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THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE 

NEW YORK 
 

COMMON COUNCIL  MEETING  

M INUTES 

Monday, March 3, 2014  6:30 p.m.    City Hall                      
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     I.    PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  

 

         ROLL  CALL  

 

All Present 

 

II.  REVIEW OF MINUTES:    

 

Councilmember Petsas made an amendment to page 33, replacing 

Councilmember Solomonôs name with Councilmember Rich.  

 
 CCM 1-6-14 

X Accepted 
Ã Acceptedas Amended 
Ã Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Hermann Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Perry  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Johnson Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Klein Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember  Petsas Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Rich  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Mallory Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

      
 

 

III.  READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not 

listed on the printed agenda.  

 

 

REMOVE  

 

VII.  MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

1. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, R14-19, 

authorizing a utility easement with Central Hudson on Zachôs Way.  
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2. FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, R14-20, 

SEQRA and Sale Resolution R14-21, for the sale of a parcel property at 

the corner of Clinton Square and Maple Street.  

 

ADD 

 

IX.   PRESENTATIONS OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

    7.  FROM MAYOR TKAZYIK, the March 1
st
 financial report.  

 

 

 

IV.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 

minutes of public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items. 

 

Terry Clayton ï CSEA President ï 13 Plaza Road, Wappingers Falls ï I just want to 

start off by saying Iôm very concerned with the looming layoffs  if we donôt get a deal 

done with the parking meters.  I just want to give everyone an idea of what it would look 

like if 25 people were laid off, so take a look [motions to the members of the audience].  

So, my point is this ï if you lay off 25 people weôre going to be down to not a lot, 

whether itôs DPW, crossing guards, police, fire, civilian policeéwhat weôre looking at is 

a depleted workforce and stuff not getting done on the streets, which, my feeling is, the 

most important.  I was told that non-essential personnel would be laid offéyou know, 

non-essential to the citizens of the City.  To me, everybodyôs essential; everybody in this 

room, everybody up here.  I think if we all work together, put our differences aside and 

put our heads together, we can make this work.  So, thank you. 

 

Ken Stickle ï 118 Catharine Street ï Iôve been a proud resident of the City of 

Poughkeepsie for 57 years; born and raised here.  Unessential employees ï I donôt think 

we got any room for that.  I understand the parking meter vote will be coming back out.  

My suggestion is, instead of going out and buying all these pay stations, buy individual 

meters.  They take credit cards, they take debit cardséright on down the line.  Go up and 

down Main Street where you got the white lines.  I understand we have between 250-300 

parking spaces from Hamilton down to the Waterfront.  If you look at those parking 

spaces, because nobodyôs controlling how people park on Main Street, I bet half of those 

parking spaces are not being utilized.  So, individual parking meters make more sense.  

You have elderly people getting out of their car to go to Motor Vehicles and theyôre 

looking for these pay stationséyou got somebody confused ï they canôt find them.  We 

canôt afford to lay any of these guys off.  Take a look at Main Street ï it looks like Beirut 

againénot only potholeséthe garbage, so on and so forth.  We donôt have the manpower 

as it is, to keep the city clean, and we want to bring more business in here?  Give them 

parking meters, but do it fairly.  Do them from the library over to Mansion Street in front 

of the Post Office.  Let the parking meters be paid for first, individuallyéthen start on 

Main Street (lower and upper).  Leave the middle section alone until you build the up in 

there.  Itôs gotta be done fairly.  The City passed the budget for $1.3 million for parking, 

which everybody in their right mind knew that 400 parking meters would not bring in 
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$1.3 million.  You cannot threaten the City with 25 layoffs and then say, ñOh, weôre 

gonna look to hire 2 temps.ò  Thatôs all I got to say.  

 

Marta Knapp ï 10 South Clinton Street ï That ñthree-headed monsterò that is bringing 

us new smart meter water meters was less than up-front with members of this Common 

Council on Thursday, February 20.  Wendel, the performance contractor and manager of 

the project and creator of the billing software was one head.  Census Netflix, the device 

maker and owner of the frequency was another and the In-Line Service, the installer of 

the devices of New Jersey was the third.  Important questions some of you asked were 

not answered honestly or at all.  1. When asked what ñundesirable operationò means, no 

one answered you guys.  No one gave an answer at all.  2. When asked if the frequency 

being used could be violated or shared, the Netflix Census guy lied to you saying they 

exclusively own an old pager frequency they bought.  Well, FCC Rule #15 says that 

frequency must accept other signals.  3.  I recently learned that Census Netflix meters are 

notorious for having meters overheat and catch fire.  4.  The representatives lied to you 

about the frequency signal only being sent four times per day, the low pulse microwaves 

are constantly pulsing every 6 seconds.  5.  When one of you asked if these are smart 

meters, you couldnôt get a straight answer.  But, the In-Line service rep. said that they 

never called it the smart meter in any of the mailings to the public.  Thatôs not an answer.  

6.  Why is the location of the base tower that has the receiver on it Top Secret?  What is 

the security issue involved?  I believe the newest receivers for these WiFi meters went up 

on the cell phone tower next to Time Warner on Reservoir Square, and I believe I can 

feel the intensified signals or radio-frequency radiation coming from that tower even 

stronger since these new receivers went up in December.  The meter that measures 

microwaves per square inch read higher than the meter could go when we stood near that 

tower and it was over 2,500 microwaves per square inch.  This is extremely hazardous to 

human health and is exposing my whole neighborhood.  All the WiFi devices and smart 

meters raise the levels as they ñcommunicateò with each other, increasing the load.  

7.  When asked, In-Line Services admitted that none of their technicians are licensed 

plumbers or licensed electricians; something you are requiring citizens to have if they 

resist this mandatory installment and elect to do it on their own.  When asked about the 

shelf life of these devices, instead of answering honestly that the battery-operated device 

only lasts 10 years, they told you it has an accuracy guarantee of 20 years.  Who pays for 

the new meters in 10 years?  In 20 years?  And, what does a ñhandful of problemsò mean 

regarding installation ï 10, 20, 30, 40?  When City workers have to dig up the road, 

sidewalk, front yardéwhateveréwhat does that cost in overruns?  Iôm again asking the 

Common Council to have a public hearing, where the public can dialogue with you guys 

about smart meters, with the ñthree-headed monster,ò where we can bring people in who 

actually have studied this at length.  And, Iôm asking for that public hearing and asking 

you guys to take back your power investigating the smart grid.  I have a copy of that film.  

Thank you very much.          

 

Frank Clark ï 50 Rinaldi Blvd. ï Once again, I believe parking meters should be 

installed in the City.  However, Iôm still in favor of single meters instead of those very 

expensive and unreliable pay stations.  I was outraged when City Administrator Bunyi 

stated at the previous meeting, that a local bank wouldnôt be interested in letting the City 
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borrow less than $600,000 because it wouldnôt be worth their while.  Therefore, forcing 

taxpayers to spend thousands of dollars more on a parking system that wouldnôt bring in 

any more revenue than a less expensive system.  To prevent Mayor Tkazyik from going 

through with his threat to lay off 25 City workers, Iôm asking the Council to approve the 

resolution on parking meters.  However, the money should be put in escrow and for a 60 

or 90 day trial period, single meters should be installed on Main Street between Market 

Street and Academy Street.  And pay stations should be installed on Main Street from 

Academy Street to Hamilton Street to find out if thereôs any substantial difference in the 

revenue collected.  Then the Council should decide which system would be the better 

investment and again, the meters should be installed throughout the Mt. Carmel area 

district also.  I have a suggestion how residents could be notified about ñSnow 

Emergencies.ò  We all receive many of those glossy, political mailers at election time.  

Iôm guessing that because so many are sent out, the cost is affordable.  A glossy notice 

should be mailed out on October 1
st
 to all residents in the City.  It could say, ñPlease Post 

This Notice on Your Refrigerator.  If you park on a street listed below, you must remove 

your car during a Snow Emergency, or risk getting a hefty parking ticket and tow 

charges.ò  Another line could be, ñWe recommend you park on the streets and lots listed 

below.ò  The cost of this mailer could be shared by the City of Poughkeepsie, CSEA 

Union and the official radio station for storm warnings.  I recommend the radio station, 

92.1 which has a live radio announcer, Joe Daley, who begins broadcasting at 4:45 a.m.  

This Notice should also be put on the website starting on October 1, and also on the 

Community Channel 39 on FiOS.  Thank you.     

 

Darrett Roberts ï 148 Franklin Street ï I want to talk about the property taxes the 

people in this City are paying.  I went to a conference Saturday in Newburgh about the 

school systems here, and I found out that only 50% of homeowners are paying property 

tax, while the rest of the people are not payingéare getting a write-off.  Iôm thinking that 

50% that are paying, theyôre putting a burden on the other 50% here, and we have the 

other 50% paying their full share, we wouldnôt be talking about laying off 25 people.  We 

would actually be talking about hiring 25 new people and plus, getting them a raise.  

These people work to protect the City.  They work to help us.  Also, we need that revenue 

to pay for the school system, which is badly in need of that revenue.  Those people who 

are not paying their fair share of taxes are cheating the City and residents of what they 

deserve and I feel very strongly that we not lay off these workers ï these people who are 

union employees whoôve been doing a job for years and years of faithful service.  They 

should be given a medal for their outstanding heroism in the face of the snowstorm we 

had lately.  I am a proud ex-union member and Iôm proud to be a part of them.  Thank 

you very much. 

 

 

Harvey Flad ï 115 Academy Street ï I gave you a handout about snowstorms and 

possible strategies.  Read attached statement.   

 

Sean Harden ï 36 Glenwood Avenue ï Iôm going to quickly thank Mr. Hermann for 

getting back to me on the adjacent property next to mine that was up for auction, then 

having it removed for obvious reasons.  After watching the previous meeting and hearing 
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the meters get voted down, and heard numerous times, ñWe donôt have any sources of 

revenue.ò  Iôm gonna come up with one.  It includes meters.  Right now, Iôm a temporary 

employee for the City of Kingston, and what we doémy position is going out in the 

morning, collecting coin from parking meters and repairing them.  Now, what they do is 

charge $.50/hour for parking meters; and we use the single head meters.  There are 

around 500 meters in the City, and a lot of them are double head, so itôs probably 750 to 

800 or 900 metered spaces.  The reason the City put these meters in several years ago, 

was that they were having a problem, which is what we have with the Main Street 

businesses with cars parking on the street and sitting there for hours and hours and hours.  

In the afternoon, I write parking tickets and that results in a full-time ticket writer.  Itôs so 

much easier for us to go by, look at a meter, see if itôs green or redéif itôs red, write the 

ticket ($20 fine).  Another problem with it is collecting the actual fine.  What the City of 

Kingston does is, if you accumulate 3 parking tickets, they scofflaw your registration and 

eventually, they will get their money somehowéone way or another.  My suggestion is 

to do something like this.  I know it requires legislation from the Council, but try and 

bring in some type of parking meter.  The single head is a good one because if it does 

break down, itôs quite easy to fix them.  The money collected brings in thousands and 

thousands of dollars ï even at $.50/hour, but the parking fines are even more.  Between 

me and the other person, we can write several thousands of dollars in parking fines in one 

day.  It helps out the businesses by clearing the spaces in front of their business; it keeps 

things moving and the other idea for actual revenue, I would say increasing the fines.  If 

somebody wants to ask Corporation Counsel when it last happened, I donôt think parking 

fines have been increased for a number of years.  I think itôs ridiculous that a fire hydrant 

ticket is only $25 ï that should be on the same level as Handicap [Parking], like $100 or 

$200, but itôs only $25, yet, parking in a permit district is a $50 fineéso on and so forth.  

I would just say here, ñApprove the meters in some form, whether it be the pay stations 

(ideally, it should be the single stations), because we canôt afford to lose 25 people.ò  

There just has to be some situation worked out between the City Council and the 

Administration and hopefully, my suggestion helped you out and gave you some ideas.  

Thank you.     

 

Doug Nobiletti ï 145 Academy Street ï I like very much what I just heard tonight.  

There was some really good applied logic to the idea of what really makes a meter system 

work.  So I think maybe, youôre gonna vote to go ahead and do some form of metering, 

but you might want to leave open your options as to how best to implement it.  Read 

attached statement. 

 

Jere Tierney ï 60 Fountain Place ï I too, was a little skeptical about the $1.4 million 

ótil I had the opportunity to speak to Diane Steen today, and she informed me that the 

three test meters brought in approximately $5,000 in 3 months and I said, ñWow, $5,000 

in 3 months, okayé3 meters in 12 months ï thatôs $20,000.  Sixty meters in 12 months, 

thatôs $400,000.  Two hundred meters in 12 months ï thatôs $1.4 million.ò  Potentially, 

there is money to be made there and based on whatôs happening in the City of 

Poughkeepsie, when youôre looking at a $20 million upgrade to your water treatment 

plant, $2 to 3 million joint library initiative.  Another $6 million in revenue needed to fix 

the tank and another $3 million to keep the 25 people on the job over here (makes a 
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gesture to the people in the audience), I think parking meters is definitely the way to go.  

I would suggest all on-street parking be short-term, so that you ñflipò the space, because 

the purpose of parking meters (as Sean said), is to promote and manage parking spaces.  

Your parking lots should basically be long-term parking, kind of like an airport; you 

know?  Short-term and long-term.  And, you should test both.  You should test the kiosk 

and also test the single meters.  The difficulty in single meters, Iôm not sure how theyôre 

gonna be wired and how youôre gonna send out a signal to be able to use credit 

cardséwhether itôs gonna be solar-powered or hard-wired, but that is certainly a 

consideration.  The kiosk, I think everything is solar-powered and is probably a cell 

phone type of connection back to the bank.  So, thereôs something to be said for both of 

them.  I think you should test both of them.  I think you should put them 

everywhereéDowntown, Mt. Carmel, Hooker Avenue ï anywhere you can make money.  

And, I think itôs certainly within the realm of possibility, that you might surprise yourself 

and end up with more than $1.4 million.  Thank you.  Have a good day.   

 

Gus Kazolias ï 47 Noxon Street ï First and foremost, I gotta talk about the 

Poughkeepsie Journal.  This is ñYellow Journalism,ò about the attack on the Mayorôs 

father.  I knew his grandfather and all like that down in the family.  This is ñYellow 

Journalism,ò and as Rush Limbaugh says, ñStay with the issues, and stay off the 

periphery stuff.ò  I blame Penny over there ï he runs the Journal.  Try to get a letter to the 

editor; I know how he runs the thing and this is his story, OK?  I thought ñYellow 

Journalismò went out when Lou Fiore went out, but I guess itôs still alive and well.  

Everything thatôs been said about the meters, I agree with 100%.  We need the revenues.  

How are you going to resolve it is one thing.  The second thing is I noticed there was an 

editorial opinion of this ñSharwat.ò  Sheôs a (inaudibleé League of Women Voters?) 

about the Loop Buses.  She doesnôt even know what sheôs talking about.  People ought to 

know what theyôre talking about when theyôre talking about Loop Buses taking over the 

City buses and all like that.  Something else I want to talk about.  You know, it was 

interesting to read about this guy, ñLapore,ò not a bad looking guy either.  I didnôt realize 

he gave the Mayor $10,000 for his campaign ñthing,ò but he alsoéI hear he does about 

$200,000 of outsourcing work for the City of Poughkeepsie.  It could be high, but itôs up 

in that category.  I noticed in this article, it doesnôt say anything about how heôs doing 

work for the City of Poughkeepsie.  You see the 30 people moved out ï youôve been 

laying people off; how many people could you hire for $200,000?  A lot ï to do City 

work, cleaning it up (whatever it is), etc.  I hear these fire hydrants ï whoôs cleaning the 

fire hydrants?  Is it the City people or do you outsource that too?  Last time I hear that 

there were 500 fire hydrants that werenôt (inaudible).  Usually, you have people get out 

there to clean the fire hydrants.  Thatôs very criticaléa fire.  My son does mine, thank 

God he does because I fortunately, have a younger person to do it.  Other than thatélook 

ï tonight on the agenda, youôre gonna hire 2 part-timers.  You need the revenues, and I 

donôt think the Administration should use scare tactics as far as Iôm concerned.  In 1982, 

the Democrats were running it ï Lettieri and that group; I think Theyson was City 

Manager.  Today I spoke to an attorney who said, ñHow can you have a contract without 

an escalating clause that goes back for 30 years?ò  We had only ñgeniusesò running the 

City then.  Letôs not have too many ñgeniusesò running the City now.  Letôs get the 

meters going so we can get the revenues in, and we need it ï this is a way out.  By the 
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way, one of those electronic things when you cross the street was out of order.  What 

happens when itôs out of orderéyou donôt get any money?  Something to think about.  

 

Steven Planck ï 81 Carroll Street ï Forgive me if I get up and go home after this, but I 

have a newborn at home and Iôd much rather be there, with all due respect.  The handout 

that Iôm handing you is the first page of the same letter, same question that Iôve been 

asking for the last year.  Iôm hoping that at some point, you all get as upset as I am and 

become embarrassed as to why I never get an answer to this question.  Either Iôm being 

stonewalled, road-walled or itôs just incompetence.  I donôt know, but at some point we 

have to say, ñSon of a gun, whatôs going on with this guy?ò I know Mr. Rich and Mr. 

Klein has forwarded the questions over, and here it is, 15 months later and Iôm still 

asking the same damn question.  So, tell me where to go or tell me what it is, but just tell 

me something.  For Godôs sake, Iôm almost 40 years old, I can take a ñNo.ò  The second 

thing youôll receive in the packet (maybe you read it, maybe you havenôt) is the 

Comptrollerôs brief which speaks about how cities like ours generate revenue when we 

have so many taxes on properties and basically, what he talks about is User Fees.  So, my 

question to the Council (with all due respect to the people sitting behind me) is, ñWhy 

isnôt every free standing property in the City of Poughkeepsie paying the damn User 

Fee?ò  Why have some people been allowed to go beyond the purview of what the rest of 

us have to do?  If weôre all going to be hit with a fee, letôs all sit as a family at the same 

table and all pay the damn fee, not for some people to go off and get it at a cheaper price. 

Thatôs been my idea and Iôve been saying it for over a year, and here you go, itôs coming 

right from the Comptrollerôs Office as well.  As far as the parking meters go and the 

layoffs ï I agree.  Itôs a complete scare tactic and itôs an ugly shame that thatôs the  way 

politics work around here.  Iôm 100% against the parking meters.  I canôt justify going 

into ñAlexôsò and turning a $2.00 cup of coffee into a $5.00 visit because I got to pay for 

the parking meter.  I canôt justify it.  I think if we go back, because I caught the rerun of 

the Meeting of the Whole from last week, and listened to Rich DuPilka when asked what 

was the biggest problem with the snow removal.  Itôs the damn cars on the streets.  If you, 

as a Council work backwards from that single problem, you will solve so many of the 

Cityôs financial problems, because whatôll happen is when you start controlling the cars, 

(and I personally, would get rid of multiple side of the street parking) it would make 

street sweeping easier, garbage pickup easier, snow removal easier.  I would charge a $10 

annual fee for a permit and then $20 per month to be able to park on the street.  Weôre 

talking over a million dollars a year.  The second thing I would do is once you control the 

cars, then you can get those automated machines in here to pick up the garbage. I would 

have homeowners simply walk their garbage to the other side of the street that doesnôt 

have the cars parked on it, and now youôre able to get the automated machinery down 

there.  Control the cars, control the City and youôll find money laying everywhere.  

 

Chairman Mallory:   Thank you, Mr. Planck. 

 

Mr. Planck:   The last thing ï the parking meters was less than $4,000é 

 

Chairman Mallory:   Is there anyone else?  
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Mr. Planck:   It was $3,9---(inaudible) 

 

Chairman Mallory:  Mr. Planck.  Thank you very much.  Would anyone else that hasnôt 

signedépleaseé 

 

Bill Dykus ï 96 South Hamilton Street ï Iôm gonna be short and sweet.  Iôm all for the 

parking meters.  I get a lot from the Council and the former Council about districts.  But, 

hereôs their chance to prove it, okay?  We need these 25 people.  Donôt even think of 

laying them off.  Itôs time to take care of our own.  These people have been taking care of 

us for years, so donôt even think of that.  I donôt know where this Mayor got this from; 

threatening people too withéif they donôt get the parking meters, they donôt have jobs.  

Youôre gonna have to figure another way, whatever happens.  But, donôt lay off them 

people.  You just saw the room empty out?  25 people left the room?  Youôre gonna see a 

lot more people leaving the City of Poughkeepsie too.  No oneôs gonna live in a city 

where thereôs no services.  Thatôs all I have to say.     

 

 

V. MAYORôS COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Tkazyik  was not present. 

               

 

VI.  CHAIRMANôS COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Mallory :  Guess thereôs no Mayorôs comments.  Good evening.  Iôd like to 

thank Council members Petsas, Hermann and McClinton for the amendments to the 

resolution thatôs coming before us in regards to City Auctioned Property.  I anticipate this 

will be a standard in-house City auctions its properties for at least two years.  Also, 

before us today is a resolution to provide assistance to the City Sanitation Inspector, to 

hold property owners accountable to the maintenance, cleanliness and safety of their 

properties.  I truly hope they can work with a full slate of City employees that were 

budgeted for 2014.  Thank you. 

 

VII.  MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:  

 

1. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Petsas to receive and print. 

 

City Administrator Bunyi:  Good evening members of the Common Council, 

Chairman.  In front of you is a resolution basically, providing money for salaries for two 

temporary employees to work with the Sanitation Inspector.  This will be two 20 hour 

positions, reporting directly to the Sanitation Inspector who will be guiding them to 

provide all the abatement that is necessary to keep the City clean.     
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R-E-S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

(R-14- 22) 
 
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  
 
WHEREAS,  the City of Poughkeepsie is desirous of hiring two part-time, 
temporary laborers to assist with the abatement of sanitation violations including 
city sidewalks that have not been cleared of ice and snow; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to hire such employees, the 2014 budget must be amended 
to provide for the funding of these positions; and 
 
WHEREAS, approval of this resolution will not result in a funding increase to the 
2014 Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie, but it is necessary to amend the 2014 
Budget to reflect the additional positions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie has determined 
that this resolution constitutes a Type II action as defined by the New York State 
Environmental Quality review Act and 6 NYCRR Part 617; and 
 

Now, Therefore, 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Budget for the City of Poughkeepsie is 
hereby amended as follows: 
 

 Budget Line    Description         Amount    

From: 01.08.5110.7103 Salaries/CSEA      $18,000.00 

To: 01.08.5110.7106 Salaries/Temporary     $18,000.00 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commissioner of Finance be, and he 
hereby is authorized to make such technical adjustments and corrections she 
deems necessary to this resolution to carry out the intent of this Council. 
 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS 
 
 R14-22 

X Accepted 
Ã Acceptedas Amended 
Ã Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Hermann Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Perry  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Johnson Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Klein Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember  Petsas Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Rich  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Mallory Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

      
 

 

2.  FROM CORPORATION COUNSEL ACKERMANN, R14-11,   

     approving auctioning of excess city owned real property. 
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2. A motion was made by Councilmember Rich and seconded by 

Councilmember Petsas to receive and print. 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Thank you Mr. Chairman, members of the Council.  

Before you is a proposed resolution approving the City Clerk for conducting a property 

auction for excess city real property.  This was first proposed to the Council last month.  

Over the last couple of weeks, my office has been working with several Council members 

with regard to putting some stipulations on some of the properties.  The latest Schedule A 

was e-mailed to the Council members.  Most of the properties willéany of the properties 

that have single houses will require that the properties be secure within one week; that the 

property owner obtain a Building Permit in 3 months for the exterior work; complete that 

exterior work within 6 months and then close out the Building Permit within 2 years.  

The vacant properties will require that any violations that may exist at the time, that they 

take title to the property will be abated and there are a couple of other requirements.  One 

of them for instance, is 16 Rose Street.  That is a burned out building thatôd be cleared 

within 3 months.  After the Council approves this, weôll move forward with the auction 

company.  I did speak to them last week and they have said that if this is adopted tonight, 

we can move forward and continue having the auction on April 3.  The plan is to continue 

and have that as a scheduled date.   

 

Councilmember Johnson:  Thank you, Chairman.  Iôm glad to be working with some 

creative and independent thinkers who will keep working and fine-tuning these 

resolutions until theyôre ready without stipulations.  We wouldôve kept going to the cycle 

where the City wouldôve made a quick buck, but at the end of the day, they would have 

more abandoned properties.  And, I see myself as a representative of future generations in 

the City of Poughkeepsie, and I couldnôt support something that I think wouldôve been 

harmful to the City of Poughkeepsie in the long run.  So now Iôm glad that we have these 

stipulations and Iôm glad to support this resolution and to get some much needed revenue 

for the City of Poughkeepsie. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Ackermann, the stipulations 

that were addedéthese properties, if theyôre auctioned are subject to the City Building 

Code, correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Thatôs correct. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  So, whoever buys them has to implement immediately, 

whatever measures are required under the Building Code to make them code compliant, 

correct? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yes, correct.  They would have to be brought up 

into compliance.  The Building Code would require a Building Permit.  Well, first of all, 

theyôd have to be secured immediately, or within a reasonable period of time.  They 

would be issued a violation and would have 30 days to correct that.  Then they would 



 Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of March 3, 2014 

 

 11 

have to obtain a Building Permit, but theoretically, they have 2 years to close out that 

Building Permit. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  This is the normal course of events for any time such properties 

are auctioned? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:   Thatôs correct.   

 

Councilmember Klein:  Was this done a year ago?  

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  On the properties, I think at that time, there were 

not any stipulations put on those properties.  There were, in consultation with the 

Building Department, some properties that were being auctioned off  this year, did 

contain those stipulations and some of the Council members just asked for that condition 

to be included in several of the other properties. 

 

Councilmember Klein:  If it was done last year, how much was raised?  What kind of 

revenue? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Well, last year we had successful property auction 

and raised $1.4 million, but the majority of that was some commercial property that the 

Cityé(inaudible).  

 

Councilmember Klein:  Thank you, Mr. Ackermann.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Question:  Since they have to comply, (the buyer, successful 

buyer) with all these building codes, shouldnôt we make up a copy of what exactly they 

must comply with and give it to them when they sign the paper that says they now own 

this property? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Yeah, whatôs gonna happen is, once this resolution 

is adopted, we will work with the auctioneer company who will be advertising the 

properties.  Weôll make sure they advertise with these conditions, that the buyer if fully 

aware that these conditions apply to purchase of the property.  And, once that auction is 

held, the agreements that will be contained at that auction will include these conditions 

and will sign it at that time, with these conditions. 

 

Councilmember Rich:  Thank you. 

 

Councilmember Petsas:  Just a quick question:  If someone was to purchase a property, 

without the stipulationséI just want clarity, and they fileétheyôre forced to file for a 

Building Permit?   

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Wellé 
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Councilmember Petsas:  Somebody that owns a property thatôs in pretty good 

conditioné maybe they donôt want to put nobody in itétheyôre speculating on 

itétheyôre holding it ï are they required to get a Building Permit? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  If itôs secure, the only requirement at that point 

would be that they file for the vacant property registration ï they register it on an annual 

or semi-annual basis, depending on what their plan of action is with the property.  So, 

that would have to be done. 

 

Councilmember Petsas:  So, thereôs no requirement to get a Building Permit? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Thereôs no requirement to get a Building Permit, 

correct.  Thereôs a registration process.   

 

Councilmember Petsas:  So, through this stipulations weôre adding on these properties, 

they are required to get a Building Permit within 6 months, they are required to get the 

outside done within a year, and theyôre required to wrap it up in 2 yearsé? 

 

Corporation Counsel Ackermann:  Thatôs correct. 

 

Councilmember Petsas:  Right.  So, I think that thatôs a big difference, that there are 

stipulations that people arenôt going to come into the City, buy property, sit on them, do 

nothing with theméno, youôre going to be forced to something with the properties you 

buy here in the City of Poughkeepsie.  We canôt afford Main and Cherry ï we were told 

we were going to have a steakhouse there.  I havenôt seen a steakhouse yet.  The 

Waterfront (the Bonura property) still isnôt being developed, so I think that these 

stipulations are very, very important to make sure that people that are buying these 

properties are actually going to invest the time and money into them.  Thank you. 

 

   

R E S O L U T I O N 

(R-14-11) 

 

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER RICH  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie is the owner of properties or possess liens 

sufficient to obtain title by Commissioners Deed to said properties described in the 

attached Schedule ñAò (the, ñPropertiesò) which the City Administrator has determined 

that there exists no municipal purpose or need; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is desirous of auctioning the Properties pursuant to and in 

conformity with Chapter 2, Article III of the Code of Ordinances; and  

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the auction is to liquidate properties to the highest 

bidder and a public auction in an expedient manner; and 
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WHEREAS, the Common Council considers the proposed action to be an 

unlisted action under Title 6 NYCRR, Section 617.2 of the SEQRA regulations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Common Council being the only involved agency considered 

the attached short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF); and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

  

BE IT RESOLVED,  

 

1. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(1) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the above described action is subject to SEQRA; 

and 

 

2. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(2) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the action does not involve a federal agency; and 

 

3. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(3) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council determines that the above described action does not involve any 

other agencies; and 

 

4. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(4) of Title 6 NYCRR, the Common 

Council classifies the above described action as an unlisted action.  The 

Common Council in making such classification considered Section 617.12 

of Title 6 NYCRR and determined that the above action did not fall into 

any of the categories listed under Type I, and also considered Section 

617.13 of NYCRR and determined that the above described action did not 

fit under any of the categories listed under Type II Actions, thus reaching 

the conclusion that it is to be considered an unlisted action; and 

 

5. In accordance with Section 617.5(a)(5) the Common Council determines 

that the above described project will not require a long EAF since the 

short EAF provides sufficient information; and  

 

6. The Common Council officially makes a determination of non-

significance in that the proposed sale of properties are not expected to 

result in a significant adverse impact on the environment and, therefore, 

the preparation of a draft environmental impact statement is not necessary; 

and 

 

7. This determination shall be considered a Negative Declaration for the 

purposes of Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law; and 

 

8. The City Chamberlain shall maintain a file of this determination as well as 

the attached EAF which is hereby made a part of this resolution. 
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BE IT RESOLVED FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Common Council of the 

City of Poughkeepsie hereby determines that there exists no municipal purpose or need 

for the Properties described in Schedule ñAò  attached hereto; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Properties described in the Schedule 

ñAò attached hereto shall be sold at public auction, on a date set by the City Chamberlain 

after proper notice, to the highest bidder who shall be required to pay to the City 

Chamberlain at the time of said auction 10% of the amount bid, as security for the 

performance of the terms of the auction; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that pursuant to Section 2-36 of the Code of 

Ordinances, the Common Council hereby sets the minimum purchase price in an amount 

listed on Schedule ñAò attached hereto, and;  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Common Council hereby sets the 

following conditions and restrictions: 

 

1. The conveyance of title and the payment of the purchase price shall take place 

within thirty days of the date of the auction unless extended by agreement with 

the Corporation Counsel; 

 

2. The transfer of title and Purchaserôs use of the Property shall be subject to all 

state, federal and local regulations including the City of Poughkeepsie and New 

York State Building Codes and the City of Poughkeepsie Zoning Ordinance and 

real property taxes coming due pursuant to law on and after the date of transfer of 

title; 

 

3. Purchaser shall accept such title to the real property as the City of Poughkeepsie is 

possessed of and agrees to accept such title by quitclaim deed subject to any 

defects or encumbrances as are of record; 

 

4. Purchaser agrees that he shall not use the agreed upon purchase price as a reason 

to grieve or otherwise contest the assessed value of the premises for purposes of 

real property taxation; and 

 

5. Any other conditions that may be set forth on Schedule ñAò attached hereto. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , the City Chamberlain shall and is hereby 

directed to prepare a notice of sale within 10 days containing a description of the property 

to be sold and the terms and conditions, reservations or restrictions along with a date of 

the auction; and  

 

BE IT FURT HER RESOLVED ,  that the Mayor is hereby authorized to enter 

into a contract for the above mentioned Properties subsequent to a public action to the 

highest bidder and the Mayor, the City Administrator and the Corporation Counsel are 
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hereby authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to the terms of this 

resolution 

 

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER PETSAS  
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 R14-11 

X Accepted 
Ã Acceptedas Amended 
Ã Tabled 

 

  Yes/Aye No/Nay Abstain Absent 

Councilmember McClinton Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Hermann Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Perry  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Johnson Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Klein Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember  Petsas Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Rich  Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

Councilmember Mallory Voter X Ã Ã Ã 

      
 

 

 

VIII.  ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:  

 

None 

 

IX.  PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

1. FROM CITY ENGINEERS, a presentation regarding the proposal of two 

transformation on Market Street.  
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