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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

        ROLL CALL  

 All Present 

 

   

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 
Common Council Minutes 7-9-12 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda. 

 

None  

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Now we will have a presentation by the Pace Land Use Center 

regarding the draft comprehensive plan.  Please come forward. 

 

 Presentation by PACE Land Use Center regarding a draft comprehension plan.  
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 John Nolan, Land Use Law Center - President Land Use Law Center - I’m here for the first 

time to report on the property remediation in the City of Poughkeepsie.  We’ve been doing two 

separate things at the same time.  First is, to talk to the people of the City of Poughkeepsie who 

are engaged in one way or another in owning, managing, caring about properties, living in 

neighborhoods, running the city, members of the City Council, city staff, not-for-profit 

organizations, private sector builders and developers, etc. and listening to them about the 

distressed properties and what the causes of those problems are and what can be done.  The City 

Council has to have a vision and has to make a clear statement that they are going to take the 

steps necessary.  Secondly, the Council and Administration must ensure that their leadership will 

be instrumental in producing the desired outcome which is, livable neighborhoods and putting 

properties back on the tax rolls. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Any questions regarding this issue?  Thank you, I’ll look forward to the 

Committee of the Whole Meeting.  

 

Councilmember Perry:  Did I hear you say that the Common Council  should have vision and 

leadership? 

 

Mr. Nolan:  I did. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  OK.  Let me read something else.  The City of Poughkeepsie struggles 

with vacant and distressed properties that attract criminal activity, drain City resources, decrease 

property values and stifle development.  And this is part of your findings? 

 

Mr. Nolan:  That’s what we were told. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  OK.  Are you saying that all the people in the City of Poughkeepsie, 

our Mayor…we didn’t know all this before? 

 

Mr. Nolan:  I am not saying that. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  We knew all this before.  Most of these buildings are abandoned, 

because people leave them because they can’t pay their mortgage.  The banks are not cooperating 

with the City to take care of their own properties.  We know all of that.  So, I resent that this 

thinking that our Mayor does not have leadership qualities.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Nolan:  My personal opinion having worked with all of you and your Mayor is that you 

have extraordinary leadership.  I’m sorry you got that impression. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Thank you for coming tonight.  This is a long and tricky document.  It’s 

important that we take a close look at it.  I know the problems in the city.  Let’s hope there are 

solutions that we all could agree on as a Council, as an Executive Branch and of course, we 

represent the city residents.  Still, I think we have a long road yet before we can vote on it.  I just 

got this document on my desk tonight, so I’ll have to read it first before I can ask questions on it. 
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Chairwoman Johnson:  That’s why there will be a Committee of the Whole meeting – to give 

the Council members time to read this document; it gives the City Chamberlain a chance to post 

it on the website and to get it out to all interested parties so we can have a real discussion.  We 

don’t want to make your time and study go to waste, because this is a very important topic.  Is 

there anything else you’d like to add? 

 

Mr. Nolan:  No, I appreciate your time this evening.  I know you have a lot of things to go 

through.  Thank you for your time. 
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IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Jean Hayes – 521 Main Street – Member of Community Voices Heard.  We, the 

99% of the public may be able to own our elections again, and be in control of the 

contributions to politicians’ elections through Resolution 12-67.  New York State has 

the highest limit for contributions than any other state in the country that has 

contribution limits.   These high limits let the 1%, the wealthy, buy and own our 

elections.  It’s a centuries old scheme, to ensure that the power stays with the 1%.  

With Governor  Cuomos’s leadership the support of the Assembly has been a leader 

on this issue for decades.  The public on our side and the momentum  from Occupy’s 

protest against money and politics.  We’ve never had a better chance to win the game 

changing issue against politics.  Thank you.  

 

Pat Diaz – 135 Main Street – I am also a member of Community Voices Heard.  I 

would also like to speak on the resolution for fair election legislation.  I am totally in 

favor of this, and hope that you, the Common Council will check it out and see how 

serious this is.  Elections are the cornerstone of our democracy.  The best way we can 

take our elections back is by making big campaign contributions matter less.  We can 

do this in New York through a voluntary system through a public financing of our 

elections.  Governor Cuomo’s support marks the first political leader in the nation 

making a policy in response to Citizens United.  Thank you very much. 

 

Jeff Anzevino– 1 Civic Ctr Plz Advocate for Land Use & & Elizabeth Hart 82 

Washington Street – Executive Director of Walkway Over the Hudson. 

Jeff Anzevino:  We’ve been working with a large group of stakeholders, Scenic 

Hudson and members of the Walkway Over the Hudson and the Dutchess Ccounty 

Regional Chamber of Commerce.  We’ve been working with Mayor Tkayzik and 

Mike Long (City Administrator) City of Poughkeepsie and across the river with the 

Town of Lloyd to find ways that can leverage the success of Walkway-Over-the-

Hudson, so that the City of Poughkeepsie can be pulled up by their boot straps so that 

the tourists can come here.  This can help other areas and can create livable 

communities that Mr. Nolan talked about earlier.  I’ll leave this to Elizabeth to talk 

about the economic impact and I’ll show you some boards.  We’ll be quick. 

 

Elizabeth Hart:  I heard your questions to Mr. Nolan earlier and just wanted to 

reiterate.  Again, we’re a group of folks that have raised some private funding in 

order to do some work that we think is going to benefit the City of Poughkeepsie.  

We’re doing that because I come here and talk about Walkway-Over-the-Hudson.  

Walkway-Over-the-Hudson is a park.  It has brought 1.5 million visitors and residents 

out to traverse the walkway.  It has created over $24 Million in sales tax and revenue 

for the City.  It’s a State Park.  It’s popular and successful, but what becomes of it 

next, and what we do with it is up to us. That’s why it’s important that you, as the 

leaders, and us, as the community advocates work together to develop this resource 

into what it can be.  Zoning is being discussed because if you have a vision of what 

can happen and a plan to fill in the buildings and bring the tax dollars back into the 
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City, then there’s a lot more of a likelihood that it will happen.  Sometimes we get 

frustrated with planning, but without plans, there isn’t a vision.  Without a vision, the 

action can’t happen.  Things like $9.4 Million in wages, 383 jobs and $23 Million in 

annual sales have been documented  through a study through the Kimoyan 

Associates.  So, we’re proud that the walkway is accomplishing this.  We’re looking 

forward to increasing the positive impact in Poughkeepsie.  So that’s why the 

Gateway has the impact it’s had.   

 

Jeff Anzevino:  All invited to a meeting September 25
th,

 which is Tuesday.  There’s 

also a meeting tomorrow with the Mayor and the County Executive.  These are 

exciting ways to market and promote the City of Poughkeepsie.  The other is a 

Zoning proposal.  Discusses the advantages of having a new zoning plan. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, you’re having a meeting on the 25
th

?  Where? At what 

time? 

 

Jeff Anzevino:  Right here at10:00 a.m., Tuesday. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  So, maybe you should send out a reminder for the 

meeting, so people can know what’s going on and give their input.  It’s better that 

way.   

 

Elizabeth Hart:  Can I close, just by saying that there are two parts of it.  One is the 

vision and branding and the other is zoning. 

 

Constantine Kazolias – 47 Noxon Street -  Monies were discussed here…’Szudag 

monies at the Civic Center- $750,000 was borrowed by developers way back in the 

‘70’s.  That was a revolving fund.  I’d like to know what happened to that one.  Just 

for your own information, I believe in Urban Homesteading.  In ’72 I ran for Urban 

Homesteading, plus I was Chairman of the Charter Commission.  You’re going to 

have to go through something; going to have to change a lot.  Believes that the 

Council should have their own chambers.  The Sanitation Inspector is cutting grass, 

doing double duty, John [Mayor Tkayzik] knows how I feel about the sanitation guys. 

Tar is something that I spoke to the Mayor about too.  It’s a mobile unit that goes 

onto the property, gets the animal, neuters it and then releases it which stops it from 

reproducing.  It’s better than euthanizing.  Pensions in New York return 1.6% with all 

the consultants.  Would like to know why they make 8%.  The difference between the 

8% and 1.6% is made up by the tax payers.  But, look into the ‘Udag’ money.  It 

should be replenishable fund.  Look into it. 

 

Dr. Michael Caldwell – 1 Barkdale Court – Spoke about getting the children’s 

input to speak about their feelings regarding smoke free parks.  Impacts health.  Feels 

that we are moving backwards rather than forward.  There’s no emergency for 

smokers to light up.  There’s no rush to make a decision.  Please take your time in 

being deliberative.  I know that some of you went to a dinner to honor Vassar 

Brothers Medical Center.  Honor them by your values, choices and actions in support 
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of health.  Do the same thing that Vassar is doing by creating a smoke free ban across 

campus.  Don’t weaken your commitment, strengthen it.  Please don’t disappoint the 

children and families that worked with you to pass this ordinance.  Salute them.  

Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts with you, and I welcome any 

questions you may have. 

 

Mae Parker-Harris – 16 Allen Place – A civil rights worker for the last 50 years, I 

would like to see smoking reinstated in designated areas in the park, due to the fact 

that it’s not illegal.  There are many other things people are doing in the parks.  

They’re serving liquor down at the river.  There’s a law that no alcohol should be 

served in public parks, but somehow that got passed.  That’s more dangerous than 

smoking.  If you don’t want to be near the people that are smoking, you have a choice 

to be away from it just like you have a choice to turn your television off if you don’t 

want your family or children to watch certain programs.  You can’t control 

everything, you can’t control the public and other things - you control your families.  

Asked why studies were made for many other things, but no study has been made 

regarding plans for housing, youth programs and poor families for some recreation in 

the City?  When are you going to do a study on that? There was a football celebration 

last week to open the field.  I was asked to join.  If I joined and went there for the 

ribbon cutting ceremony, I’d bring a sign saying, “Where’s the books for the kids’ 

classrooms?” and “Where’s the bus for the children to go to school?”  So, I know you 

all don’t want me over there, so I guess I’d better stay home.  So that’s what I did, 

stayed home.  I don’t where the priorities of the people making decisions in the City 

are.  They’re forgetting our children, whether they’re wealthy, poor or whatever.  

Another thing is to stop giving away public land.  When these restaurants at the river 

run out of parking because the railroad stations’s got all the parking spaces in the city, 

that even a resident in the city has no place to park when they go down to the river.  

When the restaurants need more parking, they want the city to give them more park 

land.  Please don’t designate any more park land of city property for these restaurants 

and their businesses, because when they close, they go back to their community and 

homes.  I would like to see some of the grills put back in the parks so the people that 

live in the city can enjoy the parks.  Not only for the people that are coming out of the 

city to go to these restaurants and enjoy the waterfront, but also for the people of the 

City as well.  We live in the City. We should be able to go down there with our 

families and grill, etc. where we pay taxes.   Maybe the City is getting some kind of 

feedback [sic] or some kind of cutback [sic].  Can’t understand how a city of this size, 

where she’s lived all her life and the people who live here have kept the city so stable 

all these years and Hudson Housing is charging homeless people to sleep in the 

shelter. It’s shameful.  I’m not always trying to be negative all the time. Makes you 

want to pray about all the injustices done in this city and that the decision makers in 

the city will start looking out for other people, instead of looking out for themselves 

all the time. 

 

Doug Nobiletti – 145 Academy Street, property owner 320-328 Main Street – 

Discussed his idea of forming a group of volunteers, called, “Gate Keepers,” who will 

take care of those two entry points to the city.  By involving youth and providing 
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tools to work with will provide labor at no cost, but at the same time they can be 

proud of the work they did by having something to show for it.  They will be the Gate 

Keepers.  With Ms. MacIsaac leaving her position, he hopes to have some form of 

social and economic development corralled into a functioning program.  We need to 

have these things to function as a City.  As to the presentation that was shown, he’s 

involved with the University Land Use Program and said that it’s incredible.  It’s 

incredibly comprehensive, very well-appointed, it ties everything together.  

Comments he made (off the cuff) earlier were being made so that the department 

heads could hear, what they might not hear, if they were involved in that.  I know 

Gary Beck (Jr.) is.  He’s been at every session that I’ve been as well as Mike Long 

(City Administrator) and Mayor…some of the Council members have been, but it is 

the program, Ms. Perry.  You seemed to question the program, but it can help save the 

City; tying all the loose ends together – a solid footing to go forward with.  The re-

zoning of industrial sites along the railroad tracks. I think anybody that’s walked the 

Walkway will probably agree that something could be done.  Not necessarily should 

be done.  They’re not problems, they’re just not prime for what we’re doing. So, 

making the effort to get together to try and change it so we are ready for prime time 

will boost the revenues for the city, boost the sales tax, boost the property values, 

boost the coffers and help alleviate some of the financial crunch we’re all faced with.  

I’ll be at the October 8
th

 meeting.  I will be there on Tuesday morning at Ms. Hart’s 

and the Greenway’s meeting.  I want to be a part of that.  I want to see that these 

things come into reality.  I implore the Council to get together – no political agendas.  

You’re public servants – you got to serve the mission.  The mission is to focus on this 

document which came like a gift from the organizations that donated the funds to 

produce it.  It’s just to help everyone get on the same page and figure out how to go 

forward.  Thanks for hearing me.  

 

Ethel Little – 93 Fountain Road – Read a statement by Teddy Roosevelt.  “There 

can be no effective control of corporations, while their political activity remains.  To 

put an end to it will be neither a short nor an easy task, but it can be done.”  So, there 

are important people in our past who really, truly believe we should be doing this.  

Thank you. 

 

Gene Fisher – 66 DuBois Road, New Paltz – When I heard that you were actually 

considering a resolution to support campaign finance reform, I was really excited to 

hear that and I appreciate you folks taking on something that’s pretty much a federal 

issue.  But I think it impacts government at every level.  A couple of years ago, the 

Supreme Court ruled in favor of Citizens United, and it opened up the floodgates for a 

lot of influence from corporations.  Not that they didn’t have a lot before that, but it 

made it even worse. The fact that you guys are considering a resolution is a really 

great thing.  I hope you’ll consider passing the resolution.  I also want to quote a 

former president who noticed the same with our government.  That was, Teddy 

Roosevelt – no, actually it was Lincoln.  “I see in the near future, a crisis approaching 

that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country.  

Corporations have been enthroned, and an era of corruption in high places will 

follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its’ reign until 
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all wealth is aggregated and all wealth will be aggregated in the hands of the few.”  

That obviously happened back in the 1920’s and early ‘30’s, and happened recently. 

It continues to happen due to the influence of industry has over the government.  The 

government is supposed to regulate industry, but unfortunately, the way the system is 

set up through campaign financing, it’s happening the other way around.  This 

proposal to have fair elections will give some of the power back to the people.  It will 

also allow common folk, like you and I to actually run for office. There are a couple 

of states that have fair elections in place already, and they find that more women, 

more people of color are running for office and winning.  More people are getting a 

voice in government, that haven’t had it before.  So, again, I appreciate the time.  I 

really do, since it’s been a long night for you folks.  Thank you. 

 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Thank you Madam Chair.  Just two things tonight.  We’ll be 

announcing the proposed City 2013 Budget on Monday, October 15
th

.  We will then 

distribute to the Council the proposed Review Schedule, to review the 2013 Proposed 

Budget.  We will get those dates to leadership shortly. And, again, mark your 

calendars for the tentative date for the Annual Festival of Lights Celebration, which 

will be Friday, November 30
th

, hosted by the River District and the Bardavon.   

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Today, Councilmember Solomon and myself, along with 

Charlie North, New York State Assemblyman Frank Skartados were at Shop-Rite, 

bagging for hunger.  What a sight.  We were there for about an hour bagging 

groceries, so I’m really tired, especially after the forum this morning at 7:30 a.m.  I’d 

like to briefly say, that I’ve been on the Council for seven consecutive years.  It’s 

been tough.  I have been doing my King Street Festival, which is extremely tiring.  

This Saturday I will be having the Festival once again.  All are welcome.  You have a 

flyer – it starts at 12:00 p.m. noon.  I put down 11:30 a.m. for those that like to come 

late.  There will be a talent show, face painting, free hamburgers and hot dogs, relay 

races, trophies…the works.  That concludes Chairwoman’s comments.   

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council that a resolution is before the 

Council is being made by Walkway-Over-the-Hudson.  It is through the Hudson River 

Valley Greenway, the grant requires support of the municipality.  I believe that the 

application has already been made and this is the last piece that is required from the City 

of Poughkeepsie to simply support acknowledgement that we are the municipal 

organization. 
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Councilmember Boyd:  It is my understanding that this grant is for $20,000.  Is this 

correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Correct. 

 

RESOLUTION 
(R-12-66) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is applying to the Hudson River Valley Greenway for a grant 
under the Greenway Communities Grant Program for a project entitled Walkway as Gateway to 
Success Map Project to be located in the City of Poughkeepsie; and 
  
WHEREAS, the grant application requires the applicant municipality to obtain the 
approval/endorsement of the governing body of the municipality or municipalities in which the 
project will be located; 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the governing board of City of Poughkeepsie hereby does approve and 
endorse the application for a grant under the Greenway Communities Grant Program, for a project 
known as Walkway as Gateway to Success Map Project and located within this community. 
  

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER BOYD 

 
R12-66 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Before you have what is referred to as a memorialization, that is, 

we would like to go on record as a Council and a city representing the city’s citizens.  

The current situation of our U. S. Congress calling a corporation, which, I studied, is an 

invention of human beings.  It was invented because the ownership and partnership were 

inadequate to move our society along, so they invented the corporation.  It is not a human 

being as the Supreme Court has stated.  It is an invention of human beings.  As we all 

know, the Constitution begins with, “We, the people.”  It doesn’t start off with, “We the 
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people and corporations…” and maybe someday, machines.  Also, we with our 

Declaration of Independence we say, “these things are self-evident that all people are 

created equal; there’s nothing in there about corporations.  When I was in college in the 

‘60’s, the idea of a corporation being a person, in the sense that a human being, a voter, a 

resident or even a non-citizen, is a person, would be considered ridiculous and  absurd, 

and I would have gotten an “F.”  But our Supreme Court has decided that they will do 

that and decide for us all, 5 to 4.  They will say that for purposes of political action, 

corporations are persons; they can do whatever they want, when they want, if they want.  

This goes back to Teddy Roosevelt, a good Republican,  great Republican and 

greatAmerican.  He told us that the malefactors of great wealth would “do us in, unless 

we stood up to them.”  That caution was echoed by his cousin, Franklin Roosevelt and I 

hope it’s echoed by all of us in this room.  We simply cannot allow this to stand.  We 

need a Constitutional amendment that says that corporations are not persons, they’re not 

human beings, they do not have a soul and that, finally, after this hard decision, we can 

get back to where we were, “We the people.”  

 

Councilmember Herman:  I have a few things.  First I’d like to thank you for the 

history lesson.  Did you know about the decision, Buckley vs. Valdi, did you read that 

decision?  Also, did you read the decision of Citizens United vs. The Federal Elections 

Commission?  Did you read both of those?    

 

Councilmember Rich:  The only one in this resolution is Citizens United vs. the Federal 

Election Commission. Yes, I read it.  

 

Councilmember Herman:  Just asking you a question, that’s all. 

  

Chairwoman Johnson asked Councilmember Herman if he would like to supply the 

Council with any answers. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  No, but I got them right here if you guys want to ponder 

through them.  I don’t have the time, but I don’t know why this Council would have any 

say in the content of this resolution.  I don’t know why we would even think of 

going…it’s a Supreme Court ruling.  Why does a Council of a city want to get involved 

in that? 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Is there any other discussion?  

 

Councilmember Parise:  Yes.  I echo Councilman Herman’s remarks.  I think that 

there’s no business being on the City Agenda.   I think it’s political propaganda, and I 

don’t think this is City business. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  The Common Council under the Charter has certain powers and 

duties, and one of them is memorialize, just like we did when I was the County 

Executive, we did that all the time.  We do that seldom at the City Council, only for 

important matters but we do it; we do it so that our State and Federal representatives are 

aware that we have a concern or problem that is faced by the citizens or city residents.  
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This court decision is such a situation, that while you may disagree with me, it’s an 

absolutely valid resolution. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  So what you’re saying is that we’re going to oppose the 

ruling of the Supreme Court as a Council.   

 

Councilmember Rich:  Yes Paul, I would have opposed Plessy vs. Ferguson in1896 or 

the one in 1856 declaring that a black American wasn’t a human being.  Yes, I would 

oppose things like that.  Sometimes, just like the Congress and the President, the 

Supreme Court is wrong.  They [Supreme Court] is made up of nine human beings.  

They’re not God, they’re not Divinity, they’re not the twelve Apostles; they’re simply 

people that can make mistakes.  They made a “biggie” here.   

 

Councilmember Herman:  Again, thank you for the history lesson, but what does that 

have to do with the City?  I don’t understand.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Is there any other question? 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I have questions that don’t get answers. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  You have a whole pack of answers.   

 

Councilmember Herman:  I’m going to leave them for you to read, since you obviously 

don’t have anything better to do with your time.  So…I’ll leave it for you. 

 

RESOLUTION 

(R-12-67) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON 

  

WHEREAS, Clean, fair, transparent and voter-owned elections are a necessity for a 

healthy democracy and public trust in our government; and 

 WHEREAS, Campaign financing must conform to these same values if our system of 

elections is to maintain the public trust; and 

 WHEREAS, Campaign financing has failed for many years to conform to these values as 

a result of the corrupting influence of large donations and vast corporate “independent” 

expenditures, dating at least to the 1976 Supreme Court decision Buckley v. Valeo, which gave us 

the false benchmark that “money equals free speech”; and 
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 WHEREAS, In 2010 the United States Supreme Court issued its decision in Citizens 

United v. Federal Election Commission, holding that independent spending on elections by 

corporations and other groups could not be limited by government regulations; and 

 WHEREAS, This decision rolled back the legal restrictions on corporate spending in the 

electoral process, allowing for unlimited corporate spending to influence elections, candidate 

selection, and policy decisions; and 

 WHEREAS, In reaching its decision, a majority of the Supreme Court interpreted the 

First Amendment of the Constitution to afford corporations the same free speech protections as 

natural persons; and 

 WHEREAS, In his eloquent dissent, Justice John Paul Stevens rightly recognized that 

“corporations have no consciences, no beliefs, no feelings, no thoughts, no desires.  Corporations 

help structure and facilitate the activities of human beings, to be sure, and their ‘personhood’ 

often serves as a useful legal fiction.  But they are not themselves members of ‘We the People’ 

by whom and for whom our Constitution was established”; and 

 WHEREAS, The Court’s decision in Citizens United severely hampers the ability of 

federal, state and local governments to enact reasonable campaign finance reforms and 

regulations regarding corporate political activity; and 

 WHEREAS, Corporations should not be afforded the entirety of protections or “rights” 

of natural persons, such that the expenditure of corporate money to influence the electoral 

process is a form of constitutionally protected speech; and 

 WHEREAS, On the contrary, the government has a compelling interest in empowering 

individual citizens to fund campaigns through their own small donations; and 
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 WHEREAS, Public financing systems like the one in New York City fulfill this goal and 

can enhance the power and participation of ordinary citizens in the electoral system; and 

 WHEREAS, Governor Cuomo has called for New York State to adopt such a system of 

public financing for elections to statewide and legislative offices; and 

 WHEREAS, Several proposed amendments to the Constitution have been introduced in 

Congress that would allow governments to regulate the raising and spending of money by 

corporations to influence elections; 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

BE IT RESOLVED, That the Council of the City of Poughkeepsie opposes the Supreme 

Court’s interpretation of the Constitution in Citizens United regarding the constitutional rights of 

corporations, and supports Congress amending the Constitution to provide that corporations are 

not entitled to the entirety of protections or “rights” of natural persons, specifically so that the 

expenditure of corporate money to influence the electoral process is no longer a form of 

constitutionally protected speech; and that we call on local, federal, and especially New York 

State Government to act immediately to check the influence of large corporate money through 

the implementation of systems of public matching for small campaign donations made by We the 

People, modeled on the system currently in place in New York City. 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

R12-67 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

3. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember  

    Boyd to receive and print. 
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Councilmember Rich:  Madam Chair, as you know we are called the Common 

Council…I’m going to give you another history lesson.   

 

Councilmember Herman:  I thought we moved on; we’re done with that.  We’re on this 

session, right? 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We need to keep up.  He’s talking about resolution R-12-68 that 

we voted to have a discussion on. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  You might find this interesting. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I’ll listen. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  You might want to listen.  I’ll bet not a lot of people haven’t 

thought of this.  Why do they call it the “Common” Council?  Most times you’ll see, 

“Council” or Board.”  The City of Poughkeepsie, goes back to before the Revolutionary 

War said Common Council because it was like the “House of Commons” in Great 

Britain.  It’s for those folks who are not wealthy or wellborn.  So, the Common Council 

should be respected as a place where the lowest denominator of city citizen participation 

is here.  Let me conclude this with saying, when I was a County Legislator, you walk up 

to the 6
th

 floor.  Off to the left is your County Executive’s Offices, and they stretch a long 

way.  In the middle is the legislative area, just like the legislative chambers, off to the 

right in equal in amount of space is the Legislative Branch.  Even within that it is broken 

down by majority and minority party.  You come into the City of Poughkeepsie.  To the 

right is the Executive Branch and you have a beautiful Mayor’s office.  Look to the left 

and you have more Executive.  The Executive swings around the Chambers here.  We’re 

asking for one thing.  There are several rooms in this area, including one behind that 

door; the Mayor’s office, where we could meet as a Council (all 8 of us if we wanted to), 

or individually with constituents.  I don’t think that’s an unreasonable and absurd thing to 

ask for.  Maybe some people do.  I do not.  I’m annoyed since becoming a Councilman, 

that it’s not like the County Office Building which has, traditionally for decades, run by 

the Republican Party. They set it up that way, so there would be two equal branches.  

Brian Morgan told us in memo, he works for both of us – Council and Executive.  Some 

people think that’s absurd.  So be it.  I think it’s not.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I understand the resolution and think it’s very fair to have 

someplace to meet with our constituents specially, so we don’t have to go to their homes.  

But I think in this resolution, there should be some “business days,” whether it’s ten days 

or fifteen days from now. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Are you saying that you think the resolution should be amended 

to reflect that the room should be available in the next ten business days from now? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Correct. 
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Amendment of R12-68 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  OK, so now we can have a vote, Corporation Counsel on the 

amendment? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  On the Resolution “As Amended.”  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, can we have a vote on the resolution, “As Amended,” 

available in the next ten business days?   

  

Councilmember Herman:  We’re done with the discussion? 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:    We did a roll call vote on the amendment for the resolution, 

since we have a nay.  OK.  Can we have a roll call vote please. 

 

 

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-12-68) 

 

INTRODUCED BY CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is designated pursuant to the charter of the City of 

Poughkeepsie as its legislative body; and 

 

WHEREAS, as the legislative body of the City of Poughkeepsie, Council Members, from time 

to time need to meet with constituents, community organizations and other groups regarding 

matters pending before them; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council is desirous of designating a area on the third floor of City 

Hall for the purpose of carrying out its function and duties of its office; and 

 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby directs the 

Mayor to designate a room on the third floor of City Hall to be used exclusively by the Common 

Council which room shall be known as the “Common Council Meeting Room”.  
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SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 
R12-68 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, does that take care of the resolution altogether?  

 

Councilmember Rich:  Yes, with the ten days… 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Excuse me, Corporation Counsel? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yes. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  This resolution is very important, because we do not have a 

place to meet with constituents.  People want to meet with us; we serve the people, and 

this whole building is paid for by taxpayers’ dollars.  They should have a place to meet 

with their elected officials. Moving on to Item #... 

 

Councilmember Herman:  Councilwoman Johnson, are we still in discussion?   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We just had a vote.  You had an opportunity for discussion. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I thought it was on the amendment of the ten days…?  Oh, 

that was just a comment? Basically, you’re forbidding us to comment on it.   

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Boyd to receive and print.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Let’s not be disrespectful.  Let’s set a role model for our 

children.  Ordinance O-12-11 Designating a Smoking Area in city parks.  As a 

councilwoman, I represent all citizens in the City of Poughkeepsie.  I, myself, am not a 

smoker.  I represent smokers and non-smokers.  Smoking will not be permitted in the 

parks.  However, we will have a designated area, because this law has to be reasonable 

and enforceable.  The previous law was $100 to $1,000; so now it will be reduced down 

to $20.00.   

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Mentioned that Vassar Brothers “Hospital” has a designated 

smoking area outside the hospital walls.  The CIA where she graduated, has designated 
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areas for smoking.  My mother is 82 years old.  I, myself, am not a smoker, but my 

mother smokes two packs per day and swims 3 ½ miles per day.  If she could not sit in 

her car to smoke, I think the stress would kill her, not the cigarettes, according to her 

cardiologist. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I think it should be available for all concerned. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  My mother smoked until she was 80 and by some miracle, she 

quit.  She lived to 94.  I don’t know if the two are connected.  But if this law was in effect 

as it is now, I couldn’t take her to the city parks.  We used to go sometimes and look at 

the Hudson River, but those were the old days.  I think the law that we have now is too 

strict.   We want to restrict smoking, but I don’t think that as long as it’s legal...liquor is 

legal.  There are places in the parks, like Christo’s and the Ice House that serve liquor. 

We’re going to be really politically correct and tell the 12% or 15% (of smokers) that 

they really are not full participants in the parks.  This law as it is now is hard to enforce, 

because I haven’t heard of one case where someone was ticketed.  At least not in my 

ward, and I don’t think that any other council members have heard of it happening in 

their wards.  It was not going to be enforced when it was first passed and that was stated 

by the police, that it was not enforceable.  Now they can enforce where people smoke and 

not smoke.  That they can do.  So I think it would be better for the parks if there is a 

designated smoking area.   It would be a place in the parking lot, where the children are 

not to be allowed to be in.  It can also be a place for those smokers who are trying to quit. 

 

Councilmember Parise:  Yes, I think if we vote on this resolution, I think we’re going 

backwards.  As the good doctor said, we’re setting an example.  I understand this is not 

enforceable, but is a courtesy law.  It’s for the children, and if we vote for it, I think it’s 

just taking a step back.  The County Executive passed a law that makes all county parks 

now are smokeless.  I think we should stick with that, within the County, within the City 

and within the State.  My mother is 83, she doesn’t smoke; thank God she doesn’t. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Read the rules and regulations for the city parks aloud. 

Specifically citing the part where it talks about alcoholic beverages not being allowed in 

the public parks and that no open containers of alcoholic beverages are allowed.  The 

exception is that unless such consumption occurs under authority of a private event 

through a permit issued by the city.  People drink in our parks and smoke at the Golf 

Course at College Hill and McCann.   

 

Councilmember Herman:  I’m going to echo Councilmember Parise’s words.  I’m 

against this.  We put together this ordinance for the kids.  Yeah, Vassar Medical Group 

has a smoking section, the Culinary has a smoking section, but it’s all about the youth.  I 

believe that, since we adopted this ordinance we haven’t written a ticket.  When you put 

in an ordinance with hefty fines, it makes people think twice.  No one has ever come up 

to this Council and said, it’s absurd; I can’t smoke in the park while I’m watching my son 

play ball. We’ve had no complaints about it.  If we go back to a $100 or $1,000 fine, 

they’ll think twice.  The people at Spratt Park love the Ordinance, and don’t even smoke 

while watching their kids play ball.  I think it’s absurd.  It’s ridiculous.  We started this in 
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the City, and the County jumped on our backs.  Now every park in the County has no 

smoking in the parks.  We’re going backwards.  Addressed the question to Corporation 

Counsel as to how many tickets were issued for this? 

 

Corporation Ackermann:  We’ll have to get back to you. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I don’t think a cop will go down to the park to issue a ticket.  

It’s a courtesy ordinance.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Again, as it stands, this law is non-enforceable.  Has been to the 

park many times with people smoking around kids. Not only do they smoke around kids, 

you’ll also find needles, syringes, condoms, everything in the park; broken glass 

bottles… 

 

Councilmember Herman:  An Ordinance is an enforceable offense, correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  It’s been enforced.  We have prosecuted people.  I 

don’t know the number when they were, but people have been prosecuted for that. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  Then an Ordinance with a fine on it is enforceable, right? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  It is enforceable, and we have prosecuted people on 

that violation, but I’m not sure of the numbers. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  This is a drastic amendment to the ordinance when this was first 

adopted, there was a public hearing on this ordinance.  This is going to be shoved down 

the throats of residents and visitors alike, without any input? We haven’t had a complaint 

before this body regarding this issue.  People with families come visit and praise that 

we’re smoke-free.  When there are public and City events, they praise that we’re smoke-

free.  But, no public hearing, no chance to be heard.  I’m sure Pop Warner and Little 

League parents would love to hear about this. 

 

 

 

  

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §13-269 

OF CHAPTER 13 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED “MOTOR VEHICLES 

AND TRAFFIC” 

 

(O-12-11) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCIL CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON: 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  
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SECTION 1:  §15-18 is hereby amended by the following additions: 

 

Section 15-18  Rules and regulations for parks of the city 
 

 

 

 

(d) General rules/regulations. The following rules and regulations shall apply to all parks in 

the city, unless specifically made applicable to only one or more parks:  

 

 

 

  

(1) No person shall be in possession of firearms, knives of any description, or other 

dangerous instruments in a park.  

 

 
 

  
(2) No person shall bring into or have in a park any explosive or explosive substance. 

 
 

 

 

  

(3) No person shall kindle, build, maintain or use a fire other than in a grill in a 

designated area. Any fire shall be continuously under the care and direction of a competent 

person over 16 years of age from the time it is kindled until it is extinguished. No person 

shall throw away or discard any lighted match, cigar, cigarette or other burning object in a 

park except after extinguishing same and then only in a receptacle provided therefore by the 

city. 

 

 

 

 

  

(4) No person shall solicit contributions for any purpose unless authorized by special 

permit by the city.  

 

 

 

  

(5) No person shall consume any alcoholic beverages in a park or have in his/her 

possession an open container of an alcoholic beverage unless such consumption or 

possession occurs under authority of a private event permit issued by the city. 
 

 

 

  

 

(6) No motor vehicle of any type or description, including but not limited to mini bikes, 

trail bikes and snowmobiles, shall be permitted in a park except on designated roads and then 

only for the purpose of parking in designated parking areas or departing from same. 

 

 

 

 

  

(7) No person shall use lewd or abusive language or engage in public lewdness or behave 

in a disorderly manner in a park. No person shall urinate or defecate in a park except in 

facilities designated by the city. 
 

 

 

 

  

(8) No person shall remove any equipment or park apparatus from within the boundaries 

of any park or from its original location within the park.  

 

 

 

  

(9) No person shall engage in any activity in any park except in an area designated for 

same by the Recreation Commissioner. Wholly prohibited activities include, but are not 

limited to, golfing, hunting, trapping, horseback riding or any obnoxious or offensive 

activity. 

 

 

 

 

  

(10) No person shall throw or discard in a park any litter or any object or matter not 

naturally found in the boundaries of the park. Refuse must be deposited in receptacles 

provided. 
 

 

 

 

  

(11) No person, for the duration of any athletic event sponsored by the Recreation 

Department, shall remain in the vicinity of the event except in designated areas.  
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(12) No person shall injure, deface or disturb any part of the park or any building, sign, 

equipment or other property found therein; nor shall any tree, flower, fern, shrub, rock or 

other plant or mineral be removed, injured or destroyed; nor shall any person harass, annoy 

or injure nor shall any person view, approach or enter into or upon any waterfall, gorge, cliff 

or other natural or scene feature by any means other than established trails, overlooks and 

entries provided for such public use, visit or entry. 

 

 

 

 

  

(13) No person shall cause or permit any animal owned by him/her or in his/her custody 

or under his/her control to enter or remain in a park, except a dog restrained by a leash not 

exceeding six feet in length. Removal of canine waste shall be governed by Section 4-9 of 

the Code of Ordinances. 

 

 

 

 

  

(14) Permission to hold a public assembly in any park must be obtained from the City 

Chamberlain pursuant to Section 3-4 of the Code of Ordinances, and permission to hold a 

parade, demonstration or assemblage must be obtained from the Chief of Police pursuant to 

Section 14-13 of the Code of Ordinances. 

 

 

 

 

  

(15) No person shall sell, rent or hawk any articles or property, including the vending of 

food, in a park unless such activity is first approved in writing by the City Administrator and 

the Commissioner, and a license is obtained from the City Chamberlain. Upon approval and 

payment of the required fee, as set forth in Section 10-3 of the City Code of Ordinances, a 

vendor license shall be issued by the City Chamberlain and must be displayed at all times. 

Revocation of a license may occur pursuant to Section 10-12 of the City Code of Ordinances. 

 

 

 
 

  
(16) The speed limit on the roadways in all parks shall be 15 miles per hour. 

 
 

 

 

  

(17) The College Hill Access Road shall be designated a one-way roadway with the 

ingress through the south entrance to the park and egress through the north exit from the 

park, exiting onto North Clinton Street. 
 

 

 

 

  

(18) Rollerblading, scooter riding and skateboarding shall be prohibited on all tennis 

courts and basketball courts.  

 

 
 

  
(19) No person shall feed birds or other wildlife in any park. 

 
 

 

 

  

(20) In order to conserve the natural beauty of the city parks, protect the health, safety, 

and welfare of the public, and to preserve the city parks for public uses, public recreation, 

pleasure, air, light and enjoyment, the posting or distribution of signs, advertisements or 

literature is prohibited. 

 

 

 

  

 

(21) No person shall loiter in or near toilets and no one, except City employees on duty, 

may enter toilet rooms designated for the opposite sex. 
 

 

 

 

  

(22) No person shall place or allow to be placed in any river, pond, brook, stream, ditch 

or drain within the park any solid, liquid or aqueous waste which shall fail to comply with 

the minimum requirements set by the State Department of Health or the State Department of 

Environmental Conservation for Quality Standards of Class B Waters. 

 

 
 

 
  

(23) No person shall be allowed to congregate in groups or crowds for unlawful 
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purposes, riotous assemblage, or to annoy, harass, or to inflict property damage or bodily 

injury to others. 

 

 

 

  

(24) The Commissioner may deny permits if the Commissioner shall make a finding that, 

after a review of all pertinent factors such as the anticipated attendance at the park on the 

date in question, the number of permits issued for the day in question, or the number of 

different groups or individuals requesting permits for the day in question, there would be 

posed a threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the public enjoying the park. 

 

 

 

 

  

(25) The rights of park users to enjoy the parks shall at all times be recognized and 

respected by all persons. If an individual, family, or group causes discomfort or disruption to 

other park users or to park employees, they may, at the discretion of the Commissioner or his 

designee, be reassigned to another area of the park or be removed from the park. 

Furthermore, the Commissioner may ban the individual, family or group violating this 

section from the park for such time as he deems appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

  

(26) No person shall use or have in his or her possession any controlled substance unless 

prescribed by a physician for the possessor.  

 

 
 

  
(27) No person shall operate games of chance. 

 
 

 

 

  

(28) No person shall fail to refuse to comply with any reasonable order relating to the 

regulation, direction or control of traffic or to any other order lawfully given by the 

Commissioner or his designee. 
 

 

 

 

  

(29) All registered motor vehicles shall be parked in designated areas only. No vehicle 

shall be left in an area where posted signs prohibit parking. Parking during hours parks are 

closed is prohibited. 
 

 

 

 

  

(30) Persons holding permits for private event use of City parks are required to confine 

the activities approved under the permit to the area of the park defined in the permit. In 

Waryas Park, permit holders are required to maintain a distance of a minimum 25 feet from 

the exterior boundaries of the Ice House Concession Stand and to refrain from selling any 

food item being sold by the Ice House Concessionaire. Failure to observe these requirements 

may result in the cancellation of the permitted event, the denial of requests for future permits 

and/or imposition of the penalties set forth in Section 15-24.1 of this article. 

 

 

 

 

  

(31) Private event permit holders are required to arrange City assistance for assembly of 

equipment, bleachers, chairs, electricity and other items at least 15 days in advance of the 

scheduled event. Failure to do so will result in denial of any such request. 
 

 

 

 

  

(32) The City Administrator may promulgate such other and further rules and regulations 

not inconsistent with this article he deems necessary and proper to promote the health, safety 

and general welfare of persons using the parks and the orderly administration and 

preservation of the parks. 

 

 
 

 
  

(33) No person shall bring into or have in a park any glass beverage container. 
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( 

 

(34)        Smoking shall be prohibited within public parks.  No person shall smoke 

a cigarette or other tobacco related product in any public park within the City of 

Poughkeepsie, except for the parking lot of such park.  No person shall carry or 

possess any lit tobacco product within a public park in the City.  This subsection 

shall not apply to any golf located within the City of Poughkeepsie. Any person 

found to have violated this subsection shall be subject to a fine in the amount 

of $20. 

  

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

ADDITIONS denoted by Underlining and Bold 

DELETIONS denoted by Strikethrough 
 

 

 
O-12-11 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember Herman  Voter     

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Solomon Voter    

Councilmember Parise Voter    

Councilmember  Boyd Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson  Voter    

     
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

NONE 

 

 

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Spoke about the extension of the Ice House.  Passed a photo 

of it around.  I understand that no permits were needed, but the existing shelter here, 

from what you tell me, Corporation Counsel Ackermann, we don’t have any 

blueprints for this?  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I can’t see the picture.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Oh, my goodness, that’s huge! Is that alienation of park 

land? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Do we have any blueprints for that extension? 
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I don’t know if we have any blueprints for that 

structure. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  OK, so, do we have the right, as Common Council 

members, say that, since we don’t have any blueprints, they can automatically do 

whatever they want to do?  Don’t they have to come back to the Common Council to 

let us know what is taking place? The gentleman from WAC doesn’t even know 

anything about it. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  This is the first I’m seeing this.  I will review 

the matter, review the lease and I told you that I will give you that information during 

the week. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  OK.  I also understand that the garbage is being picked up 

for free there.  Is that correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  The license agreement provides that the City 

will pick up the garbage.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  That’s commercial property, is that correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  City property.   As with any other City building, 

we’re responsible for removing the trash. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  What about for the Mystere Cruise Ship, we’re picking up 

their garbage for free? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I’ll have to check the license agreement. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Can I get a copy of that?  I wasn’t here last year. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yes, we’ll provide that to you. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  The Mystere ship was pumped out at 9:00 a.m. by the 

Sanitation Truck, two hours before the Ice House opened.  Suppose that truck had a 

hole in the waste pipe? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  We have a Hold Harmless Agreement with 

them.  I don’t know when it was done, but pursuant to the license agreement, there’s a 

limit of liability for the City.   

 

Councilmember Boyd:  When is that boat plan on being moved? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  You mean, the season? 
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Councilmember Boyd:  To the Southern side, according to the River Keeper, 

litigation that was just settled on, on the 10
th

 of September? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  The litigation, the Stipulation of Settlement 

provides that the additional dock space will be installed with the rest of the docks, in 

the Spring.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  By May of 2013? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  That’s correct. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  The boat would be moved at that point? 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I noticed that the new dock is much narrower than the 

old dock.  Are we going to get an equal dock?  I think its six feet wide and looks a 

little shaky. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I’m not sure…I mean, the dock has been 

inspected pursuant to the settlement.  I’m not sure what the additional dock is, width 

wise. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I think what she’s referring to is the additional piece that 

was put on.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  It’s a foot smaller and it’s 2 x 6’s instead of 2 x 8’s.  Did we 

purchase those docks? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Part of it was purchased by the city. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Where did we purchase those docks from? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I believe part of it will be donated. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  By the Mystere? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Correct.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  And nobody has a right to say that the space should be equal 

to the dock that’s already there for public use? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:    First of all, the City had to go through 

permitting with DEC and Army Corp.  The dock that is in there has been inspected 

and it’s part of the Stipulation and are aware of the dock that’s in there.  As for the 

additional docks, I don’t know what the additional docks that will be installed…I 

think it’s probably a question for Rich DuPilka, as to what sizes, etc. There is issues 
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with mooring them with those types of issues and that I would leave to a technical 

expert. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I have a question for the Mayor.  Looking at this picture, it 

shows a huge addition.  It takes up a lot of parkland.  You can no longer walk there; 

there was a path there.  This was not a part of the original agreement.  We had to find 

out about this from our constituents.  There was no transparency in government.  

When did you know that they were putting on this huge addition? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe you were briefed on that by former City Administrator 

Long. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  No, we were not. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  At an Executive Session, he explained to you, regarding the 

process. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  When we brought it to your attention about this, he told us 

that he didn’t have to tell us anything about what the Executive Branch does, when 

they add on or do things.  That’s what he said. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  He told you about an amendment they made in relation to the 

bathrooms. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  There was an amendment? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  No, in relation to the bathrooms being moved. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, the City Council was not informed ahead of time, before 

the structure was constructed.  We found out after the fact about this accessory use. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  It was all part of the license agreement, for refrigeration. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So you’re saying that,….who approved this?  Did you 

approve this? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  City Administrator Long stated that you were well aware of it.. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  The City Administrator works for you.  Did you approve 

this? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  City Administrator Long approved it. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  City Administrator Long is not here.  Did you approve 

this alienation of park land? 
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Mayor Tkazyik:  Corporation Counsel has told you that it is not an alienation of park 

land.  This is an accessory use, for refrigeration. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I want it in writing, that this was an alienation.  Also, when 

you did this, we weren’t notified, we didn’t get a memo or an email, nothing.  No 

transparency in government.  If you care so much about the kids, you’re eating up 

part of their park.  I’d also like to know since there were no permits, were they built 

correctly…to code? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  As Corporation Counsel said, there’s a sing off process at the 

end…the structure… 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, is there a reason why the Council wasn’t notified about 

this?   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Because this falls within the license agreement. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So you’re saying, we voted on one thing, and then… 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You voted on the license agreement. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  No, we voted on the Ice House structure as it is, not adding 

on a whole other building.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  And WAC approved the concept. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  No, they didn’t.  The man from WAC was here today. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Corporation Counsel Ackermann will go through this and give you 

in writing, what he believes to be the scenario. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I also believe the agreement with the Ice House should be 

renegotiated, because it’s a lot more space now and also, it’s not a concession stand.  

It’s a full blown out restaurant.  If we’re in $3.6 Million in the hole, then I suggest we 

betterget some better revenue from this Ice House. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  It isn’t $3.4 Million?  It’s $4 Million? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  As I told you, after we got the sales tax number, in relation to what 

the County Executive was going to propose, that my number was going to include 

that shortfall.  After the Commissioner of Finance’s thorough review of the cap, 

they’re capping us at the first quarter return which is not the full growth of the year. 

And, that’s where the extra $400,000 falls into the sales tax. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, how many layoffs are you planning? 
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Councilmember Boyd:  I really think that we need to renegotiate this lease.  We 

need better revenue from the City.  I think that this is a total embarrassment.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I’d just like to know where the transparency in government 

is; that’s the problem I’m having. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  That is truly an ugly addition.  Are they going to get 

brickfaced or something on it? 

 

Councilmember Parise:  It’ll be stuccoed. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, were you aware of this, Councilmember Parise? 

 

Councilmember Parise:  Yeah, I went down there and looked at it and asked what’s 

going on; I wanted to see… 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Oh, so you knew… 

 

Councilmember Parise:  It’s going to be stuccoed; it’s going to look beautiful. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  It has a flat roof; it’s not going to be beautiful – it’s ugly 

beyond compare.  Wanted to discuss the garbage pickup.  How much money are we 

getting a month from this guy? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  $12.50 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  What a deal. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  You know what?  We are giving away the family jewels. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  How much for the boat? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  This body approved the license agreement. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson: Repeated the question. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Repeated his answer. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I asked you a question.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Councilmember Solomon was absent.  That building was vacant 

for fourteen years. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  And, we’re getting squat. 
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Councilmember Boyd:  We’re getting nothing.  $4 Million in the hole.  

Unbelievable. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Unacceptable. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Used to walk in Waryas Park a lot.  Now that the Walkway 

was built, he likes it even better.  When the elevator comes in, he’ll be able to do 

both.  Years ago, there used to be a concession stand there [at Waryas].  You could 

get ice cream, coffee, hot dogs.  It was not vacant, it was occupied by this concession 

stand.  Since 2000, people have tried to make a business there, but have failed.  That’s 

why a restaurant may be a good idea.  Be that as it may, it was occupied. 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Corporation Counsel’s going to provide the 

documentation and all, could you tell us who the architect was? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yes.  Absolutely.   

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Also, When plans are submitted for approval, can you 

tell us how long it takes to have those plans approved?  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I don’t have the answer to that. 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  I just wanted you to include that in your summation. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I need some clarification in regards to the patio area.  Now, 

the patio area - is that part of the Ice House agreement?  Is that correct? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Nods yes. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  So, if people want to sit in the patio area without buying 

anything, can they do that? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Yes.  They sit there all the time. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Just for the record.  Now for the sidewalk that was taken 

away, alienating people to walk on the other side.  The other side of the Ice House 

where the patio is has a walkway there.  Are people allowed to walk there? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  It’s a right-of-way. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Will it ever be roped off for any reason?  That you’re aware 

of? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  No, not that I’m aware of. 
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Councilmember Perry:  Thank you Madam Chair. Asked what the dimensions of 

the addition were. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We’ll get that provided to you. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  Also, will there be another path made?  The one there now 

gets muddy.  Will there be one made for a wheelchair?  There used to be concrete 

there. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I’ll check with the operator.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  They built this monstrosity and took the path away.  There 

will be no place for the children to play?  The swings are broken. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I don’t believe they’re done yet. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  We should get a donation from the Health Department to 

help pay for the broken swings. 

 

Councilmember Parise:  I’m very aware of the unsafe condition that the park is in.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I had to request a Port-a-Potty to be put there on Memorial 

Day Weekend.  It’s not even in my ward. 

 

Councilmember Parise:  It’s getting a new playground. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:   Well, no.  The swing set is one thing.  A playground is 

another. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  I think that there should be a sign on the patio that says, 

“This Patio is Open to Both Patrons and the Public.” 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Why wasn’t this brought to the attention of the Waterfront 

Advisory Committee?  

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I believe the City Administrator authorized it, and made an 

executive decision and he told you this last week. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson and Councilmember Boyd:  No, he did not.  He told us he 

didn’t have to tell us anything; he could do whatever he wanted.  He said he got paid 

by the Mayor. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  He said he got hired by the Mayor.  That he doesn’t have to 

tell the Common Counsel anything.  That’s what he said. 
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Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  I just want to bring up one point here, that the 

Council should consider.  In addition to the annual or monthly rent that the City 

receives, we benefit because we are the property owner.  Ultimately, the 

improvements which have been made to the Ice House what I’ve heard is about 

$400,000.  This is a benefit to the City, since we are the property owners. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  That’s not what is being said right now.  It’s about 

transparency in government.  I understand.  It’s a beautiful building and a beautifully 

restaurant.  However, when did they get permission to build a whole other structure 

attached to it, without coming before the Common Council, asking our permission, 

going to the Waterfront Advisory Committee.  Why did we have to learn from 

constituents, that a portion of the park land was taken away? 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Good news about the restaurant.  It is going to raise a lot of 

sales tax.  The bad news is that we’re not going to get our share of it. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Good news, bad news.  Any new business? 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Item #11.  Councilmember Boyd.  

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I have recently been bullied and harassed by emails 

regarding my visit to DPW with Councilwoman Mary Solomon.  I have contacted 

Rich DuPilka, the City Administrator Long.  For some reason or another, he told 

me I was not allowed to go down there because he could not escort me down there, 

and make the appointment with me.   I was also told that several of the other  

Common Councilmembers have been down there several times, without being 

escorted by the City Administrator.  Councilman Herman, you’ve been down there 

several times. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I have friends down there.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  You were even down there in your police car. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  You were down there in your police car, your private car; 

you were down there on Friday…you were not escorted.  The point is, I don’t want to 

be harassed as a Common Council member. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  Did I harass you? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I’m not saying you did. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  You’re throwing my name out there.  I have personal 

friendships out there.  I was a City Employee 20 years ago, so I have friendships 
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there.  Don’t put my name on record.  I never said anything about you being up there, 

so you better back up.  I never said anything… 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  But you were there. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I’m going there tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. for 

coffee.  Do you want to meet me there? 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  I’m not saying that you said.  I’m saying that you were 

there.  I wanted to be treated equally.  You go.  I can go.  Mary Solomon can go.  

Tom Parise can go. 

 

Councilmember Parise:   I don’t want to go. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Order. 

 

Councilmember Herman:  I never said anything about it. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I think the point that Councilmember Boyd is making is 

that, when she and Councilmember Solomon went down there, she was told she could 

not go down there without permission or an official escort.  Meanwhile, other 

Councilmembers are able to down, at will.  That’s the point she’s trying to make.  

She’s not attacking anyone. 

 

Councilmember Boyd:  Just treat me equally, like any other Councilmember.  I’m 

not putting up with it.  

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Three things.  For clarification.  We’ve heard beforehand 

about us taking care of State property – mowing and all that.  Is that something we 

can bill for the service and hope that once the State has money, that they can send us 

the bill…I mean pay the bill?   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  We’ve communicated with the State on 

numerous occasions that we were less than satisfied with the way they were 

maintaining State owned property in the City.  Official notice was sent by the 

previous City Administrator, and, unfortunately…and actually, now that I think about 

it, this Council passed a resolution asking the State to maintain those properties.  

We’ve had no luck getting anywhere. We have no authority over the State with 

getting them to do it.  We have no ability to charge them back for anything.  They’re 

exempt from our mowing laws and our ordinances.  We can continue to do it.  That’s 

what Commissioner DuPilka suggested.  That’s what we try to do, keep it up, but 

we’re not getting anywhere with that.  They do it on a rotating schedule, not how tall 

the grass is… it’s done on a rotating schedule. 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  Thank you very much. I want to mention, although he’s 

no longer here; I want to thank Mike Long for his services.  He came with some 
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progressive thinking ideas.  He was a good appointment and a good hire and onto that 

one, I am concerned and look forward to hearing what you have to say about grants 

and things of that sort.  Mike Long was a wealth of knowledge and things of that sort, 

so I’m sorry I didn’t get to say goodbye to him, but I wish him the best in Oneonta.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Seems like he left in the cloak of night.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Starts work tomorrow. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  He didn’t say goodbye.  There was no farewell 

dinner…nothing, nothing and more nothing.  What I’d like to know from the Mayor 

is, when are you going to start that search for a new City Administrator? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  As I said to you earlier, this has come upon us so sudden and 

quick. I’ve appointed Commissioner Bunyi to serve as Acting. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Are you starting your search now, because 60 days can 

come quick. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  We will be evaluating with staff and take into consideration the 

overall need of the City and the overall financial constraints.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Do you have any intention of hiring a new City 

Administrator and putting a search out there for one? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  As I said to you, I’m evaluating that now, with City Department 

Heads and staff.  I will inform the Council as we progress and go forward.  

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  How could you not, when the City requires it? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  There are provisions to have an Acting for a period of time. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Yes, but the 60 days is for you to find somebody new. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  You’re not going to find someone in 60 days, but I’ll come back to 

the Council with the plan of proposed action after it’s evaluated.  City Administrator 

Long left just yesterday.   

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  I think this is the same double talk we got about the Ice 

House, but, OK. 

 

Councilmember Mallory:  I just have one more.  Since we’re not going to have a 

Council meeting before the 29
th

, I want to let everyone know that we’re having a 

Community Block Party in Earline Patrice Park on September 29
th

 from 12:00 to 6:00 

p.m. Same as before in the past, there’s free food and events, similar to what 

Councilwoman Johnson has.  From 1:15 pm., there’ll be a signed dedication to 
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Earline Patrice and her involvement in our community, and also a historic placque 

being presented about the history of Mansion Square Park.  Just so that everyone 

knows, on the 29
th

 from 12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  I would also like to express my thoughts about Mr. Long.  I 

will miss him.  He was very good to me here over the period of time that I’ve been on 

the Council.  I also understand that Ms. Linda MacIsaac is leaving.  Is that the case?  

Or did I get that information wrong?  She’s retiring? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  It’s a personnel matter, Ms. Perry.  I can’t discuss that.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  There are rumors, and I don’t wish to dwell on the rumors.  

I just wanted to wish him success in his new position.  I also heard rumors about the 

bus service being discontinued.   Someone from Hyde Park told me she heard that the 

bus service was being discontinued and was very upset.  She told me her mother is 80 

years old, and relies on the bus, so she wanted me to find out if the rumors were true.   

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  As I stated in my State of the City Address, County Executive 

Molinaro and I are conducting a study regarding a unified mass transit system.  That 

is taking place right now and basically that is all that is going on.  Just a study is 

taking place regarding unified mass transit systems.   

 

Councilmember Perry:  OK, so the rumor is not what it said, then. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  Again, there’s just a study taking place.  No proposal, nothing 

concrete.  We’re just reviewing all matters in relation to mass transit county-wide and 

city-wide.  Because there’s only two systems in Dutchess County, which is very 

critical to our public that use it.  We want to of course, make it efficient, affordable 

and continue to do great things together.  So, we’re looking at all possibilities. 

 

Councilmember Perry:  I’m glad to hear that, Mayor.  Also want to thank Mr. 

Stickle and the Public Works Department who have been doing a very good job 

cleaning up the College Hill Park.  I want everyone take a look at it if you can.  Also, 

I would like to have an event there on the 6
th

 of October, and I’d like to invite the 

City Council and the whole community and the City staff and come there on that day 

just to celebrate College Hill.   It will be held in the section where the basketball court 

is, and we’re looking forward to lots of help to clean it up.  It’s a little messy in that 

particular area, the grass is mowed in the rest of the park and it looks really nice.  So, 

take a look at it when you get a chance. 

 

Councilwoman Johnson:  Since we’re talking about rumors, I heard a rumor and 

that’s probably not true, that the Mayor is thinking about outsourcing garbage and 

putting out bids. 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I don’t answer to rumors.   
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Chairwoman Johnson:  So, I just want to , you know…so, you’re saying it’s not 

true? 

 

Mayor Tkazyik:  I’m not saying anything. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  Alrighty, that’s what I’m saying.. 

 

Councilmember Solomon:  Can neither confirm nor deny. 

 

Chairwoman Johnson:  A “No answer,” is an answer, OK?   

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Chairwoman Johnson and Councilmember Rich seconded the motion 

to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m. 

 

Dated:  February 14, 2013 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday, September 19, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

6:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. Special Informational Meeting 

 

I.      ROLL CALL  
 

Presentation by PACE Land Use Center regarding a draft comprehensive plan.   

 

  

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of July 9, 2012 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  
 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR LONG, Resolution R12-66, supporting a 

Greenway Communities Grant for Walkway over the Hudson.  
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2. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-67, support of Campaign 

Finance Reform.  

 

3. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Resolution R12-68, designating office 

space/meeting room for Councilmember’s use.  

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. FROM CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON, Ordinance O12-11, designating a 

smoking area in city parks.  

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 
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