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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 

 
Tuesday, September 7, 2010 6:30 pm     City Hall                     
________________________________________________________________________ 

Presentation by Middle Main 
 
 
     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
         ROLL CALL 
All Present 
 
  
 
  

II. REVIEW OF MINUTES:   
 

 
 

III. READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 
listed on the printed agenda.  

 
 
IV. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 
     

Darol James- 96 Hooker Avenue- stated before the Council that the city has 
inadequate signage for speeding on Hooker Avenue. He stated that there has 
been 6 serious accidents in the past 10 years. He stated that since Raymond 
Avenue has narrowed people are using Hooker Avenue and speeding. 
He stated that there are 2 signs by Vassar College, 1sign blocked by a tree, 1 
above a handicap sign (high up), and 1 by Seven Eleven which is old and 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of September 7, 2010 

 2 

peeling. He recommends that the city add more signs on Hooker Avenue that 
state 30 mph and also a “slow down” sign.    
 
Ken Stickle- 118 Catherine Street- stated that last night there was a lot of 
police activity on Conklin Street, and also on Pershing Avenue individuals 
were shooting out of a car. He noticed that these activities/incidents were not 
in the Poughkeepsie Journal the following day.  
He stated that he noticed a knife by Beulah Baptist Church and called the 
police. He stated that Poughkeepsie city residents do not know what is going 
on. The streets are extremely dark, crime rate has increased, and the city needs 
to clean up the crime.  
A new restaurant on Main Street with Valet parking; he hopes that the owner 
can make a go of it. The crime rate of the city of Poughkeepsie is the same as 
Newburgh. 
The garbage is being picked up on Saturday’s and Sunday’s; something needs 
to be done about that. 
The lighting on the north side is poor and people are very afraid. He stated 
that there are residents that will not come outside once it becomes dark. He 
strongly believes that something is wrong with that; and something needs to 
be done. 
 
Philip Anspach- 274 Hooker Avenue- He stated that there is a 
communication problem pertaining to the meetings. The agenda was not 
posted on the website and the minutes are behind. He stated that the agenda is 
needed so that people can research into what’s on the agenda. 
 
Gus Kazolias-47 Noxon Street- the government needs to take profit out of 
drugs; there is a war on drugs. The city needs a good bus district. He stated on 
Cannon Street there are cast iron crates. He does not agree with Morse School 
becoming a Hispanic institute, but it should be a music/arts institute. The 
state/government is broke there is no money. He wanted to take the time and 
thank the Common Council, City Mayor and City Administration. 
 
Jeremy Doxsee-21 Rosalind Road- stated that he is in support of Middle 
Main Revitalization, which is a great organization. He stated it started about 
15 months ago with no space to work in, and about a handful of volunteers. 
He said that the volunteers had a positive attitude working with the groups. He 
stated that he enjoyed doing a lot of positive things. He stated that the 
Mayor’s office has been dedicated; the Common Council and city 
administration is in support of Middle Main. 
 

 
 

V. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 
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Mayor Tkazyik took the time to thank the Common Council and the City of 
Poughkeepsie School District. He stated before the Council that he hopes for a 
great school year. He stated that Councilmember Flowers and Councilmember 
Coates are liaisons with the City school district. He wanted to thank Dr. 
Wilson for answering the call to stagger dismissal. The Middle school and 
High school will be 15 minutes which will assist with safe passage home.  
The community police juvenile division will help.  
 
He stated that this past weekend John Flowers and the churches, different 
denominations of the city of Poughkeepsie. He stated that there were games, 
music, and food. Private events to not get employees; they pay for overtime 
for those employees. He stated that applicants pay for time and equipment; 
unless the event is sponsored by the city. He wanted to thank the Common 
Council for updating the ordinance in regards to the city events. 
 
He stated that this weekend is the Italian Center Festival; he hopes to see 
everyone there.  
He stated that he is preparing for the 2011 budget (department heads) it has 
been a tough year. The federal government, state, and county has many issues; 
revenue is sinking. It is challenging times the city needs to tighten our belts. 
The 2011 proposed budget Friday October 15, 2010 more details will follow.  
 

VI. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Chairman Klein stated that he joined the mayor attending the convocation 
with the city school district; the mayor addressed the faculty. There is strong 
commitment to the city school district. He stated that he enjoyed the event at 
Earline Patrice Park; he stated to Mr. Flowers it was a wonderful event. 

 
VII. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS: 

 
 

VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS: 
 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Herman and seconded by 
Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  
 
Assistant Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council of the 
ordinance before them amending Chapter 7 of the City Code amending the 
employee management plan. 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER SEVEN OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE  
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(O-10-24) 
 
 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMAN: 
 
 
SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED, by the Common Council of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, an ordinance amending Section Chapter Seven of the Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Poughkeepsie adding new Article VII entitled Management and 
Confidential Status Employees – Compensation Package. 
 

 
 

New Article VII of Chapter 7 Officers & Employees 
Management and Confidential Status 

    Employees – Compensation Package 
 

Section 7-100 Management and Confidential Status – Compensation 
Package 

 
 
(a) This article shall apply to each full time, permanent employee of 

the City of Poughkeepsie whose title is not represented by one of 
the recognized and certified employee unions of the City of 
Poughkeepsie, except department heads are not subject to this 
article except as expressly provided in §7-100(f) of this chapter. 

 
            (b) The purpose of this article is to create a mechanism to permit the 

City’s administration to set a compensation and benefit program 
for management and confidential status employees that can be 
adjusted periodically as collective bargaining agreements for other 
bargaining units of the City are negotiated over time.  It is the 
policy of the City of Poughkeepsie that compensation and benefits 
of middle management employees and confidential status 
employees should not be permitted to fall out of balance with 
contracts negotiated by other bargaining units of the City. 

 
(c)  City Administrator and Commissioner of Finance shall review the              

compensation and benefits package for management and 
confidential employees when the CSEA bargaining unit and 
common council approve a new collective bargaining agreement 
for the CSEA bargaining unit, and shall make recommendation to 
the Mayor to amend the compensation and benefits of 
management and confidential employees. 
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(d)  From time to time the Mayor may increase, reduce or otherwise 
modify          
       such compensation and benefits by executive order after 
presenting such    
       modifications to the common council for approval of the funding 
of such  
       amendments when appropriation of funds is necessary. 

 
 (e)  The specific subjects that management shall provide for 

employees may    
include the following: 

 
i. Longevity schedule 
ii. Vacation leave and accumulation 
iii. Compensatory time 
iv. Health insurance 
v. Medical leave accumulation 
vi. Education incentive 
vii. Education reimbursement 

 
 (f)  Compensation for Department Heads may be amended from time 

to time   
           by executive order of the Mayor, subject to appropriation by the  

      common council of necessary funding. 
 
 (g) Upon the approval by the common council of any collective 

bargaining  
        agreement that contains any reductions of wages or benefits, the      

      Mayor may make reductions or other adjustments, permanent or  
      temporary, of the kind accepted by such other approved collective  
      bargaining agreements without approval by the common council. 

 
 
 
SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.  
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE: 
 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coates to call the question and was 
seconded by Councilmember Herman. Vote 5/3 
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 Vote Record – 0-10-24 

X Accepted 

 Accepted as Amended 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Johnson Voter  X   
Councilmember Solomon Voter  X   
Councilmember Flowers Voter X    
Councilmember Coates Voter X    
Councilmember Mallory Voter  X   
Councilmember Parise Voter X    
Councilmember Herman Voter X    
Councilmember Klein Voter X    
      

 

 
2. A motion was made by Councilmember Herman and seconded by 

Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  
 
Assistant Corporation Counsel Ackermann informed the Council of the 
ordinance before them an amendment to Chapter 13 of the City code changing 
parking regulations for Cottage Street.  If adopted this will provide parking on the 
north side if Cottage Street for six days and no parking on Tuesdays. Parking will 
be permitted on the south side of Cottage Street on Tuesday. 
 
  
 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13, §§13-195, 13-181.4, 13-189.9 OF THE 
MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

(O-10-25) 
 
 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER HERMAN: 
 
SECTION 1.  Section 13-195 of the Motor Vehicles and Traffic Ordinance 
entitled “No parking twenty-three hours on alternate sides of street, starting at 9:00 a.m” 
is amended by certain additions and deletions to read as follows:  
 
Section 13-195  No parking twenty-three hours on alternate sides of street, starting 
at 9:00 a.m 
 
(a) When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, there shall be no 
parking for 23 hours on Monday, Wednesday and Friday on the side of the street so 
designated and on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday on the side of the street so 
designated, starting at 9:00 a.m., on the following streets or parts of streets: 
 
Cottage Street from Catherine Street to [Smith Street] North Clinton Street. 
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SECTION 2. Section 13-181.4 of the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance entitled 
“Parking prohibited at all times, except Tuesday for a twenty-three-hour period starting at 
9:00 a.m.” is amended by the following addition: 
 
Section 13-181.4  Parking prohibited at all times, except Tuesdays for a twenty-
three-hour period starting at 9:00 a.m

  

When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking on the following
streets or parts of streets shall be prohibited at all times, except Tuesdays for a twenty-
three-hour period starting at 9:00 a.m.: 
 
Cottage Street, south side, from North Clinton Street to Smith Street.  
 
 
SECTION 3. Section 13-189.9 of the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance entitled “No 
parking twenty-three hours starting at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesdays” is amended by the 
following addition: 
 
When appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected, parking on the following streets 
or parts of streets shall be prohibited for a twenty-three-hour period starting at 9:00 a.m. 
on Tuesdays: 
 
Cottage Street, north side, from North Clinton Street to Smith Street 
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  
 
 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PARISE:  
 
 
 
 
 
Underline and bold denotes ADDITION  
Brackets and strikethrough denote [DELETION] 
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 Vote Record –O- 10- 25 

X Accepted 

 Accepted as Amended 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Johnson Voter X    
Councilmember Solomon Voter X    
Councilmember Flowers Voter X    
Councilmember Coates Voter X    
Councilmember Mallory Voter X    
Councilmember Parise Voter X    
Councilmember Herman Voter X    
Councilmember Klein Voter X    
      

 

 
3. A motion was made by Councilmember Herman and seconded by 

Councilmember Parise to receive and print.  
 

Development Director Wojtowicz informed the Council of the ordinance 
before them rezoning 2 parcels on Reade Place 6061-44-929735 and 6061-44-
919738.  
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 Vote Record – O- 10-27 

X Accepted 

 Accepted as Amended 

 Tabled 
 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 
Councilmember Johnson Voter X    
Councilme ber Solomon Voter X    
Councilmember Flowers Voter X    
Councilmember Coates Voter X    
Councilmember Mallory Voter X    
Councilmember Parise Voter X    
Councilmember Herman Voter X    
Councilmember Klein Voter X    
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IX. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 

 
Commissioner of Finance Bunyi had a communication regarding the July 2010 
financials. He stated that if any council members had any specific questions to email 
him. He will then respond in writing or in person. He stated that it has always worked 
better when the Council reviewed the financials and then email concerns. He stated 
that through July the surplus was $262,000 and the fund balance of $263,000.  
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X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

Councilmember Johnson- Stated that school will re-open again on September 
13, 2010. She stated that there is litter that needs to be cleaned up on Forbus 
Street; she noticed that the trash can have disappeared. 
 
Councilmember Flowers- she wanted to take the time to clarify something that 
was brought up during public participation. She stated that her father gets 
sponsors for all of his events.   
She wanted to commend the city police department responded to an incident on 
Mansion Street. She stated that no one was hurt and that the police were very 
accommodating. She would like to she the Council Members be informed more 
often when incidents happen in their ward. 
 
Councilmember Mallory- stated that he received a draft of the taxi ordinance. 
He stated that the information was gathered with Councilmember Herman, a great 
cab company, the city of Newburgh, and the city of Beacon and input from other 
business owners.  
He inquired about the new historic preservation ordinance. He also wanted to 
know if the positions for alternates have been filled. 
 
Councilmember Johnson- wanted to thank Mr. Stickle and City Administrator 
Long. 

 
 

 
XI. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Councilmember Mallory- wanted to request a list for presentations by the boards 
and committees of the city of Poughkeepsie; some terms will expire soon plan ahead 
to start interviewing. 
 
Councilmember Herman- asked who will be at the Special Informational Meeting. 
 
Mayor Tkazyik- stated a Reminder that September 13, 2010 the ground breaking of 
Hoffman Street. 
 
Councilmember Flowers- stated that the 100 Teens Event will take place on 
September 11, 2010 at Pershing Avenue from 12pm to 5pm all are welcome! There 
will also be a Memorial Service at the Exempt Fireman’s on September 11, 2010. 
 
Chairman Klein- stated that this coming Saturday there will be a Big Brother Big 
Sister Event at Casperkill from 6pm to 9pm he encourages all to attend! Also the 
Shofar Over the Hudson will be this Sunday 12pm to 12:30 pm spiritual re-
awakening very meaningful all are welcome!  
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XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 
A motion was made by Chairman Klein and seconded by Councilmember Herman moved 
to adjourn meeting at 8:00 pm. 
 
Dated:  January 13, 2011 
 
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council 
Meeting held on Tuesday, September 7, 2010 at 8:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Arlet C. Kondon 
Deputy City Chamberlain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


