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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 2, 2014  6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

         ROLL CALL 

 

 All Present   

 

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

 

AMEND 

 

 

1. FROM COUNCILMEMBER PERRY AND COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS, 

Ordinance O-14-15, amending Section 9-34 of the City Code entitled “Effect of 

non-compliance with any section under this chapter”. 

ADD 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Ordinance O-14-13, 

parking change to include permit parking on Lafyette Place.  

 

IX. PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICAITONS:  

 

4.  FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 1ST Quarter Quarterly Report (January-March 

2014).  

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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Ariel Cordova 550 Main Street – he reiterates the statements he made during the public 

hearing that took place right before the Council meeting. He feels that the proposed change in 

the ordinance to increase the After Hours application fee from $500.00 to $1500.00 is 

“punitive” as well as “arbitrary and capricious”.  He believes that this Common Council 

would “supersede its legislative powers” by enacting such an ordinance.  He asks the Council 

to take a hard look at the proposed changes because it will not just be applied to convenience 

stores, but to any retail establishment that wishes to stay open past 11:00pm.  He also asks 

the Council to investigate the fee schedule and requests that the City Chamberlain’s Office 

provide a list of all businesses that are required to have an After Hours Permit.  He also states 

that he would like to see “all types of businesses open after 11:00pm that are involved within 

the City such as hospitals, ambulances and towing”, be required to have an After Hours 

Permit and be subject to the $1500.00 fee. He also goes on to discuss the proposed change in 

the number of violations a property can have against it – from 6 to 3 – before it becomes 

subject to a $2500 fine.  He believes it to be in “violation of the City Administration Code 

Section 2-06 which sets fines at $1000”.  He feels that it hurts older shop owners who may 

not be able to clear their sidewalk of snow or their grass as quickly as need be.  He goes on to 

thank Councilmembers Hermann and McClinton for attending his Middle Main Hudson 

River Housing Safety Forum. He then invites all Councilmembers to participate in his 

monthly safety forums. 

 

Ken Stickle 118 Catherine Street – he begins by stating the need for convenience stores to 

follow city ordinances regarding signage in their windows.  He states that covering up the 

windows is a safety issue and store owners need to comply. He agrees with the proposed 

change in the reduction in number of property violations that will result in fines. He hopes 

the Council thought about his idea of giving tax breaks to landlords who discount rents.  He 

feels that the City should be giving property owners a tax break for a year in order to entice 

new and different kinds of businesses into the City. 

 

Frank Clark 50 Rinaldi Blvd – he wants to thank everyone who had something to do with 

getting the Main Street bus down to Waryas Park. He states that notices should be given to 

the “ambassadors” on the Walkway by the elevator promoting that new service. 

 

Sheila Blanding 75 North Bridge Street – she suggests that the City have high school kids 

shovel snow/ sweep in front of vacant stores and then charge the cost to the property owner.   

 

Constantine Kazolias 47 Noxon Street  
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  
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Not Present  

 

               

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory: he states that before this Council is a vote on an ordinance sponsored 

by Councilmembers Petsas and Perry dealing with quality of life issues and to hold property 

owners more accountable. He continues by stating that this ordinance is another example of 

taking appropriate steps to deal with quality of life issues. 

 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Social Development Director Hesse informed the council that as presented at the 

August 18th meeting, the City is seeking to reallocate $30,595 of Community 

Development Block Grant funds from the Fallkill Creek Pedestrian Bridge project to the 

Fire Equipment project. Fire Chief Johnson and I were present at that meeting to answer 

any questions you had regarding this reallocation.  

 

A reallocation of this amount of funding is considered by HUD, according to their 

criteria, to be a non-substantial amendments to our 2013 Annual Action Plan, requiring 

nothing more than a legal notice. However, the City’s approved Citizen Participation 

requires a supporting resolution from the Common Council prior to submitting the 

amendment request to HUD. The resolution presented for your consideration supports our 

Action Plan amendment.   

 

RESOLUTION  

(R-14-63) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with CFR 24 Part 91, Consolidated Submission for 

Community  Planning and Development Programs, the City of Poughkeepsie submitted a 

one year Action Plan in 2013  which outlined the proposed uses of Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for the program year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Social Development Director has identified one project in the 2013 

Action Plan for which not all allocated funds are needed; and 

WHEREAS, the Social Development Director has recommended the reallocation of 

$30,595 from the Fallkill Creek Pedestrian Bridge project to the Fire Department 

Improvements project; and 
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WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie desires to amend the 

2013 Community Development Block Grant Action Plan as approved by the U.S. 

Department of Housing and Urban Development and in accordance with the Social 

Development Director’s recommendation; and 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby approves 

the amendment of the 2013 Consolidated Action Plan to reallocate $30,595 from 

07.11.8662.7469 CC13.FCBA (Fallkill Bridge) to 07.11.8989.7212 CC13.0070 (Fire 

Equipment); and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie hereby authorizes 

the submission of the amendment to the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 
 
R14-63 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the council that this ordinance would amend Section 

9-34 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled “Effect of Non-Compliance with 

any section under this chapter.” The amendment would reduce the number of violations that would 

allow the City to deem someone a “chronic and persistent offender” of the sanitation ordinance 

from six violations to three violations in a twelve month period. Pursuant to the language of Section 

9-34 this amendment would also govern the requirements found in Chapter 15, Section 11 of the 

code of ordinances entitled “Sidewalks, requirements for cleaning.” This proposed change would 

allow for a more stringent enforcement of the pertinent sections of the code and further enable the 

City to abate such nuisances and sanction the offending party.  
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ORDINANCE AMENDING §9-34 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED “EFFECT OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH ANY SECTION 

UNDER THIS CHAPTER” 

(O-14-15) 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, as follows:  

SECTION 1: Chapter 9, Section 34, of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances is hereby 

amended by the following additions and deletions: 

Section 9-34 Effect of Non-Compliance with any section under this chapter 

Any person violating any provision of this chapter and Chapter 15, Section 11, in excess of six 

three or more violations in any twelve-month period from the date of the most current violation 

shall be deemed a chronic and persistent offender and shall be deemed to have created a nuisance 

as defined in Section 14-48, and such nuisance shall be immediately abated by the City. Such 

person shall be subject to further penalties under this section of $2,500 in fines, the costs of 

immediate abatement and administrative costs as defined in this chapter and Chapter 15. These 

violations of six three or more shall be prosecuted by the Corporation Counsel in City Court for 

the penalties and fines. The costs of abatement and administrative costs shall be assessed against 

the property as a tax lien. 

 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 

Bold and underline indicates addition. 

Strikethrough indicates deletions 

 
O-14-15 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by Councilmember 

Hermann to receive and print. 

 

ORDINANCE AMENDING §§13-126 OF THE 

MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

CONCERNING VARIOUS PARKING REGULATIONS 

 

(O-14-13) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH 

 

http://www.ecode360.com/print/27013922#27013922
http://www.ecode360.com/print/27013057#27013057
http://www.ecode360.com/print/27013922#27013922
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BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie as follows:  

 

SECTION 1:  Section 13-126 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances entitled 

“Residential parking permit areas” is hereby amended by the addition of the following to the 

portion thereof labeled “District 2:  Mount Carmel District”:  

 

Street   Side Description  Parking Time Regulations  

      Regulations    

 

Lafayette Place North From a point  Permit  9:00 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

    29 feet east of  parking Monday through  

    Vassar Street  only subject Friday 

    to a point 161 feet to § 13-197.4   

    easterly therefrom 

 

 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  

 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMANN 

 

Underlining  denotes ADDITION. 

 

 
O-14-13 

 Accepted 
 Acceptedas Amended 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter     

Councilmember Hermann Voter    

Councilmember Perry  Voter    

Councilmember Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Petsas Voter    

Councilmember Rich  Voter    

Councilmember Mallory Voter    

     
 

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE SIEGRIST-COYLE, six month 

financial report.  
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2. FROM DANIEL DORN, a notice of claim from June 6, 2014. Referred to 

Corporation Counsel. 
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3. FROM SHAM ROCK ASSOCIATION, a notice of intent to renew their Liquor 

License.  Referred to Corporation Counsel.  

 

4. FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, 1ST Quarter Quarterly Report (January-March 

2014). 
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
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Councilmember McClinton – wants to discuss the condition of property on Rose Street.  

She states that she spoke with Corporation Counsel Paul Ackerman regarding the Resolution 

written that if they are not in compliance, then their property will be seized.  She wants to 

know how long the process will take once the property owner is brought into court.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that it should take approximately 30 – 45 days. 

 

Councilmember McClinton – asks if they will be charged with the removal of garbage from 

their property? 

 

Councilmember Hermann – thanks DPW Commissioner Chris Gent for taking care of the 

issue on South Grand Avenue. 

 

Councilmember Klein – would like more information regarding the property on 204 Church 

Street.  He states that he received a communication about it, but would like to know the 

status of any further developments. He is told by Corporation Counsel Ackerman that things 

are stalled at this point. 

 

 

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Councilmember Petsas –wants to know how many houses are on that register of vacant 

properties? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that there are roughly 300. He explains that the 

list identifies potential vacant properties.  He states that the list is constantly changing and 

that every effort to maintain an updated list is taken, however, to some degree, they rely on 

the public to provide them with information. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – requests to have each Councilmember receive a list of 

vacant/abandoned properties that are located in their respective Wards. He also asks if there 

is any way to let Councilmembers know when a property in their ward is added to the 

register. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that the easiest way to do it would be to 

provide the Council with quarterly updated lists. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – continues by asking Corporation Counsel Ackerman to briefly 

explain how City contracts get awarded.  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds by stating that there are different ways the 

various City contracts 
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Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds “not necessarily” that it can be for a longer 

period of time.  He states that it all depends upon the circumstances – how it was RFP’d and 

the original contract. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – asks “who votes for that?” 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – answers that they all go before the Board of Contract 

Suppliers unless there are exemptions for some professional services. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – then asks “who is on the Board of Contract Suppliers?” 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – answers that it is a City agency made up of finance and 

others that set and review contracts and issue the awards. 

 

Chairman Mallory – asks if they are department heads from the various departments within 

the City? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – answers “yes” 

 

Councilmember Petsas – confirms that he can get a list of those on the board. He then asks 

if every time a contract comes up, it depends upon the Board of Contract Suppliers who 

decides if it’s a 3 year contract. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – responds that there are several factors that can determine 

the length of a contract. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – continues by asking for the status of the repair to the bridge at 

Dongan that was hit by a car? 

 

Commissioner of DPW Chris Gent – the City has a proposal from Clark Patterson Lee – 

consulting engineers – to take a look at that area.  He states that there is a need to redesign 

the bridge and that it is an engineering issue regarding the structural girders underneath the 

sidewalk.  The bridge will need to be shut down and the girders replaced.  He states that the 

City will do as much as they can in house and everything else will be sent out to bid. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – Asks for a time frame that the bridge will be under repair. In the 

Spring of next year.  

 

Commissioner of DPW Chris Gent – confirms that it probably will be a year long process. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – continues on with New Business by stating that the skate park 

down at Waryas Park is becoming an issue.  He states that nobody is watching it and people 

are going in it all hours of the night because the gate is not locked.  He states that kids are 

skateboarding at 11pm at night and it is disrupting the neighborhood.   
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Corporation Counsel Ackerman – states that the City parks are closed at that time and 

nobody should be in there. 

 

Councilmember Petsas – states that he gate is wide open and there’s no enforcement of the 

park. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – reiterates that the City parks are closed at that time of 

night and it should be enforced. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi – explains that when the skate park opened up, it was categorized 

as a “manned” park.  This meant that anytime the park was “unmanned”, the City would then 

be liable for any injuries.  So, like other municipalities, the gates were just left open. He 

agrees that at certain times of the day – like at night – the City can close the gate and lock it.   

 

Councilmember Hermann – continues with Councilmember Petsas’ discussion about the 

list of abandoned properties.  He states that he received a list that had close to 650 properties 

on it. He questions if that is correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – explains that the list was of potential vacant or 

abandoned properties, not actual. 

 

Councilmember Hermann – asks for an explanation of the registering process. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – he explains that the building department declares a 

property vacant and abandoned based upon criteria set forth by the Council.  The property 

owner gets notified of the classification and they have 30 days to come and register the 

property.  If they don’t, the property will be declared vacant, abandoned and unregistered 

making it subject to other penalties and fines. 

 

Councilmember Hermann – states that the 650 properties on the list are possible vacant 

properties as judged by whom - PACE? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman –explains that community surveys, actual water usage and 

public complaints to the Fire and Police departments help to determine whether a property is 

considered potentially abandoned or vacant.  Once it is verified that the property is vacant or 

abandoned, the owners have 30 days to respond. 

 

Councilmember Hermann – asks if the City works from foreclosure proceedings.  Also 

asks if the City receives notices from banks about pending foreclosures. Asks if the banks are 

required to notify the City?  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman- responds to Councilman Hermann by stating that the 

foreclosing banks are under no obligation to notify local municipalities.  They are required to 

notify the State and then the State notifies the municipality. 
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Councilmember Lee Klein – states that he has one brief comment: “the foreclosure process 

in NY State is a long, drawn out affair.  So, one of the difficulties with foreclosed properties 

is that the plaintiff bank in foreclosure is drawn into a mediation process with the homeowner 

– the mortgagor – primarily for a determination whether there can be a way to modify the 

loan so that the mortgage process may be resumed and may be repaired from being fractured.  

The process now has been extended and lengthened as a result of these and mediation.  

That’s one of the issues”. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackerman – states that he agrees that there are a whole host of 

reasons why lenders choose not to foreclose and none of them are good for the municipality.  

The first process of foreclosure is filing a lis pendens in court. He continues by stating that 

the City can get a list of lis pendens’ but that does not provide any information. 

 

Councilmember Joe Rich – states that it seems like the topic of vacant and abandoned 

properties are a never ending issue in the City.  He states that the problem in identifying them 

is that, although the City can get an idea from utility usage if the property is vacant or 

abandoned, the only way to be sure is by knocking on doors.  He continues by stating that the 

City has a list of potentially vacant or abandoned buildings, but not an accurate count which 

can only result from going door to door within the 8 wards. 

 

Chairman Mallory – asks for the status of a request he made to the Commissioner of DPW 

Chris Gent for a list of 411 properties in the various wards that were not utilizing City 

services.   

 

Commissioner of DPW Gent – responds that he has been waiting for a list from the 

assessor.  He states that once he has that, he’ll divvy it up by wards and send them out.  He 

estimates about a week. 

                         

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Petsas and seconded by Councilmember McClinton   

to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

 

Dated: January 23, 2015 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain 
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COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

Common Council Chambers 

Tuesday, September 2, 2014 

6:30 p.m. 

5:45 p.m. Public Hearing regarding proposed amendments to  

Section 14-65 entitled “Extended Hour Convenience Stores” 

 

I.      ROLL CALL:  
 

 

III. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

Common Council Meeting of May 19, 2014 

 

 

IV. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  
 

 

 

V. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

 

 

 

VI. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

VIII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 
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1. FROM SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR HESSE, Resolution 

R14-63, approving the reallocation of 2013 CDBG funds.  

 

  

 

IX. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 

 

3. FROM ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL GILDARD, 

Ordinance O-14-15, amending Section 9-34 of the City Code entitled 

“Effect of non-compliance with any section under this chapter”.  

 

X. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

5. FROM COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE SIEGRIST-COYLE, six 

month financial report.  

 

6. FROM DANIEL DORN, a notice of claim from June 6, 2014.  

 

7. FROM SHAM ROCK ASSOCIATION, a notice of intent to renew their 

Liquor License.  

 

XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIV. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XV. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 

 

 


