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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, October 5, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL- 7/1 Absent (Councilmember Young) 

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Councilmember Young made a motion to amend the minutes, Councilmember 

Johnson seconded the motion.  

 

Common Council Meeting of September 6, 2016 

 
 

 Accepted  
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

NONE 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Duncan Cilshrish 8 Austin Court 

Diane Campbell 66 Washington Street 

George Brindle 8 Mansion Street  

Ellen Diggs Hammersley Avenue 

Kevin Newman 288 Church Street 

Kyle Moreau 24 Styvestandt Drive 
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Constatine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison most of you may have seen this week, the roof on the west side of  

city hall has started to be repaired, after several years of leaking. The City 

Administrator, Deborah McDonnell starts on Tuesday, the 11th. There was a media 

advisory that went out today on the Market Street Connect demonstration. A 

look/see project for Friday. There will be a small press briefing at 4:00 p.m. Also, 

came out today, there will be a press event, with Assemblyman Frank Skartados, on 

Tuesday, October 11th at 10:00 a.m. at 505 Main Street, to announce funding for fire 

apparatus. Sent out notice on the Arts Commission, we have gotten some responses, 

but are actively seeking more. If individuals live in the City of Poughkeepsie, and 

are interested in the Arts Commission, please let us know. Update on the 2017 

budget, three weeks ago we were anticipating at that time a 6 million dollar budget 

gap for 2017, in the operating budget. We have now gotten that down to 4 million, 

actually a little less than 4 million. They are still actively working on getting that 

numbers lower. On some of the contributing factors to the gap are things such as the 

one time revenue, 1.5 million from Vassar Hospital that was included in 2016, which 

obviously is not included in 2017. That was a onetime cost for the hospital. Our 

pension costs have gone up. There were some sales of city property, which was not 

realized. More than $400,000 in unrealized parking revenues. One of the larger 

contributors to this gap, an anticipation in a million dollars in health insurance costs. 

As a result of that, on Monday of this week, we had a Department Head Meeting on 

Monday afternoon. Asked all Department Heads to recommend to the administration 

up to 6% cuts out of their general operating expenses. We are now getting those 

numbers in, and they are obviously difficult cuts to consider. But we will have them 

as we look to close this gap. Also, Mr. Chairman, he will delivering the budget to the 

City Council on the 14th, along with the budget message. As he has previously 

stated, the budget, while it becomes the council’s budget, they will continue to work 

together on that. You have the opportunity for the budget schedule, and Department 

Heads, so we can start that immediately after the budget is delivered to the council.  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas thanked those individuals who are down at the Skate Board Park, 

putting the labor in down there, to get it back up and running. As the Mayor has 

indicated, there is not a lot of money in the city coffer to really give anybody any 

money at this time to do things. It’s good when the community rises up, and takes, 

has not been down there, but is going to try to get down there on a Monday night. 

Whatever he can do as the Councilmember for that ward, he’s available, he’s hands-

on, would be more than happy to participate and help you. Thank you for doing that 

down there. He stated that he just had a meeting at Admiral Halsey, a ward meeting 

last week, and they had mentioned that. The people are very excited. Although they 

don’t skate, because they’re 65 and older, they are excited. Speaking of another 

neglected park in the 1st ward, wanted to note that North Perry Street Park is 

continuing to come along. That park was built in 1968, as the city’s first waterpark. 

It was abandoned in the last 70’s, and has been sitting there for 40 years with dirt, 

and not being used. Beth-El Church, and some neighborhood residents have been 
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going down there and fixing it. On October 15th, Beth-El Church in conjunction with 

himself, and a few other businesses are going to host a community day from 1:00 

p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and flow water through there for the first time in 40 years, as a 

demonstration only. Just so people can see the water flow. Meeting with the Fire 

Chief there tomorrow, to see how they can get the water from the hydrant up the hill. 

It will be pretty exciting to see water flow through North Perry Street Water Park.  

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

NONE 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

NONE 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM ASSESSOR TAYLOR, a communication regarding Disability with 

Limited Income Exemption.  
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2. FROM CHAMBERLAIN FLYNN, a communication regarding elected officials 

time sheets.  
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3. FROM LINDA RUOFF, a notice of intent for Smith Street Liquor Store to 

renew their Liquor License. Referred to Corporation Counsel 
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4. FROM CORBALLY, GARTLAND AND RAPPLEYEA, LLP, a notice of 

intent for Devil, Inc., (located at 6 Crannel Street) to obtain a Liquor License. 

Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

5. FROM SOBO & SOBO, LLP, a notice of personal injury sustained by 

Raymond Gooden, on July 7, 2016. Tabled to the meeting of October 17, 2016 

 

X. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:15 p.m. 

 

Dated: November 2, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday, October 5, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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