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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES 

Tuesday, September 6, 2016 6:30 p.m.    City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Presentation by IDA Chair, Paul Calogerakis regarding the proposed 

Uniformed Tax Exemption Policy 
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     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

       ROLL CALL- All Present  
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II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   

 

None 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on 

the printed agenda.  

ADD 

 

VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

2. FROM MAYOR ROLISON, Resolution R16-79, approving the appointment  

     Deborah McDonnell as City Administrator.  

 

3. FROM MAYOR ROLISON, Resolution R16-80, amending the salary for the City 

Administrator.  

 

 

 

IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of 

public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
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V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Rolison wanted to thank the six councilmembers who attended and participated 

in the live Skype sessions that were held with the City Administrator candidate, Deborah 

McDonnell, last week. Also wanted to say how honored he is, today to attend the City of 

Poughkeepsie School Comication at the Bardavon. School starts Thursday morning, and 

wanted to publically reaffirm his commitment as the Mayor, and behalf of the City 

Council for the cities cooperation with the City of Poughkeepsie School District. 

Tomorrow a meeting will be held with Department of Public Works Commissioner, 

Chris Gent and the City Administrator. They have identified the key walking areas for 

the students, to make sure the areas are not only clean, but will be safe for the passage of 

the students to and from school on a daily basis. Like to encourage Councilmembers 

who have specific areas that need attention, in your wards, that you think are some of the 

key walking areas. Also wanted to thank Councilmember Natasha Cherry who has been 

working with the Assistant Superintendent Tracy Farrell from the school district with his 

office on some grant opportunities. He also looks forward to utilizing the experience of 

the new City Administrator candidate, if confirmed, who has extensive grant writing 

experience that has been spoken about tonight, as far as grants are concerned.  Mrs. 

McDonnell has attended one of the most comprehensive grant writing schools given in 

the country. Also, as far as the City Finance Commissioner is concerned, he has not 

started yet, he was here for our first budget session of eight hours the other day. And 

wanted to thank Councilman Mike Young, who was also present for that meeting.  

 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Petsas wanted to say that he was, and will continue to be vocally opposed to 

the idea of merging our city bus system with the county. He stated that he has heard no 

good of the Loop Bus System, and how it is run, and has only heard negative things, 

with their prison buses that used to run up and down our streets. He stated that he 

represents many of you who are in the audience this evening, from InteFaith, Admiral 

Halsey to Charles Street to Rip Van Winkle to Delafield Street Housing, the housing 

projects, and all of the streets in between. Again, he was opposed to this idea when he 

was first elected to the council, and remains committed to his opposition of this idea. As 

the individual said, we should not be balancing our budget on the backs of the most 

vulnerable people who need public bussing. Instead of talks about merging with the 

county, and having the county take over our bus service, we should be talking about how 

was can improve our bus service for the residents of this city. He stated that he hasn’t 

taken a bus since he was in High School, but that he would not take the bus today, there 

are no lights in our shelters after 5:00 on a fall day. Who wants to sit in a shelter at 6:00 

p.m. with no lights on? No monthly passes are offered to our residents, which we should 

be encouraging, so that we can get money up front, and quickly into our system. There 

is, as one speaker said, no signage. If you’re new to his neighborhood, and walk down to 

the Delafield Street bus stop, you will have no idea where the bus is going, what time 

the bus is coming here. We don’t even have a simple sign to tell people, at what time the 

bus is coming, and a map that says where you can take a bus to. Instead of talking about 

merging, and uninvesting into our bus system, believes that we should reinvest into our 

bus system.  
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VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember 

Johnson to receive and print. 

 

FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, Resolution R16-73, approving 

an Inter-Municipal Agreement with Dutchess County regarding the review of certain 

projects under General Municipal Law 239-M.  

 
R16-73 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

2.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-16-79) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY 



 Official Minutes of the Council Meeting of Tuesday, September 6, 2016  

40 

 

 
WHEREAS, the office of city administrator is appointed by the mayor pursuant to the 
City Charter §3.02(a); and  
 
WHEREAS, the appointment of a city administrator by the Mayor is subject to 
confirmation by the Common Council; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor has determined to appoint Deborah McDonnell to the office of 
city administrator and has submitted such appointment to the Council for confirmation; 
and 
  
WHEREAS, the Common Council finds that it is in the best interest of the City of 
Poughkeepsie for the Mayor’s appointment to be confirmed; and 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor’s appointment of Deborah McDonnell to the office of 
city administrator be, and the same hereby is confirmed. 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON 
 

 
R16-79 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
 

 

 

3.  A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and seconded by Councilmember  

     Johnson to receive and print. 

 

FROM MAYOR ROLISON, Resolution R16-80, amending the salary for the City 

Administrator. 

 
R16-80 

 Accepted 
 Defeated 
 Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain  Absent 

Councilmember Young Voter    

Councilmember Perry   Voter    

Councilmember McNamara Voter    

Councilmember Klein Voter    

Councilmember  Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Cherry Voter    

Councilmember L. Johnson Voter    

Councilmember Petsas Voter    
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VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

 

IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

 

1. FROM COUNCILMEMBER LORRAINE JOHNSON, a communication 

regarding the proposed sale of a portion the Smith Street parking lot. Removed 

 

2. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR KNAPP, a communication amending § 13-

177 of the Code of Ordinance entitled “Motor Vehicle and Traffic” provide a no 

left turn from Smith Street to North Clinton Street.  
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3. FROM CHAIRMAN PETSAS AND COUNCILMEMBER CHERRY, a 

communication regarding a proposed Resolution requesting Mayor Rolison and 

County Executive Molinaro renegotiate the County’s sales tax formula.  
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4. FROM CITY ADMINISTRATOR KNAPP, a communication regarding a 

DEC order relevant to the City’s compost pile at College Hill Park.  
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5. FROM DENISE CALLAGHAN, a notice of personal injury sustained on July 

6, 2016. Referred to Corporation Counsel 

 

X. OLD BUSINESS:  

 

XI. NEW BUSINESS:  

 

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Cherry and Councilmember Johnson to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:48 p.m. 

 

Dated: September 27, 2016 
 

I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

held on Tuesday, September 6, 2016, 2016 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deanne L. Flynn 

City Chamberlain
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