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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Monday, October 6, 2014  6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

 Seven Present, One Absent (Chairman Mallory)  

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

REMOVE 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM CHAIRMAN MALLORY, Ordinance O-14-17, establishing a fee in lieu of 

parkland.  

 

ADD 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:.  

 

9. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, A communication 

regarding proposed Ordinance O-14-17, establishing a fee in lieu of parkland.  

 

10. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 2nd Quarter Quarterly Report (April-June 2014)  

 

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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Marta Knapp 188 South Clinton Street – she states that she and her partner were out of 

town for three weeks and when they returned, they were greeted with familiar problems and 

new, unfortunate, problems such as two unsolved murders.  She states that The Log Cabin 

Bar continues to disrupt their sleep with loud music late at night that gets louder as it gets 

later.  Closing time – which starts around 2:30am – is very loud and disruptive and lasts until 

3:00 – 3:30am before it is finally quiet.  This problem has lasted almost a whole year and 

negatively affects their quality of life.  She also states that their City tax bill got lost in the 

shuffle of packing and traveling and they missed the third quarter City tax payment. When 

they went to pay, the bill had grown by $82.00 – a $20.00 late fee and a $62.00 fee for a title 

search.  She wants to know “why a title search?”  This was never explained to her 

satisfaction.  They were informed that on back of the billing statement it stated that a title 

search fee will be charged if either the 3rd or the 4th quarter payments were missed.  She 

states that in very tiny print it does, in fact, say this but that doesn’t make it right.  She states 

that “it’s just another rip-off of the citizens”.  She continues on by stating conversations with 

City Administrator Bunyi and Corporation Counsel Ackerman were fruitless.  Finance 

Commissioner Siegrist Coyle tried to help, but could only waive the $20.00 fee.  She believes 

that is really shameful.  She states that she doesn’t think this administration is being fair and 

she doesn’t understand why they are so hostile towards the people.  She continues by giving 

an example of the amount of money paid for parking meters which she states are driving 

business down the tubes. She concludes by stating she thinks that the Council should 

reconsider what they’ve done and undo it if they can. 

 

Lois Eldemire 38 Worrall Avenue – she states that she is here about the tree that is growing 

in front of her yard.  About two years ago, she had a problem with her sewer line running 

into her basement. She called Roto Rooter and they did a “water blast” of the roots of the 

tree.  Now, she has the same problem and she states that it’s going to cost her $7000.00 to fix 

which she cannot afford.  She’s here to see if the Council can help her out. She concludes by 

stating that it has been a problem for awhile.   

 

Councilmember Rich – he responds that the Council is not allowed to comment.  He 

suggests that she speak to the City Administrator or the City Attorney after the meeting. 

 

Robert Scores 248 Smith Street – he states that he owns Bobby’s Towing and Collision and 

he’s having a problem with trying to discuss local towing ordinances that were passed about 

15 years ago.  The increased cost of insurance, tow truck and equipment, fuel and the 

maintenance of the truck have made it hard to make a living on the $85.00 per tow that the 

City ordinance mandates he charge.  He states that things are worse now with the parking 

meters and private parking.  People are allowed to park on private property for 24 hours 

before they can be towed. For commercial property, it’s 20 minutes.  He states that if the 

people come out while he is hooking the car up, he has to drop it from the truck thereby 

wasting his time.  He states that he has put together something to be passed around to 

possibly change things [see attached].  He concludes by, once again, addressing the $85.00 

regulated tow charge.  He states that the City gets $195.00 to tow a car during the day and 

$225.00 to tow at night.  He states that they don’t even have a tow truck – they sub it out to 

those on the list.  He questions why he has to be regulated at $85.00?  He finishes by stating 

that he would just like it to be looked at and to have inflation and everything that goes along 
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with it be considered.  He’d like to continue his business here, but the $85.00 fee schedule is 

really hurting it. 
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Tony Rigothi 311 Hooker Avenue – he states that during the week of September 8th he was 

informed that Kingston Avenue was going to be closed for tree removal in front of 6 
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Kingston Avenue.  Four to six City workers plus a good deal of equipment labored on that 

tree for one week.  They then returned a week later to remove the massive stump.  He states 

that the tree, by all accounts, was healthy and should have remained an environmental asset 

to the local community.  He continues by stating that he can only assume that a City 

Administrator chose to make a decision that was not based on facts, but rather, on ignoring 

the financial and environmental impact such a removal created for the local community.  He 

states that perhaps the avenue that the individual took to remove the tree was not open to the 

average citizen.  He states that he trusts that the [Shade] Tree Commission will be given the 

sufficient voice to prevent further such occurrences from happening.  He states that making 

such decisions when the other essential removals have waited months is clearly a huge 

miscalculation and deserves review by this entire Council. 

 

Wanda Johnson 318 Vineyard Ave – she states that she came here tonight to represent the 

citizens and Felicia Petteway. She discussed the recent deaths that have taken place in the 

City and feels that the leaders of the City – Councilmembers and Mayor – need to do 

something to elevate the quality of life and increase the safety in Poughkeepsie. 

 

Jeff Aman  40 Preswick Court – he states that he has been spending a lot of time on Main 

Street and he’s been observing the trial with the new LED lights.  He states that there is very 

little information about what is taking place at the Council meetings so he has some 

questions.  First, he states, there is no detailed information on what the plan is or what was 

proposed.  He sees the value of them, but he would like more information.  He is concerned 

about putting LED lights in the old style decorative lights. He states that it would be nice to 

see an example of what an LED light would look like in one of those old fixtures if that is 

what’s being done.  Secondly, he feels that the way the LED lights are set up on Main Street, 

it makes it look like a prison yard. He then asks if any competitive bids were asked for. He 

states that he sees one price tag and that’s it.  He would like to know if there were any other 

bids received.   

 

Kathy Healey 8 Seaman Road – she states that she is here in place of Jane Fisher who could 

no longer stay at the meeting.  She states that she is there on behalf of the Poughkeepsie 

Garden Club to discuss the delay in reinstalling the letters on the Gateway project.  Read a 

written statement [see attached]. 
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Gus Kazolias 47 Noxon Street – he read a written statement [see attached]  
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Steven Boone 9 N. Hamilton Street – he states that he came here tonight to discuss some 

things about the conditions of the parks and the streets.  He states that he was going through 
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Mansion Street Park and warned people about hypodermic needles in the park.  He states that 

he is tired of seeing kids walking down the street smoking pot, drinking beer and throwing 

the bottles anywhere.  He contends that the City of Poughkeepsie Police Department cannot 

do it all and that the community needs to help. 

 

Steven Planck 81 Carroll Street – he states that he is a landlord here in the City and that he 

feels a great sense of responsibility to the community via the tenants he rents to.  He doesn’t, 

however, like the term “absentee landlord” being tossed around.  He acknowledges that there 

are disreputable landlords, but for the most part there are good landlords who have a very 

strong connection to the community.  He feels landlords are “gatekeepers to the City” 

because they see the different kinds and quality of individuals who are looking to rent in the 

City.  One other topic that he feels is important is that April starts the next election cycle and 

residents need to start creating a dialogue in their community about what kind of legacy we 

want to leave them.  He wants residents to ask themselves if this Council and Administration 

has done anything in the last 5 years that has improved the quality of life for every individual 

living in the City.   In closing, he states that a FOIL request he submitted has gone 

unanswered and he wants a copy of it entered into the official minutes [see attached].The 

FOIL asked to be provided with how much money Executive Towers was paid when it was 

decided in closed session to settle out of court for the sanitation.  
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Felicia Petteway   72 Catharine Street – she states that she is here tonight because her son 

was gunned down September 9th of this year on Garden Street.  She’s here hoping that the 
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City and the Police Department can put together something so that people who witness 

crimes won’t be afraid to come forward with information.  She states that there were many 

witnesses to her son’s murder but that they are afraid to come forward for fear of retribution. 

 

IV. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  

 

Not Present   

 

               

V. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Not Present   

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Petsas and seconded by Councilmember 

McClinton to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that said Ordinance is 

amending Section 13-126 entitled Permit Parking Districts. The ordinance comes at the 

request of Councilmember Rich. He proposes to include Delano Street in the Mt. Carmel 

Permit Parking District. This would allow residence to obtain a permit and park 

regardless of any time constraints. Other vehicles would be subject to the two-hour 

parking limit.  

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §§13-126 OF THE 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

CONCERNING VARIOUS PARKING REGULATIONS 

 

(O-14-18) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  Section 13-126 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled 

“Residential parking permit areas” is hereby amended by the addition of the following to the 

portion thereof labeled “District 2:  Mount Carmel District”:  

 

Street  Side Description Parking  Time Regulations   

    Regulations    
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Delano Street Both Entirety Two Hour and  None  

     Permit parking   

     only subject to  

§13-189.8 & 

§13-181.3 

     

 

 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER MCCLINTON  
Underlining  denotes ADDITION. 

 
O-14-18 

 Accepted 
 Accepted
as Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain 
Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM BUILDING INSPECTOR BECK, a communication regarding proposed 

amendments to Chapter 19 regarding signage.  
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2. FROM SEDORE & COMPANY, a presentation regarding the 2013 Sedore 

Audit.  
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3. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding the 

revenue that was generated from each parking meter location along with the 

possible relocation of certain parking meters.  
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4. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL VALK, a communication 

regarding the amendments to the graffiti ordinance.  
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5. FROM GERSON GOLDMAN, a notice of claim. Referred to Corporation 

Counsel 
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6. FROM OVERTON MURDOCK, a notice of property damage sustained on 

September 10, 2014. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

7. FROM EMPIRE STATE STRATEGIES, a notice of intent for Garibaldi 

Restaurant, Inc., located at 452 Main Street to obtain a liquor license. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel 

 

8. FROM CORBALLY, GARTLAND & RAPPLEYEA, LLP,  a notice of intent 

to renew Christos Catering, Inc., d/b/a Christos’ Restaurant. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel   

 

9. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, A communication 

regarding proposed Ordinance O-14-17, establishing a fee in lieu of parkland.  

 

10. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 2nd Quarter Quarterly Report (April-June 2014)  
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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Councilmember Johnson – extended thanks to everyone who came and supported 

his Maplewood Fall Festival.  He states that it was a beautiful day of singing, dancing 

and food.  

 

Councilmember Hermann – he starts by asking City Administrator Bunyi if he 

could speak about the decision process regarding the tree at 6 Kingston Avenue and 

the concern that was raised by the member of the public. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi – he states that the tree at Kingston Avenue has been 

brought to the attention of the DPW and the Administration several times over the last 

4 to 5 years.  This became an issue last year when a tree limb fell approximately 2 

feet from the owner.  Continuing, he states that once the City decided to take a look at 

it - even though the tree as a whole was healthy - there were limbs that were poised to 

fall at any given time.  Since the homeowner notified the City that he was concerned 

about his liability, it was determined that it would be safer for the City to take the tree 

down than to suffer the consequences of injury to person or property should any of 

the limbs fall. This, he explains, came after several verified notices to the City that the 

owner had experienced some near misses with falling limbs.  The decision was made 

purely on protecting the City’s liability. 

 

Councilmember Hermann – asks if City Administrator Bunyi can reassure members 

of the public who might be watching as well as himself, that every citizen has the 

same recourse as every other citizen regarding such issues and that in this instance 

there wasn’t any favoritism given to this individual.   

 

City Administrator Bunyi – answers “absolutely”.  He doesn’t think that it’s a fair 

accusation of the Administration.  He assures Councilmember Hermann and the 

public that the decision was based purely and simply on the basis of protecting the 

City. 

 

Councilmember Hermann – thanks City Administrator Bunyi for the input and 

suggests that a member of the Shade Tree Commission come and address the Council 

just to explain what it is they do and what role they would place in an instance such as 

this. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi – answers “absolutely”.   

 

Councilmember Perry – she asks City Administrator Bunyi about the lady from 

Worrall Avenue that spoke at Public Participation regarding tree limbs destroying her 

sewer line.   

 

City Administrator Bunyi – states that he took her phone number and that it will be 

looked into tomorrow. 
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Councilmember Perry – asks the City Administrator if this Council needs to address 

the concerns of the owner of Bobby’s Towing and Collision who also spoke during 

Public Participation. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi – responds that he thinks that is being handled by 

Corporation Counsel. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – states that the gentleman is proposing changes to 

the ordinance and if that’s something the Council would like to look at, then changes 

can be made. 

 

Councilmember Perry – asks Corporation Counsel Ackerman what changes the 

gentleman would like.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – states that based upon him speaking here tonight, 

he’s looking to increase the rate that tow trucks operating in the City are allowed to 

charge. 

 

Councilmember Perry – wants clarification that the tow truck owner is asking for an 

increase in the fees he’s allowed to charge. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that is correct because the City code 

regulates towing off of private property and tow truck companies are only allowed to 

charge certain rates for private lots.  He explains that his understanding is that the 

gentleman who came and spoke is looking for an increase in the towing rate from 

$85.00. 

 

Councilmember Perry – confirms that there is a different price for towing from 

private property than from anywhere else in the City. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that he thinks what the tow truck owner 

is referring to is that the Council sets the rates for police department and those rates 

are significantly higher than those for private properties but, he explains, there are 

reasons for it.  The police department tows are a little bit more urgent. A lot of times 

they require faster responses from the tow companies.  However, he continues, he’s 

requesting an increase in the allowable rate for towing or booting on private property. 

 

Councilmember Johnson – states that he also has a question about his constituent at 

38 Worrall Avenue which seems to be a reoccurring issue here in the City of 

Poughkeepsie. To City Administrator Bunyi, he asks if the City has a process when 

dealing with the trees. In other words, he asks, what happens when a resident 

complains that their tree roots are interfering with their sewer line? 

 

Commissioner of Public Works Gent – states that he talked to the resident of 38 

Worrall Avenue as well as called her son or son-in-law.  He agrees that tree roots 

interfering with sewer lines is a common problem in the City.  Because trees have 
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been planted between the sewer lines and the houses, it’s inevitable that they are 

going to interfere with them.  He explains that there are products made that can be put 

down the toilet once a month that will kill the roots. But, he states, it’s a maintenance 

program that homeowners need to do once a month in order for it to be effective.  It’s 

not an ideal situation, but it’s something that can be done to reduce the likelihood of 

tree roots causing problems.  Every day, he states, he has to make a judgment call 

about what tree to take down and where to plant a new one.  He states that he looks at 

every tree like a liability.  The Shade Tree Commission’s policy is to not take down a 

healthy tree, but unfortunately, some of the trees planted in the cityscape are not 

suited for the neighborhoods as they are today and they live to be 100 to 120 years 

old dropping limbs that cause injury to person and property.  It’s a judgment call that 

DPW makes almost every day. 

 

Councilmember McClinton – wants to make two quick announcements:  on 

November 7th, the youth are having a fashion show [inaudible] at the Cunneen-

Hackett Arts Center at 9 Vassar Road. Then, on Tuesday, October 21st at 7:00pm, 

Marist College and the Black History Project Committee are offering the chance to 

hear Amy Bass, PhD in [Professional]? History from the College of New Rochelle. It 

will take place at the Marist Student Center, Room 310.  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Johnson – asks Mr. Bunyi and Mr. Gent what can be done about 

the yellow, school street markings – how can we repaint them? 

 

Commissioner of Public Works Gent – answers that in the past, the City has sent 

out a bid for it and that they can run $200 to $500 for each section.  States that he 

checked prices on stencils for them in order to do them in-house, but they were 

around $1000 for the 10 foot letters.  Continuing, he states that the 6 to 8 foot stencils 

may be more affordable. 

 

Councilmember Johnson – states that he likes the 10 foot letters better. He then asks 

if the City has reached out to any other school districts to see if we could borrow their 

stencils for a nominal fee. 

 

Commissioner of Public Works Gent – answers that he has not. 

 

Councilmember Johnson –he believes this is something the City should look into. 

He states that he has about 2000 students walking home in his ward and he believes 

that the beautification as well as the safety aspect is important.  He states that now 

that the local teams are playing neighboring school districts, there are a lot of students 

traveling into his ward during the time local students are walking home. He believes 

that it is in the best interests of the students to repaint the school crosswalks. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – asks if anybody can speak to the progress of the stop sign 

at Hoffman and Albany. 
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Corporation Counsel Ackerman – states that he thinks somebody was going to look 

at it.  His understanding of the situation was that it was being reviewed by the police 

department and they may have already approved it. If so, he continues, we’ll get it 

drafted. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – states that he would like it be ready for the October 20th 

Common Council Meeting. He then asks what the process is for student housing.   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – answers by stating that he forwarded 

Councilmember Petsas’ email to Gary Beck at the Building Department to respond.  

He continues by stating that the owner of the building would need to file for a permit 

and the Building Department would need to see if it’s permitted within that zoning 

district.  The City needs proof that it is to be used as a student residence so the 

Building Department will send a notice of intent to the owner to inspect the property 

on a certain date. He continues that if, at that date/time the property owner does not 

have a permit and/or he is noncompliant, he will be issued the appropriate violations. 

 

 Councilmember Petsas – states that he has one more item to discuss – the walls of 

City Hall are crumbling. He states that when he was walking past the wall, there were 

chunks of it on the ground.  Doesn’t the City have a mason?  He asks if there is any 

way this can be fixed before the winter sets in. 

 

[ Commissioner of Public Works Gent answers off camera – no audio] 

                         

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember McClinton   

to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 p.m. 

 

Dated: February 24, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Monday, October 6, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Monday, October 6, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 

5:30 Presentation by Kevin Dwarka  

regarding Waterfront Transient Oriented District (WTOD)  

 

I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

 

IV. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

 

 

V. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

 

 

VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VII. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
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IX. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

  

X. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM CHAIRMAN MALLORY, Ordinance O-14-17, establishing a fee in lieu 

of parkland.  

 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-14-18, 

establishing a permit district on Delano Street.  

 

XI. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

11. FROM BUILDING INSPECTOR BECK, a communication regarding proposed 

amendments to Chapter 19 regarding signage.  

 

12. FROM SEDORE & COMPANY, a presentation regarding the 2013 Sedore 

Audit.  

 

13. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR BUNYI, a communication regarding the 

revenue that was generated from each parking meter location along with the 

possible relocation of certain parking meters.  

 

14. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL VALK,  a communication 

regarding the amendments to the graffiti ordinance.  

 

15. FROM GERSON GOLDMAN, a notice of claim.  

 

16. FROM OVERTON MURDOCK, a notice of property damage sustained on 

September 10, 2014. 

 

17. FROM EMPIRE STATE STRATEGIES, a notice of intent for Garibaldi 

Restaurant, Inc., located at 452 Main Street to obtain a liquor license.  

 

18. FROM CORBALLY, GARTLAND & RAPPLEYEA, LLP,  a notice of intent 

to renew Christos Catering, Inc., d/b/a Christos’ Restaurant  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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