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Statement of Significance: Eastman Park Oval
Prepared by: Holly Wahlberg © 2015
Property possesses special character or historic or aesthetic interest or value as part of the
cultural, political, economic or social history of the locality, region, state or nation; or is associated with broad patterns of cultural history:
For the over a century, Eastman Park served as one of the most well-known symbols of the City of
Poughkeepsie. Designed between 1865 and 1867, Eastman Park was the creation of the legendary Harvey
G. Eastman (1832-1878) whose profound influence on the city of Poughkeepsie’s development has been
equaled only by the likes of Matthew Vassar and W.W. Smith.
With the purchase of eight different parcels over a two year period, Eastman put together a 27 acre plot
directly in the heart of the city. Where others had seen vacant swampland, an abandoned hillside and
some rundown old houses, Eastman saw a location he could make into a mini-Central Park for his city
and a striking home for his family. The expense incurred to produce such a transformation was approximately $200,000. With this astonishing expenditure, Eastman produced a refined country villa estate
right in the heart of the city’s core.
By the 1860s, Poughkeepsie was already celebrated for its fine collection of suburban estates along the
North and South Roads at either end of the city. But to have that same type of estate located in the center of the city’s daily life, just five minutes away from shops, churches, offices, newsstands, and the post
office and right on the main artery going south out of the city was striking indeed. More striking still was
Eastman’s decision to erect no gates or high fences and to even invite the public to use his grounds for
free as their own park all year round.
Matthew Vassar, a college founder like Eastman, had similarly let the public stroll through the grounds of
his estate known as Springside at the city’s southern edge, but had closed his gates to the public after
retiring there in 1867. Whether Eastman was consciously emulating Vassar or trying to fill the void left
by Springside’s closure is
unknown. Clement Gaines,
who later married Harvey
Eastman’s widow and became president of Eastman
College, believed that Eastman had chosen to settle
in Poughkeepsie after an
encouraging chance encounter with Matthew Vassar on
the train from Albany to New
York. Certainly, Eastman felt
that his work in commercial
education was pioneering,
innovative and well located
in a city known as the “city
of schools.”
Eastman’s pleasure grounds,
however, went one step
beyond Vassar’s with a
fuller embrace of public access and public recreational
opportunities. This sort of
stepping beyond traditional
conventions was typical
of how Eastman breathed
excitement into the city he
somewhat impatiently and
only half jokingly referred to
as that “old fogey Dutch town”

Early photo taken from Garfield Place looking west; Riverview Academy in the distance

of Poughkeepsie.
With a genius for mass advertising, Eastman was quick to promote Eastman Park in a series of handsome
engravings that became part of the college marketing materials. The park became one of the most wellknown beauty spots in the Hudson Valley, illustrated and described in tourist guide books, periodicals and
newspaper articles. The park’s unlikely beginnings as a swamp, the impressive feat of turning it into an
elegant park and the complete lack of selfishness on the part of the Eastman family in sharing their estate with all classes of society – these were the special traits that made the park’s story captivating and
particularly American.
Eastman
Park also
served
quite effectively as a
quasi-campus space
for the
students of
Eastman’s
college.
Starting
with one
student in
a rented
room in a
town he’d
never even
been to, a
27 year old
Harvey G.
Eastman
arrived
in PoughEngraving of Eastman Park with Eastman Terrace townhouses in the distance
keepsie
in 1859,
proclaiming himself the founder of something called “Eastman National Business College.” But within only
five years, enrollment had increased in a phenomenal way to 1,700 young men taught by 64 teachers in
five different buildings scattered across the city. Students boarded in private homes which provided approximately 90 families with an important source of income. But billiards, “grog,” girls, and fighting with
the “townies” were the widely understood temptations of young men experiencing living away from home
for the first time. Eastman Park’s athletic field (later known as Riverview Field or Stitzel Field) served as
a healthy distraction for the young men of Eastman College, providing them with skating in winter and
baseball in summer. Wholesome summer band concerts on the Eastman Oval and carefully supervised
meetings with the young ladies of Poughkeepsie’s leading families were the tools used to promote upright
behavior among Eastman students.
For the community, having a wealthy man’s pleasure ground so freely presented to them and so conveniently enjoyed seemed to bring out the best of behavior. Eastman boasted to journalists that “he had
never had a flower plucked, a fruit stolen or any injury done to his grounds.”
The park’s unusual sunken setting was especially enjoyed for the way in which activities unfolded below
street level in a kind of picturesque tableaux stretching across the entire oval and beyond to the athletic
field. An 1874 observer noted: “Crowds of gaily attired ladies and gentlemen lined the marble wall which
shuts in the park, together with the foliage and the running hither and thither of pretty little children
dressed in all the colors of the rainbow across the green lawns, made the entire scene one of the greatest beauty and gave the beholder an idea of what paradise might be.”
Especially admired was the three foot tall bluestone wall with white marble coping along South Avenue
and the white marble main entry way with four piers (two marked with the letter “E”) at the corner of

South Avenue and Montgomery Street. Viewed from within
the park, the wall along South Avenue appeared simply as a
line of white. From outside the park, this low wall allowed for
easy observation and enjoyment of the park’s beauty spread
out below.
Each winter, the eastern border of Eastman Park along South
Avenue from Soldier’s Fountain to Eastman Terrace, was the
city’s unofficial trotting track for well to do men who enjoyed
showing off the speed of their horses and the beauty of their
sleighs. Crowds collected along South Avenue to observe a
daily array of informal races described this way in 1878: “At
about 3pm, the trotters of the city are ‘hooked up’ and then
the throng of sightseers flock to South Avenue along Eastman Park, where terrific trotting occurs every day…Some of
the ‘brushes’ on the avenue every afternoon are of the most
exciting character and crowds gather on either side of the
roadway to cheer the contestants as they fly by.”
Entrance gate marble pier with urn

The crowning achievement of the park was
the Eastman Oval, a
fine Victorian great lawn
or “greensward.” Eastman’s contemporaries
recognized such lawns
as statements of beauty
but also statements of
wealth because of their
cost, difficult construction and maintenance
demands. In 1865, The
Horticulturist magazine
declared that successful
lawn making in America
was the exception rather
than the rule. As the
country moved beyond
primitive pioneer living
and began to aspire to
Engraving of Eastman Park’s bluestone wall with marble coping and corner pier located along South Ave.
landscape refinements,
the green velvet lawn
became highly coveted. British methods of lawn making, however, had proved irrelevant to the American
climate, leaving American designers and horticulturists no choice but to create their own methodologies
of soil preparation, fertilizer mixes and seed blends.
During Eastman’s era, creating a lawn was still somewhat of an experimental undertaking, with especially
high stakes for someone like Eastman whose goal was a public great lawn of multiple acres and whose
failure would certainly be painfully public. Poughkeepsie was fortunate that Harvey Eastman was a fearless character known for both his love of public spectacle and his perseverance in the face of failure.
How he created the Eastman oval was a subject of keen interest to his contemporaries, and Eastman’s
personal narrative of his experiences as a Victorian lawn maker was printed alongside descriptions of the
park. Eastman wrote:
I read much on the subject, before I made my first attempt, determined that the work
should be well and intelligently done. I then commenced operations by draining, trenching, subsoiling, manuring, grading, plowing, spreading Plaster of Paris and Peruvian guano, harrowing, picking of the stones and coarse lots of earth, and finally sowing seeds of
the best mixture and quality bountifully raked again, rolled it and waited for the result.

I had followed direction to the letter, at an extravagant expense, and expected to have
a perfect lawn in a very short time. I have now waited four years and find it far from
what I had reasonably expected it would be the next season. I have added greatly to the
expense each year by weeding, reseeding, filling up the uneven places, etc. etc. but my
disappointment at the result has been more than all.
The next season I concluded to lay down four acres more and to try another plan. I omitted two thirds of the labor I had expended on the first lawn, and one half the expense in
manure and fertilizer. I simply ploughed the ground deep, manured it as thoroughly as for
a garden crop, graded and removed all stones and rubbish. I then purchased for a small
sum, from the farmers near the city, sod enough to cover the whole four acres. I selected
this sod from low, mucky places, in ravines and between the hills from ground that had
long been in grass. Selecting the sod from these uncultivated places enabled me to get
just what I required, a sod of fine velvety grass, free from weeds and of unequalled richness, at a small expense.
I prepared a small cutter resembling a corn marker, except the teeth were of iron and thin
and sharp. With this, I cut the sod in strips a foot wide and eighteen inches long. Then
with spades lifted them from the ground at uniform thickness of two inches. These were
at once carried to the ground already prepared and held down as evenly as firmly as possible and with much less expense, labor and time than would be supposed, the entire lot
was covered. I then rolled it thoroughly with a heavy roller.
The sod being two inches in thickness showed no signs of being transplanted, and in three
weeks from the time they were laid, it presented a firm and even surface. I then mowed
th lawn with a scythe and a week later went over it with my lawn mower. This lawn has
now been down for three years and speaks for itself. Suffice it to say, it is a perfect success. It is the first to respond to nature’s call in the spring and the last to yield to her demands in the fall. It has never been weeded but once and has been cut from two to three
times a week during the summer season with a lawn mower and grows more beautiful and
perfect every day. It is regularly top dressed every fall with long horse manure.
To complete this triumph, Eastman was even able to make the act of mowing the park’s lawn into a public
attraction thanks to a horse named “Old Tom.” Old Tom had once been a particularly fine parade horse
with silver mane and tail owned first by a West Point general and then by U.S. President Martin Van
Buren before becoming a delivery truck horse in Poughkeepsie in his old age. When Old Tom was retired
by the delivery company, Eastman gave him a final home at the park where his job was to pull the lawn
mower. Newspapers across the country picked up the delightful story of Old Tom “so well educated is he
in his duty that he has frequently, for the gratification of lookers on, been left to perform the work without a driver or guide.”
Eastman apparently paid heed to the “how-to” literature of his day which warned against an owner’s
tendency to ruin a lawn’s effect by overrunning it with all manner of exotic tree species, fancy arabesque
shaped flower beds, cast iron vases, classical statues, and rustic arbors or seats. The ideal lawn was one
whose effect was a sense of calm and restful repose. Eastman’s greensward, already quite a bit below
busy street level, was especially able to project this sense of oasis-like serenity.
Eastman’s success in this grand lawn experiment was much noted. The Art Journal of 1868 called the
Oval “almost a miracle of greenness.” The 1871 Tourist’s Guide Through the Empire State proclaimed,
“The lawn on this place is a model indeed, and is the pride of the proprietor and the city, as it may well
be, for we doubt if a more beautiful and perfect piece of greensward was ever laid down than this. It is
not only admired by citizens, who may be found in large numbers any pleasant day looking on it from the
terraced walks, but by many from surrounding towns who drive in to admire it, and also by strangers,
who come from a distance to enquire how such perfection in lawnmaking can be accomplished.”
After Eastman’s death in 1878, his widow and brother-in-law continued to run the college. The Eastman Park Oval stayed in their care, continuing to be an admired beauty spot open to the public. An 1881
editorial noted, “We took a stroll Saturday afternoon last through Eastman Park…The lawn especially,
extending as far as the eye can reach, looked almost like velvet and the sight indeed was charming.” In
late spring of 1885, The Poughkeepsie News-Press commented that Eastman Park was “just now a poem

bound in marble and green.”
The park was also much admired by
neighboring communities. In 1882,
the Kingston Freeman described
the park as “one of the most beautiful places in Poughkeepsie…The
main grounds are much lower than
the street and the embankment on
one side runs up some 30 or 40 feet
against which can be seen a row of
foliage plants which have been arranged in the form of letters, ‘Peace
and good will to all.’ The grounds are
open to the public and they must
be considered a delightful place by
Poughkeepsie lovers who court by
moonlight.”
In 1884, Eastman’s widow Minerva
married an Eastman College profes-

Minerva Eastman Gaines and Clement C. Gaines

sor, Clement C. Gaines who
became the new president of
the college. The couple continued to reside in what was
still referred to as “Eastman
Mansion,” but the park was
closed to the public sometime
in the 1890s. In 1901, Gaines
sold the park’s athletic field
area (west of the oval) to
Riverview Military Academy.
Eastman student ball games
were shifted to the Eastman
Park oval once Gaines had
filled in the pond.

Two of the many Eastman Park postcards created as souvenirs of Poughkeepsie

But with the death of Minerva Eastman Gaines in 1907,
Gaines made it known that he
would entertain all offers to
purchase and subdivide Eastman Park. Immediately, Mayor
John Sague decried any such
plans, and the Poughkeepsie
Courier lamented, “To cut it up
in building lots would deprive
us of one of our beauty spots
of which we have long been
proud. It is one of the distinct
and noticeable attractions of
Poughkeepsie and to lose it
would be a step backward and
a blow to our business interests as the park is attractive

to visitors and serves to advertise the city. As proof of this go to where picture postcards are sold and
notice how large a part of the illustrations are taken from scenes in and near the park…The same is true
of illustrated editions of newspapers and other periodicals…” Although Gaines did meet with other buyers
(including a group interested in making Eastman into an amusement park), he ultimately sold the park to
the city in 1909 for $38,000.
The beauty of the Eastman oval remained a source of continuing community pride, and any changes to it
were a subject of community debate. In 1915, City Park Superintendent George Saltford planted a flower
bed in the middle of the Eastman Oval, an act that literally made front page news. Saltford’s semi-tropical plant fantasy was initially not well-received. The Eagle-News commented, “When the idea was first
conceived by Mr. Saltford, it was severely criticized and certain members of the community were scandalized at the thought of breaking the broad expanse of lawn.” Saltford’s bold and exotic design, however,
(featuring a giant palm surrounded by smaller palms and a profusion of banana plants and other tropical
plant specimens) succeeded in capturing the public imagination. The Eagle-News proclaimed it “worth
travelling the length of the city to see…the huge bed is admired by hundreds and regarded as a remarkable feat of gardening. Most of the plants have been brought from South America.”
Ribbon beds along the walks leading to the Oval were also planted out with colorful annuals in summer
and between
3,000 and 5,000
early tulip bulbs
each fall. College Hill was the
center of city
attention for the
main display of
spring color, but
city residents
looked first to the
early tulip display
at Eastman Park
as the first happy
sign that spring
had finally arrived.
With its convenient location
and long history
as a symbol of
the city, Eastman Park beCity Park Superintendents Saltforrd and Berry adorned the park entrance areas with flower beds.
came the natural
center of civic life
for many years. The park was put into service almost immediately as the site of the city’s first “Safe and
Sane Fourth of July” celebration in 1910. In that year, Poughkeepsie joined the national “Safe and Sane”
movement to end what many were labeling the appalling “carnage” that had grown up around the deadly
combination of heavy alcohol use, unregulated fireworks and the casual shooting of weapons into the air
on July 4th.
Poughkeepsie’s “Safe and Sane” celebration at Eastman Park brought the community together in numbers estimated at between 12,000 and 15,000. The day began with a morning parade that ended its
march at the Eastman Oval. Spectators filled the park to enjoy patriotic addresses, a reading of the Declaration of Independence and elaborate tableaux performed by the city’s costumed school children. In the
afternoon, activities in the park included baseball games, greased pole contests and sack races. In the
evening, Poughkeepsians returned for band music, more patriotic tableaux and finally a fireworks display
conducted safely by professionals.
In 1916, the Eagle-News described the great popularity of the city’s new safer and quieter Independence Day at Eastman Park: “Down Market Street flowed a constant stream of humanity during the early

hours of the evening, all steps in one direction, until it seemed that the entire population of the town had
crowded into the park. The Oval was one mass of men, women and children. There was scarcely even
standing room. Up on the edge of the oval, the spectators were lined six deep and every available bit of
space on the bank at the north side of the park and that along the street served as viewpoint for somebody.”
Eastman Park also played a particularly significant role in uniting the community during both World Wars.
Mass patriotic meetings held there reaffirmed a shared American identity, and were intended to call into
question, at least temporarily, any ties immigrant families may still have had to countries that were now
America’s enemies. In 1918, the Eastman Oval was the end point of what was referred to as a “monster
parade” when 8,000 marchers formed one of the longest parades in the city’s history to show support for
the Liberty War Bond drive. The monster parade record was broken in 1941 when an estimated 50,000
people lined the streets to watch 10,000 marchers pour into Eastman Park in observance of a national
initiative begun by FDR called “I am an American Day,” meant to strengthen American commitment to
responsible citizenship and loyalty to the country’s wartime mission.
Although speeches about the War were occurring at “I am an American Day” events all across America,
few could have been as sobering as the one given in Eastman Park by General John P. O’Brien who announced to Poughkeepsians that America was “the bull’s eye of Hitler’s target” and likely to be successfully invaded should England fall to Hitler. Eastman Park was where Poughkeepsie citizens gathered to
face their darkest fears and most frightening responsibilities, while also drawing strength from a shared
affirmation of American freedom.
Yet Eastman Park was also where Poughkeepsie went to
share times of triumph. In 1923, when Governor Al Smith
signed the bill that moved forward the first stage of building the Mid-Hudson Bridge, Eastman Park became the
site of a spontaneous community celebration where giddy
rejoicing mixed with more sober expressions of gratitude to
the bridge organizers and a resolve to overcome any future
obstacles put in the city’s path.
In 1920, Eastman Park was the scene of a jubilant welcome
home celebration for FDR after his Vice-Presidential nomination to the Democratic presidential ticket. Mayor Butts
called the event “an occasion which deserves to be noted
among the greatest events in the history of Dutchess
County.” As FDR drove into Poughkeepsie from Hyde Park,
he was met at the city line by cheering crowds waving

Arbor Day in Eastman Park, 1913

FDR as Vice-Presidential nominee in 1920

handkerchiefs,
blowing kisses
and banging tin
pans. The motorcade “entered
[Eastman] park
at the southeastern corner,
made a half
circle in the oval
and drove toward the center
where the crowd
surrounded
Mr. Roosevelt’s
car.” Hailed
as a Dutchess
County son from
Dutchess County
soil, FDR told
the crowd gath-

ered at Eastman Park, “I’d rather come here and have this happen to me than have a hundred thousand
people in any other part of the world give me such a welcome. I am very much touched. It is a day I shall
always remember.”
At times, Eastman Park simply acted as a place where the community could come together to cherish
its children and be inspired and charmed by their innocence and their talents. The grandest example of
this was surely the annual Arbor Day ceremony held at Eastman Park that attracted as many as 10,000
people for a springtime spectacle involving all the school children of Poughkeepsie dressed in a wide
variety of colorful costumes for performances of international dances and songs, patriotic tableaux, May
pole ceremonies and track and field athletic
contests. The simple joyousness of the day’s
atmosphere and the stunning visual impact
of the colorful display spread out upon the
Eastman Oval made this one of the most
special events of Poughkeepsie’s year.
Property is associated with the life of a
significant historic personage:
At Eastman’s funeral, one of the eulogists
urged the enormous crowd that had gathered (for one of the largest funerals ever
held in the Hudson Valley) to think of Sir
Christopher Wren, architect of St. Paul’s
Cathedral upon whose crypt in the cathedral was written simply, “If you would see
my monument, look around you.” Eastman’s monument was Poughkeepsie itself.
Much of what is most representative of
Poughkeepsie even today can be linked to
Eastman’s courage and visionary perseverance. Eastman was most notably the driving force behind the construction of the
Poughkeepsie Railroad Bridge, and actually
turned over the very first spade of dirt for
this daring dream that he faithfully insisted
would reshape Poughkeepsie’s destiny. In
the years that followed, he repeatedly kept
the project alive despite financial collapse,
well-organized opposition and the heavy toll
the effort took on his own health.
As a three time mayor, Eastman was instrumental in bringing to Poughkeepsie clean
water, paved streets, paved sidewalks, sewer lines, street lights, horse drawn street
cars, an opera house, and a free lecture
series for both the general public and his
students that brought some of the period’s
finest speakers to Poughkeepsie. When
Poughkeepsie lagged behind other communities
in erecting a civil war monument,
H. G. Eastman and his famous signature meant to display supreme penmanship skills: Eastman was the inventor of a writing enhancer called the Penman’s Assistant
Eastman came forward to provide a soldier’s
memorial fountain. When Poughkeepsie
seemed slow to build townhouses that could attract affluent New York City families, Eastman erected
Poughkeepsie’s most stylish and sophisticated brownstone at Eastman Terrace. And when other cities
were establishing their first public parks, Eastman made sure Poughkeepsie could make claim to that
amenity by opening his own grounds to one and all. In bringing all these things to Poughkeepsie, Eastman notoriously plunged the city into massive debt – but to the end, he defended civic improvements as
crucial investments that would yield new industries, new residents and new tax revenue.

Eastman was
a tall, lean
and restless
presence in
Poughkeepsie,
frequently seen
wearing an
eccentric wide
brimmed cream
colored felt hat
and moving
with an odd,
almost trotting gait. Once
while making a
speech with a
phalanx of his
students at his
back, one student miscreant
took advantage of the moment to start pitching pennies into the wide brim of Eastman’s distinctive hat.
Eastman let this go on for some time until finally, not even looking at the offending student, he whisked
off his hat and emptied every penny into his pocket while calmly continuing his speech as if nothing had
happened. After visiting Florida, Eastman brought back with him a live alligator which he used as a highly
memorable prop during his lectures on life in Florida. At the end of his Florida lectures, he distributed
little cards containing a complimentary recipe for Florida orange shortcake.
A good example of Eastman’s sense of fun and showmanship occurred in 1876 when Eastman had 500
palmetto hats from Florida pinned to a hundred foot rope in the Eastman Park Oval. Like the proverbial
pied piper, Eastman led 500 YMCA boys in a grand promenade around the Oval accompanied by music
from the Eastman College band and the applause and cheers of spectators. He then distributed to each
boy the free Florida palmetto hat that he had promised them during a YMCA lecture the winter before.
Inside each hat was pasted a tag that read: “Don’t drink. Don’t swear. Don’t chew. Don’t smoke. Be industrious. Work hard. Study hard. Play hard. And you will never be hatless. With the best wishes for your
future welfare, H.G. Eastman.”
At the famous annual student receptions held at
the Eastman mansion, students were allowed to
admire the paintings in the Eastman family’s art
gallery and peruse family collections of travel
souvenirs, clipping scrapbooks and stereopticon
views of the world in their drawing room. But off
to the side, Eastman could sometimes be found
performing sleight of hand tricks to the delight
and amazement of his students.
The unexpected, the daring, and the magical in
Eastman’s character brought a sense of possibility and adventure into Poughkeepsie’s community life. When elaborate ice skating parks began
popping up in cities around the country after the
Civil War, Eastman, of course, made sure Poughkeepsie kept pace. Although he could have provided the city with a simple basic rink created by
flooding the athletic field on the west side of his
park, he went much farther than that to create at
his own expense a community skating park that
rivaled even those of major urban centers. Eastman created a truly fine skating experience that
included a warming house, a bandstand, a carriage

Eastman College students

pull-off for non-skating spectators, night time lantern displays, and regular exhibitions put on by some of
the country’s most dazzling touring professional skaters.
Eastman’s thriving commercial college changed the city’s
energy level with even a bit of cosmopolitan flair thrown
in. Eastman filled the “old fogey town” of Poughkeepsie
with a bustling student population of young men from all
parts of the United States and some even from overseas.
By the time it closed in 1933, the college had graduated
an estimated 100,000 students. The large sums Eastman
invested in newspaper advertisements, direct mail flyers
and a flashy touring college band put the word Poughkeepsie on the lips of many. Eastman’s carefully crafted
image was of a Poughkeepsie of refinement – the great
“city of schools” with elegant mansions and scenic drives
in a picturesque setting close to New York City opportunities. In Eastman parlance, Poughkeepsie was not just
Poughkeepsie. It was “Poughkeepsie NY on the Hudson”
complete with its own mini-Central Park.

Eastman College building erected in 1883

and Poughkeepsie.

In his work as a two time state legislator, Eastman secured key Railroad Bridge legislation to help his home
town, but also led his colleagues in exploring more far
reaching “model city” initiatives. Eastman was particularly
interested in what today we would call “urban planning”
and was a leader in formulating significant proposals to
build an improved rapid transit system in Manhattan and
a new aqueduct that would pipe Poughkeepsie’s Hudson
River water to the New York City area. Farther afield,
Eastman was long fascinated with the development potential of Florida well before others had seen it. Had Eastman
lived a longer life (he died prematurely of tuberculosis at
age 45), it is almost impossible to predict where his restless energy and visionary thinking would have taken him

Near the end of his life, he commented that although he was not from Poughkeepsie, he had always tried
to be for Poughkeepsie and of Poughkeepsie. Few others have succeeded in having such a profound and
electrifying impact on Poughkeepsie.
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“Harvey G. Eastman Dead” New York Times July 14, 1878.
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Weed, Parsons and Co., 1874.
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“Sale of Valuable Real Estate” Daily Eagle January 25, 1865.
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Top left: Restored South Avenue wall section completed c. 2005
Remaining photos showing unrestored wall
with bluestone portion underground

South Avenue wall with some sections in
pieces

Piers of entrance gate composition with two “E” piers;
Left: Back of curving entrance
wall

Entrance gate with pier draped in poison ivy

Views looking into the Eastman Oval from
South Avenue

Left: South Avenue sidewalk bordering
Eastman Park wall

Left: bank dropping down to meet the
sunken oval
Below: Greensward at Eastman Oval

Left: Remains of Hemlock hedge dividing
the Eastman Oval from Stitzel Field
Below: Entrance walk down to the Eastman Oval

Left: 1906 Map of Eastman Park
Below: Current map with
area in pink outlining
Eastman Oval and Eastman Oval entrance path

Eastman Park Oval: Significance Statement Documentation (continued)
Earliest known photo of Eastman Oval looking south (taken prior to construction of Eastman Terrace brownstones in 1872)

Early photo of Eastman Oval taken from Garfield Place; showing Oval ringed with alternating elms and conifers and interior
pond with small island

East boundary wall along South Ave. (historic vs. current)

East boundary area

North Boundary area

West Boundary area

South Boundary area

West Entrance and Playground Area

Southern staircase to Eastman Terrace

Southeastern Entrance

Main (Northeast) Entrance

Looking South

Looking North

Looking West

Looking East

Map Showing Proposed Eastman Park Oval Landmark Boundaries

