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     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of October 15, 2012 

 

6 

 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

  All Present 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 
Common Council Minutes of 8-20-12 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 
Public Hearing of 8-20-12 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

ADD 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

3. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-72, overriding 

the Mayor’s veto of R12-67. 

4. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-73, overriding 

the Mayor’s veto of R12-68.  

 

VIII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catherine Street: I came today to the news conference on the 

budget at 12:00.  It affects 40 some positions being laid off which are mostly these 

guys here in the back in the orange and the lime green t-shirts.  This is our sanitation 

department.  I said when we went the 411s and we started making them pick their 

trash up this city will become a hellhole.  It will become a dumping ground, right on 
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down the line and it has. I take care of 30 some properties and every day that I go out 

to those properties I find box springs, mattresses, every type of piece of furniture.  I 

fill people’s garbage up at College Hill Park. I have spent the entire summer up there 

mowing and cleaning up.  Now it is proposed that we spend between $6 and $26 a 

month between three companies.  For $6, I don’t know what kind of service we’re 

going to get for our garbage but I doubt I want a rinky dink garbage pail. I feel that if 

adding $26 a month right out to another contractor to pick up my garbage.  The $0.50 

for the water thing that should have been taken care of the last couple of years instead 

of hitting us with a $0.40 increase in our water bill.   It is going to raise my taxes 

close to 30% once you add in all the extra fees.  If you get rid of one of the sanitation 

guys this city will look worse.  You can keep on building the waterfront but that 

won’t take care of Main Street.  Main Street on a Sunday morning is littered with 

garbage.  It’s because we don’t have a City worker out working on the weekends.  We 

need parking enforcement to turn around to get the guys who are going over the line 

on Main Street.  We don’t have people enforcing no parking on Sundays.  There are 

ways this City could make some money.  Stop taking it out on the taxpayer and do not 

take it out on our workforce.     

 

Dory Marcinelli 31 Miller Road:  
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David Dooris 71Garden Street I think that since Bush, we have been using the 

excuses for the recession, economy.  When is somebody from City administration 

going to take responsibility for the affairs of the City?  I lived here for 59 years.  I 

walk on Main Street from Market to Corlies Avenue every Sunday.  It is amazing 

what I see.  I am ashamed to be living in the City of Poughkeepsie.  It’s a pigsty.  The 

economy and recession doesn’t put the litter in the parks; doesn’t put the garbage on 

the street.  Someone said you look to Scranton or you look to Wall Street; you look to 

California for failure.  Look in your own backyard if you want to see failure.  Get out 

of your office and walk up Main Street some Sunday morning.  Take some pictures.  

Does anybody ever pick it up?  Now you are getting rid of sanitation.  You are going 

to have the rats carrying it out of there.  I could be sitting here 10 years from now and 

we would be using the same excuses.  The economy is bad, the recession is bad.  We 

are going through bad times.  We are not the only city to be going through bad times.  

You tell me that there are no cities out there that are making it?  I am going to read 

something.  Failure sometimes brings success.  The more you fail, the more you try to 

get it right.  City administration has failed in its attempt to run the City.  Failure isn’t 

bad if you learn from your mistakes.  City administration needs to take these failures 

and turn them into successes.  How is that done?  By the City being responsible for its 

failures instead of making excuses.   When do the excuses stop?  When does the 

leader of this City stop up to the people of this City and take responsibility for the 

deplorable conditions this City is in?  And say to the people, I have failed you. We 

keep looking to other cities for solutions.  How are they doing in these hard times?  

Stop it.  Take responsibility for your own failures.  Clean up your own backyard first.  

Last time I looked the sign at the entrance of Academy doesn’t say welcome to 

Beacon, Kingston or Newburgh.  It still says welcome to Poughkeepsie.  The streets 

are filthy, crime is out of hand.  Main Street from Academy to Corlies Avenue is a 

warzone and a pigsty.  The parks are overrun by weeds, garbage, unmowed grass.  It 

seems that the only time the City does anything with the parks is when there is an 

event at the park.  The City should be embarrassed.  They have lied to the people.  

They have deceived the people into thinking they are doing a good job.  Putting 

lipstick on a pig.  Stand up city administration and say to the good people of this city, 

I am sorry.  I have failed you as your leaders.  Then maybe this City will start to heal.  

What we need is a workhorse not a show horse.  I am wondering what we got, a work 

horse or an old gray mare.   

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street – Instead of Poughkeepsie being a tree city, 

it’s going to be rat city.  It says in the Post that another three cities are on the verge of 

bankruptcy.  Yonkers, Rochester and Syracuse.  Forty-three percent of the budget is 

not being touched.  That being the public safety budget, which is the uniformed police 

and fire.  In other cities like Newburgh, Newark and New York City have cut 8, 100 

and 10 thousand respectively from the police force. I don’t want to see this young kid 

being cut either.  He is a Poughkeepsie resident and he is veteran too.  Is 

Poughkeepsie a sacred cow?  Here in Poughkeepsie there are 10% on disability at the 

time with full pay.  Not to do other paperwork, which they could for light work.  On 

the outside can work while tapping the City coffers and pay on the taxpayers dime.  

And they still collect their full pay here.  Is Poughkeepsie becoming a police state?  
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Why does the Mayor and PBA oppose a civilian review board?  The reason why on 

the county level Steinhaus is running the show Republic and they didn’t want to raise 

taxes.  That is one reason why the county is in bad shape.  The same thing happened 

here too when the City wasn’t raising taxes because everybody is worried about 

getting elected again.  This is what bothers me about the budget.  It says $6 to $27 

guestimate for a single family.  Is this once a month, once a week pick up?  At $6 

that’s a low ball with bankruptcy around the corner.  Thirty four dollars a month is 

the going rate in the county.  The City with its benefits is $20.  These guys out here 

work for half the price for what they pay in the county.  Urban renewal destroyed this 

city with its neighborhoods.  This is the last vestige of a neighborhood that you got.  

The garbage men and the buses.  If you do anything to them, you might as well pack 

this city in.  I notice in the budget they are talking about getting rid of 16 guys.  But 

also in the budget it talks about DPW picking up trash on Main Street.  Something 

doesn’t sound right.  It doesn’t pass the smell test.  There are several things that 

haven’t been discussed.  Sales taxes; we have been getting more than we should.  

Nobody’s talking about the tipping fees.  It seems like they’re going to go up.  And 

what about the $400,000 that was taking out of for the 411?  What’s happening with 

that case?   

 

Candace Lewis 2 Loockerman Avenue – I am here representing the Dutchess 

County Historical Society.  I am here to inform you tonight; I’m not here to complain. 

We had a job meeting for the Glebe House on October 4
th

.  I wanted to quickly bring 

you up to date.   At that meeting we addressed issues such as access, timing, storage 

of materials, schedule. They are going to bring a generator so they don’t have to enter 

the building.  They are going to bring their own pickup trucks.  This is One Time 

Roofing. There are a couple of outstanding issues that may come up in the future.  

There has been so much water in that building that when they pull the roof off they 

might find that underneath the installation may be soaked.  We won’t know that until 

it comes off.  They also might find that some of the rafters are wet.  But none of that 

will be known until the roof comes off.  Also the front portico is not being addressed 

right now.  That is being put off until later.  But we can’t use the building because 

there is no banister and there are several steps there.  I will also ask you to please 

keep in mind that you all voted $50,000 for this project in April.  The amount of 

money that was bid was just over that.  It is $51,000 or $52,000 and there is also 

$23,000 in a hold over fund from quite a few years ago that you all were just made 

aware of recently.  We at the society are hoping that this will used for future projects.   

 

Acting City Administrator Bunyi: On the status of the Glebe House, I know they 

have had a meeting with the Historical Society.  To my knowledge it has been 

awarded and all the plans are in place to start the roof.  I guess the issue is how do we 

address the front portico.  I will meet with the Commissioner of Public Works to see 

what his plans are for the front portico.   

 

Betty Titus 21 Gifford Avenue – I am here on behalf of my sanitation guys.  My 

grandfather was a sanitation man, Domenic Imperati.  You had to roll out the garbage 

and it was taken care of.  My street, Gifford Avenue, is horrible.  People throw their 
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garbage out; they don’t even put a top on it.  These guys will pick up that mess, so 

that it isn’t there for everybody else.  We’re supposed to have a city sweeper but the 

truck is broken.  You are giving people tickets for being parked on a street that 

nobody comes to clean.  I am tired of it.  I have one of the nicer houses.  I take pride 

in where I live.  I make sure my house is well groomed.  I even go out into the street 

to cut out what is in the gutter.  I think that taking away our sanitation guys…they are 

just as valuable to me as a policeman and a fireman.  They pick up the disease that is 

inside those garbage cans that nobody else wants to do.  Another complaint is that 

walkway.  You took away my privacy when you put that up there.  And it isn’t over 

the top of your house but maybe Mr. Parise’s.  It was supposed to be contributions.  

No, now it’s a state park.  God bless you all for doing such a lousy job.   

 

William Dukas 96 South Hamilton Street – I am longtime resident of the City and I 

am very proud to be a citizen of Poughkeepsie.  I love Poughkeepsie.  I was brought 

up here and have had a lot to do with the City over the years.  I also care about my 

citizens.  These guys are all citizens here.  And they are good guys.  They do a lot for 

the City; they go beyond their job.  You really need to consider what you are going to 

do for these folks.  You should try to hold on to these people.  Like the lady before 

me, I do agree that they are just as important as the police or anybody else.  I would 

like a cleaner city myself.  I still have a lot of faith that things can be worked out.  

You can make things change.  You can vote the right way.  Please take care of these 

gentlemen over here and their families.   

 

Cindy Peaton 55 Lent Street – I am the Lent Street Block Association President.  I 

was sad to hear about cuts in sanitation.  I bought my house 40 years ago at 55 Lent 

Street.  I turned around and bought a piece of property behind mine because they 

were dumping on it.  They had rats out there as long as my arm.  I look around and I 

see the City of Poughkeepsie is going back to where it was in 1997.  And I know that 

we can work together and I know we can make it happen.  When I came into the City 

of Poughkeepsie and bought my home, sanitation was bringing out the garbage out 

from behind the house.  Now they can only pick it up on the curb.  They were picking 

up anything and everything.  Now they can only pick up garbage.  It’s sad to see that 

we have government officers and you cannot afford to give up sanitation.  I pick up 

Lent Street, Winnikee Avenue, part of Thompson, Smith, I pick it up every day.  You 

walk down that street; you don’t see garbage lying all over.  Give us a helping hand.  

Please don’t cut our garbage.  Do you know how many times I have gone out and cut 

trees and cut grass to make the City look better on the North Side? I love the City of 

Poughkeepsie.  And I love the people in the City of Poughkeepsie.  We have a lovely 

set of people on the diesis.  My family and I appreciate it.  I speak for the people on 

the North Side and College Hill has gone to the dogs.   

 

Katrina Davis 107 Smith Street – I am a new homeowner.  I just bought my house 

about three years ago with help from the City of Poughkeepsie First Time 

Homebuyers Club.  I am a single parent with a two family house.  The thought of 

paying more for sanitation is overwhelming.  It’s not just garbage that these guys do.  

When the snow is out there and my driveway is plowed in and I have to get out there 
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with a snow blower and do it.   A lot of these trucks that come by, they are your 

sanitation workers.  A lot of times when there is deer on the roadside and they need to 

be picked up, those are your sanitation workers.  As far as the service they provide.  

Sometimes just bringing the garbage to the curb is something we all don’t want to do.  

You don’t want to touch your own garbage and they are touching tons and tons of 

garbage every day.  I think there can be another resolution worked out to save these 

guys jobs.  They have families.  My son’s father is one of those workers.  I think you 

all need to think about that.   

 

A motion is made by Councilmember Boyd to suspend the rules to let Bruce Dooris 

speak for over three minutes. Councilmember Rich seconded the motion.   

 

Bruce Dooris 41 Wilson Blvd (CSEA Vice President) – We did have an inkling of 

this coming down the pipe.  We prepared ourselves this week.  We know two council 

members got a good hit of us this week.  Councilman Herman and Councilman 

Parise.  We have started a people’s campaign and we are going door to door in every 

ward.  All 6200 houses we will hit.  We are telling the people of this city what is 

going on, not just with sanitation but overall with the bus, sanitation and now the 

other cuts.  Cuts in juvenile, cuts in mechanics in our garage, cuts across the board.  I 

told you last week that we are up to 55 with these new ones over that last 4 years.  

The bottom rung of all the unions here in the City have taken the brunt of all of it.  

The Mayor said it this week in his address, there is no cuts, no layoffs, of uniformed 

personnel.  CSEA are the ones who are taking the hit.  We are going door to door.  

Your phones are going to ring off the hook.  Two council people already called us 

and told us that their phones were ringing.  We haven’t even gotten up to Fox Hill 

yet.  We are going to hit every other ward this week.  We have been meeting with the 

City about sanitation since 411s. We knew 411s were going back in the summer of 

2010.  We started picking up 411s in 2011.  We had a huge meeting in the Mayor’s 

Office in the summer of 2010 about the 411s.  At that time we presented a plan to him 

and it didn’t go nowhere.  They weren’t going to listen to us about how to raise extra 

revenue here in the City.  We asked then City Administrator Long, if you are going to 

sub it out, why not let us do it and get the money?  We already had the equipment, the 

manpower, everything.  It wouldn’t cost the City anything extra, bill them through the 

tax collector department and we’ll get the money.  It’s all legal.  At that time, City 

Administrator Long looked at us and said, “City of Poughkeepsie will make our 

prices so high that Royal will have no problem competing.”  We were shocked.  That 

was how much they were willing to do to get rid of it.  Once the 411s were going, so 

was the street collection going.  It was a one stop deal; it was just one year.  They 

were out of money after one year.  So that is why we are going door to door to all 

6200 units.  That was my brother here who spoke and I thank him very much.  I agree 

with everything he said.  He said that we have to stop comparing ourselves and we 

do.  I can tell you that the City of Kingston has their own garbage collection.  CSEA 

collects it.  City of Newburgh has their own garbage collection.  CSEA collects it.  

Mayor told us today that we don’t want to be like Beacon; Beacon is privatized.  

Beacon pays Royal to pick up their garbage.  Beacon is sorry they made the deal.  We 

also know that the City hired a consultant.  I talked to the consultant and he said to 
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me that the City would be foolish to get rid of sanitation.  He says there are a lot of 

reasons.  He says that the City is not a regular business.  They don’t have to make 

money; they don’t have to make a profit.  They just have to be efficient and pick it up 

that way.  They don’t pay taxes like a corporation does.  If you get rid of sanitation 

then you don’t have control over the men anymore.  They don’t do the other tasks.  

Royal is not going to pick up the dead animals, they’re not going to pick up the parks, 

they’re not going to pick up the business district, they’re not going to snow plow, 

they’re not going to pick up the leaves.  There are six guys on that lay off list who 

snow plow with the big trucks.  There is only eight on the team.  That means six out 

of eight are gone.  There are no alternates.  We told you that last week.  So who is 

going to plow?  The Mayor said we are going to get it done.  I don’t know who, I 

don’t know where.  Keep those contractors numbers handy because we might need 

them for plowing.  He loves those contractors.  Their price was $100 per man per 

hour.  Last year’s budget was $1.5 million.  You need to raise revenue.  That’s what 

we need to do.  In 2011, there is an article in the Journal when this council was doing 

the same thing going through a budget review.  At that time Councilwoman Solomon 

said that she was worried about the revenue.  She was worried about where the 

revenue was going.  We are not raising revenue.  She was right.  We have raised no 

revenue in the last four years.  I spoke to one of the City’s advisors about the 411s 

and asked why no one was listening about the 411s.  About getting revenue from the 

411s.  One of the advisors said, “My guess is that they are satisfied with the savings 

and it is an easier path.  Kind of lazy since the commercial tax rate is going up 27% 

next year.  They are going to have to pay Royal.”  All the other city residents are 

going to have to pay Royal.  So if they are paying Royal, why not pay us?  The 

Mayor says we don’t want to raise taxes.  Every five dollars that you put in a 

sanitation fund you raise $50,000.  Budget last year was $1.5 million without the 

benefits so it’s $2 million.  That’s $20.  The Mayor said they can do it between $6 

and $27.  Just look on your TV, its channel 24.  Mahopac charges $29. They did their 

own survey and they were going to doing only $25 for private carters.  All the private 

carters said that was too cheap, they can’t do it for $25.  The Mayor says they can do 

it for $6. I don’t know where he is getting his numbers but they told the Town of 

Mahopac they can’t do it for $25.  So Mahopac raised their prices to $29 for once a 

week and $34.50 for twice a week.  The same as the City of Newburgh which raises 

$3.1 million.  The two positions in the garage are going and we don’t have enough 

mechanics now.  We do 200 taxis and we still have the plows to do.  There are no 

plows ready.  There salt in the barn but it can’t go on the trucks because the salters 

are in a difference place than the trucks.  If it snows tomorrow you would have use 

the little trucks to plow big roads.  We only have six trucks.  The heavyweight trucks 

are not coming in until next April.  We would like to have the new trucks because 

they are 4x4 and they climb the hills better by the hospital.  The other trucks are very 

dangerous on the hills.  We have to keep the salt in them at maximum capacity so we 

don’t slip down the hill and cause an accident.  Cuts need to be made; you just need 

to go line by line.  You could cut $80,000 out of the Finance office.  He has a couple 

of part timers down there.  One makes $30,000 and one makes $50,000.  I thought all 

part timers were out of here.  There are a lot of cuts to make in the budget.  We, the 

union, are here to work with you.  Anytime you need some answers, anytime the City 
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is willing to sit down and work with the union and make it more efficient.  Make 

sanitation more efficient and reform it.  We are here to save our jobs.  We’re taking 

zeros.  We can’t just do it by ourselves.  One last thing for bus.  If you are in the 

whole for $230,000, he raised the fares by $0.25.  That would get you anywhere from 

$90,000 to $100,000.  We like to change the routes around to get you another 

$100,000.  So now you are only in the whole for $30,000.  That’s not too bad. If you 

give it to the Loop, the Galleria bus is gone, The Shoppers Special bus is gone, the 

school bus is gone and we’re not going to Hyde Park.  Let’s change the routes and do 

it ourselves.  We had 380,000 riders last year.  Also in juvenile, Dory will be all 

alone.  The secretary is going too.   

 

IX. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – We release the 2013 preliminary budget for your review and 

deliberation and we look forward to many members of the public coming to hear 

those sessions as the Council works with the department heads to go line by line 

throughout that process.  Wednesday and Thursday of this week and next Monday 

and of course any future dates as needed, the department heads are willing and able to 

schedule those.  This past weekend we had two wonderful events in our wards, 

Autumn in the Park in the 6
th

 Ward hosted by Councilwoman Solomon.  I was able to 

get a picture with one of the animals there, a big fat mule.  Bob Martinson had great 

entertainment and the church did a fabulous job.  In the 1
st
 Ward we celebrated 

Pulaski Days Celebration in the park and festivities at the Italian Center hosted by 

Councilman Tom Parise and the public enjoyed that as well.  Of course I am looking 

forward to the annual Celebration of Lights which will take place on Friday, 

November 30
th

 sponsored by the Bardavon and the Downtown River District.  Also 

last week the City was able to reach a settlement with the Village of Wappingers Falls 

for the outstanding water bill payment that was owed to the City since June of last 

year.  That settlement came in at $407,500 in delinquent payment to the Joint Water 

Project with the City and Town of Poughkeepsie.  So that arrangement was made and 

met last week.  The total with interest about $740,000 

 

X. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Johnson – This afternoon I listened to the Mayor’s 2013 budget report.  

I sat there in shock and disbelief.  When he mentioned that his budgets of 2009, 2010, 

2011 and 2012 and I quote, “were all delivered with hopes that the economy would 

someday improve and that our home values would increase, and sales tax revenues 

would grow.”  Unless you lived on the planet Mars, it is reported every night in the 

news about the horrible economic conditions of our nation.  The plummeting home 

values, high unemployment, heartbreaking poverty rates and the taxpayers 

abandoning their homes at an alarming rate.  This statement was also a quote from the 

Mayor’s 2013 report.  So why didn’t this administration have the foresight to 

anticipate the situation that it now finds itself into?  Why didn’t they plan slight tax 

increases each year in preparation for this rainy day?  Was it because reelection bids 

outweighed good government and leadership?  Now here are left with layoffs of our 
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sanitation, garbage department with 13 sanitation workers with families who are hard 

working and dedicated collecting our garbage in the rain, sleet and snow.  Now they 

will have to suffer in this 2013 budget just to hand over our city services to a private 

hauler who will charge each and every residential property owner a garbage pickup 

bill.  With everyone choosing their own pickup service with different by different 

companies which sounds like a royal mess.  No pun intended.  To add insult to injury, 

he did not cut positions across the board leaving certain departments untouched.  It is 

not fair to just sacrifice our garbage men to penalize and leave taxpayers to fend for 

themselves with paying for private garbage pickup service while pretending not 

increase taxes but give them yet another bill.  Maintaining only a 2% tax increase 

which homeowners pay with one hand while they pay hefty private fees with the 

other hand is a political shell game.  When in the long run, this privatization will 

become extremely costly and create a dirtier city with uncoordinated garbage pickup.  

What I find most disturbing is how the Mayor has decided to rewrite the Charter by 

eliminating the City Administrator’s salary in the budget and leaving different 

department heads to operate the City instead of actively looking for a replacement for 

Mr. Mike Long, who left abruptly, to run our city.  This scenario is like having a 

runaway train with different conductors each day.  We cannot and will not allow 

anyone to violate this City Charter for their own benefit when the City Charter clearly 

states that the Mayor has 60 days to find and hire a new City Administrator to run our 

City.  We need someone more than ever with the experience and qualifications to 

address the financial crisis that our city faces.  The Mayor says he proposes this 

budget with a heavy heart which we sympathize but ultimately this is not cardiology 

but the intense brainwork to municipal finance.  But I assure you tonight that this City 

Council under my leadership will scrutinize every item line of this budget and come 

up with a plan of action with public hearings and input from our taxpayers.  Unlike 

the Mayor we will make staff cuts across the board that is fair and just to everyone 

and there will not be any sacred cows.  Now for some good news.  Tonight we will be 

honoring Mr. Steven Boone, better known as Mr. Stevie, as our October Volunteer of 

the Month.  Mr. Stevie is a veteran of Vietnam veteran and a dedicated military man 

who has volunteered countless hours cooking and grilling at all our community events 

such as the Fire Exempts, Beth-El Church, King Street Park, Mr. Flowers events just 

to name a few.  So please join me in welcoming and honoring Mr. Steven Boone as 

our Mr. October Volunteer of the Month. 

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, APPROVING A CABLE 

TELEVISION FRANCHISE RENEWAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

POUGHKEEPSIE AND TIME WARNER CABLE NORTHEAST, LLC 

 

(R-12-70) 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
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 WHEREAS, that the Common Council has the exclusive power on behalf of the City of 

Poughkeepsie to grant franchises providing for or involving the use of the streets of the City and 

to give the consent of the City to any franchisee for or relating to the occupation of the streets; 

and 

 WHEREAS, that pursuant to the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, the 

Common Council has the authority to grant cable television franchises and renewals thereof on 

behalf of the City; and 

 WHEREAS, that that the Common Council and Time Warner Cable, pursuant to said 

Federal Law and pursuant to applicable New York State laws and the regulations promulgated 

thereunder, have complied with the franchise procedures required of municipalities and cable 

operators in the grant of cable television franchises or their renewal; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has conducted negotiations with Time Warner 

Cable and conducted a public hearing on October 1, 2012 concerning Time Warner Cable’s 

franchise renewal proposal affording all interested parties due process including notice and the 

opportunity to be heard; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council has determined that said franchise agreement fulfills 

and will fulfill the needs of the City with respect to cable television service and complies with 

the standards and requirements of the New York State Public Service Commission; 

  

NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council hereby adopts and approves the attached 

agreement entitled “Cable Television Franchise Renewal Agreement” in its entirety; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that in order to effectuate the franchise renewal agreement, the 
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Mayor and/or Corporation Counsel are hereby authorized to execute any and all documents 

pertaining thereto on behalf of the City. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 
R12-70 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that before them is a resolution 

required by the Administrative Code setting the hearing on the Mayor’s proposed 2013 

budget which was presented to the members of the Council today.  With the input of the 

Council suggesting a date of November 5
th

 which is a Monday at 5:30 pm in the Council 

Chambers. 

RESOLUTION 

(R-12-71) 

 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council has received the Mayor’s proposed 2013 budget for the City 

of Poughkeepsie and the budget message from the Mayor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Administrative Code section 14.04 requires that upon 

such receipt, the Common Council shall set a public hearing thereon, giving the public notice of 

at least ten (10) days in the official newspaper; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has scheduled a public hearing 

for the purpose of receiving comment on the proposed budget for November 5, 2012 at 5:30 

p.m.; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of setting such public hearing; 
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NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie shall hold a a public 

hearing to receive comment from the public concerning the proposed 2013 budget on Monday, 

November 5, 2012 at 5:30 pm in the Common Council Chambers, Third Floor, City Hall, 62 

Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York and the Chamberlain is hereby directed to publish 

proper notice of the above hearing. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 

 

 
R12-71 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

      RESOLUTION 

(R-12-72) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON 

  

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie adopted Resolution R-

12-67 on September 19, 2012, which supported campaign finance in that corporations should not 

be afforded the entirety of protections or “rights” of natural persons; and 

WHEREAS, clean, fair, transparent and voter-owned elections are a necessity for a 

healthy democracy and public trust in our government; and 
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 WHEREAS, Campaign financing must conform to these same values if our system of 

elections is to maintain the public trust; and 

 WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo has called for New York State to adopt such a system of 

public financing for elections to statewide and legislative offices; and 

 WHEREAS, by a message dated September 28, 2012, the Mayor vetoed said Resolution 

as authorized by City Administrative Code §3.04; and 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of overriding the Mayor’s veto. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council, hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto so 

that Resolution R-12-67 shall be effective upon the adoption of this Resolution. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 
R12-72 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

4. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-12- 73) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILCHAIR JOHNSON: 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie adopted Resolution R-12-68 on 

September 19, 2012, which resolution called for the designation of a Common Council meeting 

room to be used exclusively by the Common Council, a copy of which is annexed hereto; and 
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WHEREAS, by a message dated September 28, 2012, the Mayor vetoed said resolution as 

authorized by City Administrative Code §3.04; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of overriding the Mayor’s veto.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council, hereby overrides the Mayor’s veto so that 

Resolution R-12-68 shall be effective upon adoption of this Resolution. 

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

 
R12-73 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Mallory – When we have our meeting on the 22
nd

 of October do we 

get a breakdown of the year-to-date of the cost of using Royal trucks?  What that 

costs us and why we were utilizing Royal from January to September 30, 2012.  

Secondly, since we are going to be talking about Corporation Counsel on the 17
th

 

could we please have a year-to-date what it costs the City to handle the lawsuit from 

Riverkeeper?  And also the current lawsuit with trash including budget lines and 

contracted services in the works.  Also the purchase of supplies for the case with 

Riverkeeper.  What line item did it come from and what did it cost us?  Also with 

what has happened with the Nelson House, what is the strategy and plan has the 

County presented to the City to remove asbestos and contaminated material?  If we 

could have that information as soon as possible.   
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  We will make every attempt to get any 

information as possible.  The county government is exempt from any zoning 

ordinances in the City of Poughkeepsie which includes any need to be issued a 

demolition permit which would have required the City to have obtained an asbestos 

survey.  So we really have no right to have that information. However, the County has 

been very forthcoming with the information.  They have been providing substantial 

amounts of documentation.  I will reach out to the County attorney and see what 

information they have in regard to that.  I am sure that a lot of that was discussed at 

the County meeting, but that is probably part of the record that would have been 

examined in order for them to take certain actions including the bonding of it, their 

SEQRA determination as well as the resolution of the full board to award a bid for 

that demolition.  I will try to obtain that information through public record or through 

the County attorney.  Since the County does not need a demo permit from the City we 

do not come in contact with asbestos information unless we go as a private citizen 

and request it through the Freedom of Information Act or if the County is freely 

willing to give up that information.  They probably are since they have been so 

forthcoming with information that we have requested in the past.   

 

Councilmember Solomon – Did I read in the newspaper that there was a negative 

declaration on their SEQRA? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – Yes, I believe that to be correct.  Part of the 

negative declaration of the SEQRA is that it identifies the negative impacts from such 

an action but as long as there is mitigating circumstances and they mitigate those 

negative impacts than they are free to issue a negative declaration upon their SEQRA.  

If there were negative impacts they would have been addressed and how they are 

going to abate those and mitigate those impacts. 

 

Councilmember Boyd – Since we don’t have any say on the asbestos in the building 

and the building does exist in the City of Poughkeepsie.  The people that work around 

that building are they wearing masks or anything?  Are we going to be having 

lawsuits against us because they are inhaling asbestos? It could present a problem 

with the City.   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – Our liability will be greatly decreased because 

we have no regulatory authority over them.  Therefore the County would be subject to 

any of the liability.  They would shoulder any liability because they are the regulatory 

authority over the demolition project.   

 

Councilmember Mallory – Back on September 15
th

, there was an article in the paper 

in reference to the County.  County Executive Marc Molinaro shared the County is 

helping the City in such ways such as funding a waterfront development process, 

looking at expanding County Loop services into the City which is considering cutting 

its own bus system.  Now I know what the Mayor has shared but unfortunately this is 

what is being put in the paper about cutting services.  If the County is sharing that 

they are providing us a service with development and processes like that, without a 
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City Planning Department or an Economic Development Department are we going to 

have a say in what the County puts money to and effort staff wise and what is 

developing on our waterfront? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – Absolutely.  We have our administrative staff, Corp. Counsel, we 

do have planning and building staff still present within the building.  Along with that 

the County is the lead on the RFP process in selecting the consultant which the Dyson 

Foundation funded to incorporate the overall waterfront development study, tying in 

these key projects with TOD and the Department of State and looking at the various 

ways the entire greenway connection can benefit and prosper the City’s waterfront 

moving forward.  We do participate; we do collaborate in all of those meetings.  Both 

building our current staff, planning, Corp. Counsel and myself.  We do sit in on those 

meetings.  The lead has always been that way.  Former City Administrator Long has 

attended those meetings.  Acting City Administrator Bunyi has been on top of all the 

necessary grants work with the Department of State and Restore New York to make 

sure those projects are still moving forward, people are getting paid and that they are 

on track.   

 

Councilmember Mallory – As was said earlier, we can’t partner with cable satellite 

companies because they don’t use our streets.  Is there any agreement we can make 

with them?  In my experience with Hudson River Housing, they put up those dishes 

and they look gaudy and the satellite companies are not responsible to remove them.  

Can we get involved in that kind of agreement to remove those dishes?   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – I have been looking into that also.  You will 

find a single family house in the City of Poughkeepsie with 3 or 4 satellite antennas 

on the house.  The City of Poughkeepsie currently has an ordinance in place that 

addresses satellite dishes.  It is somewhat antiquated in that it regulates sizes that are 

not pertaining to the current satellite dishes.  But at some point in history the City did 

regulate satellite dishes, they had to be placed in the back yard, they couldn’t be 

visible from the front yard, they couldn’t be a certain height, they couldn’t be a 

certain size, and whatnot.  We probably have some authority in our building/zoning 

code to regulate them and it may be something we should take a look at in the future 

to see if we can do some regulation over them.  It is not like a franchise agreement 

like we have with Verizon or Time Warner.  It would be in our zoning code, where 

they’re placed, how many can be placed per unit or residential house.  They have to 

be taken down after service has been disconnected.  That is something we can look 

into.   

 

Councilmember Mallory – I sat in on a Historic Preservation Commission meeting 

last week.  I noticed that minutes weren’t taken but it was shared that it was televised 

and that constitutes as minute taking.  Is that accurate?  Because what if the system 

went down, then we would have nothing. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – I was present at the meeting.  I took minutes, as 

well as the building inspector took minutes of the meeting.  I believe that it was 
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understood by building inspector that it was being televised but exactly for the point 

that it wasn’t, there was minutes taken.  The minutes only have to be when the 

meeting started, who made a motion and seconded it, the basic business of the 

meeting.  But that was being taken as it was at any other board meeting.   

 

Councilmember Rich – Asbestos is a scary word for some of us.  In the second ward 

we have the famous DeLaval discovery and then recently I had a woman who owned 

a historic house that wasn’t designated who had an asbestos problem with her paint.  

We had to work to see how she could have that taken care of so nobody got affected 

by any asbestos.  In the case of the County, maybe we don’t have any say but I will 

bet the Feds and the State may have some say about asbestos and how they are going 

to go about it.  When I went to a meeting with Mr. Molinaro, the County Executive, 

he talked about a new way which, as far as I could figure out, was imploding.  

Whenever you implode you get a big pile of stuff.  And whenever you implode you 

get some dirt or dust into the air.  So I am a little concerned that they are going to take 

it out a little at a time, like at DeLaval.  But that is correct; they are going to do this in 

a pretty quick way and makes me wonder whether the State and Feds ought to be 

alerted.  Their consultant did not mention this kind of imploding.  It is something that 

the County came up with on its own hook.  I am worried because that is the second 

ward again, The Nelson House.    

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – You bring up a good point. The City has no 

regulatory authority over the County.  However, they are still subject to regulation by 

the State, by the Department of Labor, which regulates the removal of asbestos.  Also 

the Department of Health.  I am sure that they will have to address those regulatory 

agencies exactly how they intend to remove the asbestos in a safe manner.  We can 

request that information from them but they are subject to regulations from the State, 

specifically Departments of Labor and Health.   

 

Councilmember Perry - If the County does not come under the code of the City as 

far as demolition is concerned, who from the City will be regulating the dust and 

everything that comes from the asbestos which will be showering down in the City?  

Who will be monitoring that? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – Again, I am sure our department heads, 

specifically the Commissioner of Public Works and the Building Inspector will 

monitor the activities over there for the safety of City property and our citizens.  The 

County will regulate themselves to some degree through their departments. And the 

State regulates their activities over there because they are not immune to laws of the 

State.  I would be pretty confident that the State Department of Labor and Health will 

require measures to make sure exactly what you explained does not occur at the 

demolition site. 

 

Councilmember Perry – As Councilmember Mallory mentioned about the dish that 

has been placed on several houses in the City of Poughkeepsie.  Time Warner or 

Verizon have to pay because they use the streets.  Is there any way that a fee could be 
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charged to each time a dish was installed on houses in the City of Poughkeepsie?  Is 

there any way to look into that?  There is no revenue coming from that, is there? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – At this time, there is not.   

 

Councilmember Perry – I think we should look into that otherwise we can all put a 

dish on our houses and get rid of the other companies.  Each person should pay their 

fair share of whatever services and benefits they are getting.  Considering the fact that 

we are strapped for cash.  That is something that I would like the Corporation 

Counsel and the Mayor, Chairwoman Johnson or whomever to look into and see 

where we could get some revenue from that source.   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – I think our best way of regulating something 

like that which is on private property as opposed to public right of way is to look at 

through the zoning code.  There may be a permitting process that we may want to 

look at to try to regulate the number of dishes.  We will look to other municipalities to 

see best practices are going on around the state.  I am sure this is not the first time this 

has come up in other municipalities or in courts.  We will look at this to try to come 

up with some regulation.   

 

Councilmember Boyd – I have a question for the Mayor.  You appointed several 

new people to the Historic Preservation Ordinance and Historic Commission.  I 

would like to find out what their credentials are.  You were not at the meeting, the 

public hearing about two weeks ago and the retired banker Joe Tackazewski.  But you 

should take a look at that even though it wasn’t taped, even though Gary Beck said it 

was taped, he was sleeping and nodding through the whole entire meeting.  Now if he 

is going to make a very serious decision about demolishing the Nelson House then I 

have no idea why he was sleeping through this whole thing.  Also Amanda Baxter, I 

would like to know what her credentials are.  I believe you have to fulfill certain 

things 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – I have met and fulfilled all the requirements of the new ordinance 

that the Common Council adopted and approved.  I have appointed all members in 

conjunction within that ordinance, as I do with all the other boards.  These are all 

Mayoral appointments.  When these appointments fall within the authority of the 

Common Council you can go through their credentials under your appointments.  

These are Mayoral appointments.  I meet with the people I appoint, find out what 

their interests are and some people even write to me asking to be appointed.  These 

are Mayoral appointments and they meet the requirements of the ordinance.  Two of 

these people live within historic districts; they meet the requirement. 

 

Councilmember Boyd – First quarter and second quarter of these quarterly reports, I 

have questions regarding that they are not adding up.  You have responses, number of 

occurrences 1065, if you do the math it only comes to 818.  This is Fire.  This is not 

accurate. 
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Mayor Tkazyik – If you could share that with me after the meeting, I will get with 

the Chief and get you the information. 

 

Councilmember Boyd – Also from Milo Bunyi there is, you said in your report there 

is approximately 46 purchase orders were generated.  Don’t we know how many we 

have?  Don’t we have an exact figure? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – We will go over those requests with you and get you answers to 

whatever questions you have.  We will get you the information.   

 

Councilmember Boyd - The quarterly report for the first and the second are not 

correct either. 

 

Councilmember Solomon – I am amazed to hear that the County is the lead agency 

in waterfront development in the City of Poughkeepsie.  Can that be? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – Let me clarify.  In the overall planning that is 

done through this particular grant, which not only involves the City of Poughkeepsie, 

the Town of Poughkeepsie, Metro North, The Walkway Over The Hudson and Scenic 

Hudson.  They are the lead agency in this overall grant project which is funded by the 

Dyson Foundation and it is not specific to the City of Poughkeepsie but it is a look at 

how do we connect waterfront on a overall scheme regionally.  Ultimately the City of 

Poughkeepsie will be responsible for any zoning or re-zoning that comes out of this 

report, if that is what they recommend.  The City of Poughkeepsie will have pretty 

good control in that the local body being the Common Council in the City’s case is 

the only authority that can re-zone property within their municipal bounds.  So if this 

report comes back and suggests that re-zoning of our waterfront property to 

something other than what it is currently, then it’s going to be this body that has 

authority to re-zone that property in accordance with whatever overall regional plan 

may come to be.   

 

Councilmember Solomon – Since we have had zero reports from this commission 

that is studying our waterfront, we won’t know what to do.  We need regular reports. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – My understanding is that the grant was just 

awarded.  It went out to bid and they are just beginning the early stages of this report 

or study right now.   

 

Councilmember Solomon – It is my understanding that the taxpayers of the City of 

Poughkeepsie will pay for whatever improvement occur in the City of Poughkeepsie.  

So I think they ought to be part of the planning.  I give kudos to the County and 

Scenic Hudson and all of the agencies that you mentioned but they don’t live in our 

City.  We do.  We need regular reports before it comes to zoning changes.  We need 

some way to get public input. 
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Mayor Tkazyik – Absolutely.  This process has just begun.  The transit oriented 

development, they just released a proposed concept to us two months ago.  Plus you 

have the Department of State grants, plus this Dyson funded project to coordinate all 

those efforts along with the Walkway branding project that was just released two 

weeks ago that some members were there.  This coordinated effort is going to tie in 

all those recommendations from those other interested parties and studies that are 

going on.  There needs to be a coordinated effort of that to then finally present to you 

a recommendation so that we can complete the zoning code. 

 

Councilmember Solomon – I don’t want to come in at the final recommendation.  I 

would like for us to receive regular reports about what is going on, let us help with 

the recommendations, we are the Common Council. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – You have been invited to all the public meetings thus far.  I 

haven’t seen you at any. 

 

Councilmember Solomon - I am sure that I am aware of them. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik – Councilmember Johnson, Councilmember Boyd, Councilmember 

Parise, Councilmember Mallory and Councilmember Rich have all been there.  We 

make you aware of the public meetings.  Those meetings are in the morning.  But we 

will keep you abreast.   

 

Councilmember Rich – We’re well aware that the members of the Historic 

Preservation Commission are appointed by the Mayor with no appointments by the 

Council.  However, when you appoint somebody to a public commission it is a matter 

of public record that is somebody asks you, especially the council, if they submitted a 

resume, how resumes were submitted.  Don’t you need to alert people that the 

position is open?  We certainly had to do that with the assessor’s office and the appeal 

board.  Anything that deals with a public commission of the City, the State or the 

Nation, we should be able to get that information.  I’m not saying that you have made 

good or bad choices but we should know what information you used to make your 

choices and what documents exist.  I don’t think that is anything but the law.   

 

Councilmember Boyd – Corporate Counsel Paul Ackermann, you said in the paper 

regarding Mr. Long, “residency is defined as where a person is registered to vote and 

what address is on the person’s driver’s license.  New appointees have 60 days to set 

up residency.”  I could not find anything in the charter regarding that.  The only thing 

that the charter does state in Section 1508 residency requires for offices is that for all 

persons appointed or hired to permanent positions as officers or employees of the 

City after the effective date of this section shall within six months from the date of 

appointment or hire be residents of the City and shall remain residents of the City 

during their term of office of employment.  A violation of this law shall result in 

immediate termination of office or employment. 
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann – You are correct in your reading of the charter 

there.  The problem is that the Charter does not define what residency is and most 

municipalities don’t define what residency is and therefore it is left to common law or 

case law to define exactly what the term residency means.  It is a term that has been 

litigated for years, most commonly with voter registration but in other cases with the 

residency of elected officials or even city employees or municipal employees.  My 

comment to the Journal was much longer and more detailed that.  That is what they 

cut it down to.  But those things that I indicated in the Journal are things that lead or 

are items that are weighed in whether or not a person resides there.  Ultimately, 

residency goes to the intent of the person and it is hard sometimes to determine that 

intent.  Where does the person intend to permanently reside or always return to?  

Factors that contribute to that and factors that weigh in favor that is driver’s license, 

where do you receive your mail, and where do you vote.  And those are things that 

are used to determine residency.  That was really more of my full quote to the 

Journal.  Unfortunately, they decided to take part of it and not the whole lengthy 

explanation, legal explanation of residency.   

 

Councilmember Boyd – If that is the case then shouldn’t we put that into the charter 

instead of leaving it out as common law or case law? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann – It is not defined in the Charter what residency 

would have to be and it would have to be defined in the Charter and would require 

referendum. Something that this Council can look into calling a charter commission if 

they wish to do that.  That is where it would have to be defined.  Most municipalities 

don’t want to define that because it goes to the intent of the person and ultimately 

there would be criteria.  There could be a weight system.  It is hard to define and it is 

usually left to the courts to make the determination and interpretation of what 

residency is. 

 

Councilmember Boyd – In the previous administration, Brian Morgan didn’t live in 

the City of Poughkeepsie.  We all know where he lived and nobody did anything 

about his position.  How can take care of this, so this doesn’t go on?  If we’re going 

to hire a City Administrator, that City Administrator needs to live in the City and no 

place else.  Whether he has a license in the City, whether he is voting in the City, he 

needs to live in the City.  Period.  And there are other administrators that don’t live in 

the City that were appointed by the Mayor’s administration.  It is true.  And the City 

Administrator needs to live in the City.  I just want to say that my husband has a 

master’s degree in Public Administration and was forced to retire by your 

administration.  I would like to know what is going to happen with these sanitation 

workers that probably have little or no education.  My husband can’t get a full time 

job at the age of 55.  I wonder what is going to happen to these sanitation workers 

that have no education or very little education.  I think it’s a disgrace.   

 

Councilmember Perry – The study that is going on right now between the City and 

the County regarding the bus service, does it cost the City any money? 
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Commissioner of Finance Bunyi – This whole study is being funded by the federal 

government, The Federal Transit Authority.  They are funding the whole study.  I 

don’t know this for sure, but as you know the Federal Transit Authority like all other 

federal authorities are under a budget constraint.  One of the ways they are looking at 

the possibility of combining small, medium and large transportation systems.  They 

are the ones who came up with the study.  They are the ones who funded the study 

and they are the ones who are going to make a recommendation to the County and the 

City on this study.   

 

Councilmember Herman – DPW proposed those rate changes back in August.  Do 

you know when we can see that back on the agenda? 

 

Councilmember Boyd – I think it should be a negotiation term.  I think the Icehouse 

is an issue.  Their agreement needs to be readjusted so we can bring some more 

revenue into the City.  So if you want to talk about revenue with the DPW fees, let’s 

talk about the Icehouse. 

 

Councilmember Herman – I just asked a question about the fees.  I don’t think the 

Icehouse came out of my mouth at all. 

 

Councilmember Boyd – Well, it came out of mine. 

 

Councilmember Herman – A lot does. 

 

Councilmember Rich – As I recall we had a general agreement and were working on 

one area and that is all that remains.  I haven’t heard anything back from the 

executive branch about what we are going to do with that one item.  Excavation fees 

have been the hold up.  The holdup is with the executive branch because you guys got 

to get back to us and explain more.  You were able to explain a lot of things but once 

we get to know what this is about then we can go forward.  But we can’t go forward 

until you get back to us on that one item.   

 

Councilmember Herman – I believe that only question was the easement. 

 

Councilmember Johnson – One of the questions was in regards to a homeowner and 

their pipeline and their sewer line going out to the street.  Will they have to incur 

these new fees?  Will this be another hardship on them?  I know we were doing this 

for Central Hudson and Time Warner Cable and various corporations but we wanted 

to be mindful of certain residents when they have a problem with their sewer line and 

the line goes out to the middle of the street.  Then they are going to incur those fees. 

What were you proposing for excavations from $20 to $100?  $150 for square feet? 

 

Assistant Corporation Counsel Brady – If I remember correctly, from having read 

it, I think it went from 100 to 200.  I am not sure of the original.   
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Chairwoman Johnson – Well if you don’t know, then don’t comment.  What did it 

go from $25 to $100?  Something like that.  That was the problem.  It was a big jump.  

As Councilmember Mallory knows, one of his constituents told me that it cost her 

$7000 to fix her plumbing problems.  It’s very costly for homeowners. We will look 

into it again and I was looking to compromise on the fee charges but you were very 

firm.  We didn’t agree on anything because if we had agreed it would be on the 

agenda.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson – I want to discuss Dial-A-Ride.  I would like to have a rep to 

come at the next meeting.  One of the seniors mentioned to me that when they needed 

the bus and normally the fare is a dollar, that when it wasn’t on schedule they had to 

pay something about flex fees.  I never heard of the flex fees.  They informed me that 

flex fees is $5 each way which is very high for senior citizens.  That is almost as 

much as a cab round trip isn’t it?  So I would like a representative to come to explain 

to us about the flex fees.  Also, I would like to ask the Mayor about CDBG.  Will we 

have CDBG moving forward?  Our administrator, Ms. MacIssac is not retiring?  So 

we don’t have anyone for the City.  So who is going to be administering the CDBG, 

the City portion?  The County is going to be taking over our CDBG now.  Well the 

administration part, that is the person that decides who gets what, the overseer of the 

whole CDBG.  It seems like we are giving the County everything.  What are we going 

to have left?  The CDBG is the reason why we get our scattered sidewalks, park 

improvements; it’s like our slush fund.  So now we are going to give them control of 

our CDBG when I don’t know why Miss MacIssac, I don’t even think she wants to 

retire.  And her salary is not in the budget.  So why is she retiring when her salary is 

strictly paid out of CDBG?  Inquiring minds want to know.  How much is CDBG? 

 

Commissioner of Finance Bunyi – Last year it was $700,000. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson - $700,000 we are just going to give away.  They have their 

part of CDBG and we had ours.  We are giving them control over the whole CDBG 

and hope and pray that they are feeling generous when they come to allocating stuff 

for the City.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Parise – I would just like to thank all that participated yesterday in 

the Pulaski Day Parade.  It was a wonderful event and a few thank yous go out to 

DPW.  Richie, thank you very much.  Great job.  Dutchess County Sheriff’s Color 

Guard, the American Legion, Domenic Cuchia and his pipe and drum corps, they 

were very good.  The Firemen’s Exempt Association and the St. Joseph’s Church, 

City of Poughkeepsie Polish school children, The Italian Center, Assemblyman Frank 

Skartados and the council members who were there.  Ms. Johnson and Ms. Perry, 

thank you very much for attending.  We had a great time.  If I missed anybody, I 

apologize.  Special thank you goes out to Miss Palonia, Sara Fuller for giving me the 

free polka lesson.  Thank you Sara. 

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of October 15, 2012 

 

50 

 

Councilmember Solomon – We had a lot of fun at Autumn in the Park as well.  

Again Richie and Mike Shaw.  We had a lot of fun.  The cow this year was docile; it 

stayed in its pen.  That was wonderful.  We had this little Jerusalem Donkey that was 

so incredibly fat and so friendly.  It was lots and lots of fun. 

 

Councilmember Perry – It was such a pleasure going to Councilmember Parise’s 

event on Saturday.  I can tell you that Sara gave us all a dance lesson in Polka.  She 

was on the floor and I didn’t know she could dance that well.  She showed us 

yesterday. Thank you Sara for the dance lesson.  Also I would like to thank 

everybody who came to College Hill on the 6
th

 of October and supported the event 

there.  There were people who said it couldn’t happen but it did and from what I 

gathered from a reliable source that there was at least 650 people that came up there.  

And just like Councilman Parise, the Lord held off the clouds for me too.  Even 

though there were a few drops of rain, no one left because it was raining.  Our Mayor, 

Councilchair Johnson, Councilwoman Solomon, Councilman Rich and our 

Congresswoman Nan Hayworth she was there.  I thank the Public Works department, 

Recreation people that came out to help make it happen.  The whole place was 

covered with weeds and bushes over the last several years and they cleaned up the 

place.  Mr. Stickle and Sue Brooks and Mae Parker Harris and a lot of that went up 

there and painted the tables.  Very pleased with the event.  I go to all events and I 

love parties like that. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson – Today when the Mayor gave his report, I attended the 

budget report and so did Councilmember Rich.  The Mayor is cutting the perks so all 

the things you mentioned were the perks. 

 

Councilmember Perry – I was saddened to hear that some of our workers from the 

City would be dismissed and I don’t want to see our Sanitation Department go.  I 

think we need it because we need them to empty our garbage and keep our City clean.  

And if you get rid of them, there is no guarantee that anyone else that we hire will be 

as loyal as they are.  We have some very loyal workers in those departments, 

Recreation and Public Works.  I want it put on the record that I do not support laying 

off any of them. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairwoman Johnson and Councilmember Rich seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:12 p.m. 

 

Dated:  March 1, 2013 

 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, October 15, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, October 15, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

6:15 p.m. Presentation given by Tom Lawrence 

 from the Poughkeepsie Library District 

 

I.      ROLL CALL  
 

 

  

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of August 20, 2012 

Public Hearing of August 20, 2012 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL BRADY, Resolution R12-

70, approving a Franchise Agreement with Time Warner Cable.  
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2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R12-71, 

setting the public hearing for the 2013 preliminary budget.  

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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