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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, October 19, 2015 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL – 7 Present, 1 Absent (Chairman Petsas) 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Dory Marcinelli 31 Miller Road: CSEA Vice-President representing DPW, City Hall, 

and the Police Civilian Personnel. Has concerns about the layoffs that the Police 

Department is facing, and concerned about the cut in question of the youth worker Chris 

Reardon, goes on to say that Chris has been indispensable to them with how many cases 

he has taken on, in addition to all the other jobs he does within the department. The 

budget should help the citizens and workers of the city – especially those who help keep 

the city safe for residents and visitors. She points out how the Mayor makes exceptions 

for his friends when it comes to jobs and salaries.  She said that the Mayor never 

indicated that the budget and contract would result in layoffs of CSEA members, and she 

finds it reprehensible that the city’s budget should be balanced on the hardworking 

workers of the CSEA. She doesn’t think that part time workers should be able to keep 

getting work when there are full time positions opening up and remaining vacant. She 

said that she doesn’t find it fair that there are three clerical positions in one department, 

and yet only one in the police department. She thinks that the Mayor has been negligible 

and reckless with the tax increases prior to the state putting a cap on the tax increases.  

 

Mark Cassak (Pleasant Valley): said that he wishes the City Administrator was there. 

Said that his position is one of the seven that the mayor’s proposed 2016 budget does not 

feel is essential, and is one of four positions being eliminated in the city’s 911 center. The 

people at the call center are the first people that the citizens talk to when they are in a 

crisis. By eliminating 25% of the department, the remaining employees will be 

overburdened. The clerical positions that are in jeopardy are also critical to the police 
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department as well as the juvenile officer. He urges the council to help do something to 

protect their jobs, which will in turn help protect the citizens of the city. 

 

Damon Crumb 73 Mansion Street:  stated the city has many problems to overcome 

before we can move forward financially. He proposes raising the market value of 

residential properties, thinks taxes for residential improvements should be frozen.  

 

Tara Deloache 49 Carroll Street: expressed her concerns regarding the police 

department and how it’s important and necessary.  Said that the city is taking away too 

much from the police department and not giving enough back. The police department is 

being crippled by the cut backs. They need more from the city, the system is broken and 

corrupted – more should be done to help the police and impacted individuals. There 

should be less incriminating and more rehabilitating going on when it comes to the youth 

and first time offenders. She suggests community service outreach and better education 

programs. She has concerns for the kids who are going to school in the area, tells the 

council to put their egos aside and actually help their constituents. 

 

India Wood Allen 1 1 Denver Road: said that she needs 911, and that she appreciates 

most of the police department and the fire department. She pleas with the council to not 

take away the brave men and women who help to try and protect and care for this city.  

 

Bruce Doris 31 North Clover Street: supports everything Dori said before him, gives a 

breakdown of the budget and the current monetary needs of the city, calls for Milo 

Bunyi’s immediate dismissal as City Administrator.  

 

Anthony Sulfarro (Marlboro): President of the NYS police associations. Wanted to 

give facts on a memorandum of agreement that was entered into between the city and the 

PBA. More importantly, how it was fashioned, because he thinks that the council needs 

to understand that. This came from a state appointed mediator between the parties. A lot 

of work went into it. This particular mediator is not from the area, but took a lot of time 

and effort by listening to both parties positions, facts, evidence, requested the opportunity 

to write a findings and recommendation, both parties authorized that. When she finally 

issued it both parties agreed, even though everything wasn’t what everyone wanted. It 

was a fair and balanced finding. We entered into a Memorandum of Agreement, it has 

now been ratified by the PBA, it’s now up to the city council to ratify that, and I wanted 

for you to understand how that came about. It was very important, it wasn’t crafted by us, 

it wasn’t crafted by city Corporation Counsel, it was crafted by someone from the outside 

who looked at things, and it was a lot of work and it took months to come to an 

agreement. He urges, if not tonight, to support that Memorandum of Agreement.         

 

 

Sean Fitzgerald (Esopus): PBA President. Wanted to follow on the heels of Anthony 

Sulfarro in regards to how the MOA was fashioned. He said it accurately, it was 

fashioned by a state mediator, and one of the points which is also included in the MOA 

that you have a copy of, is that the mediator followed the guidelines that are given to state 

arbitrators. For you to review, in her recommendation, she also points out that her 

recommendation is in line with the arbitrators guidelines, and should this have go forward 

to arbitration, it’s her opinion that an arbitrator would find a very similar result through 

their process. The difference being, should this have to go to arbitration, the city will do 
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so, was well as the PBA at a significant additional cost to the point where we are at right 

now. Aside from that, he wanted to educate the council on a few things, the human 

element of police work. 2011 we lost John Falcone, 2014 we have two officer involved 

fatal shootings, after the public and the police were attacked with bladed instruments. 

We’ve had a member with a neck broken in a car accident responding to a call. We’ve 

had numerous members go out injured. All of us know the risks when we do the job. 

Some of us bare the physical, emotional and mental scars from doing that job. The 

contract that you are going to review in the near future is a fair contract in his opinion. 

It’s a balanced contract. As Mr. Sulfarro pointed out, the mediator represented interest 

from both sides of the negotiating table. We are just asking that you all, when you review 

it, the things that we take on, that can’t be quantified in line items and numbers on a piece 

of paper. They have been out of contract for almost four years, they started the 

negotiation process four years ago, prior to the contract expiring. The documents you all 

have before you are the end result of that process. We are just asking that you look at it 

fairly, objectively, and hopefully come to a good result for us. For all of the things that 

we do, chasing people with guns, seeing people on their worst days, seeing people that 

don’t make it to the next day, it’s all horrible, but we do it. Knowing that, he still doesn’t 

envy the task that all of you have. Thank you.   

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catharine Street: said that he wonders where the City Administrator 

and the Mayor are – especially the Mayor, as he’s been missing in action for so long. He 

also wonders why the mayor came up with his budget numbers after the union contract 

was voted on. He said that the mayor is looking to cut jobs in the police department – 

such as the clerical positions that would help the officers be able to focus on their actual 

jobs, he’s looking to downsize the juvenile department, kids these days don’t respect the 

police officers in the city or even know who they are. He thinks the mayor should be 

thrown out of office right now – no waiting until January. He also agrees that City 

Administrator Bunyi should be kicked out of office as well. He said that he wonders why 

the property owners who let their tenants throw their garbage out in the city bins aren’t 

being penalized.  

 

Mr. Johnson 138 Garden Street: had no intention of speaking today, but he wanted to 

bring a pen back that someone had left at his home.  

 

Tanya Pinea 16 Davies Place: said that her neighborhood is almost completely unlit but 

that the glare from the LED lights is really harsh. She thanked Councilmembers Perry 

and Johnson and Mr. Stickle and everyone else who helped fight for the public spaces 

over the year, asks everyone to call Governor Cuomo and veto the bill to alienate 

Wheaton Park, wonders why there’s dangerous debris and equipment covering Wheaton 

Park – what made it okay for the city to allow Central Hudson to store their equipment in 

a public park space? She said that she wonders why anyone would give the fire and 

police department more stress to deal with by taking away their personnel.  

 

Laurie Sandow: 
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John Stitt (Juvenile Detective): said that New York is the last state to not raise the age 

to 18, he can barely keep up with the work he has now, everywhere else in the state is 

setting the grounds for more juvenile work and by taking away his juvenile workers the 

city will cripple what he can do.  

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street: (submitted papers for the record) 
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Tron Melton Morgan Avenue: talked about how Poughkeepsie schools are some of the 

lowest in the state and that the crime rate is among the highest and how unclean the city 

is, talks about how the youth are in distress and how they need so much more than they 

are getting, the state has given us more money for the schools than anyone else and we 

have the lowest school rating in the state, we need to build up the school and the police 

department – focus on them 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Not Present  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Not Present 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Hermann to receive and print. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE, SETTING A PUBLIC 

HEARING REGARDING THE PROPOSED NOMINATION OF SOLDIERS 

MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN AND PARK AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

 

(R-15-75) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 
 
 WHEREAS, Soldiers Memorial Fountain and Park has is owned by the City of 

Poughkeepsie and has been nominated for designation as a historic landmark; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie Historic District and Landmarks 

Preservation Commission (hereinafter “HDLPC”) held a public hearing on September 23, 

2015 regarding the nomination of Soldier Memorial Fountain and Park as a local historic 

landmark; and  

 WHEREAS, the HDLPC voted in favor of the proposed nomination and approved 

the application on September 23, 2015; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 19-4.5(4)(f) of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of Poughkeepsie, the HDLPC’s approved application was forwarded to the Common 

Council for consideration on October 7, 2015; and 

 WHEREAS, the Common Council is required to hold a public hearing prior to the 

designation of any historic landmark within sixty (60) days from receipt of the approved 

application from the HDLPC; and  
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 NOW THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Chamberlain be, and she hereby is authorized 

and directed to publish a Notice of Public Hearing to be held November 16, 2015 at 5:30 

p.m. concerning the designation of Soldiers Memorial Fountain and Park as a local historic 

landmark. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON  

 
R15-75 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 
 
2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print.  

 

Councilmember Hermann informed the Council about said resolution, stating that it 

became clear that there were grave concerns, did not move forward, but as a part of the 

process, the county did issue a letter for support for the rezoning itself, not necessarily the 

proposal. As the councilmember overseeing the eight ward, I know what my residents  

 

As many of you know who have been attending, or watching our meetings here at the 

Common Council, back in early summer the Hudson Valley Community Center, the 

former JCC approached the council with a proposal to rezone their parcel from R2 to R4, 

which is a higher density zoning in a residential space. At the time they were proposing 

taxable property that would provide and annuity in revenue stream to the center. And as 

is our charge here, if anyone comes forward and says we have a transformative project, it 

is our duty, our charge to air it out, we did, we held public hearings, and he held several 

public hearing above and beyond those that were required, after they were established as 

Lead Agency. To establish it, it became clear that there were some grave concerns, so 

they did not move forward with it. Nevertheless, as part of that process, the county did 

issue a letter of support for the rezoning itself, not necessarily for the proposal. As the 

councilmember overseeing the eight ward, he knows what his residents want, and what’s 

in their best interest, and he has asked that they codify their opposition to the rezoning, 

and ask the Chamberlain to request from the county a recension of their letter of support 

so that this is a dead matter. He strongly encourages his colleagues to support this 

resolution.  

 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of October 19, 2015 

 9 

R15-76 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Perry Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember  Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory  Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    

     
 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

  

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a 

communication regarding the negotiation of a successive Collective 

Bargaining Agreement with Police Benevolent Association. Executive 

Session.  

 

2. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

the proposed assignment and assumption of water agreement with the 

Town of Hyde Park.  

 

3. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a formal submission of the 

2014 Audit. 

 

4. FROM DUTCHESS CO CASA ITALIA., a notice of intent to renew the 

Liquor License for the Italian Center. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember McClinton – asked Corporation Counsel Ackerman about the one-way 

on Cannon and Church Streets.  

 

Councilmember Johnson – explained why he voted against the resolution involving the 

Hudson Valley Community Center: because of the bad practice measures, the HVCC is 

just a block away from his own ward, so he is aware of the concerns.  

 

Councilmember Hermann – asked about the LED lights mentioned by Ms. Pinea, and 

the debris on the Wheaton Park property. Also asked about finding out why the budget 

was released several days past the time when it should have been released, and if there’s 

any legal ramifications for it being released late. Said that he does not think that it’s fair 

for the mayor to be able to act the way that he does, and wonders if they can somehow 

usher the new mayor elect in early.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Councilmember McClinton – wanted to comment that she had just gotten this 

information today and didn’t have the time to review everything, and doesn’t think it’s 
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fair or right. She wonders about working vehicles, and asked about the LED lights. She 

also asked about South Hamilton Street, and about May Street, and thanks the police 

department for their hard work.  

 

 Councilmember Johnson – encouraged everyone to go out and vote.  

 

Councilmember Hermann – thanked Councilmember Rich for a job well done on the 

meeting, thanked everyone in the Police Department and wishes everyone luck in the 

election. 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and Councilmember Mallory to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Dated: December 1, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 

Meeting held on Monday, October 19, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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Monday, October 19, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

 

I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
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V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R15-

75, setting a public hearing for the proposed designation of Soldiers 

Memorial Fountain and Park as a historic landmark.  

 

2. FROM COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN, Resolution R15-76, taking a 

position in opposition of the rezoning of the Hudson Valley Community 

Center.  

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

5. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, a 

communication regarding the negotiation of a successive Collective 

Bargaining Agreement with Police Benevolent Association.  

 

6. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding 

the proposed assignment and assumption of water agreement with the 

Town of Hyde Park.  

 

7. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a formal submission of the 

2014 Audit. 

 

8. FROM DUTCHESS CO CASA ITALIA., a notice of intent to renew the 

Liquor License for the Italian Center.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 


