Official Minutes of the Common Council Meeting of July 6, 2021

THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE
NEW YORK
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
Tuesday, July 6, 2021 6:30 p.m.

City Hall

______________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to the regularly scheduled meeting of the City of Poughkeepsie Common Council
the date is July 6, 2021, and the time is 6:34 pm.
I’d like to acknowledge that we are gathered, wherever we are, on the traditional territory of the
Lenape people and this territory was a critical resting place along a popular trade route for people
of the Lenape Nation and other cultures as is evidenced in the earliest derivation of the name
‘Poughkeepsie’ with an indigenous string of words, U-puku-ipi-sing, that, when translated,
means ‘reed-covered lodge by the little water place’ or resting place.
Let’s all recite the pledge of allegiance.
I.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

ROLL CALL - Seven present, one absent at time of roll call (Councilmember Menist)
II.

REVIEW OF MINUTES:
Public Hearing Meeting June 21, 2021
Common Council Meeting June 21, 2021
Special Meeting June 30, 2021
A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by
Councilmember Johnson to accept the minutes.

PH, CCM Minutes 06-21-2021 & Special Meeting 06-30-2021





Accepted
Defeated
Tabled

Councilmember Flowers
Councilmember McClinton
Councilmember Cherry
Councilmember R. Johnson
Councilmember Menist
Councilmember Petsas
Councilmember L. Johnson
Councilmember Brannen
Chair Salem
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III.

READING OF ITEMS by the City Chamberlain of any resolutions not listed on
the printed agenda.
NONE

IV.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Three (3) minutes per person up to 45 minutes of
public comment on any agenda and non-agenda items.
1. Doug Nobiletti – Academy St.
2. Pat Miller – 26 Vassar St.
3. Gus Gazolis – 47 Noxon St.
4. Laurie Sandow – Grand Ave.
First, congratulations to Sakima McClinton on your appointment to fill the
8th Ward vacancy. As a West Point graduate, the entire City looks forward
to you bringing the Cadet’s honor code to the Council. That code reads,
“A cadet will not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate those who do.” Sadly, in the
case of this Council, it’s necessary to drive home the point of what will or
won’t be tolerated. Regarding the process of selection, I note the civics
illiteracy and missing instinct for democracy by every member of this
Council. Once again—without a word of note or protest by a single
councilmember—the City Charter was violated by failing to allow public
comments at the June 30th meeting. Civics 101 provides that a primary is
the way in which a PARTY chooses their candidate, and that a general
election—NOT a primary—reflects the will of the people. In fact, during
my own interrogation (err, I mean interview)—by Sarah Salem and Sarah
Brannen, with Yvonne Flowers mostly in the background—when I made
the point that Dem primaries do not reflect the voices of NOP’s (voters
registered without a party preference) and Republicans, it got so heated
that Sarah Brannen scolded me with “You have your three minutes to poke
holes in the Council every other week, you're not going to do that here”;
followed soon after by “I [Sarah Brannen] take offense to your attitude,
which will get you nowhere in terms of a seat on this council.” Need I also
point out that Salem and Brannen—the two lead interrogators—should
have recused themselves, being the same people who fabricated a Council
rule in order to have me silenced and arrested during the Council’s public
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comment period? And need I also point out that “the will of the people” of
this City is for the Mayor to participate at Council meetings. And that the
will of 6-out-of-10 Dem primary voters resoundingly rejected Sarah Salem
for another term in office. Council spectacles and charades of democracy
to the contrary, the votes and process to fill this vacancy were nothing
more than camouflage for the Council’s existing internal faction fight.
Brannen’s smear of McClinton testifies to that, but so do other aspects of
the selection process. For a full month, this Council kept the 8th Ward seat
vacant and without representation—not in the interests of 8th Ward
residents, but in their own interests. Twice I stood in front of this Council
and asked them to make public the names of all applicants. Not a peep
from a single councilmember naming the six applicants as Alana Wade,
Sakima McClinton, Nicholas Kalogris, Michael Hanrahan, Megan
Deichler, and myself, Laurie Sandow. Not a single attempt by a single
councilmember to have actual Ward residents weigh in on the applicants.
Salem, Brannen and Menist had clear conflicts of interest and/or had made
endorsements of Deichler prior to a single interview. The organization
Nobody Leaves Mid-Hudson spent a small fortune in printing and mailers
advocating for her write-in. According to a news report, Brannen lied to
fellow councilmembers about whether I ever submitted a resumé. Or could
it have been Salem who failed to circulate my resumé to fellow
councilmembers? On the other side, of the five who voted for McClinton,
only Yvonne Flowers attended interviews. Four out of the five—Natasha
Cherry, Chris Petsas, Randall Johnson, and Lorraine Johnson—had so
little interest that they did not attend a single applicant interview. At least
two of those five councilmembers were known to have endorsed
McClinton before any interviews ever took place. Is it only in the City of
Poughkeepsie that Councilmembers can fail to take personal
responsibility, can skip out on obligations, can cover their rear ends and
still pick up a paycheck for saying only “no comment”? Is it only in
Poughkeepsie that councilmembers can grandstand about voting their
conscience and then abstain from voting entirely?
5. Nina Boyd – Alder Rd.
V.

CHAIRPERSON’S COMMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS:
I'm going to keep it short tonight because we do have a presentation from the county
consultant on the forty four fifty five connecter. I want to mention, as
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Doug mentioned, that we are engaged now with consultants in updating our
comprehensive plan. That process has kicked off. It has been more than 20 years since
the comp plan has been updated and more than 40 years since the zoning ordinance
that comes along with the update to the comprehensive plan has been updated. So that
means our zoning ordinance hasn't been updated since the 1970s.And the vision for
the city that is the comprehensive plan hasn't been touched since 1998. So you could
say it's a little stale. The process for the steering committee Kick-Off meeting
was very exciting. I'm proud to serve on the steering committee for the
Comprehensive Plan, along with my colleague, council member Menist and a number
of other community folks. It's a great group. It's a diverse group from all different
professions and neighborhoods in the city. And one of the things I was also involved
in the interviews with the consultant, each group of consultant that we looked at to
kind of guide us through this process. And one of the things that really caught me
about this specific group is not only do they have a separate consultant to look at the
zoning ordinance as a form base, in addition to looking at the visioning and setting
goals and priorities for the city that comes along with that, they describe their outreach
technique in a way that I thought was very effective. In addition to hosting public
forums where the members of the public come check out the process, ask questions.
They described a process called Kitchen Table Conversations, where each member of
the steering committee will organize throughout the entirety of the two years that
we're engaged in this process, conversations with their own networks, with
constituents surrounding different kinds of deliverables and instructions, and thereby
the ability to engage in a deep seated way, a diverse community members and voices
in the process seem to me through that to be more viable. I hadn’t, you know, in my
years of community engagement and seeing the processes go through the city
of Poughkeepsie, engagement through each of the planning projects that we've worked
on, heard of anything so novel. It's almost like creating a network of conversations
that you then bring back to the process and you continue to do that and overlap those
conversations. So I'm very excited to get started with those and to see how we are able
to turn out outreach. In addition to the public forums and the kitchen table
conversations, there are surveys available on the website that is Pk4, the number for
Keeps.org that members of the community can take to outline what they think the
priorities for the city should be moving into the future. The July survey is available, so
I encourage everyone to go to that website, PK, the number 4 dot org to take that
survey and to find out a little bit more about a comprehensive plan. If you're not
following along with the process, it's really exciting. It does set a vision for the city
moving forward that can include things like affordable housing, homelessness
prevention, addiction recovery, prevention, food systems, improvements, different
development processes and improvements, specifically as it relates to our zoning
ordinance, which there have been a lot of gaps in, that we've all exposed individually
and that could stand to be updated. So I'm excited again for Pk4Keeps.org. If you're
looking to find out a little bit more, find out who's on the steering committee
and become engaged in the process again. That July survey is up and available for
folks to take, and I really encourage you to take it. I took it myself. It's very simple
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and short. Even though I'm on the steering committee, I take surveys just a thing of
mine. So everyone jump on that website and do that soon. The redistricting
commission, we did put out a call for interviews and we did interview a number
of people to serve on that commission. I'm extending the deadline. The pool of
applicants, I think, needs to be broader. So I will extend the deadline for application.
So send your resume your cover letter to my email address
SSalem@cityofPoughkeepsie.com. Friday, August twenty seventh, if you've
already submitted a resume and a cover letter and have done an interview, you are still
in consideration for the positions of that redistricting commission. However, I think
that because of the criteria that each applicant has to fit, we need to we need to
lengthen the deadline in order to gain access to a better or a more fit candidacy. A
special meeting, I propose a special meeting on public safety, mitigating gun violence,
mitigating crime, mitigating homelessness, and I hadn't selected a date. However, I'm
surveying my colleagues on the council to see if August 25th at 6:00 p.m. might work.
I think it's important that we open up a public forum to discuss these issues. And so
this is after the council four week break. It's a Wednesday, August twenty fifth at six
p.m. and we'll invite members of the public to comment on ways that they think we
could help to mitigate these issues. So, again, mitigate the increase of gun violence
that we've seen, the increase of violent crime, homelessness, and also thoughtful on
ways of engagement, interventions in in improvements to public safety. So we were
seeking comment from members of the public who want to be involved in the process
moving forward, as well as organizations who have been involved to put work in
who this is part of their profession, encouraging everyone to join us that night. And I
would like to set the time for members of the public in any organizations wanting to
make a comment or a proposal to five minutes. And I'm saying that now, so that it's on
the record. So, again, August 25th, it's a Wednesday, six p.m. And if you know
anyone who may be interested in commenting, tell them to show up again. We're not
on Zoom, so there's no preregistration required. You don't have to sign up or
send anyone an email. You show up in person to the meeting. You put your name
down on a sheet and you'll be able to comment. I want to flag that our next Common
Council meeting is this coming Monday. We don't take a break between now and the
next Monday because we do take a break for four weeks following one day. So I just
want to remind everyone, Monday, July 12th, we're meeting here excuse me again and
excuse me, that concludes my comments.
VI.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND BOARDS:
1. SOUTHERN WATERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE
Yes, the biggest update that we have is that we had our last meeting last
Monday, and it was three business days after the governor announced that all
public meetings would be going back in person. And so we quickly shifted gears
from being in an online format to being in person here in chambers. And I just
want to thank Miss Davis for her swift and flexible assistance to get us set up here
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at such short notice. Just extremely grateful for that and for you being here
in person and then also for Al Gernhardt, who had to be here after hours to make
sure the webcast was functioning. He's right back there. Shout out to you, Al.
Thank you so much for that. I still am not sure what all the buttons in that room
do, but thank God you do. So thank you for that. And other than that, the short
term recommendations are still up on the website. We are now transitioning into
long term recommendations. And I want to thank Chris Gent and also Mr. Nelson
for the meeting last week. We had a really productive meeting to talk through how
to get this space reopened. And the biggest issues have to do with a safety
railing along the bulkhead. So we spent a good amount of time discussing that.
And it looks like we will be issuing some requests for bids to cost out different
options for a safety railing along the bulkhead. Because the decision has been
made. And I think a lot of the task force members do understand this decision
that in order to reopen the site, some safety measures have to be put in and that is a
contingency. So we do understand that. And that's the first order of business. And
given the time for construction costs, time for construction, backlog of materials
and related issues due to the covid pandemic and labor shortages and things of that
nature, it might take longer than anticipated. And I don't know, Mr. Nelson, if
you want to add anything to that.
Marc Nelson: Nothing further.
Councilmember Brannen: OK, um, so hopefully soon we'll have a more detailed
update about that. Thank you. Great.

VII.

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS:
A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by
Councilmember L. Johnson to receive and print.

1. Resolution R-21-58, setting a Public Hearing for Local Law Amending Chapter 19,
Section 4.5 of the code of ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie
RESOLUTION
(R-21-58)
INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBER BRANNEN, CHAIR SALEM,
COUNCILMEMBER MENIST AND COUNCILMEMBER L. JOHNSON:
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WHEREAS, more than a quarter of all properties in the City of Poughkeepsie (the “City”) have
been identified as historic assets in its historic resource inventory because they hold unique
historical, cultural, and architectural value that forms our unique heritage as a city and
community; and
WHEREAS, the city suffered irreversible losses to many unique and historically significant
properties due to misguided policies during the period of “urban renewal” of the 1960s and
1970s,; and
WHEREAS, subsequent to these losses, there has been new focus on preservation to prevent
further demolition of historically significant assets and ample research has indicated the
numerous benefits of preserving historic assets, including improved property values and
increased tax revenue, increased tourism, and the environmental benefits of rehabilitation as
compared to demolition and new construction; and
WHEREAS, despite this research and national trend in policy toward restoration and
preservation, the City of Poughkeepsie has continued to lose many of its historic resources to
demolition, demolition by neglect, and alteration, including forty percent of its historically
significant properties from the late 1970s until today; and
WHEREAS, since the last historic resource inventory in 1977, the losses of historic assets have
affected every corner of the City of Poughkeepsie with the fifth ward suffering a loss of 69
percent of its historic assets, the third ward suffering a loss of 53 percent of its historic assets, the
seventh ward suffering a loss of 52 percent of its historic assets, the first ward suffering a loss of
48 percent of its historic assets, the second ward suffering a loss of 39 percent of its historic
assets, the sixth ward suffering a loss of 37 percent of its historic assets, the eighth ward
suffering a loss of 27 percent of its historic assets, and the fourth ward suffering a loss of 16
percent of its historic assets; and
WHEREAS, the City of Poughkeepsie has a historic preservation ordinance to protect these
invaluable assets; and
WHEREAS, the Common Council desires to further protect these historic assets and streamline
and improve the process of historic preservation,
NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, that a Local Law, entitled “Local Law Amending Chapter 19,
section 4.5 of the of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of Ordinances of the City of Poughkeepsie to
Further Protect the City of Poughkeepsie’s Historic Resources and Improve on the Historic
Preservation Administrative Process”; is hereby introduced before the Common Council of the
City of Poughkeepsie in the County of Dutchess and State of New York; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of the aforesaid proposed local law are laid
upon the desk of each member of the Council; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council shall hold a public hearing on said
proposed local law at City Hall, 62 Civic Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie, New York, at 5:30 P.M.,
on August 30, 2021; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk publish or cause to be published a public
notice in the official newspaper of the City of Poughkeepsie of said public hearing at least five
(5) days prior thereto.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER ______________________________________ .

R-21-58
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Defeated
Tabled

Councilmember Flowers
Councilmember McClinton
Councilmember Cherry
Councilmember R. Johnson
Councilmember Menist
Councilmember Petsas
Councilmember L. Johnson
Councilmember Brannen
Chair Salem
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Voter
Voter
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VIII. ORDINANCES AND LOCAL LAWS:
A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by
Councilmember L. Johnson to receive and print.
1. Local Law LL-21-01, amending Chapter 14 of the City of Poughkeepsie Code of
Ordinances Entitled Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions
LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE CITY OF POUGHKEEPSIE CODE
OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
(LL-21-01)
AS AMENDED 7/6/21

INTRODUCED BY COUNCILMEMBERS PETSAS, FLOWERS & L. JOHNSON:
SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED, by the Common Council of the City of Poughkeepsie, a local
law amending Chapter 14 of the Code of the City of Poughkeepsie entitled Offenses and
Miscellaneous Provisions to create Article VII entitled “Off Road Vehicles” as follows:
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14-72 Legislative Findings
The reckless operation of unregistered off road vehicles, including but not limited to, dirt bikes,
ATVs, and other non-street legal vehicles on the streets and in the parks of the City of
Poughkeepsie (“City”) have been a nuisance in recent years, particularly during summer months.
The operators of these vehicles, usually in groups, ride with abandon over many parts of the
City, including within city parks, with no regard to traffic laws, their own well-being, or the
safety of bystanders. Additionally, such off road vehicles create considerable noise and disturb
the peaceful enjoyment of residents and visitors.
While the operation of the dirt bikes, ATVs and other off-road vehicles is already illegal on
public highways under the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, this law makes it explicitly
unlawful to operate such vehicles on the public highways and in the public parks. It also
expressly forbids the operation of these vehicles on private property without the express consent
of the owner or occupant of such property.
This local law also allows the police to impound any vehicles used in violation of this local law,
provides for a $1,500.00 redemption fee, which the title owner of a vehicle impounded under this
law must pay before the vehicle will be released back to the owner, and a fine not to exceed
$250.00 for violating the provisions of this article. Failure to reclaim an off road vehicle and pay
the applicable redemption fee will result in the destruction of such vehicle in accordance with
applicable laws.
14-73 Definitions
For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
All-terrain vehicles (sometimes known as “ATVs”) as that term is defined in section 2281(1) of
the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, off-highway motorcycles as that term is defined in
section 125-a of the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, motocross or dirt bikes, dune
buggies, go-carts and any and all other types of motorized trail bikes, utility terrain vehicles
(UTVs), or vehicles that are manufactured for sale or operation primarily on off-highway trails
or for off-highway competitions and are only incidentally operated on public highways. Nothing
contained herein, however, shall be deemed to apply to or prohibit the use of bicycles, including
electric powered bicycles operated in compliance with applicable state regulations.
OPERATE
To ride in or on, other than as a passenger, or use or control the operation of an off-road vehicle
as defined above in any manner, whether or not said off-road vehicle is under way.
PUBLIC HIGHWAY
Any highway, road, alley, street, avenue, public place, public driveway or any other public way.
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14-74 Restrictions
A. Public Property. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle on a public highway,
street or on any other public property in the City of Poughkeepsie.
B. Private Property. No person shall operate an off-road vehicle off a public highway on
private property in the City of Poughkeepsie unless such person has first obtained the express
consent of the owner or occupant of such property to operate the off-road vehicle on the
property. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the operator of an off-road vehicle, on
private property in the City of Poughkeepsie, lacks consent to operate the off-road vehicle on
private property.
14-75 Penalties for offenses; impoundment and redemption.
A. Any person who operates an off-road vehicle in violation of § 14-74 of this chapter
shall be guilty of an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $250.00.
B. In addition to the penalties set forth in subsection (A) of this section, a police officer
may immediately impound an off-road vehicle that has been operated in violation of §
14-74 of this chapter. Such impounded off-road vehicle shall be stored by the police
department or enforcement agency pending the identification of the owner of such offroad vehicle as registered with the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles. Such
title owner shall be sent notice of such impoundment, at the address on file with the New
York State Department of Motor Vehicles, by certified mail within ten (10) days after the
impoundment, if such titled owner can be identified. Neither the City of Poughkeepsie,
nor any agent or employee thereof, shall be liable for any damages arising out of the
provision of any erroneous name or address of such owner. The owner of the off-road
vehicle operated in violation of § 14-74 of this chapter may redeem such off-road vehicle
upon satisfactory proof of ownership and payment of a redemption fee of $1,000.00. An
off-road vehicle impounded under this subsection shall only be released to the owner of
such off-road vehicle, or to such owner’s agent as evidenced by a written, notarized proof
of agency, or duly executed power of attorney. After Sixty (60) days, any and all
unclaimed off road vehicles impounded as a result of a violation of this ordinance shall
be destroyed in accordance with all applicable laws.
14-76 Enforcement
The Chief of Police or their designee is charged with the enforcement of the provisions in
this
chapter.
14-77 Severability.
If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this chapter or application thereof to any
person or circumstances shall be judged by any court to be invalid, such judgment shall not
affect, impair or invalidate the remainder thereof or the application thereof to other persons and
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circumstances but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph or part
hereof an the persons or circumstances directly involved in the controversy in which the
judgement shall have been rendered.

Section 2. This local law shall take effect thirty (30) days after filing with the Secretary of State.

SECONDED BY COUNCILMEMBER:__________________________
A motion was made by Councilmember Flowers and seconded by
Councilmember L. Johnson to amend the Local Law.

Amendment LL-21-01
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Councilmember Flowers
Councilmember McClinton
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Councilmember R. Johnson
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LL-21-01





IX.

Accepted
Defeated
Tabled

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:
1. A PRESENTATION BY DUTCHESS COUNTY & COUNTY CONSULTANT,
on the 44/55 Connector.
2. FROM ELIAS LOPEZ, a notice of property damage sustained on June 9, 2021.
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3. FROM NEW HAMBURG FIRE DISTRICT, a notice of property damage sustained
on June 10, 2021.
4. FROM JONATHAN WONG, a notice of property damage
X.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

XI.

NEW BUSINESS

XII.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilmember Brannen and seconded by Councilmember L.
Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 8:49pm.
Dated: July 7, 2021
I hereby certify that this true and correct copy of the Minutes of the Common Council
Meeting held on Tuesday, July 6, 2021.
Respectfully submitted,
Jasmin Nicole Davis
City Chamberlain

12

13

