to  suggest that since these two 

resolutions, or the idea of the whole question about the use of Waryas Park and the 

Ice House has not been discussed by your advisory committee, called the Waterfront 

Advisory Committee, therefore, has no advice to give you as to how these issues 

might be addressed.  There have been no meetings for so many months, I can’t even 

count.  It’s terrible that the committee is to give you advice, has no met.  I have 

requested in writing, to the Chair, that we meet, so we can discuss any and all issues 

dealing with the waterfront and perhaps even these recent resolutions.  A number of 

changes to the Ice House itself, which include a canopy which was never in the 

original plans that the Waterfront Advisory Committee had just a quick look at.  Also, 

on the canopy and the building itself, there is signage which is regulated by the 

Planning Board, which comes back to you on.  There are many other issues, including 

public access, putting privatization on the dock.  We have a problem in the way in 

which the waterfront is being developed.  It is not going through the appropriate 

procedures – the very procedures for which you are ultimately in charge.  You have 

not had anything to do with the fact that these changes to  whether it is the Ice House, 
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The Greenway or any of these kinds of things going on have occurred.  Even when 

we did meet, the minutes of the meeting were never sent to you, so you don’t know 

what we were meeting about, and what advice we might have given you.  I ask that 

you do two things:  Since we have not met on the resolutions, to table those 

resolutions until such time that we can meet, and discuss positive and negative 

aspects.  Secondly, that you require the Chair to call a meeting of the Waterfront 

Advisory Committee.  

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  How many times has the WAC met in 2012?  Once? 

 

Harvey Flaad:  I believe it was once.  I don’t think twice.   

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  How many people are on the committee? 

 

Harvey Flaad:  13 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  13 people – and nobody calls a meeting?  How are the 

meetings set up? 

 

Harvey Flad:  The Chair sends a written request for a meeting. 

 

Jeff Green – 128 Washington Street – Is at the Ice House several times a week.  

Because of the Ice House, the ramp and park have been cleaned.  They had someone 

pickup trash around the property by paying them out-of-pocket.  There’s a big change 

there.  They invested their own money in it, and they don’t even own it.  It’s an 

awesome place to go meet new friends.  They sell beer and wine.  It caters to a more 

mature audience.  It would be great if the hours could be extended.  They have to 

close at 9:00 p.m. because they’re located in a park.  He stated that they would have 

more business if they could stay open until maybe 11:00 p.m.   

 

Carol Campbell – Marshall Road, Salt Pt. – Read the Mayor’s Budget online.  My 

husband, Bob Campbell is going to lose his job as a mechanic with the City of 

Poughkeepsie.  That’s what brings me here and also the guys in the orange shirts, I 

have a soft spot for.  I’m an elected official in Pleasant Valley.  I also am on the town 

Common Council.  I know how difficult it is to stay under the 2% cap.  Discussed the 

things that the Town of Pleasant Valley gets for their taxes.  One is the dump, and the 

other is the highway.  Don’t try to take away either one of these from the residents!     

Explained recycling process.  They pay to have them hauled. They pay for a dump 

ticket to bring their recyclables there.  The city should take into consideration the cost 

of recycling vs. the sanitation workers’ salaries to see if they balance out.  Clear 

plastic bags are a bad idea.  People could see inside and there might be medicines in 

there and also there is a Dutchess County Sanitary Code and the city could be fined 

for not keeping the city clean.  You should think about that.  Dutchess County has a 

$40 Million deficit, and doubts if anyone on this Council thinks they’ll give anything 

back.  These workers are essential employees – when you’re doing a budget, you do 

not lay off your essential employees.   We lost $80,000 in sales tax.  We cut our 
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budget in attorney fees and engineering fees.  We also changed our health plan.  We 

went to CDPHP and got our employees a better plan.  Dutchess County will be 

reinstating the Dutchess County mortgage tax.  It is Molinaro’s way of trying to give 

back to the towns, what we’ve lost in sales tax.  I don’t think that it’s something to 

consider for this year’s budget, as far as a revenue stream, but you might want to ask 

the Mayor if he was a part of that and whether or not he knows that the County was 

talking about that.  Was he asked to support this by going to the County Legislature to 

approve it?   She was a 20 year County employee.  During those 20 years, I heard 

them say, we keeping everything in house, that they’re going to get rid of all their 

outside contractors.  Eight years later, they want to contract everything out.  I think by 

contracting out, you’ll lose in the end.  You’ll lose because it will cost you money.  

That being said, I understand what the City is dealing with.  Thank you so much. 

Keep sanitation, put all your employees back in the budget – they all have a face 

attached to them.   

 

Rita Trocino – 26 West Marshall Drive – I’m not a resident of the city, but attended 

school here.  I am a private hauler.  I’m here to tell you that private hauling will not 

work in the City of Poughkeepsie.  There are too many people living too close, using 

two different types of trash containers for collection – toters, buckets, barrels.  What 

will happen if one building pays their bill and one does not.  Who is going to pickup 

the garbage left from the one who didn’t pay their bill?  If you get rid of sanitation 

workers, who is going to clean it up?  By using private haulers, the cost will exceed 

any line item put on your tax.   I make money as a private hauler; it’s not going to 

work in the City of Poughkeepsie.  Gave statistics of costs for taking recyclables to a 

cheaper facility across the river, but also need to consider cost of hauling it there.  

Trucking is expensive, fuel is expensive.  It potentially can cost $20 per ton to 

transport it there. You won’t save any money.  As far as $3.00 per bag, how much of 

that do these guys make?  You still need your public works guys.  Make it a separate 

line item – not inclusive of your 2% cap.  It’s not an increase – you’re giving them 

back a resource.  Keep these guys’ jobs. 

 

Jacqueline Marone – 20 Fountain Place – Why don’t we do what I suggested to   

Mayor Waryas…Tkayzik…whatever.  First, get rid of government who doesn’t know 

how to run a city.  Find out where the money is being allotted for sanitation and other 

things and stop concentrating on the waterfront. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Ms. Marone.  We have to have proper decorum. 

 

Ms. Marone:  Decorum?  Excuse me, I guess that’s for certain people; I’m not one of 

them that has the privilege.  I believe in telling things the way they are. The people 

who spoke this evening all said the same thing – We have a city government that 

wants to save the tax dollar, and is worried about raising this and that.  They don’t 

know how to handle the money.  That’s the problem.  The guy in charge of the 

finances doesn’t know how to handle the money.   

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Order.  No personal attacks.  Read the rules of conduct. 
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Ms. Marone:  Are those things shown to the residents of the City of Poughkeepsie?  

All I’ve heard tonight is to hire a private hauler to do this and do that…Why do we 

have to do all these elaborate things that cost money?  Why can’t we use the money 

we have and have the City workers do the work that we’re hiring out to do?  Why 

don’t the ones who want to save money think about the poor man’s side of it as 

pointed out?  Nobody’s going to pay $3.00 per bag – I’m not.  I don’t want see-

through bags so what is being thrown away can be seen.  Why should we pay for bags 

when money is allotted for sanitation in our taxes?  That’s going outside – we’re 

giving private people money and they say they want to keep the tax dollars here in the 

city.  That’s not what this was all about tonight.  It was about how to get the tax 

dollars out of Poughkeepsie by hiring all these private people to do all these things 

our own DPW could do. 

 

William Dykus – 96 South Hamilton Street – I’m a registered Democrat.  I 

switched just to vote for Mayor Tkayzik.   I’d like to see all of you work hard at 

keeping these guys.  There like family to us.  They’ve grown up here – in fact, some 

of their families did the same thing.  There are years of generations.  That’s what I 

like to see, old timers.  I like the newcomers too, because they add to the city.  They’ll 

eventually become old timers too.  I hope you can work to have you keep these guys.   

It isn’t just them – it’s their families too.  I’ll pray for you and I’ll pray for them too – 

make sure you save those guys’ jobs.  

 

Councilmember Rich made a motion for a five minute recess, Councilmember 

Boyd seconded the motion.  

 

Councilmember Rich made a motion to resume the meeting, Councilmember Boyd 

seconded the motion.  

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – Thank you Madam Chair.  Good evening everyone.  I want to 

thank everyone for participating in the budget process and coming to the public 

hearing and speaking out, and being part of the budget process and Common Council 

setting another date.  We encourage all of those to come out on the 19
th

 as well to 

speak out and let your voices be heard on the budget. I want to thank all of our city 

workforce coming together during Hurricane Sandy events. The Department of Public 

Works, Police Department, Firefighters and certainly, our Public Safety Dispatchers.  

I got to tell you that the weekend I was around the City the weekend preparing for the 

storm, Monday before the storm and day of checking the Fallkill Creek and other 

areas.  Storm drain calls that came in, we tried to address as best as we could before 

the storm that was made known to us.  We were very lucky dealing with a few trees 

that have come down.  The biggest impact that faced up was the challenge of the 

Hudson River surge that took over Waryas Park and brought about 4 feet of water 

into the Ice House facility.  I want to commend the owners of the Ice House in getting 

their entire team and staff together not only to prepare for the storm, but to make way 
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and to re-open 36 hours later, and to get all the necessary steps together in order to do 

that.  That was quite an undertaking .  Sara and I were down at Waryas Park at 

midnight with Chief Knapp, seeing the 9 feet of water come in and take over Waryas 

Park.  It was midway up the circle coming from Main Street and halfway up the 

driveway entrance coming down the hill.  You could see where the water was just up 

to the windows going into the Ice House.  The dumpsters were literally floating 

around, over by the Children’s Museum.  Again, I would like to commend the entire 

team.  So again, I’d like to commend the entire team and the department heads that 

came together to prepare for the storm.  Everyone was out in full force.  We tried to 

update the public and the Council as we got the necessary notifications on the weather 

and being prepared and what the County was bringing forward.  I’d also like to 

address one portion with that, I’d like everyone to know that the decision of “no 

shelters” in the City did come from efforts between the County and Red Cross.  That 

decision was not made by me or by the City.  We always advocate for a shelter being 

central to Dutchess County.  Not in Red Hook, not in Beacon and I fought long and 

hard to make sure that public transportation was going to be provided to those to get 

to Beacon High School or to get to Red Hook High School free of charge.  I was 

notified by Dutchess County, 7:00 p.m. at night the day before the storm, for the last 

pickup at Main and Market to be at 8:00 p.m.   I contacted Brian Doyle at the Family 

Partnership Center, who then contacted Ed Murphy, because I had been in touch with 

him earlier, the day before saying, “I’m waiting to hear on the shelter location and 

how people who are homeless or need assistance are going to get there.  So, I wanted 

to be clear – I advocated and made the voice heard that we really wanted a shelter 

here in the city.  I will make that known even more when a County emergency 

response meeting is held; after the fact – when we talk about how the storm was 

handled by the County.  Public transportation and shelter location in the City was 

something that was of great importance, but unfortunately we did not have that 

opportunity here this year.  I would also like to remind everyone that we will be 

hosting the Annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony on Sunday, November 11
th

 at 2:00 p.m. 

here in the Common Council Chambers, hosted by the American Legion Post.  We 

thank them for participating in with us, and as you know, the American Legion Post 

will have their new home in Ken Carney’s development up on Hudson Avenue, in the 

5
th

 Ward.  The project is coming along very nice[ly] and there will be a community 

room there which the American Legion will host and have their meetings in and 

assemblies.  I know that they are very excited about that taking place.  Also, Friday, 

November 30
th

, is the Annual Festival of Lights Celebration, sponsored by the River 

District and the Bardavon.  We look forward to that event.  Festivities kick-off at 6:00 

p.m. and the Fireworks Spectacular will take place down at Donegan Park, in the Mt. 

Carmel neighborhood.  So, again, we will look forward to seeing everyone on 

November 30
th

.  That concludes my remarks, Madam Chair.  Thank you.  One other 

thing – I’m sorry.  I want to remind everyone about the County Budget meeting 

coming up this Thursday.  We urge Council members to go out and speak against the 

proposed sales tax cap.  I’m happy to see the Council adding that to the resolution on 

tonight’s agenda.  Administration is fully in support of that resolution.  Again, 

appealing to the County Legislature, not to go forward with the proposed cap. 
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Councilwoman Johnson – What time is that County public hearing? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – I don’t know if it’s at 6:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. but I do know it’s this 

Thursday. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson – OK.  Thank you.   

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Johnson- Good evening and Welcome.  First , I would like to have a 

moment of silence for the 110 Americans who have lost their lives in Hurricane 

Sandy… 

 

I would also like to thank God for sparing the City of Poughkeepsie any devastation 

from this hurricane.  And, to thank Central Hudson, the Mayor, Red Cross, Acting 

City Administrator Bunyi, Commissioner DuPilka, our DPW workers, our Police, our 

Firefighters and our dispatchers on a great job in our recovery. 

 

Secondly, I would like to re-cap the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget. 

 

Plan A – as stated in the Mayor’s October 15, 2012 Press Release…was the 

elimination of the sanitation trash pickup service along with several other layoffs. 

 

Plan B – one week later, the Mayor has proposed the Pay-As-You-Throw concept.  

Reinstating the 13 sanitation workers with a $3.00 a bag trash/recycling plan. 

 

Plan C – will be the budget plan from the Common Council. 

 

Which may require a third public hearing, to be scheduled on Tuesday, November 27, 

2012 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

So, the timeline for the budget is as follows: 

 

First, we had tonight 11/5 our first public hearing.  Next, we will have our second 

public hearing scheduled for Monday, 11/19 at 5:30 p.m. and, if needed again, we 

will schedule a third public hearing on Tuesday, 11/27. 

 

Then the Common Council hopefully, will be adopting the amended 2013 Budget on 

Monday, December 3
rd

.  At which point, the Mayor can either approve or disapprove 

the amended budget and he will have up to 10 days to veto, which brings us to the 

deadline (12/13).  The Common Council can then override the Mayor’s veto at our 

next scheduled meeting on December 17, 2012, at which point the Amended 2013 

Budget will be final.  Case closed. 

 

And, this concludes Chairwoman’s Comments. 
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VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  So we’re going to move out of order to Item #4 from 

Councilmember Parise, resolution R-12-77, providing for the extended hours of 

operation for the Ice House Restaurant.  

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Boyd to table the resolution to our next 

Common Council meeting for the Ice House to extend the hours, due to the fact that the 

Waterfront Advisory Committee (which we all know as WAC) is not familiar with or has 

no recollection of these extended hours and seconded by Councilmember Solomon.   

 
To Table R12-77 

 Defeated 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Councilmember Parise:   We have a wonderful asset down at Waryas Park.  We have a 

successful business.  With its’ operation, there is less crime.  They have put a lot of hard work 

and used their own money.  Thanked the WAC for accepting the original proposal and the Lund 

Family and Mr. Tom Waltrosten?? ...for the terrific job and success of the Ice House.  We need 

to extend the hours.  This is a family restaurant.  It’s a beautiful park down there.  I get out of 

work at 7:30 p.m.  If I do go to the restaurant, I get there at 8:00  or 8:15 p.m. and feel like I’m 

being rushed to be out by 9:00 p.m.  I want to enjoy the sights; the beautiful bridge, the beautiful 

walkway.  I go there and get kicked out at 9:00 p.m.  It’s not fair to me or the restaurant owners.  

It is not only rude, but it’s embarrassing.  Think about that.  Two extra hours.  That’s not asking 

a lot.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Concerned that we haven’t heard anything about the WAC or the 

signage or what impact extended hours will have on the policing, parking or sanitation for 

garbage pickup.  We haven’t heard anything from DPW about the impact in maintaining the 

parks.  There is a process.  That’s what I’m missing and that’s what I’m looking for.  I would 

hope that the lease agreement would be reviewed in a meeting with Corporation Counsel and the 

City if you want to make adjustments.  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Wanted to know who pays for utilities and water and sewer. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  They pay their own utilities – not water and sewer.  They’re the only 

restaurant that cleans the restrooms and buying the supplies to clean with.  They maintain the 



 Official Common Council Minutes of November 5, 2012 

 

10 

 

parameters of the property themselves.  That does not take place at “Benny’s…” If I can, Madam 

Chair, the concerns of the Council in relation to issues before the WAC, I’m sure that the 

operators will be happy to go back and meet with WAC.  However, this request, specifically is a 

Type II which you set park ordinances, you set license agreements with city buildings and 

facilities.  The WAC has no jurisdiction over those two items.  It is a City facility… 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Despite your declaration that this is a Type II action that does not 

require SEQRA review, that may be true, but I can say that years ago, the city spent a lot of time 

developing a local waterfront  revitalization plan.  It was to be reviewed by the Waterfront 

Advisory Committee, who would then give the Common Council their advice.  We are sadly 

missing that information.  The other question I have is, that since the Ice House is located in a 

flood plain, does it have flood insurance? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes, the license agreement is that they provide flood insurance for that facility 

per the agreement.  I would disagree with the WAC definition… 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  If you read the stuff, you will see it. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  The WAC items are referred to when there are a Type I, or an unlisted action 

if you read the LWRP – it’s Type I or an unlisted action that is referred to the WAC.  I’ve asked 

this council to consider making the WAC seven members.  Thirteen members is unrealistic.  

When they do have a meeting, they can’t even get a quorum.  So, it’s unrealistic to think you’re 

going to get thirteen people together all at the same time.   That’s the way the WAC has operated 

since Mayor Cozean, Mayor Lafuente and whether there’s minutes, no minutes, seven people or 

three people or four people.  It’s a mess and needs to be addressed.  I believe it should be made 

to seven members. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  You know what, you can never have a quorum if you don’t call a 

meeting.  And, no meetings have been called. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Well, when Type I actions are submitted, or development projects that are 

referred to the Planning Board, they are sent to the WAC.  Members of the Ice House, did go to 

the WAC Committee, they did present their project to the WAC.  In fact, the way the contract 

reads is that it is as an “eatery,” and the WAC approved the way the restaurant is currently. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Was there a surprise about the hours? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  No, they didn’t even address the hours. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I’m asking whether the restaurant people knew that 9:00 p.m. was 

the closing hour when they started this? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That is correct.  You were the only member that did not vote for the 

agreement at the time.  They went along with the park hours as required by the licensing 

agreement. The vote was 7 to 1.  You were absent. 
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Councilwoman Johnson:  I just want to make sure if Councilmember Solomon has any other 

comments? 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  My feeling is that we know nothing about what happens down 

there.  We are only confronted with requests.  That large extension to the building, the canopy in 

front.  Is it true that people can no longer sit in the patio in front of the building?   That’s what 

someone told me tonight. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:   I have not heard of anyone being thrown out of the patio area or the 

waterfront. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  How about parking?  This is something… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Parking is a concern.  In fact, we’re having a meeting with Bill Beehler  and 

Captain Pape to address the parking along the hill ramp going down.  There had been signs “No 

Parking” there over the years.  More need to be placed in relation to lighting that’s been fixed.  

That has been done. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  How about garbage? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Per the agreement, the City picks up. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  A dumpster…could we please have covered garbage? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Councilmember Solomon, this was approved 7 to 1.  Two members sitting 

here, three members sitting here, maybe four voted for this.  Benny’s gets private pickup.  

However, the maintenance of the bathrooms and the cleaning supplies and the cleaning of the 

perimeter of the property gets maintained by the City.  The Ice House is the only facility that has 

to do that. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I don’t understand why we’re talking about Benny’s.  I really 

wanted to talk about… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That’s by the license agreement that you approved. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I never approved… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes, you did. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  This is awful.  Our beautiful public park is becoming a private 

commercial development.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That’s not true.  When Mr. Muratta was there or the Milanese, I never heard 

any complaints from any of you. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  It was a little shack with a couple of bathrooms. 
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Mayor Tkazyik:  Roof that was collapsing, bathrooms that didn’t work.  The public couldn’t 

even use the facilities.  This is progress, Councilmember Solomon.  You’re stopping progress.  

This was approved by this body. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  The WAC did not approve 11:00 p.m.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  The WAC didn’t have jurisdiction over 11:00 p.m.   You have 5 parks now 

that’s 11:00 p.m.  I don’t even know why Morgan Lake is open until 11:00 p.m.  That’s a joke.   

 

Councilmember Boyd:  That agreement that was made and passed by the Common Council in 

2010, was for a concession stand, not for a restaurant.When I brought this up at seven different 

Common Council meetings at seven different occasions.  I also asked if that license agreement 

could be looked into regarding some more revenue for our city.  And, the response I got from 

Corporate Counsel Ackermann was, “Yes, we will look into that.”  What’s happening with that 

now? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You think the way this family has been treated that they’re even going to sit 

down and negotiate with the City?  You honestly believe that. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  So, lay off our Sanitation workers! 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You’re comparing apples to oranges.  Councilmember Boyd, these are 

unrealistic scenarios you present. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  You are bringing up situations, when I had asked Corporate Ackermann 

to review the lease, that was three meetings ago. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  There are seven years remaining on the lease. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Thank you Madam Chair.  I find it very difficult to vote the way I have 

to vote, because I know there are friends in this room and friends outside that disagree 

vehemently with how I feel.  Way back when we had a public hearing to increase the hours.  

There were those who said yes, and those who said no.  The request was then withdrawn.  We 

had a hearing to increase the hours and never voted on it.  This is nothing new before the council.  

We’re just going to vote on it.  We have to ask ourselves, is it better for the City, that it remained 

at 9:00 p.m. or increase it to 11:00 p.m.  I believe 11:00 p.m. is better because we want to give 

the Ice House a chance to succeed.  Its’ success will benefit the City, failure will hurt it.  They 

already have a negative because they don’t have a full liquor license yet.  It makes more sense to 

have them close at 11:00 p.m.   One of my parks, Hume Park is open until 11:00 p.m. because of 

basketball playing.  It has lights on – that’s why we let it go until 11:00 p.m.   I repeatedly 

requested that the WAC look into waterfront matters.  In a few cases, it was done prior to our 

vote.  I believe, the WAC would, without any question whatsoever, if we postponed it for the 

WAC to say, we’re for the 11:00 p.m. The Ice House just had a flood.  Thanksgiving, Christmas 

and New Year’s is coming up.  This is when restaurants make a lot of money.  We want to give 

them the best chance to succeed.  If they fail, I don’t want to be held responsible if I voted to 
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keep it at 9:00 p.m.  If they succeed, it will help the waterfront, because we’re about to have that 

elevator go in which will benefit the other restaurants on Main Street as well.  I feel that it should 

be open until 11:00 p.m.  There are other parks which close at 11:00 p.m.  

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  I’ve had a representative from the WAC Committee.  He said that if 

they’ve met once in the last 10 months, that’s a lot.  That’s a dysfunction there.  I have enough to 

deal with.  I can’t go micromanage them and force them to have a meeting, when there’s thirteen 

members.  There are several parks open until 11:00 p.m.  As far as policing is concerned, 

policing is already being done right now for 24 hrs. at all our parks.  We all know what goes on 

at Waryas.  People don’t even want to clean up with the condoms, needles, etc.   This Ice House 

Restaurant is another jewel for the Crown City.  We should be happy to have them and embrace 

them.  This place is so beautiful.We should be proud of them and tell people how beautiful it is.  

I would think that all this construction didn’t happen overnight.  This construction took how 

long?  Because they were there during Hurricane Irene. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Two and one half years ago. They got wiped out. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  So they were fixing it then.  Everybody acts as if this restaurant just 

got here overnight.  I’m looking at Mr. Rumson, the Lunds’ son.  They’re looking hurt and 

crushed.  They probably wondering if they made the right decision to come to Poughkeepsie…if 

I were them, I’d say what is wrong? If they have a problem, they can’t even get the WAC 

Committee to meet. Why are they being penalized for being successful.  isn’t the City trying to 

work with us.  I’ve been there to eat with my husband recently for the ribbon cutting, and have 

seen the creation of so many jobs.  So many young people working; isn’t that what the country is 

all about? If the Ice House fails, how many people are going to be unemployed that have families 

that are depending on them, paying their rent, car notes…are we even thinking about that while 

we’re playing this little Russian Roulette game here, with people’s lives? All to be able to recoup 

their investment, pay for the food, pay for the salaries for the employees.  Everybody knows, 

Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years are the biggest food holidays.  So what are we 

supposed to do?  We got to get the WAC people together even thought they meet once/year.  

What are we going to do?  Perform miracles with them?  It may take another year.  By then, I 

don’t know what will happen.  We have to do what’s best for the city.  Which is, development, 

jobs, revenue.  If they walk away, we own that building.  What is the problem?  That’s all I have 

to say about the subject.  Any other concerns?  This has been dragging out for a year.  It’s all 

about extending the hours just so that they can have business for the holidays. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  It’s amazing, how sometimes we can throw principal outside the door, 

while we work right around it.  What I mean is, this discussion tonight is not about the owners of 

the restaurant on a personal level.  It’s about questions we had to ask, that no one answered.  I 

respectfully asked to table this resolution, just so we could have that discussion in a peaceful 

manner, so that this cloud that’s hanging over these people’s restaurant would be lifted.  But no 

one wanted to listen to what I had to say.  All I needed was a little time.  Let’s talk about it.  

Let’s reason together.  Instead, I’m listening to all the nonsense.  No one sitting here wants this 

business to fail.  We want it to succeed, because we are working for the benefit for the city.   It 

just disturbed me that we could not talk about it.  We could not reason for five minutes.  But, 

look how long this dissertation, this long conversation has been going on.  Yes, they have good 
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food.  Yes, they have invested a lot of  money, but my goodness, we cannot reason for five 

minutes so we could put our heads together so we could have a cooperative session here.  We 

have to continue all this.  It doesn’t really matter.  We’re all here to work for the City.  I don’t 

want to go against Mr. Parise’s resolution , because he’s an honorable man, a decent man and 

that’s his ward.  But, because of all of this discussion, all we needed to do was, as Council 

members and Corporate Counsel, was to sit down for five or ten minutes to put an end to this.  

And, look, we have made it longer now.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Ok.  Can we call a vote? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I have a question about this resolution.  Where it says “Whereas the 

Common Council…”  all the way on the bottom, “Be it further resolved, that the Mayor, and the 

City Administrator and Corporate Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the City Administrator 

and the Corporate Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to all these things necessary to 

give effect to the terms of this resolution.”  Why isn’t the Common Council in those – in that 

part? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Common Council pursuant to the resolution is approving 

the change and is giving the authority to the Mayor, to the City Administrator or to my office to 

make the changes with the amended agreement which will be presented and signed by the 

Mayor.  It’s through your authority that you are giving the Mayor the power to amend that and 

make that change.   

 

Councilmember Herman:  What are we voting on? 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  We’re voting on extending the 2 hrs. on extending the hours under R-

12-76 for the Ice House to stay open from 9:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  Called a vote. 

 

City Chamberlain:  Mayor Tkayzik? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  No, no, no.  It will be presented to the Mayor. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Corporate Counsel Ackermann, can you explain what happens when 

there is a tie vote of the Common Council? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  With a tie vote in the Common Council, the City 

Chamberlain will present the resolution to the Mayor.  At that point, the Mayor will have the 

ability to vote in an affirmative, negative or not vote at all on the resolution. 

 

 Chairwoman Johnson:  One moment….brief pause to speak to the mayor.  Okay, so we can go 

to the next item now? 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Madam Chair, can we change the resolution for changing the hours.  

It says R-12-76. 

 

City Chamberlain:  What does the Agenda say? 
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Councilmember Mallory:  The Agenda says one thing, but the resolution says R-12-76. 

 

City Chamberlain:  It’s R-12-77, the wrong number was inserted into the resolution. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  So the correct number is R-12-76? 

 

Councilmembers Mallory, Rich, Herman, Parise:  No, 77. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Please make that correction. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  That’s what we voted on R-12-77.   Just change the 6 to a “7.”   

 

City Chamberlain Flynn:  I entered the vote log with a space for the Mayor to cast his vote, 

that these are both the same things that were given to you, that’s now being given to him. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:   Mayor Tkayzik, are you going to let us know what the outcome is 

going to be on the Ice House vote, the tie vote?  Make sure everything is correct now, you know 

we got to double check. 

 

Mayor Tkayzik:  So, Madam Chair, now that the Chamberlain has presented to me with the R-

12-77 extending the license agreement of the Ice House facility from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. I 

vote Aye to extend the hours. 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-12-77) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE: 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council, by Resolution R-10-51, adopted on April 5, 2010, approved 

a License Agreement for the Ice House with George Gallaher, Kevin Lund, Michael Lund and 

Matthew Lund (the, “Licensee”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Licensee, Poughkeepsie Ice House, Inc. has requested the City amend the 

License agreement to allow for the operation of the business from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; and  

 

WHEREAS, by separate resolution the Common Council is desirous of amending the park hours 

for Waryas park to 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council wishes to enter into an amendment to the license agreement 

with Tom Rolston and Michael Lund who are the principles of Poughkeepsie Ice House, Inc.; 

and 
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WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined that this 

resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State Environmental Quality 

Review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves the 

amendment to the License Agreement dated  June 7, 2010 to provide for the expanded operating 

hours of 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an amended 

license agreement for the above mentioned operation provided such agreement contains the 

terms contained herein together with such other terms and conditions which the Mayor, the City 

Administrator and the Corporation Counsel shall deem appropriate, and the Mayor, the City 

Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized and directed to do all things 

necessary to give effect to the terms of this resolution 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 
R12-77 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Mayor Tkazyik  Voter    
 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Thank you.  Now we can move on to Ordinances and Local Laws 

from Councilmember Parise. Ordinance O-12-12, amending park hours for Waryas Park which 

coincides with….Oh, I’m sorry motion to receive and print? 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Councilmember Parise:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Like you said, this corresponds with the 

Ice House opening ‘til 11:00 p.m.  I’m sure everyone received the paper with the City of 

Poughkeepsie Park hours.  As you can see, Donegan Square is 11, Hume Park is 11, King Street 

Park is 10, Morgan is 11, Pershing Avenue Park is 11, Reservoir Square 10, Spratt Park 10, 

Stitzel Field is 11.  This is a, “no brainer.”  When the elevator is in, I believe that Walkway-

Over-The-Hudson closes at sunset, it’s well beyond 9:00 p.m., so people will be exiting the park. 

This makes all the sense in the world, to leave it open ‘til 11:00 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  How many of these parks that have restaurants that serve wine and 

beer? 
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Councilmember Parise:  Probably none. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  What about Spratt? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  They don’t serve wine and beer. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Christo’s is on City land, isn’t it? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  It’s McCann Golf Course. 

 

Councilmember Parise:  You’re right. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Christo’s is located on City property.  It’s on McCann Golf 

Course.  I don’t believe it is listed in those who have other hours, so it would default to the 11 

o’clock hour.  All City parks close at 11:00 p.m. unless the code specifies otherwise. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Madam Chair, now that Chamberlain Flynn has submitted to me Ordinance O-

12-12. 

 

City Chamberlain Flynn explained that the Deputy Chamberlain had made up the agenda in her 

absence and had made the error(s).  attempted to correct all the packets, but some were picked up 

already before they could be corrected.  However, the Ordinance copy is correct and reads O-12-

12. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Madam Chair, now that I have Ordinance O-12-12, ordinance amending park 

hours for Waryas Park, I vote Aye to extend the hours. 

 

City Chamberlain Flynn:  Sorry for the confusion.  

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §15-19 

OF CHAPTER 15 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “CLOSED HOURS OF CITY PARKS” 

 

(O-12-12) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  §15-19 is hereby amended by the following additions: 

 

Section 15-19  Closed hours of city parks 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person, unless engaged either as a participant or as a spectator at a 

public event sanctioned by the City of Poughkeepsie, to occupy or to be present in all City parks 

between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. of the following day, as all City parks are ordered 
 



 Official Common Council Minutes of November 5, 2012 

 

18 

 

closed from the hours of 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day, except as provided herein: 

 
Park Hours Closed 
  
Bartlett Park  10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
 

College Hill Park and  

basketball court of  

College Hill Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 

  
Eastman Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  
Kaal Rock Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  
King Street Park  10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 

Lincoln Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  

Mansion Square Park 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  
Pulaski Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  
Reservoir Square Park 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 

  
Soldier's Memorial  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
Fountain 

Spratt Park   10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 
  

Waryas Park  9:00  p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 

 
  
Wheaton Park  9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. of the following day 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

 

DELETIONS denoted by Strikethrough 
 
R12-77 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Mayor Tkazyik  Voter    
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  At the request of Chairwoman Johnson, we were asked to 

prepare an additional public hearing.  The Administrative Code requires that one public hearing 

will be held regarding the Mayor’s proposed budget.  At your request, you had asked for an 

additional date for a public hearing.  This resolution will set the additional date at November 19, 

2012 at 5:30 p.m.   

RESOLUTION 

(R-12-74) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has received the Mayor’s proposed 2013 budget for the City 

of Poughkeepsie and the budget message from the Mayor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Administrative Code section 14.04 requires that upon 

such receipt, the Common Council shall set a public hearing thereon, giving the public notice of 

at least ten (10) days in the official newspaper; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has scheduled a public hearing 

for the purpose of receiving comment on the proposed budget for November 5, 2012 at 5:30 

p.m.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of setting an additional public hearing; 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie shall hold an 

additional public hearing to receive comment from the public concerning the proposed 2013 

budget on Monday, November 19, 2012 at 5:30 pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third 

Floor, City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York and the Chamberlain is hereby 

directed to publish proper notice of the above hearing.  

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 
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R12-74 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We’re moving $5,000 from the Common Council legal line in order for 

us to save these jobs, crunch numbers, and it’s not really going to cost that much.  But we need 

help. We can come up with the numbers, we can come up with an idea, but we need to crunch 

the numbers to make sure that everything works accounting wise.   

 
R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-12- 75) 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON 
 
 WHEREAS, by resolution R-12-11, the Common Council appropriated funds for 
the purpose of contracted legal services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of retaining a certified public 
accountant for the purpose of reviewing and developing the 2013 budget; and  
  
 WHEREAS, the Common Council wishes to encumber an amount not to exceed 
$5,000 for the purpose of retaining said accountant; and 
 
  

Now, Therefore, 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby approves and authorizes 
the encumbrance and appropriation of $5,000 from the Common Council’s contracted 
legal services line for the purpose of retaining a certified public accountant. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
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R12-75 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Thank you Madam Chair.  Before you is a resolution, based on the 

response by the County back in August, of limiting the amount of City sales tax revenue.  Also, 

this resolution is before you, based on what we’ve seen on a budget on that one.   

 

Councilmember Mallory was asked to read R-12-76 in it’s’ entirety. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I just wanted to say great resolution, Councilmember Mallory.  We wanted to 

send a strong message over to the County, but I did want the Finance Commissioner real quick 

just to tell you what the County Executive’s announced budget now that it’s concrete is.  How it 

really affects the City based on a 2% growth. Commissioner, if you can just go through it very 

quickly. 

 

Commissioner of Finance Bunyi:  Very quickly.  The 2013 Budget for the County reflects not a 

$5 Million increase, but a $9 Million increase.  That is because they computed the cap based on 

the first quarter, which was a minus 2%.  As of eight months, the sales tax is up 1.47 and based 

on that projection, we will lose $2.45 Million, instead of the $1.7 that we were originally told.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, we’re going to be losing $4.5 instead of $1.7 Million.  So, where 

does that put us now? 

 

Finance Commissioner Bunyi:  We budgeted a $2 Million loss.  All we’re saying is, we’re not 

getting the growth.  They’re taking everything. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Remember, we proposed $1.7 and then we said, “wait a minute – something’s 

not right.  That’s because they’re capping us at the first quarter.  And then, with the growth, the 

County anticipates that’s the growth we’re not going to receive.  So, that’s what we could get 

would be the 2 you know…now we’re going to call…(inaudible). 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I read that a lot of people are sending a message to the County, because 

they’re not satisfied.  Everybody is sending a message, so you know.  We’re not the only ones in 

that boat, in other words.   

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 
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(R-12-76) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER MALLORY: 

 
WHEREAS, the  City of Poughkeepsie has received correspondence from Dutchess County 

Government stating that the County will be reducing the City of Poughkeepsie’s portion of 

county the sales tax revenue by at least 15% for fiscal year 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, the County has announced, as part of a plan to close the County’s deficit, the 

County will keep a larger share of the county sales tax revenue and impose a cap on the 

aggregate share of the county sales tax revenue for all cities, towns, and villages to $25 million 

dollars starting in 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 1989, all Dutchess County cities, towns, and villages have depended on this 

vital revenue source as a significant component of their local budgets helping stabilize the real 

property tax levy; and 

 

WHEREAS, all municipalities have fairly shared the benefit from the growth in sales tax 

revenue in good economic times, and have fairly shared the burden from a decline in the county 

sales tax revenue during difficult economic times; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governor and the New York State Legislature enacted a property tax cap of 

two percent (2%) in 2011 for all local governments without any mandate relief, adding to the 

difficulty for local governments to meet its fiduciary obligations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the changes in sales tax revenue distribution formula proposed by the County 

disproportionally and adversely impacts all cities, towns, and villages which will result in many 

municipalities having to cut services and increase its property tax levy to offset the loss of the 

county sales tax revenue, and in many cases, will require municipalities to override their 

mandatory two percent property tax cap; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, The recitations above set forth are incorporated in this Resolution as if 

fully set forth and adopted herein; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER; RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby 

declares its opposition to any changes in the county sales tax revenue distribution formula as 

proposed by the County which creates undue hardship on the local governments of Dutchess 

County, and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie calls upon 

Dutchess County Legislator Chairman Rob Rolison, Dutchess County Legislator Minority 

Leader Barbara Jeter-Jackson, and Dutchess County Legislator Steve White, on behalf of 

the people of the City of Poughkeepsie to oppose the changes in the county sales tax distribution 

formula; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie calls upon 

the entire Dutchess County Legislature to oppose and reject any proposed changes to county 

sales tax distribution and revenue sharing with all the cities, towns, and villages of Dutchess 

County; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie directs our 

City Chamberlain to memorialize a copy of this resolution to the Clerk of the Dutchess County 

Legislature, the entire Dutchess County Legislature, and the County Executive, hereby 

expressing the City of Poughkeepsie’s formal opposition to the proposed change in distribution 

of the county sales tax to the cities, towns, and villages of Dutchess County. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 
R12-76 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM GINO’S PIZZA AND RESTAURANT, a notice of intent to renew their 

Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

2. FROM MUHAMMAD S. KHURSHID, a notice of claim sustained on July 25, 

2012. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

3. FROM LAWRENCE E. WONDERLY, a notice of claim sustained on August 1, 

2012. Referred to Corporation Counsel  

 

4. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, Quarterly Report (3
rd

 Quarter 2012 July 1
st
- 

September 30
th

).   Mayor Tkazyik:  Madam Chair, members of the Council, I 

present the Quarterly Report for the third quarter.  Please find a copy for your 

review, deliberation.  This covers the period of July 1
st
, 2012 until September 30

th
, 

2012.  Please review that and any specific questions to me or the Acting City 

Administrator of any of the departments reported. 
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I’ll make it very quick.  First Quarter and Second Quarter Reports 

needed corrections.  I made a comment that these needed to be done.  We have not received the 

corrections for these quarters. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe the Acting City Administrator has given those to my Administrative 

Assistant to make those and provide the appropriate copies to the Council with the amended 

corrections. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Do you have any idea when we’ll be getting them? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Probably get them at your next meeting.  It takes a lot to get all this detail 

from them to give you for the quarterly report, but we’ll get those amendments to you. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Any other unfinished business? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I do have one piece of unfinished business – it’s sort of new business, but 

really unfinished business.  We were informed, and I wanted to make the Council aware,  I met 

with representatives from Save-A-Lot Supermarkets from Moran Foods, Inc. and they gave the 

City notice that they would no longer continue with the proposed development project at the 

Crannell Street lot.  The delay with the New York State D.O.T. with the curb cut process, we 

were informed by them that corporate did reevaluate the project here in Poughkeepsie and they 

decided not to move forward.  Remember, this was going to be a corporate store, not a franchise 

store.  This was a major undertaking on their part.  However, some good news along the way.  

Some of the members of the group who sort of brought Save-A-Lot to the City have expressed 

interest still in that site for future possibilities. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Such as…? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Other supermarkets that may be interested.  I think that the window is still 

open. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, in other words, that particular property, we’re still looking for that 

supermarket. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That is still a prime location amongst other supermarket corporations, because 

it’s right off the Arterial to develop a project.  However, Moran Foods, Inc. Save-A-Lot has 

given the City notice that they are not going to pursue the project.  I wanted to bring it to the 

Council’s attention. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Maybe we can look at our buddies at Shop-Rite. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We’d love to get a major chain in the city, but we don’t have the square 

footage they want.  I’d love to have Shop-Rite.  But, we’ll keep pursuing.   
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XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Just one thing, Madam Chair.  I’d like to thank the Mayor for 

expressing exactly what happened with the shelter, because I was hearing from either 

constituents or others from the not-for-profits that expressed the concern that why wasn’t it in the 

city?  So, I want to thank you for going on record pointing to it should directly be pointed to – 

the County. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I believe the Mayor and I had that discussion because when I saw that I 

said that we really had to do something.  It just wasn’t feasible; I was very upset because our 

families had to travel all the way to Beacon.  Why can’t they go to the Salvation Army, which is 

within walking distance, centrally located.  That’s where we normally send people when we have 

fires and other emergencies.    

 

Councilmember Mallory:  We’ve sent people to the Civic Center in the past. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson: In the future, is that something we really don’t have any control over? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Again, with the resources that get deployed from the County through the State 

to the Red Cross, wherever those resources are going to be set up, what the Red Cross can handle 

is where they’re going to select but make it known that how we were displeased about the 

decision. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Is there any type of churches or any other type of.... 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  The problem is, that you have to have an organized organization.  When you 

declare an emergency or declare shelters there are certain protocols that must be followed to 

cities and counties to provide certain accommodations.  A lot of it could be mental health needs, 

medical needs and toilets per person.  The Red Cross was established at both sites.  All resources 

were given there, unfortunately, at a school.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We have vacant schools and vacant buildings here too.  I would love to 

see maybe Hudson River Housing or some other organizations that already deal with the 

homeless… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Again, any help that the council members could…write to the County 

Executive or write to the Legislators saying that you were displeased.  I did get a call from  

Supervisor Tancredi in the Town [of Poughkeepsie] because the Town shares a lot of the 

interaction with homeless population and the shelters and he was very upset that it was not a 

centralized location in Dutchess County. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  So, his people had to go to Beacon? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes, if they had the opportunity to get there. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  That’s what I mean; that’s far. 
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Mayor Tkazyik:  And, they wanted them to pay, after displacing them. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Oh, my goodness.  Any other new business?   

 

Councilmember Perry:  I just want to ask you, Mr. Mayor, you mean to tell me there’s nothing 

in the entire City of Poughkeepsie for our population here that can house anyone in a distress 

situation like that?  We have to go to Beacon and Red Hook and everywhere else that we 

normally don’t go to? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We do have those plans in place in places that we work with, such as the Civic 

Center and the Salvation Army.  However, the resources to run those shelters was not provided 

to the City.  That’s the issue. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Were the resources available to the other places, just not to the City? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That’s correct. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Do you have any reason that that didn’t happen?  Do you have any 

knowledge of anything… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  That’s a question to ask with the County Executive and the Dutchess County 

Emergency Management Team.  Why Beacon was selected. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Wanted to know why the City was not selected, since we have  schools 

closed, just to be closed.  This is nonsense, I never heard of such nonsense.  So, our people in the 

City, with no transportation would have to walk to Beacon? This is outrageous; this is 

unbelievable.  We should do something about opening our schools.  We have plenty of schools 

and that the people pay taxes for these schools. This is unreasonable.  

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  The Mayor and I were very upset.  We have everybody in the City of 

Poughkeepsie.  This is the melting pot.   

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairwoman Johnson and Councilmember Rich seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. 

 

Dated:  February 6, 2013 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, October 1, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, November 5, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. Public Hearing regarding  

proposed 2013 Budget 

6:30 p.m. presentation by Wastezero 

 

I.      ROLL CALL  
 

 

  

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-74, setting an additional 

public hearing for the 2013 preliminary budget. 

 

2. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-75, appropriation of 

$5000. 00 for the retention of an accountant for the Common Council.  
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3. FROM COUNCILMEMBER MALLORY, Resolution R12-76, opposing the 

proposed sales tax cap by Dutchess County.  

 

4. FROM COUNCILMEMBER PARISE, Resolution R12-77, providing for 

expanded hours of operations for the Ice House Restaurant. 

 

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM COUNCILMEMBER PARISE, Ordinance O-12-12, amending park 

hours for Waryas Park. 

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

5. FROM GINO’S PIZZA AND RESTAURANT, a notice of intent to renew their 

Liquor License.  

 

6. FROM MUHAMMAD S. KHURSHID, a notice of claim sustained on July 25, 

2012.  

 

7. FROM LAWRENCE E. WONDERLY, a notice of claim sustained on August 1, 

2012.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


